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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Pacific Coast Ecoregion
Office of the Assistant Regional Director
3773 Martin Way E., Bldg. C, Suite 101

Olympia, Washington 98501

Dear Interested Agency or Individual:

Enclosed for your review is a copy of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) on the
proposed incidental take permit and Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for Plum Creek Timber
Company.

In the deveiopment of this FEIS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (Services) have initiated action to ensure compliance with the purpose and
intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. Scoping was completed
and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement was prepared and released to the public with the
comment period ending on January 22, 1996. Based on commentsreceived, modifications were
made to the documents and this FEIS was prepared.

The FEIS addresses Plum Creek's proposed HCP. The four alternatives subjected to detailed
analysis were (A) the proposed HCP, (B) a No Action Alternative, (C) an alternate HCP based
upon only riparian protection, and (D) an alternate HCP based upon a combination of riparian.
protection and additional dispersal habitat for the northern spotted owl. Alternative A is the
Services' preferred alternative.

Key 1ssues addressed in this FEIS are identified as the effects that implementation of various
alternatives would have upon (1) threatened and endangered species and their habitats, (2) other

wildlife and their habitats, (3) physical environmental factors, and (4) the local and regional
impacts to other elements of the human environment.

The FEIS will be available for review until May 13, 1996. For additional information, please
contact William Vogel, Project Leader, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 3704 Griffin Lane SE,
Suite 102, Olympia, Washington, 98501.

Sincerely,

Curt Smitch

Assistant Regional Director

CS:wv:ef
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Abstract

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service propose to accept the Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) prepared by Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P., and to issue a 100-year, two-phased
Permit under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act to permit the incidental take of four listed
species; northern spotted owl, marbled murrelet, grizzly bear, and the gray wolf (Proposed Action), and certain
other unlisted vertebrate species that have been addressed by the HCP. If any of these species become listed,
proceduresfor amending the Permit to include them are addressed in the Implementation Agreement. During the
first 50-year phase of the Permit, the Services would authorize Plum Creek to incidentally take certain Permit
Speciesand Plan Speciesif listed during which the HCP, Permit, and | mplementation Agreement run concurrently
unless terminated sooner under Section 11.0 of the Implementation Agreement. The HCP has addressed, the
Permit provides, and the Implementation Agreement implements, additional but limited incidental take
authorization during the second 50-year phase of the Permit. 1n accordance with such authorization, Plum Creek
would be allowed to incidentally take certain Permit Species and Plan Species only to the extent that habitat
conditions for any such species exceed the baseline habitat conditions set forth in Section 5.3.3 of the HCP on
lands within the Planning Area, subject to conditions and criteriaset forth in Section 12.0 of the Implementation
Agreement. During the second phase of the Permit, if established, the Permit, Section 5.3.3 of the HCP, and
Sections 7.0 and 8.0, and Sections 11.0 through 16.0 of the Implementation Agreement remain in effect.

Plum Creek's HCP includes Company lands on both sides of the 1-90 Corridor in the central Cascade Mountains
of Washington State about 100 miles east of Seattle. The Planning Areaincludes both Plum Creek and National
Forest lands in "checkerboard" ownership. The HCP examines the affected environment including resident
speciesin the Planning Area and examines the environmental consequences of four alternatives: (1) No-Action;
(2) Proposed Plan (the Preferred Alternative); (3) Riparian Management Alternative; and (4) Dispersa
Alternative. The No-Action Alternative would continue forest harvest and management activities under current
Federal and State regulations. While there would be no incidental take of owls, owl habitat and populations
would declineon Plum Creek’ sland and ow! distribution would becomeisolated. Concurrently, owl habitat (NRF
and/or FD) would increase on adjacent National Forest lands. It is assumed that owl populations would depend
more upon National Forest lands for appropriate nesting/roosting/foraging (NRF) habitat. Under the Proposed
Plan, NRF habitat would decline on Plum Creek’s land while foraging/dispersal (FD) habitat would increase.
Under the Riparian Alternative, owl habitat in riparian corridors would be protected, but all upland forest would
be harvested when commercially appropriate. Under the Dispersal Alternative owl habitat in riparian corridors
would be protected. In addition, some upland dispersal habitat would be retained to protect foraging and
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dispersing owls. The Proposed Plan may result in the incidental take of approximately 50 owl sites during the
first Phase of the Permit. Population simulationsindicate that the population of spotted owlswould changefrom
a 1995 level of approximately 87 pairsin the Planning Areato 80 pairs for the Proposed Plan, 88 for the No-
Action Alternative, 80 for the Riparian Alternative, and 79 for the Dispersal Alternativein year 2045. Minimal
or few impacts are expected for marbled murrelet, grizzly bear, and gray wolf under any of thealternatives. Other
species may be affected but their populations are expected to remain viable and proposed timber harvests should

not contribute substantially to the need to list any of these species.

Final EIS
March 1996 2



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section
Page
1.0 CONT EXT . 4
History of the Project ... ... ... 4
Relationship to Other Documents and Necessary Decisions ... ..., 7
Descriptionof FEISFOormat . . . .. .. ..o e 7
2.0 CHANGES TO THE DRAFT EIS . .. ..o e 8
3.0 INDEX TO THE FINALEIS . .. . e 48
4.0 APPENDICES . . . . A-1
Appendix 1. DEIS Distribution Report and FEIS Distribution List ................. A-2
Appendix 2. DEIS List of Commentors and Services' Response to Comments . . ... .. A-17
A. Listof Commentors. . ...t A-17
B. Comment Category Outline . ....... ... ... .. i .. A-21
C. Services Responsesby Category .. .....ovvvi i A-25
Appendix 3. Summary of Action Itemsin the Habitat ConservationPlan . ......... A-138
Appendix 4. Changes to Plum Creek’ s Cascades Draft Habitat Conservation Plan . .. . A-140
Appendix 5. Changesto the Implementation Agreement . ..................... A-178
Appendix 6. Services Consultation with Affected and Interested Tribes. . ......... A-186
Fina EIS

March 1996 3



SECTION 1.0
CONTEXT

Final EIS
March 1996



CONTEXT

History of the Project

The Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) (together known as
the Services), and the Applicant (Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P.) began work on the Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) in early 1994. The Applicant had already begun to accumulate information and
initiate investigations to address issues that would be related to the HCP. The Services and Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) provided general advice on how an HCP should be approached
and what levels of conservation might be appropriate given the status of various species, the current
condition of the landscape involved, and projections into the future. During thisinitial period, Services
and WDFW staff participated in meetings and several site inspections.

The Applicant initiated peer review of a number of Technical Reports that described the Company’s
attempts at data accumulation, surveys, research, and assessments of situations such as limiting factors.
Peer review commentswere solicited from more than 50 scientists, including individual s from government
agencies (State and Federa), Tribes, industry, universities, and private consulting firms. Services
personnel not only reviewed and approved the lists of peer reviewersfor each Technical Report, but also
reviewed each of these Technical Reports.

As dlternatives developed, the Applicant chose to share those concepts with interested environmental
groups. A number of helicopter and van tours were held in the Planning Area and participants included
more than 30 prominent members of environmental groups. The Applicant conducted a series of public
meetingsto inform the public of the HCP planning processand to receive comment. These public meetings
were held in Issaquah (July 14, 1994; 2 sessions); Bellevue (November 15, 1994); and Ellensburg
(November 16, 1994). Written comments were received following those meetings. The Services and the
Applicant also met with a number of prominent members of local environmental groups throughout the
year. Asthe project developed further, the Services announced the formal scoping period.

Scoping was held over a 30-day period from February 8 to March 10, 1995. On February 8, 1995, the
Services published a notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) and
announcement of meetingsin the Federal Register (60 FR 7577). Over 60 scoping notices were mailed
requesting public comment and providing information on the background and purpose of the Proposed
Plan, as well as providing information about the public scoping workshop. Press announcements were
presented to local media services.

On February 22, a scoping workshop was held in Bellevue. On March 6, a second Federal Register (60
ER 12248) notice was published announcing asecond scoping workshop. On March 8, the second scoping
workshop was held in Cle Elum. The scoping comment period closed on March 10. Attendance at the
workshops varied from 3 to 11 individuals; with atotal of 14 individuals attending meetings during the
scoping period. In addition to comments received at the workshops, 9 written comments were received
during the scoping period, and 6 written comments were received prior to the scoping period. All 15
written comments and the comments presented at the workshops were summarized in a scoping report
prepared by the Servicesin May 1995.

Final EIS
March 1996 S



The Applicant and the Services continued to develop and refine the HCP, and eventually initiated
discussion regarding the Implementation Agreement (1A). EIS preparation by the Services and their
contractor, Raedeke Associates, Inc., followed the preparation of the HCP. The Applicant held severa
additional meetings (with Services' personnd in attendance) to inform environmental groups of the
progress being made and to receive their feedback. On March 14, 1995, the Applicant briefed the
Snoqual mie Pass Adaptive Management Area(SPAMA) Plan Team on the progress of HCP devel opment.
A similar meeting washeld later in Juneto clarify strategies and answer questions. Later that month (June
11, 1995), the Services and the Applicant addressed about a 60-member pand of the Keystone Nationa
Policy Dialogue on Ecosystem Management (Keystone Science and Public Policy Program) during abus
tour of the Planning Area.

The Applicant and the Services worked closely in preparation of the HCP. Interim drafts were aso
reviewed by the WDFW. Upon completion of draft documents, distribution to interested parties was
initiated by the Applicant and a Federal Register notice was submitted by the FWS and published on
November 17, 1995 (60 FR 57722) which announced the availability of the DEIS and draft HCP. An
additional Federal Register notice was published by the EPA announcing the availability of the DEIS on
November 24, 1995 (60 ER 58086; EIS No. 950538). The release of these documents was accompanied
by anewsrelease and articles in severa area newspapers (e.g., front page of the Tacoma News Tribune,
October 30, 1995). The comment period was scheduled to close on January 8, 1996; however, on January
4, 1996 (January 17, 1996; 61 FR 1193) the comment period was extended until January 22, 1996.

During the comment period more than 180 copies of the DEIS and HCP were distributed to interested
parties and agencies and an additiona 230 copies of the combined Executive Summary for the HCP and
the EISwere a'so distributed. Although not apart of the application package or the NEPA document, 13
complete sets of Technical Reports, which presented additional information in support of the HCP, were
made availablefor publicreview. Individual Technical Reportswere available directly from the applicant
upon request. Intotal, 25 full setsand 170 individual copies of Technical Reports were distributed. All
of these documents were placed in local and regiona libraries as announced in the Federal Register.

In addition, during the public comment period, the Applicant and a representative from the Services
conducted 12 HCP briefings for State and Federal agencies, Tribes, environmental organizations, and
industry groups. In response to this expansive public outreach effort, the Services received an
unprecedented number of commentsregarding an HCP. During the comment period, the Servicesreceived
comments from the Environmental Protection Agency, the Wenatchee National Forest, Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, six members of the State House of Representatives, one professor at the
College of Forest Resources (University of Washington), eight letters from five Tribes and Tribal
organizations, two national conservation organizations, eight State environmental organizations, 17 local
organi zations (one of which contained a petition signed by 82 people), two industry organizations, and the
Y akimaBasin Joint Board. The Servicesalso received 118 lettersfrom 122 individuals. A number of the
responses were identical to other lettersreceived (i.e., one identical letter was used by 24 people, another
by eight people, and a third was used by three people). In addition, pre-printed cards which were
distributed in an environmental group's newd etter were used by 477 individuas (424 cards) as avehicle
by which to comment. A large number of the other comments received in letter form also repeated the
same bullets listed on the preprinted cards. A list of the commentors, a more detailed summary of the
comments by topic, and the response of the Services to each of those comment topics is presented in
Appendix 2. In totd, the Services received comment from 737 people and organizations.
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Relationship to Other Documents and Necessary Decisions

ThisFEISisbeing written to amend the DEISin response to public comment and to incorporate additional
information, corrections, and changes. As such, this FEIS hereby incorporates the DEIS by reference.
All portions of the DEIS should be considered valid and applicable except for those changes made
explicitly herein. Many portions of the HCP were incorporated into the DEIS by reference; those
referenced sections pertain to the draft HCP as later modified by changes which would be reflected in the
final HCP. Because the Preferred Alternative (i.e., proposed HCP) is an integral part of this document,
all changes to the HCP, including changes to the Implementation Agreement, have been displayed in
Appendices 4 and 5. Those action items with particular relevance to operations have been summarized
in Appendix 3 for the convenience of the reader. As mentioned earlier, Technical Reports referenced in
the HCP and the DEIS are not a part of those documents and are not a necessary part of the application
package. They were made available during the comment period for convenience of the readers only.

The Servicesare currently fulfilling their obligations under section 7 of the ESA. Upon completion of the
comment period, and the associated review of the commentsand revision of the Proposed Plan, the Services
initiated consultation/conferencing under section 7. Thisisto fulfill the needs of asection 7 intra-Service
consultation and to determine whether the section 10 issuance criteria are being met with regard to
avoidance of jeopardy. The Serviceswill prepare the section 7 documents, a Set of Findings, and aRecord
of Decision prior to approving the Incidental Take Permit. A Notice of Issuance would be issued shortly
after any approval and issuance of a Permit.

Description of FEIS Format

This FEIS contains much of the normal introductory material which preceded this section (e.g., title page,
cover shest, abstract, and table of contents). Following this section is the body of the FEIS. The outline
isidentical tothat of the DEIS. For each section which doesnot differ fromthe DEIStothe FEIS, theterm
"No Change' is used to designate that section. Where a change is being incorporated from what was
presented in the DEIS, that change is presented and discussed. First, the nature of the change is often
discussed (e.g., a paragraph is being appended, a sentence is being revised, aword is deleted, atableis
corrected). Next, the reason for the changeis often discussed briefly. Last, the changeitself is presented
in redline/strikeout format. Shaded (redline) words and characters are additions, and the words and
characterswhich arelined through (strikestit) are deletions. Following that sectionisanindex tothisFEIS
document.

There are a number of appendices to this document. Appendix 1 contains the DEIS distribution report
which presents the names and organizations of those that received the DEIS, HCP, or summaries thereof
for review and comment purposes. This appendix also includes the distribution list for the fina EIS.
Appendix 2 presents alist of commentors and the summary and response to public comment. Appendix
3 summarizesthe changesin HCP action items, and Appendix 4 displaysall the changes made to the HCP
document. Appendix 5 displays changes to the Implementation Agreement.
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SECTION 2.0
CHANGESTO THE DEIS
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CHANGESTO THE DEIS

Thissection of thefinal EIS has been prepared to amend the draft EISin response to public commentsand
review by the Services, and toincorporate additional information, corrections, modifications, and changes.
None of the corrections, modifications, and/or changes made to the draft EIS, however, are considered
significant by the Services. All portions of the draft EI'S should be considered valid and applicable except
for those changes or modifications made explicitly herein.

The changes and modifications shown below were made to: (1) clarify the Applicant’s Proposed Plan
and alternatives outlined in the draft EIS; (2) reduce confusion over the features of the Applicant’s
Habitat Conservation Plan for multiple species in the 1-90 corridor; or (3) to upgrade or modify the
components of the Applicant’s habitat protection, monitoring, and/or mitigation plans based on public
comments.

SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION (NO CHANGE)

BACKGROUND RELATED TO THE HCP

DEIS; pg. S-3:

Figure 1 has been corrected to properly display roadless areas and enhanced to show unroaded areas.
Data obtained from the Wenatchee National Forest. See the end of this section for revised Figure 1.

PERMIT ISSUES (NO CHANGE)
HCP ISSUES (NO CHANGE)

ALTERNATIVES, INCLUDING THE PROPOSED PLAN
DEIS; pg. S-6 and S-7: clarification of the replaced text

The Services have considered a number of alternatives during preparation of the HCP. After identifying
various factors that obviated the ability of the Applicant to implement some of the individual proposals,
the range of aternatives to be analyzed in further detail was narrowed.

The range of reasonable alternatives is different for each section 10 applicant. To an important degree,
the rangeis constrained by the duty of an applicant to minimize and mitigate effects of predicted take, to
the maximum extent practicable, as stated in section 10 permit issuance criteria and the accompanying
regulations. What is practicable can be expected to be different from applicant to applicant. Asaresult,
the range of alternatives considered, and the range of aternatives analyzed by the Servicesin detail, can
be expected to be different for each applicant.
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For the Applicant, anumber of alternativeswere considered that reflected unique aspectsof the Applicant’s
ownership, and theissuesconcerning that ownership. However, whilesevera aternativeswereconsidered,
al but four were eliminated from detailed analysis because they were either unlikely to be implemented,
inconsistent with otherwise lawful commercial forest management, economically impracticable, or
operationally unfeasible. 1n keeping with the Services' responsibilities under NEPA, a brief explanation
for the elimination of those aternatives not analyzed in detail is provided in the Alternatives section of the
ElS.

No-Action - Current Regulations (NO CHANGE)
DEIS; pg. S-9:

Tablel

Watershed Analysis

add the following, under No-Action Alternative:

No Watershed Analysisinitiated by the Applicant

Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. S-14:

Northern Spotted Owl
**  ldentify and classify NRF, FD (HCP Section 2.4), and non-habitat in the 418,689 acres within
the Planning Area throughout the Permit period.

DEIS; pg. S-15:

Northern Spotted Owl

**  Conduct demegraphie model and deferral validation surveys to verify the RSPF model and
evaluate the effectiveness of Plum Creek’s harvest deferrals and dispersal corridors in
maintaining the viability of selected spotted owl nest sites.

DEIS; pg. S-16:

Marbled Murrelet - Nest Site Protection

" Suitable habitat would be protected in all directions from an occupied stand until a 100 meter
break in suitable habitat is encountered; and or

" Anupper limit of 500 acres would be established per nest site. Plum Creek and FWS would
cooperatively determine “the best 500 acres,” regardless of ownership. The Applicant would
protect their portion of the identified “best 500 acres.”

DEIS; pg. S-16:
Grizzly Bear A tzzhy-bears-may

. | ceciele im the Plarm
State and Federal agencies agree that grizzly bears could occur, at least occasionally, within the
Planning Area. Historical and recent observations in the north and central Cascades aso indicate
that grizzly bears may be slowly extending their southern range. However, at present there is
insufficient information to confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning Area.
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DEIS; pg. S-17:

swith the grizzly bear, State and Federa agencies believe that gray wolves could occur, at least
occasionally, within the Planning Area. Although available information on the distribution of gray
wolves in the north and central Cascades is not as extensive as for other wildlife species, it is
reasonable to assume that gray wolves would eventualy reside in the Planning Area during the
Permit period.

DEIS; pg. S-19:
Special Habitat Management
0 Wetlands
o Taus Slopes
o Caves
0 Snag and Snag Recruitment Trees
0 Seeps and Springs

0 Ponderosa Pine Stands

Proposed Mitigation Measures (NO CHANGE)
Plan Implementation (NO CHANGE)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES (Changes as shown below)

DEIS; pg. S-21

Table?2

Protected Wetlands

Change acreage to 1,320 for all alternatives based on a reevaluation of wetland acreage.

Comparison of Alternatives (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Land Use Plans (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Soils (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Air Quality (NO CHANGE)
Habitat (NO CHANGE)

Effects on Section 10 (a) Permit Species
DEIS; pg. S-29:
Grizzly Bear &t

State and Federal agencies agree that grizzly bear could occur, at least occasionally, within the
Planning Area. Historical and recent observations in the north and central Cascades aso indicate
that grizzly bears may be slowly extending their southern range. However, at present there is
insufficient information to confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning Area.

DEIS; pg. S-30:
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Aswith the grizzly bear, State and Federal agencies believe that gray wolves could occur, at |east
occasionally, within the Planning Area. Although available information on the distribution of gray
wolves in the north and central Cascades is not as extensive as for other wildlife species, it is
reasonable to assume that gray wolves would eventually reside in the Planning Area during the

Permit period.
Effects on Aquatic Resources (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Fish (NO CHANGE)

Effects on Cultural Resources
DEIS; pg. S-31:
Other sites may be present, mesttkely-temperary-fisatig-eamps including a variety of resources at

stream side locations.

DEIS; pg. S-32:

With these measures, it isless likely that the action aternatives would disrupt an archaeological sitein
these protected areas. To the extent any presently unknown sites exist in those areas that would
receive protection under the various proposed riparian protection schemes, those sites should benefit
by being exposed to little or no effect.

DEIS; pg. S-32:

YRMC is developing a predictive model for the region which would help find and/or avoid
archaeological important sites. The Applicant proposes to utilize this tool to embellish its efforts at
mitigating any possible effects to these resources.

Effects on Local Economies (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Recreation Resources (NO CHANGE)
Effects on Visual Resources (NO CHANGE)

Cumulative Effects

DEIS; pg. S-35:

The Proposed Plan has beneficial effects for the grizzly bear and gray wolf, neutral effects for the
marbled murrelet, and dightly adverse effects for the spotted owl. The Proposed Plan has beneficial
effects to fish by incorporation of RHAs and by using watershed analysis which is expected to identify
and avoid practices which normally lead to fish habitat degradation.

1.0 PURPOSE AND NEED

1.1 PURPOSE AND NEED (NO CHANGE)
1.1.1 Need for Action (NO CHANGE)
1.1.2 Purpose (NO CHANGE)
1.1.3 Applicant’s Need for the Proposed Action (NO CHANGE)
1.1.4 Services's Planning Objectives (NO CHANGE)
1.1.5 Background (NO CHANGE)

1.2 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PLANS
1.2.1 Relationship to Conservation Plans for Section 10(a) Species
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1.2.1.3 Grizzly Bear
DEIS pg. 1 6:

State and Federal agencies agreethat grizzly bears could occur, at |east occasionally, withinthe
Planning Area. Historical and recent observations in the north and central Cascades also
indicate that grizzly bears may be slowly extending their southern range. However, at present
there is insufficient information to confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning

Area.
1.2.2 Federal Plans and Regulations (NO CHANGE)
1.2.3 Sate Plans and Regulations (NO CHANGE)
DEIS, pg. 1-11:

1.2.4 etherRegionatPtans Relationship to State and Federal Regulations and Trust
Responsibilities (new section)

The applicability of the Proposed Action pertains to the Endangered Species Act; no other Federal
laws or regulations are affected or exempted. No State regulations are superseded by the Proposed
Action unless specifically indicated under State law. Nothing in this Proposed Action is intended
to limit the Services' responsibilities under treaties with Native American Tribes. Consistent with
the guidance from the Secretary of the Interior and the President on these matters, the Services are
consulting with the affected Tribesregarding thisissue. Possible alterationsto the Proposed Action
or the implementing documents will be considered following completion of such consultation.

1.2.45 Other Regional Plans (given new subsection number)

1.3 PERMIT ISSUANCE CRITERIA (NO CHANGE)
1.4 ISSUES AND CONCERNS (NO CHANGE)
1.5 SCOPING PROCESS (NO CHANGE)
1.5.1 Notices and Meetings (NO CHANGE)
1.5.2 Public and Agency Comments (NO CHANGE)
1.5.3 NEPA Process and Proposed Schedule (NO CHANGE)

2.0 ALTERNATIVESINCLUDING THE PROPOSED PLAN
2.1 ALTERNATIVESANALYZED

2.1.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
2.1.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
2.1.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
2.1.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)

2.15 AIternativ&s Considered and Dismissed
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In addition to the No-Action Alternative and the three Action Alternatives presented above, a
number of other alternatives embodying avariety of prescriptive activitieswere considered by the
Services. Generally, these alternatives contained combinations of prescriptive activitiesin excess
of the proposed HCP Alternative, that were operationally unfeasible, or involved activities that
were too speculative to allow the Applicant to determine at this time whether it could practicably
implement them. As a result these alternatives are described briefly below, but have not been
subject to further analysis in this document.

2.1.5.1 NoHarvest on Plum Creek Land
DEIS; Pg. 2-6 replacethe exrstlng paragraph with thefollowmg

Under this Alternative, the Applicant would discontinue the harvest of mature timber and
forego the economic opportunity of being atimberland owner. Thisand similar alternatives
have been proposed by many organizationsand individualsinthe past, prior to scoping for this
Proposed Action, and during the public comment period preceding the preparation of this
FEIS.

While forgoing timber harvest activities may be alogical prescription for a portion of any
ownership (depending on the time, manner and place of the forgone harvest), discontinuing
operations in their entirety is well beyond the scope of prescriptive activities envisioned in
section 10(a)(1)(B) of the ESA or for consideration as aviable alternative under NEPA. Any
such proposal is patently impracticable to the Applicant and therefore this alternative, while
considered, was eliminated from detailed analysis in this document.

2.1.5.2 Federal Aquatic Conservation Strategies

DEIS; pg. 2-7:

Add after the first paragraph:

Because of the checkerboard pattern of ownership in the Planning Area, many streams cross
both Federal and nonfederal ownerships. Accordingly, implementing the Federal Aquatic
Conservation Strategies outlined above was proposed during the scoping of the Proposed
Action. Whilenot asextremeaset of prescriptionsasare described in Alternative 2.1.5.1, this
aternativeiseconomically impracticable, exceeding the scope of section 10 issuance criteria.
As aresult, this alternative was not analyzed in further detail in this document.

2.1.5.2 Federal Aquatic Conservation Strategies
DEIS; pg. 2-7:

Some reviewers have suggested that Plum Creek should |mpI ement the Federal standards for
Rlparlan Reserves PHm | y

ﬂe«bte—F%l—%s However srnce the Forest Plan S standardsfor Rl parlan Reserves set aside a
substantial areaof commercial forest, this aternative was dismissed as not being economically
practicable.
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2.1.5.3 Land Exchanges
DEIS; pg. 2-7:

Add in the place of the last sentence:

While all aternatives allow for the use of land exchanges to contribute to the conservation
values in each dternative, the details of any such exchanges are presently too remote to allow
an appropriate analysis and comparison of effects under NEPA. The prospects for such
exchanges are too speculative at this time. As a result, an alternative premised on land
exchanges was not analyzed in further detail in this document, but would likely be the subject
of future NEPA analysis.

2.1.5.4 Retention Of Unroaded Areas In Plum Creek Ownership
DEIS; pg. 2-7:

AR,

Add in the place of the present last sentence:
Thisalternative was not analyzed in further detail for the samereasonsas Alternatives 2.1.5.1
and 2.1.5.2.

2.1.5.5 Include All Plum Creek Properties Within Planning Area

Replace last sentence with the following:

While this proposal was widely raised in preapplication scoping and during the public
comment period, the Servicesare mindful that the section 10 processisavoluntary, applicant-
driven one. Deciding which lands would be covered under an ITP and subject to an HCP is
aprominent example of an applicant-driven decision. There existsno legal basisto force the
Applicant to cover all or any of itsland. In the end, the excluded portion of the property
would be managed under the current regulatory regime as opposed to any of the Action
Alternatives. Thisregime consists of the samelegal permissions and prohibitionsthat define
theNo-Action Alternative. Ironically, these permissionsand prohibitions, generally speaking,
are the same as those preferred by many public commentors for the entire Planning Area.
Because this Applicant determined that it did not want to include certain of its lands in the
Planning Area, and theselandswere not necessary biologically or for adequate mitigation, this
aternative was not analyzed in further detail.

2.2 ASSUMPTIONSAND METHODOLOGIES
2.2.1 Assumed Forest-Management by Forest Service and Others (NO CHANGE)
2.2.2 Ecological Habitat Classification (NO CHANGE)

2.2.3 Forest Inventory Methods
2.2.3.4 Description of Stand-Level Structural Classes
The following changes were made to reflect corrections in size categories for each structural
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stage as described in the HCP:

DEIS; pg. 2-17:
Young Forest Stage. This stage is characterized by trees 2 3 to 5 inches in diameter.

DEIS; pg. 2-17:

Dispersal Forest Stage. ...West of the Cascades Crest, these stands are characterized by trees
between 10 to 4 13 inches in diameter with a minimum relative density index of 30 and a
minimum canopy closure of 70 percent (RD of 36 48 and QM Ds of 10 to 4 13 inchestrandate
into basal area per acre of 95 to 112). Dispersal forest, east of the Cascades Crest, is
characterized by stands 9to 43 12 inchesin diameter with arelative density index of 35 33 and
minimum canopy closure of 58 percent (RD of 35 and QM Dsof 9t043 12 inches trand ate into
basal area per acre of 105 to 126).

DEIS; pg. 2-18:

Managed Old-Growth. Thisstageischaracterized onthewest side of the Cascadesby average
stand diametersef greater than 21 t6-28 inches and on the east side with average stand diameters
of greater than 16-t6-2% inches. Although these stands can occur naturally as dense, large
diameter trees, most of these stands have been treated with a conservative selective harvest, . .

2.2.4 Multi-Species Approach (NO CHANGE)
2.2.5 Forest Health (NO CHANGE)
2.3 FOREST-MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (NO CHANGE)
2.3.1 Harvest Methods (NO CHANGE)
2.3.2 Harvest Options (NO CHANGE)
2.3.3 Riparian Management Strategy
DEIS; pg. 2-28:
A Riparian Management Strategy is an integral etement part of each Action Alternative (see Toth
et al. 1995).

DEIS; pg. 2-29: The word “Feedback” is deleted because feedback is part of the adaptive
management component, which includes both riparian and terrestrial components.

1. Riparian Habitat Protection

2. Watershed Analysis

3. Monitoring ancHeedback

The following changes were made to the fish-bearing streams section to clarify habitat conditions
that would be maintained in the 200-foot RHAs:
DEIS ; pg. 2-32:
2.3.3.1 Riparian Habitat Protection
1) Fish-bearing streams (DNR Types 1-3)
last paragraph, last sentence:
One-time (i.e., one harvest during the Permit period) selective or partia harvests would be
alowed in RHAS, if the Applicant can ensure that post-harvest conditionsin the RHAs would
provide, at aminimum, the equivalent of spotted owl habitat (i.e., FD habitat or greater). These
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harvests witt would incorporate removal of no more than 50 percent of the merchantable (i.e.,
commercial) timber volume available for harvest in the 200-foot RHA. Intermittent streams
found to be fish-bearing would receive specia consideration under watershed analysis.

add as last paragraph:

Type 4 and Type 5 streams with a high likelihood of fish presence or near the confluence of a
Type 3 stream would be tested prior to harvest to verify presence or absence of fish to ensure
the proper buffers are utilized. Additionaly, if a fish-bearing stream has a blockage and the
source of the blockage is removed, the stream up to the nearest natura blockage would be
treated as a fish-bearing stream.

DEIS, pg. 2-32, 2-33:
2.3.3.1 Riparian Habitat Protection
Two sentences were added to reflect changes to the HCP requested by the Services.

2) Nonfish-bearing, perennial streams (DNR Type 4)

Along perennial streams within Federal Late-Successional Reserves, Adaptive Management
Areas, and where elevation and topography are suitable for owl dispersal, Plum Creek would
provide 100-foot RHAS on each side of these streams. |n addition, watersheds east of the
Cascade crest with bull trout, anadromous fish, or 303(d) concerns would receive 100-foot
RHAs aong perennia streams above 5,000-foot elevation and outside of Late-Successional
Reserves and Adaptive Management Areas. Also, ground-based equipment is prohibited in the
30-foot zone nearest the stream for all RHAS.

last paragraph:

In perennial, nonfish-bearing streamsthat may be susceptibleto landslides or debrisflows(e.g.,
inner gorge topography), approprlate szed ri parlan buffers would be determl ned through
watershed analysis. v :
eeﬁsdeﬁmﬂtmdﬁvat&slaed—aﬁalys& Inthe |nter| m, State regulatlons precl ude harvest and

road construction on slopes at risk of failure.

DEIS; pg. 2-37:
2.3.3.3 Monitoring and-Feedback
2.3.4 Road Management (NO CHANGE)
2.3.5 Reforestation (NO CHANGE)
2.4 SPECIESMANAGEMENT (NO CHANGE)
2.4.1 Northern Spotted Owl Management (NO CHANGE)

2.4.2 Marbled Murrelet Management

DEIS: pg. 2-48 and 2-49:

Criteria were revised to reflect WDFW guidelines to define suitable murrelet habitat.
1. Harvest Deferrals.

0 standscontain 8treesper acregreater than 32 inches DBH and theselargetreesare clumped
or contiguous acrossapatch rather than scattered, i sol ated remnants above asecond-growth
canopy.
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The above criteriaregarding the number of large trees per acre used to determine potential
murrelet habitat in lieu of the number of suitable murrelet nesting platforms because of
differences in platform measuring methodology between the Applicant and Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (Hamer 1995) surveys. Two stands were considered
unsuitable murrelet habitat without being field surveyed based on prior knowledge of a
professional wildlife biologist experienced in murrelet biology. These stands were
considered unsuitable because they either were mistyped and contained small, densdly-
packed trees or were bisected by railroad and power linesand theremaining largetreeswere
scattered, isolated remnants above the existing canopy.

2. Murrelet Surveys

Plum Creek conducted murrelet surveys on 853 acres in the Planning Area between 1994 and
1995. Of the 853 acres surveyed, approximately 224 acres were on the Applicant’s land and
629 acres were on Forest Service ownership.

3. Stand Protection

o] Suitable habitat would be protected in all directions from an occupied stand until a 100-
meter break in suitable habitat is encountered; and or

o] An upper limit of 500 acres would be established per nest site. Plum Creek and FWS
would cooperatively determine “the best 500 acres,” regardless of ownership. The Applicant
would protect their portion of the identified “best 500 acres.”

4. Seasonal Protection. Plum Creek would, however, protect these “future’” murrelet sites
in the Planning Area by deferring harvest+-the-stands within a 0.25-mile radius durig-the

Aesthg-season from March 1 to August 31.

2.4.3 Grizzly Bear Management
DEIS; pg. 2-31:

State and Federal agencies agreethat grizzly bears occur, at least occasionally, within the Planning
Area. Historical and recent observationsin the north and central Cascades also indicatethat grizzly
bears may be dowly extending their southern range. However, at present there is insufficient
information to confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning Area.

2.4.4 Gray Wolf Management
DEIS; pg.2-55:
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As with the grizzly bear, State and Federal agencies believe that gray wolves occur, at least
occasionally, within the Planning Area. Although available information on the distribution of gray
wolves in the north and central Cascades is not as extensive as for other wildlife species, it is
reasonable to assume that gray wolves would eventually reside in the Planning Area during the
Permit period.

2.5 SPECIAL HABITAT MANAGEMENT
A number of revisions were made to reflect changes to the HCP requested by the Services.
DEIS; pg. 2-57 to 2-59:
2.5.1 Wetlands
The riparian wetlands would be identified during watershed analysis and appropriate prescriptions
to protect the functions and values of these wetlands would be developed. Most of the wetlands
within the Planning Area are spatially and functionally associated with rivers and streams. Other
wetlands may occur more or lessin isolation. Theseisolated wetlands are generally small, but may
have unique characteristics and provide habitat for numerous wildlife species. Plum Creek would
implement, as minimum and interim guidelines, the-Riparran-ianagement-Strategy-and standard
State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations and the Riparian Management Strategy to protect al
wetlands.
Forest Practices Rules and Regulations and watershed analysis may provide adequate protection of
wetland features such aswater quality, temperature, and habitat for some associated wildlife species
(e.g., amphibians), however, they may not be adequate to protect al wetland-dependent species.
Species such as cavity-nesting ducks would benefit from larger buffers aswould be provided by the
Proposed Action for nonforested wetlands and bogs greater than 5 acres in size (see below).
2.5.1.1 Buffer Size and Shape
The Forest Practices Rules and Regulations require buffers, termed wetland management zones
(WMZs), on al Type A wetlands and on most Type B wetlands. These regulations would be
foIIowed for wetlands Ieesthan 5 acresin size. FeFpreA—weHands—gfeateHhan—S—aeres—rn
; wrich - For Type A wetlands between
O 5 and 5 acres, Plum Creek would retaln a 50 foot average WMZ, FerTypeB-wettands
e AHY t, and for Type B
wetlands between 0. 5 and 5 acres the WMZ retal ned would be a minimum of 25 feet.

Nonforested wetlands and bogs greater than 5 acres would receive a 100-foot minimum and
200-foot average buffer width because of the greater seasonal persistence of open water,
seasonal and spatial variation, and year-to-year variation.

2.5.1.2 Additional Wetland Treatments

Although forested wetlands havefewer restrictionson timber harvest than nonforested wetlands,
they have special rules designed to protect wetland soils. Cable systemsare allowed in forested
wetlands, but tractors, wheeled skidders, and other ground-based logging systems may be used
only when soil moisture is low or the ground is frozen. At all times equipment use must
minimize compaction or disturbance of the soils. Where possible, forested wetlands would be
left in aforested condition (i.e., retain a canopy closure of 30 percent).

Plum Creek would allow only one entry every 50 years into each wetland buffer. Where
wetlandsarelocated outside of , but associated with, riparian areas, such as off-channel habitats
or where
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they arelocated in association with unstable slopes; the minimum buffer width may be waived,
after consultation with the Services, in favor of a redirected effort to more appropriately
distribute the buffer treesto link these critical habitats. All wetlands which are an integral part
of the stream system would receive the appropriate RHA, RLTA, or other treatment as directed
by the Riparian Management Strategy. The Services have recommended that harvest unit leave
trees should be clumped in proximity to all small wetlands when such options exist and do not
conflict with higher-priority ecological objectives.

Residual Trees. The size and number of leave trees for wetland buffers are specified in the
State Forest Practices Rulesand Regulations. In addition to these specifications, the leavetrees
would be representative of pre-harvest tree sizes and species.

Road Building and Equipment Exclusion. In planning roads and landings, Plum Creek wt
would comply with State regulations and attempt to avoid wetlands. If wetlands cannot be
avoided, Plum Creek would maintain natural drainage and reduce impacts by minimizing
subgrade width and spoil areas. If Plum Creek is unable to minimize impacts, the Company
would restore affected areas, reduce impacts, or replace affected wetlands as specified by State
Forest Practices Rules and Regulations. Also, if aparticular road segment necessitates filling
or draining more than 0.5 acres of wetland, the Company would compensate for that fill (or
drainage) by creating new wetlands or by enhancing existing wetlands.

The area adjacent to the edge of a wetland would be maintained free from ground-based
equipment. Thiswould avoid direct impact to amphibians and other wetland edge-dependent
species and prevent compaction of soil and interstitial spaces in the substrate. In addition,
ground-based equipment would not be alowed in the following areas.

1) Within anonforested wetland;

2) Within 25 feet of a nonforested wetland edge, where the wetland exceeds 0.5 acres, and

3) Within 25 feet of an open water area associated with a forested wetland, where the

wetland exceeds 0.5 acres.

2.5.2 Talus Slopes

DEIS; pg. 2-59:

Although these areas represent arelatively small portion of the landbase in the Planning Area, they
are important specia habitat which maybe may be adversely affected by road construction and
timber activities.

Residual large green trees and snags would be | eft within 100 feet of the sites. \Where possible the
objectives of maintaining shade and providing a source of course woody debris would be met.

25.3 Caves

DEIS; pg. 2-59:

The Services definition of acave includes, naturally occurring cavities or recesses large enough to
contain a human (interpreted as a 2 foot by 2 foot opening with at least 4 feet of depth), with
attributes of high humidity, stable temperature (interpreted such that the opening:passage
relationships are either cylindrical or the opening is restricted, or depth of the cave is significantly
deep so that air does not flow freely to and from the outside causing desiccation and rapid
temperature changes in the cave), and has a zone characterized by darkness and silence (water
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dripping or running is an exception). Caves with known maternal colonies or hibernacula for
significant numbers of batswould meet minimum size and shape requirements. If cave passagesare
sufficiently deep, road building may be permissible directly above the passages. If passages are
shallow, recommendations for road building and equipment may be warranted in areas above and
immediately adjacent to those passages.

There are currently no known caves in the Planning Area. If a cave is discovered in the Planning
Area, the Applicant would notify the Services. It would be the responsibility of the Services, in
conjunction with the State Department of Fish and Wildlife, to map the cave and recommend
prescriptionsto avoid compromising theintegrity of the cave passages. The Applicant would reduce
the potential for impacts by establishing a buffer around the entrance to caves. This buffer would
be designed around site-specific conditions, but would not be less than 100 feet from the entrance
of the cave. The 100-foot buffer would be managed, if adequate treesand size classesare available,
to approximate FD habitat similar to that prescribed for the 100-foot riparian buffers.

Many species of wildlife including Townsend' s big-eared bats roost almost exclusively in cavities
and caves, both man-made and natural. Potential impacts to bats and other species may include
disturbance of caves used for hibernation, denning, or other activities. Additional steps to protect
known hibernation or denning cavesincludes prohibition of human disturbance near the entrance of
caves, and elimination of the spraying of herbicides or fertilizers within 100 feet of caves. A
managed buffer of this size was developed in conjunction with the Services and is considered
adequate to maintain stable temperature and relative humidity in adjacent caves and to address the
biological needsfor most, if not all, cave-dependent species. It isimportant to note that it isnot the
intention of the Applicant to buffer every depression, hole, or fissure found in rock outcrops.
Rather, the Applicant would protect all caves discovered which are sufficiently deep and narrow of
opening that provide a stable environment for cave-dependent species.

2.5.4 Snags and Recruitment Trees

DEIS; pg. 2-60:

Hollow snagshave beenidentified by the Servicesasimportant habitat for swifts, fisher, and marten.
Although hollow snagsarerelatively rarein comparison with similarly sized solid snags, they would
begiven high priority for retention at all sites. However, if these or any other standing snags present
a safety hazard, they would be felled and either left in place or removed.

2.5.5 Seepsand Springs (new section added to reflect changesto HCP requested by the Services)
DEIS; pg. 2-60:

Seeps and springs represent areas transitional between terrestrial and aguatic systems where the
water table is usually at or near the surface, or the land is covered periodically, by shallow water.
Although these special habitats may be small and difficult to locate, they may have unique
characteristics and provide habitat for specialized plants and animals not provided elsewhere in
riparian areas. Foremost among the wildlife species that depend upon these specia habitats (e.g.,
mineral springs) is the band-tailed pigeon (Columbia fasciata). During the breeding season (i.e.,
April through September) the main population of these birds occurs below 1,000 feet elevation in
western Washington forests exhibiting good interspersion of seral stages and openings, abundant
food resources, and mineral springs (Sanderson 1977). Band-tails are known to seek sources of
minera salts necessary for the production of “crop milk” for feeding young birds (Sanderson 1977).
The most common sources of these mineralsare from mineral springs and brackish water in estuary
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tide channels (Sanderson 1977). Inlate summer, these birds moveinto higher elevationsin response
to the increasing availability of fruits and berries. By late September most band-tails depart for
southern wintering areas (Jeffrey 1989).

To prevent or reduce impact to these habitats and wildlife species that depend upon them, such as
the band-tailed pigeon, the Applicant would implement, as minimum and interim guidelines, the
Riparian Management Strategy and standard State Forest Practicesand Regulations. The biological
objectives are to protect and maintain the integrity of known seeps and mineral springs, while
retaining trees adjacent to these habitats to maintain water quality, provide shade, and provide
downed logs for forage and shelter. Activities within 200 feet of mineral springs would be
coordinated with the Services and designed to retain adequate trees for perching, and to maintain
berry, fruit, and mast-producing shrubs and trees which provide food sources, particularly in
openings in proximity to the mineral springs (Roderick and Milner 1991). Trees designated for
harvest in proximity to seeps and mineral springs would be felled directionally away from these
habitats. Skidding and yarding activitieswould be avoided and all ground-based |ogging equipment
would be prohibited from entering these habitats. Residual large green trees and snags within 25-
feet of these sites would be left, and either clumped or scattered depending upon operational
feasibility. Inaddition, under their corporate Environmental Principles, the Applicant voluntarily
minimizes its use of herbicides, and the company exceeds State Forest Practices Rules and
Regulations by prohibiting spraying in riparian areas, and by not allowing spraying within 100-feet
of water bodies.

2.5.6 Ponderosa Pine Stands

DEIS; pg. 2-60:

The Applicant utilizes selective harvesting in Ponderosa pine stands where such techniques are
operationally and silviculturally appropriate. Continued use of selective harvesting would result in
multi-aged stands over the Permit period. Table 30b (HCP Section 3.5.3 in FEIS Appendix 4)
presents an analysis of stand structural stageswithin the Ponderosa pine/L odgepolepineforest class
during the Permit period. Where development of a multi-aged forest is not possible, the Applicant
would enhance opportunitiesfor biological diversity by leaving trees of various size classes, aswell
as existing snags and snag recruitment trees.

2.6 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION (NO CHANGE)
2.7 MONITORING (NO CHANGE)
2.7.1 Habitat Verification (NO CHANGE)

2.7.2 Spotted Owl Monitoring
DEIS; pg. 2-62:

Spotted owl monlton ng would be conducted to e«aluatetheefteetrvea&ef—hawest—def&rats—m

to venfy the ascumptlons of the RSPF modeI (I rwin and H|cks 1995) and venfy the effectlveness

Beﬂegfaphreednfeys—te—ree&abhsh

of selected harvest deferrals in mai nta| ni ng ste occupancy

eS

AMA—and—l:SR—pertrens—ef—the—Plaﬁnrng—Afea Mode and deferral val |dat|on surveys WI|| be
conducted to reestablish contact and to locate all spotted owl nest sitesin approximately 15 percent
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of thePlanning Area. Survey areaswill bedistributed in LSR, AMA, and Matrix landscapeswithin
the Green River, 1-90 Lakes, and Taneum subunits of the Planning Area. Survey methodology
would be determined with the FWS and incorporate a two-visit survey sequence each season,
surveying of likely habitat, and use of appropriately distanced calling stations (i.e., 1/4 to 1/2 mile
distance between calling stations). The demographic data would be gathered for two seasons prior
to reporting years 2, 10, 15, 20, and 40 (Table 4). Spotted owl sites within the survey areas which
weretargeted with deferralswill be monitored for occupancy for the duration of the deferral period.
Approximately 16 deferral swhich support 9 sites are encompassed by currently established survey
areas. As additional owls are located, they may be banded, at the discretion of the Applicant, to
facilitate identification upon later sightings.

Spotted owl habitat availability would be monitored using the RSPF model. By combining the
RSPF mode with results of the spotted owl monitoring and Gl Sinformation, the*® carrying capacity”
of owlswould be determined through the 50-year Permit period. Monitoring would verify that NRF
and FD habitat are present at the projected levels, and that the estimated number of owls remain

within predicted ranges.
2.7.3 Marbled Murrelet Monitoring (NO CHANGE)
2.7.4 Grizzly Bear Habitat Monitoring (NO CHANGE)

2.7.5 Gray Wolf Habitat Monitoring
DEIS; pg. 2-63:

As with the grizzly bear, State and Federal agencies believe that gray wolves occur, at least
occasionally, within the Planning Area. Although available information on the distribution of gray
wolves in the north and central Cascades is not as extensive as for other wildlife species, it is
reasonable to assume that gray wolves would eventually reside in the Planning Area during the
Permit period.

2.7.6 Aquatic Resources Monitoring
Objective 1: Provide landscape-wide monitoring of habitat conditions over the Permit
period.
Method 2
DEIS; pg. 2-64, add as second paragraph:
Site-specific monitoring asaresult of watershed analysiswill be conducted over the Planning
Area. For example, McNeil streambed samples will be taken to monitor a fine sediment
production study for a road network in the Taneum Creek watershed, and during a
hydrologica study investigating how forest management activities on the east side of the
Cascades can affect streamflow.

DEIS; pg. 2-64; add as last paragraph under Objective 1, Method 2:

Monitoring and research is another vital component of watershed analysis and is consistent
with an adaptive management strategy. Watershed analyses are revisited every five yearsto
make appropriate changesin prescriptions based on monitoring data or advancesin scientific
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understanding. Examples of monitoring and research done as aresult of watershed analysis
include: (1) aroad sediment production study; (2) McNeil sampling of streamsto assess fine
sediment levels; (3) installation of two stream gages; (4) testing of digital elevation hydrologic
models, (5) stream temperature monitoring; and (6) stream surveys to evaluate channel
changes and large woody debris levels. If dataindicates that prescriptions are not effective
or inadeguate, changes in the prescriptions would be made.

Objective 2: Analyze the effects of the variousriparian habitat area (RHA) management
strategies on stream temperature
Method 1
DEIS; pg. 2-64; added to end of last paragraph under Method 1:
Temperatureswill be monitored for 2 5-years, during the period July 1 through September 15
(Table 4). Two years of monitoring will occur prior to riparian treatments and three years
post-treatment. Inthe event that summer temperatures are unusually low or data are deemed
insufficient to draw conclusions about the effectiveness of the various riparian management
strategies, monitoring will be extended beyond the 3-year post-treatment period. During this
period, stream temperatures would be recorded hourly. It isimportant to point out that this
temperature monitoring would bein addition to the stream temperature monitoring that would
be conducted as a part of watershed analysis.

DEIS; pg. 2-65; change method numeration to reflect the above change:
Method 3 2

Objective 3: Assess fish populations in the context of recovery of habitat conditions in Cabin
Creek.

DEIS; pg. 2-65:

Plum Creek would conduct fish population surveysduring the Years 1,2,3,4,6,8,10, and then, every
10-years thereafter (Table 4). Adaptive management (HCP Section 5.4.2) would be particularly
important if monitoring detects trends which may require corrective actions.

Objective 4: Assess the biological integrity of streams in the Planning Area over the Permit
period.

DEIS; pg. 2-66:

Long-term monitoring of aquatic insect species composition and abundance in the Little Naches
River, Cabin Creek, and Snow Creek will provide information on watershed health that physical
habitat measurements alone may not reflect. Two to three samplesin two riffleswill be collected
from each stream during September. Sampling once ayear with multiple samples per riffleisan
effective sampling strategy if conducted in a consistent manner (J|m Karr, pers comm.,, Univ. of
Washlngton) . e 3 te ,
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collected in Years 1,2,3,4,6,8, 10 and then every 10 yearsthereafter durlng the HCP Phase.
The adaptive management approach (HCP Section 5.4.2) would provide a feedback mechanism to
evaluate monitoring data and a basis for determining if corrective actions are necessary.

2.7.7 Lifeform Habitat Monitoring (NO CHANGE)

2.7.8 Breeding Bird Surveys (NO CHANGE)

2.8 REPORTING

DEIS; pg. 2-69:

Table 4 has been changed to clarify spotted owl monitoring as opposed to spotted owl demographics,
and modified to indicate the movement of owl monitoring from years 4 and 5 to years 39 and 40 to
provide data in support of the Safe Harbor provisions outlined in the Implementation Agreement. A
revised Table 4 (HCP Table 31) has been included in this FEIS at the end of Appendix 4.

2.9 ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT (NO CHANGE)

3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT (NO CHANGE)

3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
3.1.1 Plum Creek’s Cascade Timberlands
DEIS; pg. 3-2:
Table 5 has been modified to more accurately reflect the acres by ownership in the Designated
Areas and Matrix as outlined in the Northwest Forest Plan. See the end of this section for revised

Table 5.

3.2 LAND USE AND LAND OWNERSHIP (NO CHANGE)
3.2.1 Allowable Land Uses Within the HCP Planning Area  (NO CHANGE)
3.2.2 Land Access (NO CHANGE)

3.3 LANDFORM AND GEOLOGY (NO CHANGE)
3.3.1 Landform (NO CHANGE)
3.3.2 Bedrock Geology (NO CHANGE)
3.3.3 Soils (NO CHANGE)
3.3.4 Mass-Wasting and Surface Erosion (NO CHANGE)
3.3.5 Special Soils (NO CHANGE)

3.4 AIR QUALITY (NO CHANGE)

3.5 WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY
3.5.1.1 The Green River Subbasin
DEIS; pg. 3-19:
Figure 3 under this heading incorrectly includes the Tacoma Utility dam and the Howard
Hanson dam and reservoir in the HCP Planning Area. Figure 3 has been modified to show
the correct western boundary of the Planning Area in the Green River Subbasin. A revised
Figure 3 has been included in this FEIS at the end of Appendix 4.

3.6 FOREST AND RIPARIAN VEGETATION (NO CHANGE)
3.6.1 Forest Inventory, Forest Types, and Stand Sructure . (NO CHANGE)

Final EIS
March 1996 25



3.6.2 Riparian Corridors and Wetlands (NO CHANGE)
3.6.3 Forest-Health (NO CHANGE)
3.6.4 Rare Plant Communities (NO CHANGE)
3.6.5 Endangered and Threatened Plant Species (NO CHANGE)
3.6.6 Noxious Plants and Weeds (NO CHANGE)
3.7 WILDLIFE (NO CHANGE)
3.7.1 Wildlife Overview (NO CHANGE)
3.7.2 Section 10(a) Species (NO CHANGE)

3.7.3 Special Emphasis Species
3.7.3.8 Little Willow Flycatcher
DEIS; pg. 3-71:

Seerick Sedgwick and Knopf 1992

3.7.3.9 Olive-sided Flycatcher

The following section should be added after Section 3.7.3.9 to describe the status and habitat
requirements of the band-tailed pigeon. The status of this species in the Cascade Mountains
has declined recently, and is therefore, a species of concern which warrants special attention

not provided in the DEIS.

3.7.3.9a Band-tailed Pigeon (Columbia fasciata)

DEIS; pg. 3-71:

Theband-tailed pigeonisamigratory, upland bird in Washington that generally occurswest
of the Cascade crest, often in proximity to mineral springs (Rodrick and Milner 1991).
Concern for this species has been prompted by the popul ation decline reflected in breeding
bird surveysand harvest surveys. Populations of thisspeciesin Washington have exhibited
the most notable decline (Braun 1994). Although “call-count” surveysin Washington have
shown a long-term, nonsignificant decline, they also indicate recent recovery of the
populations. Similar results with mineral spring surveys have been observed in Oregon.
An experimental mineral spring survey wasinitiated in Washington in 1993. Resultsfrom
both mineral spring and “call-count” surveys indicate substantial increases in population
numbers between 1993 and 1994 (Dolton 1994). The band-tailed pigeon isagame species.
Bag limits and season length were gradually restricted until 1991. In 1991, the hunting
season for these birdsin Washington was closed. Suspected causesof thelong-term decline
of band-tailed pigeons include susceptibility to habitat disruption from harvesting, disease
(i.e., trichomoniasis), contaminants, and reduced forage as a result of herbicide spraying.

During the nesting season (approximately between March and August) pigeons usualy
occur below 1,000 feet elevation, but use higher elevation areasin late summer wherefoods
are more abundant (Rodrick and Milner 1991). These birds are found in the coniferous
forest zoneand are associ ated with mixed-conifer-hardwood habitats. Thisspeciestypically
uses a stick platform in a conifer tree asanest (Ehrlich et a. 1988; Braun 1994). During
the nesting season, band-tailed pigeonsare most common in forestswith various seral stages
and openings that are well interspersed (Rodrick and Milner 1991). They feed on plants,
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primarily buds, flowers, and fruits of oaks (Quercus spp.), madrone (Arbutus texana),
elderberry (Sambucus spp.), cherry (Prunus spp.), cascara (Rhamnus spp.), huckleberry
(Vaccinium spp.), dogwood (Cornus spp.), and blackberry and raspberry (Rubus spp). In
addition, band-tails feed on cultivated fruits and grain (Braun 1994). This species is
dependent upontheavailability of mineral sources(e.g., mineral springs) for producing crop
milk for juveniles (Braun 1994). Conversion of older, more complex forest to young
monocultures, and the use of herbicides, and other vegetation management may be
detrimental to the band-tailed pigeon by limiting suitable habitat, plant foods, and the
availability of mineral sources (Braun 1994).
3.7.4 Secies of Concern (NO CHANGE)
3.7.5 Associated Species
DEIS; pg. 3-85:
Table 16. Lifeform Descriptions used in Plum Creek’s HCP:
Lifeform 13a, Secondary habitat, Y F/PT should be “after 20 years’, not 16-yesars.
Lifeform 16 Add “beavers’ to Lifeform

3.7.5.1 Lifeforms

DEIS; pg. 3-96:

Lifeform 13 and 13a (Woodpeckers and nuthatches)

Secondary habitat for Lifeform 13aincludes young forest, pole-timber, and recently harvested

areas,

3.8 FISH AND FISH HABITAT (NO CHANGE)
3.8.1 Overview (NO CHANGE)
3.8.2 Green River Basin (NO CHANGE)
3.8.3 Yakima River Basin (NO CHANGE)

3.9 SOCIO-ECONOMIC (NO CHANGE)

3.10 CULTURAL RESOURCES (NO CHANGE)
3.10.1 Prehistoric and Ethnographic Overview (NO CHANGE)
3.10.2 Historic Overview (NO CHANGE)
3.10.3 American Indian Uses and Concerns (NO CHANGE)
3.10.4 Cultural Resources Preservation (NO CHANGE)

3.11 RECREATION

DEIS; pg. 3-114:

Within the area, the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie and Wenatchee National Forests provide numerous
opportunities for recreation including: hiking, camping, picnicking, horseback riding, fishing, hunting,
off-road-vehicle use, mountain biking, mushrooming and berry picking, scenic driving, wildlifeviewing,
rock hounding, cross-country and downhill skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and mountain and rock
climbing.... Other activities such as off-road vehicle use (e.g., motorcycling) and snow-mobiling take
advantage of the roads and trails maintained by the Forest Service.

3.12 VISUAL RESOURCES

DEIS; pg. 3-118:

Change in last paragraph

The current patterns seen from 1-90 reflect past timber practicesby Plum Creek (and the preceding land
managers), the Forest Service, and other owners.
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

4.1 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
4.1.1 No-Action Alternative
DEIS; pg. 4-1:
Approximately 18,100 acres of restricted owl habitat in 1.8-mile radius circles...

4.1.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.1.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.1.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.2 ROAD DENSITIES (NO CHANGE)
4.2.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.2.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.2.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.2.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)

4.3 LAND USE AND LAND OWNERSHIP
4.3.1 No-Action Alternative
DEIS; pg. 4-5:
Plum Creek’ s harvest activities would be restricted within 1.8-mile radius drameter owl circles.

4.3.2 Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. 4-6:

The Proposed Plan recognizes SPAMA asan important connectivelink in the north-south movement
of organisms in the Cascade Range (ROD; page D16).

DEIS; pg. 4-7:
However, the Standards and Guidelinesfor the Northwest Forest Plan (ROD; page C-19) recognize
access to nonfederal lands over Forest Service lands, including through LSRs, asavalid use.

4.3.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.3.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.4 LANDFORM, GEOLOGY AND SOILS (NO CHANGE)
4.4.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)

4.4.2 Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. 4-11:

Under the Proposed Plan, RHAs would be maintained along mest all fish-bearing streams (Type
1-3) and most nonfish-bearing, tatermittent-perennial (Type 4) streams which would not receive
comparable protection under current regulations. Timber falling contractors would be required to
avoid yarding logs through the streams not categorized above. In addition, they contractors must
refrain from causing soil erosion or degrading side slopes.

4.4.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.4.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
Fina EIS
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45 AIR QUALITY (NO CHANGE)

4.6 SURFACE WATER (NO CHANGE)
4.6.1 No-Action Alternative
DEIS; pg. 4-15:
The No-Action Alternative would likely have the least protection for surface water quality because
neither Plum Creek’ s Environmental Principles nor Watershed Analysisinitiated by the Applicant
would be conducted. StandareHorestpractieerdtes Standard Forest Practices Rulesand Regul ations
would apply to al road construction and maintenance.

The No-Action Alternative would likely have the least protection for surface water quality because
neither Plum Creek Environmental Principles nor Watershed Analysis initiated by the Applicant
would be conducted.

4.6.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)

4.6.3 Other Alternatives

DEIS; pg. 4-16:

The Riparian and Dispersal Alternativeswould include neither Environmental Principles, nor State
Watershed Anaysisinitiated by the Applicant.

4.7 VEGETATION (NO CHANGE)
4.7.1 Sand Structure (NO CHANGE)
4.7.2 Forest-Health (NO CHANGE)
4.7.3 Protected Plant Communities/Special Habitats (NO CHANGE)

4.7.3.1 No-Action Alternative

DEIS; pg. 4-22:

Riparian and Wetland Areas

Using the assumptions stated in Table 24, only 2,127 acres of riparian habitat would be in
RMZs and receive some level of protection under the No-Action Alternative. Fhe-Thiswould
be a greater impact on riparian plants listed in Tables 9 and 10 under this alternative than the
action aternatives because of the greater harvest in the riparian zone.

DEIS; pg. 4-23:

Table 24. Riparian protection strategy for the No-Action and Action

Alternatives.

Proposed Plan, Riparian, and Dispersal Alternatives

Change the Table to reflect the increase in miles of streams with 100-foot buffers on Type 4
streams in LSR and AMA. Stream type under Plum Creek’s Proposed Plan; change 152 under
100 ft. RHA to 165, and change 24 under 25 ft RLTA to 11.

4.7.3.2 Proposed Plan

DEIS, pg. 4.24:

Delete the word ““not™ to affect a correction.
Snags and snag recruitment would ret be a priority.
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4.7.4 Nonvascular Plants and Invertebrates (All Alternatives) (new subsection)

Nonvascular plants and invertebrates may be impacted by the Alternatives. The Preferred
Alternative (issuance of the HCP based on the proposed plan) does not provide any exemption to the
Applicant with regard to these species. The most likely species to be impacted under this Plan and
itsalternatives are those dependent on late-successional interior forest. Under Section 4.14.5 Forest
and Riparian Vegetation, the Services discussthe effects and cumulative effects of the alternatives
upon patch size and microclimate. It is possible under al aternatives that some impact to these
species may occur as aresult of smaller patch sizes and changes in microclimate which may cause
desiccation or rapid temperature changes. It is expected that the checkerboard pattern of land
ownership, potential land exchanges, and the efforts of the Applicant to increase effective patch size
would ameliorate the impacts upon these species. Projections of habitat throughout the Permit
period indicate only minor differences in stand structure amounts and indicate that all seral stages
will be represented.

4.8 WILDLIFE
4.8.1 Section 10(a) Permit Species

4.8.1.1 Northern Spotted Owl
DEIS; pgs. 4-29 to 4-32:
No-Action Alternative. Under thisalternative, it isexpeeted assumed for purposes of analysis
that all suitable habitat (18,100 acres), within 1.8-mile circles below the recommended 40
percent habitat thresholds values on Plum Creek land would be left intact temporarily around
spotted owl sites (Table 25). The data presented in Table 25 does not take into account the
potential for some owl management circles to be eliminated through documentation of owl
absence and the subsequent harvesting of suitable owl habitat within circlesto below threshold
values. Because the future movement and occupancy of owl sites cannot be predicted exactly,
the elimination of certain owl circles and resultant impactsto harvesting of suitable habitat and
carrying capacity could not be factored into the analysis of the No-Action Alternative.
Moreover, 1.8-mile circles represent a generalized guideline for avoiding take of owls. Each
individua site would have to be analyzed separately to determine whether take would occur.
Thus, morehabitat could be removed under theNo-Action Alternative. Currently, the Applicant
follows the guidelines of the FWS regarding harvesting within 1.8-mile radius circles around
spotted owl nest sites to ensure that take will not occur. However, this is not a regulatory
restriction and under this alternative, the Applicant may harvest below the 40 percent threshold
if the Services could not show that harm or take would occur.
Amount and Type of Habitat. (Add to end of paragraph)
To assess impacts from the potential future elimination of some owl circles, the amount of
suitable owl habitat that would be available for harvest was calculated for identified owl sites.
Fourteen owl siteswereidentified aslikely to be eliminated from circle status based on their past
occupancy (i.e., vacant for at least the last two years) and information from past surveys (e.g.,
movement of individuals, no daytime visuas for multiple years, no recent detections). This
analysis showed that approximately 2,200 acres of suitable habitat from the 14 owl sitesin the
Planning Areawould become availablefor harvest. Inaddition, standsin owl circleswould be
harvested before they reach owl habitat designation. Changes to the amount of owl habitat
presented in Table 14 for the No-Action Alternative may be accelerated in the earlier decades
based on the location and access to these sites for harvest. Thisreduction in habitat during the
early decades of the Permit period may potentially affect owl populations during thistime (see
Carrying Capacity below).
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Distribution of Habitat.

In the No-Action Alternative, temporarily restricted owl habitat isretained, but all unrestricted
owl habitat outside of RMZs would be harvested. This would cause fragmentation of owl
habitat and loss of connectivity between owl habitat patches on Plum Creek land and adjacent
National Forest lands unless a patch was contiguous with National Forest land. More road
construction would likely be needed to access the randomly located harvest units that become
available if certain owl circles are eliminated based on surveys documenting absence for three
consecutive years.

Carrying Capacity for Owls.

Application of the Resource Selection Probability Function (RSPF) model (Irwin and Hicks
1995) to the managed landscapes estimated by the PropesedPtan No-Action Alternativeand the
Northwest Forest Plan suggest that the impacts of the Prepesee-Ptan No-Action Alternative on
thearea scapability to support spotted owlswould beminimal. However, theanalysisassumed
that owl circleswere permanent and therefore, could not take into account the additional harvest
of owl habitat that would become available if surveys documented absence for three yearsin a
owl circle. Thisadditional harvest would likely affect the carrying capacity estimates presented
in Table 26 for the No-Action Alternative by decreasing the capacity further in the earlier
decades. A carrying capacity estimate at the end of the Permit period is speculative because the
actual number and location of owl circles that may be eliminated in the future is unknown.
More or fewer than the 14 owl circlesidentified in the analysis above may be eliminated due to
movement of owls, natural mortality, and other biological reasons. Carrying capacity estimates
presented in Table 26 are calculated based on the assumption that habitat within current owl
circles would remain restricted during the Permit period. To provide a“high end” and “low
end” estimate of the effects of the Pran alternatives on carrying capacity, the RSPF model was
applied to the Planning Areain two different ways.

Forest Patch Size.

Harvest-unit sizewould conform to State Forest Practi ces Rulesand Regul ationsand aunit may
be as large as 240 acres but more often would be less than 120 acres. All habitat within owl
sites would be retained until surveys could document no owl detections for three consecutive
years. These siteswodtd may or may not be linked to adjacent NRF on Federal lands by
adequate dispersal habitat. North-south and east-west movement of owlsin the 1-90 corridor
wodtd may or may not be supported by sufficient FD habitat. Current regulationsdo not require
protection of dispersal habitat for spotted owls.

DEIS; pg. 4-37:

Thefollowing sectionisbeing added to refl ect the additional infor mation availableasaresult
of preliminary spotted owl impact analyses performed by the Services. A further analysis by
the Services would be necessary for inclusion in the final Biological Opinion on the revised
Plan to make the findings necessary for Permit issuance, and to satisfy ESA section 7 criteria.

add to end of Section on Proposed Plan:

The Services continue to believe that, as aresult of the Proposed Plan, take in the order of 50
sitesover the 50 year Permit period isalikely occurrence. However, the Servicesnow believe
that the number of owl sites taken would not be equally distributed throughout the Permit
period, but rather, greater take may be evident earlier inthe Permit period. Analysisusing the
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“40 percent threshold” indicatesthat approximately 15 owl sitesmay be at risk of take during
the first decade, approximately 10 sites per decade during the second and third decades, and
fewer than 5 sites per decade thereafter. These estimated take amounts do not differ
substantially by alternative. For instance, 15 sitesarealso at risk during thefirst decade under
the No-Action Alternative.

DEIS; pg. 4-35:
Proposed Plan - Amount and Type of Habitat (add to middle of top paragraph)

Similarly, FD habitat would decrease slightly in thefirst 2 decades, from 20 percent in 1996 to
17 percent in 2016, but would increase signtfieantty substantially to 35 percent by 2045 (Table
13).

4.8.2 Special Emphasis Species (NO CHANGE)

4.8.3 Species of Concern
4.8.3.2 Birds
DEIS; pg. 4-57:
Golden Eagle
There isto signifteant very little difference between the alternativesin regard to the amount of
suitable habitat over the Permit period (1996=34 percent, 2045=33 percent).

4.8.3.2 Birds

DEIS; pg. 4-59:

Band-tailed Pigeons

During the nesting season, these birds are found in the coniferousforest zone and are associated
with mixed-conifer-hardwood habitats. This species is dependent upon the availability of
mineral sources (e.g., mineral springs) for producing crop milk for juveniles (Braun 1994).

Proposed Plan. The special habitat requirements of band-tailed pigeons will be addressed
through measures taken to address mineral springs and seeps (HCP Section 3.4.5). Thelimited
useof herbicidesasindicated in Section 1.2.3 of the HCPwould serveto preserve the usefulness
of early-successional habitats as forage production areas. The band-tailed pigeon is included
in Lifeform 11, for which primary habitat is defined as the percentage of management units
occurring inthe middleto later stages (i.e., poletimber through old growth), and with secondary
habitat asthe percentage of units occurring as stand initiation, shrub/sapling, and young forest
stages (Table 15).

Primary habitat for species in this Lifeform is expected to increase across the Planning Area
throughout the Permit period (Table 26). Therefore, the needs of band-tailed pigeons should be
accommodated under the HCP.

Other alternatives. Potential impacts under other alternatives would be greater than the
Proposed Plan. Under al other alternatives, no particular attention would be given to mineral
springs or the provision of mast-bearing and berry-producing plants in the vicinity of mineral
springsor in early-successional habitats. However, provision of mature coniferous habitatsfor
nesting would likely be sufficient under all the alternatives.
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4.8.4 Associated Species

DEIS; pg. 4-67:

Lifeform 5 - Proposed Plan, Riparian, and Dispersal Alternatives

None of the alternatives differed sigrtfieantty substantially from the No-Action Alternative.

DEIS; pg. 4-69:

Lifeform 9

Proposed Plan - Riparian and Dispersal Alternatives

The Environmental Principles and selective harvests in representative-remevat-from RHASs would
provide vegetative speetes structural diversity.

DEIS; pg. 4-72:

Lifeform 13

Proposed Plan

Environmental Principlesemployed by the Applicant normally requiretetaia retention of larger trees
and snags in general harvest units. The trees and snags retained would contribute to the struetdre
structural diversity of the forests and this structural diversity would be maintained throughout the

Permit period. w
DEIS; pg. 4-74:

Lifeform 15

Young Forest stages (i.e., Stand Initiation through Young Forest) are expected to become less
prevalent throughout the analyss Permit period, as a result of current stands in early stages
developing into canopied stands, as well as the relatively low level of harvest assumed on Forest
Servicelands. Suitable habitat for those species identified as Lifeform 35-Earty 15 (young-aged)
declinesfrom 28 percent of the Planning Areato 9 to 11 percent over the Permit period for al of the
alternatives.

Suitable habitat for those species identified as Lifeform 15-Mid (mid-aged) increases from 24
percent to 41 to 44 percent for all of the alternatives.

Suitable habitat for those species identified as Lifeform 15-tete (late-aged) remains essentially
stable, starting at 36 percent and ending at 33 to 38 percent, depending on the alternative.

Within the Planning Area-Sn-thetetaHHEPtanebase, the acreage of the late stages are is expected
to decrease during thefirst 10 years, then gradually rise during the remainder of the Permit Period,
for adlight net increase by the-end year 2045.

DEIS; pg. 4-79:
second paragraph
Some impact due to corridors is tirawatabte unavoidable; however, by...

49 FISH AND FISH HABITAT
4.9.1 No-Action Alternative
DEIS; pg. 4-77:
Where access to Plum Creek’s inholdings require crossing Federal lands, watershed specific
information on the cumulative effects of forest practices would be collected, but forma State
Watershed Analysis would not be eenelueted initiated by the Applicant.
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4.9.2 Proposed Plan
DEIS pg 4-79:

A i y ecHdy yardmg—epeﬂreﬁs The 30 foot, no harvest zone for-at
in al 200-foot RHAs would also ensure that trees important for bank stability would be retained.

4.9.3 Riparian Alternative

DEIS; pg. 4-81:

Where access to Plum Creek’s inholdings require crossing Federal lands, watershed specific
information on the cumulative effects of forest practices would be collected, but formal State
Watershed Analysis would not be eenelueted initiated by the Applicant.

4.9.4 Dispersal Alternative

DEIS; pg. 4-81:

Where access to Plum Creek’s inholdings require crossing Federal lands, watershed specific
information on the cumulative effects of forest practices would be collected, but forma State
Watershed Analysis would not be eenelueted initiated by the Applicant.

4.10 SOCIO-ECONOMIC (NO CHANGE)
4.10.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.10.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.10.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.10.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)

4.11 CULTURAL RESOURCES (NO CHANGE)
4.11.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.11.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.11.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.11.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)

4.12 RECREATION

Add to end of first paragraph

DEIS; pg. 4-85:

Some hunters prefer road closureswhile othersdo not. Preferencefor road closuresmay depend to some
degree on the condition and experience level of the hunter, quarry being sought, and the choice of
weapon. While some areas would experience additional road closures under the Proposed Plan, many
areas would continue to be open to vehicular traffic. The Proposed Plan has no provisionsto limit foot-
access for any recreationa activity.

4.12.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.12.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.12.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.12.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.13 VISUAL RESOURCES (NO CHANGE)
4.13.1 No-Action Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.13.2 Proposed Plan (NO CHANGE)
4.13.3 Riparian Alternative (NO CHANGE)
4.13.4 Dispersal Alternative (NO CHANGE)
Fina EIS
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4.14 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

DEIS; pg. 4-92:

Analysisin thisdocument and the HCP indicates that impacts of the Proposed Plan, and the other action
alternatives, would not be significantly different from the No-Action Alternative in terms of habitat
alteration, and in some ways would be beneficial in comparison to the No-Action Alternative. See
Tables 8, 12, and 14, and the Biseussion discussion in Section 4135 4.13.1.

DEIS; pg. 4-97:

Transportation and Communications

The unused Milwaukee Railroad line (also known as the John Wayne trail) has been converted into a
non-motorized, multiple-usetrail opentobicyclists, hikers, and horseback riders.-aseriesofhikingtrats.

4.14.1 Land Use and Ownership

DEIS; pg. 4-97:
4.14.2 Air Quality (NO CHANGE)
4.14.3 Geology and Soils (NO CHANGE)

4.14.4 Surface Water

DEIS; pg. 4-100:

Fhe-four Four streams in the Planning Area are on the 303(d) list because of elevated summer
temperatures due to past harvest practices.

4.14.5 Forest and Riparian Vegetation
DEIS; pg. 4-105:
In some cases, streams may be conduits for the distribution of weed seeds and propagules. The

RHAs in the action aternatives would buffer harvested distribttecHharvested) areas form from
this source of noxious plants distribution.

4.14.5.1 No-Action Alternative

DEIS; pg. 4-106:

The Northwest Forest Plan would not realize its objective of either reducing fragmentation or
maintai ning connectivity across the 1-90 Corridor.

4.14.5.2 Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. 4-107:

Harvests on Plum €reeks Creek’ s land would not stigrtfieantty substantially reduce the area
of old-growth forestsin the Planning Area over the Permit period (Table 8).

HEP Figures 26 36 and 38 in the HCP show spotted owl habitat in the Planning Areafor
1996 and HEPFgre-38-For-2045, respectively.

4.14.6 Wildlife
4.14.6.1 Northern Spotted Owl
DEIS; pg. 4-111
No-Action Alternative. 3rd Paragraph
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The Northwest Forest Plan and management of Plum Creek |and following recommendations
in the proposed 4(d) Special Rule wodtd might provide a high degree of protection for known
owl sites. Protection of known owl sites aretemporary and persists until three years of surveys
can document spotted owl absence within a 1.8-mile circle. The proposed 4(d) Special Rule
Fhese-measdres, however, do would not provide for establishing and/or retaining dispersal
habitat between sites. Dispersal habitat is currently below desired levels on Federal and non-
federal land. Dispersal habitat wit would likely develop on Federal and non-federal lands over
the Permit period as forests harvested in the past few decades mature. However, forest stands
in owl circles below threshold values on the Applicant’ s lands would be harvested before they
reach suitable habitat designation to prevent the stands from becoming potentially restricted
from harvest in the future. This may perpetuate dispersal habitat deficiencies among Federa
and non-federal lands in the Planning Area.

4.14.6.2 Marbled Murrelet

DEIS; pg. 4-114:

None of the aternatives would cause sigrifteant measurable adverse cumulative effects on
marbled murrelet populations in the Planning Area or on regional population.

4.14.6.5 Special Emphasis Species, Species of Concern, and Associates Species

DEIS; pg. 4-117:

Management guidelines for special habitats {e-g--snagstatusstopes—<te;} (e.g., caves, talus
slopes, snags, seeps and spring, and Ponderosa pine stands) exceed current FPA requirements
and would benefit many of these species.

4.14.7 Fisheries
DEIS; pg. 4-118:
4,14.7 Fisheries Fish and Fish Habitat

4.14.7.1 No-Action Alternative

DEIS; pg. 4-123:

The No-Action Alternative would follow FPA requirements on Plum €reek Creek’s lands
including RMZs, and the-mererestrietive RCAS and the Federal ACS would be followed on
adjacent National Forest |ands. asweH-asthe-broacH-ederalF-AE€S:I mprovements on other non-
federal lands would also occur, but not as rapidly nor to the degree found ef on Federal land
because of the sghifreantty substantially lower standards for State RMZs.

4.14.7.2 Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. 4-126:

The ripartan-habitat—management-—strategy Riparian Management Strategy outlined in the
Proposed Plan complements the ACS component of the Northwest Forest Plan on intermingled
Forest Service lands.

4.14.8 Socio-Economic (NO CHANGE)

4.14.9 Cultural Resources (NO CHANGE)

4.14.10 Recreation (NO CHANGE)
Fina EIS

March 1996 36



4.14.11 Visual Resources

DEIS; pg. 4-130:

None of the aternatives wodtd tise propose to incorporate large harvest units with rectilinear
boundaries.

4.14.12 Change and Flexibility

Proposed Plan

DEIS; pg. 4-131: add reference

Potential impacts of amendments would be considered by the Services at the time in the manner
prescribed by the IA (HCP Section 5.0).

DEIS; pg. 4-133: new Section added:

4.14.13 PHASE 11

Background. The second phase of the Proposed Plan ismodel ed after the* Safe Harbor” concept.
It is designed to remove a disincentive to provide habitat. To the extent that habitat conditions
exceed the Safe Harbor Baseline (as described in the HCP) for a species, the Permit would
continue after Phase | to authorize incidental take of that species for up to an additional 50 years
(hereinafter “Phase I17), or until this voluntary contribution of habitat is reduced to the Baseline
amount. This provision pertains to the Permit Species now listed, and Plan Species that become
listed in the future, and are associated with those habitats being provided.

If Phase | terminates at the end of the 50 year Permit period, the Baseline would be defined asthe
amount of habitat projected to exist at year 50 as described in the HCP, as the same may be
amended from time to time. If Phase | ends prior to the end of the 50 year Permit period, the
Baseline would be defined as the greater of the amount of habitat existing at the beginning of
Phase | or that amount projected to exist at the time of termination at year 50. Habitat in excess
of the Baseline for a species would be available for harvest during Phase 1. Thisisdescribed in
greater detail in Section 5.3.3.

Impacts. Since no take of listed species would be authorized under Phase Il except to the extent
habitat conditions exceed the Baseline for a specific species, it is expected that the biological and
physical conditions during Phase Il should at a minimum mirror the conditions described for year
50. Toinvoke Phasell, the Applicant would maintain habitats above the Baseline for the affected
species. Theworst-case scenario isthat the voluntary contribution would be negligible (i.e., habitat
amountswould be equal to those projected for year 50) in which case, take would also be negligible.

Final EIS
March 1996 37



Habitat conditions are expected to improve over the long-term for Federal lands in the Planning
Area. However, for the purposes of this analysis, it is assumed that al such improvement would
cease at year 50. Habitat amounts cal culated by using the 90 percent factor acrossthe board isalso
a worst-case scenario.  With the exclusion of catastrophic events, the total amount of potential
forested habitat should remain constant. Current levelsof nonforested habitat (e.g., lakes, rock, and
ice) comprise approximately 8 percent of the subject properties. Harvesting of mature standswould
result in conversion to an earlier seral stage, but would not reduce the total acreage of habitats
available. Therefore, actions taken by the Applicant cannot reduce the habitats to 90 percent of
projected levelsfor all forested stand structures simultaneously. However, Table 32 of the HCP (see
FEIS Appendix 4) presentsthe amounts of habitatsavailableto most Lifeforms, assuming reduction
to 90 percent was possible "across-the-board”.

Should early termination occur, conditions must exceed year 1996 or 2045, which ever is greater,
in order to utilize Phase I1. Therefore, conditions depicted at year 2045 for each Phase |1 species
would always be exceeded. The analyses presented in the HCP for Phase | asthey pertain to years
1996 and 2045 are therefore incorporated herein by reference.

Phase |l impactsare minimized and mitigated in several ways. First, actionsconducted during Phase
I will benefit many species. These benefitswill be realized by unlisted aswell aslisted species and
many currently unlisted species are expected to benefit from the actions occurring in Phase I.
Second, the level of "take" expected is variable and is dependent on the amounts of habitat
voluntarily provided over time. Management decisions made by the Applicant may result in habitat
amounts which exceed the baseline. The value derived from these habitats will depend on the
amount by which they exceed the Baseline and the length of time those habitats are present.
Maintenance of habitat above the Baseline is considered mitigation. The level of mitigation will
depend on the amounts of habitat and the length of time over which they are provided. In the case
of Phase I, the mitigation must, by its very nature, occur in advance of the take. Lastly, "direct
take" and reproductive-season impacts would be avoided. Avoidance of these impacts should help
substantially reduce the level of impact associated with Phase I1.

Should additional habitat be present during the later stages of the Permit period, the incentive for
the Applicant, absent any special provisions, would be to reduce habitat to levels projected for the
end of Phase |, particularly if Federal law at that time provides that habitat modification or
disturbance may be aform of incidental take of listed species. The Servicesbelievethat itisinthe
best interest of the listed species to have a positive incentive to attract and maintain species and to
improve wildlife habitat during and beyond Phase | of the HCP. For example, if the Applicant
exceeds the projections for NRF habitat prior to completion of Phase I, it would be alowed to
maintain that habitat for some period of time without fear of additional Federal restrictions. Inthe
absence of Phase 1, the Applicant would have to decide whether to harvest that habitat prior to the
end of Phasel or risk foregoing those profits. It isinthe best interest of the resourcesto providethe
flexibility that Phase Il offers. For these reasons, Phase |1 offers advantages beyond those of a50-
year Phase .

Asafurther assurance that impacts will be minimal, several provisionsexist. Inthe event of early
termination, acomparative standard will be used to determinethe Baseline. Thiswill resultinavery
high Baseline for most species. In the event of completion of Phase I, the Services are provided an
opportunity at year 40 for further analysis as to whether Phase 1 is warranted for the requested
species. In addition, the Services retain the ability to invoke Extraordinary Circumstances at any
time. Together, these provisionsafford the Services assurance that impactswill be minimal and will
be exceeded by the benefits accrued.
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Clarification to last paragraph
Land sales and exchanges, aswell aslarge-scale natural events, are al likely to occur during a-56-
year the Permit period.

5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS
DEIS; pg. 5-1: One preparer’s name which was inadvertently omitted in the DEIS is added:
Team Leaders
Steve Landino, National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Branch

6.0 DISTRIBUTION LIST (NO CHANGE,
See Distribution Report)
7.0 ABBREVIATIONS, ACRONYMS, AND
DEFINITIONS (NO CHANGE)
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9.0 APPENDICES (NO CHANGE)

10.0 INDEX (new section)

4
4(d) Rule, 4-111

A

Access, S-15, S-27, S-29, S-30, $-33, S-35, 1-14, 2-2, 2-8, 2-40, 2-48, 3-6, 3-58, 3-112, 3-113,
3-115, 4-3, 4-7, 4-12, 4-44, 4-63, 4-77, 4-81, 4-85, 4-86, 4-91, 4-94, 4-114, 4-129, 4-130

Adaptive Management, S-36, 2-68, 4-80, 4-131, 4-132

Adaptive Management Areas, S-13, 2-3, 2-5, 2-9, 2-32, 2-33, 2-46, 2-64, 3-2, 3-16, 3-52, 3-62,
4-16, 4-34

Administratively Withdrawn Areas, 3-16, 4-5, 4-6

Air Quality, S-27, 1-15, 2-13-2-15, 3-13, 3-14, 4-96, 4-98

Alternatives Analyzed, 2-1

AMAS, See Adaptive Management Areas

Amphibians, 1-9, 2-19, 2-20, 2-59, 2-66, 2-67, 3-65, 3-68, 3-83, 3-84, 4-44, 4-45, 4-46, 4-63, 4-79

Anadromous, S-18, 2-3, 2-4, 2-7, 2-28, 2-29, 2-31, 3-21, 3-43, 3-78, 3-97-3-99, 3-101, 4-78, 4-80,
4-119, 4-122, 4-123, 4-125

Aquatic Conservation Strategy, S-12, S-31, 1-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-7, 4-5, 4-6, 4-122, 4-126

Aquatic Ecosystems, 3-3, 4-122

Associated Species, 2-20, 3-83, 4-27, 4-61, 4-116, 4-117

Assumptions, 2-8, 2-9, 2-44, 2-62, 2-68, 3-61, 4-3, 4-22, 4-24

AWAS, See Administratively Withdrawn Areas

B

Bald Eagle, 1-10, 2-19, 3-36, 3-76, 3-78, 3-95, 4-56, 4-57, 4-117
Bats, 2-59, 3-72-3-75, 3-85, 3-91, 3-96, 4-51, 4-52, 4-72, 4-97

Bull Trout, 2-19, 2-31, 2-65, 3-37, 3-40, 3-98, 3-99, 3-102, 4-78, 4-80

C

Canopy Closure, 2-15, 2-17, 2-43, 2-44, 4-45

Caves, S$-19, 2-30, 2-57, 2-59, 2-60, 3-41, 3-42, 3-73-3-75, 3-85, 4-51-4-53, 4-116

Clean Air Act, 3-13-3-15

Clean Water Act, 2-4, 4-15

Coarse Woody Debris, 1-3, 3-41, 3-45, 4-44, 4-47, 4-63, 4-64

Congressionally Reserved Areas, 4-5, 4-6

Connective Corridors, 4-104

Connectivity, 1-3, 2-29, 2-30, 3-52, 4-29, 4-38, 4-96, 4-105-4-108, 4-110, 4-113-4-115

CRAS, See Congressionally Reserved Areas

Critical Habitat, 1-6, 1-9, 2-47, 2-50, 3-56, 3-66, 3-114

Cumulative Effects, S-34, 1-15, 2-35, 2-36, 4-10, 4-77, 4-81, 4-91, 4-92, 4-99-4-101, 4-105,
4-108-4-110, 4-114-4-119, 4-122, 4-126
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D

DCAs, See Designated Conservation Areas

Deferrals, S-13, S-15, S-18, 2-3, 2-27, 2-28, 2-42, 2-43, 2-48, 2-56, 2-62, 3-52, 4-33, 4-34, 4-36,
4-48, 4-87, 4-88

Designated Conservation Areas, S-14, 2-3, 2-43, 2-46, 3-45, 4-36, 4-58, 4-111

Dispersal Corridors, S-13, S-15, 2-3, 2-42, 4-19, 4-32, 4-37, 4-38, 4-50-4-54, 4-59, 4-61, 4-72,
4-90

Dispersal Habitat, S-7, S-12, S-13, S-14, S-28, 1-6, 1-12, 2-1, 2-5-2-7, 2-42, 2-44-2-47, 4-6, 4-8,
4-13, 4-19, 4-21, 4-25-4-30, 4-32, 4-36, 4-38, 4-42, 4-43, 4-46, 4-47, 4-49, 4-60, 4-72, 4-73,
4-81, 4-87, 4-89, 4-90, 4-107-4-113, 4-118, 4-131

E

Ecosystem, S-1, S-2, S-6, S-7, S-13, 1-9, 1-11, 2-5, 2-16, 2-20, 2-23, 2-32, 2-36, 4-21, 4-104, 4-127
Employment, S-32, 3-104-3-109, 4-82, 4-83

Endangered Species, S-4, A-5, S-35, 1-10, 1-15, 3-62, 3-77, 3-79, 4-1, 4-91

Endangered SpeciesAct, S-1, S-2, S4, S5, S-7, 1-1, 1-4, 1-7, 1-9, 1-12, 1-17, 3-36, 4-1
Environmental Consequences, S-20, 2-1, 4-7

ESA, See Endangered Species Act

Exchanges, 2-7

F

FD, See Foraging and Disper sal Habitat

FEMAT, See Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team Report

FIBRPLAN, 2-12-2-14, 2-41, 2-61, 3-25, 3-47, 3-48, 3-93, 4-20, 4-29, 4-32, 4-37, 4-40, 4-62

Fire Management, 2-23, 2-45

Fish Resources, 3-28, 3-99, 3-101, 4-56, 4-57, 4-118

FMAZ, 2-23, 2-24, 2-45-2-47, 4-19

Foraging and Dispersal Habitat, S-12-S-15, S-28, 2-3, 2-5, 2-10, 2-27, 2-31-2-33, 2-41-2-45, 2-47,
2-62, 2-67, 3-45, 3-52, 4-2-4-4, 4-13, 4-29, 4-30, 4-32-4-38, 4-48, 4-73, 4-75, 4-88-4-90,
4-103, 4-107, 4-108, 4-110, 4-111, 4-113

Forest Ecosystem M anagement Assessment Team Report, S-4, 2-6, 4-79, 4-124

Forest Practices Regulations, 2-2, 2-12, 4-44, 4-45, 4-77

Fragmentation, 1-5, 3-1, 4-29, 4-37, 4-105, 4-106

G

Goshawk, S-30, 2-3, 2-6, 2-28, 2-30, 2-43, 3-37, 3-41, 3-54, 3-70, 4-48, 4-49, 4-61, 4-88, 4-117

Gray Wolf, S-2, S4, S-6, S-13, S-17, S-27, S-30, S-33, $-35, 1-1, 1-7, 1-8, 1-10, 1-13, 2-2, 2-3,
2-19, 2-30, 2-55, 2-56, 2-63, 3-36, 3-62, 3-63, 3-85, 3-94, 4-1, 4-42, 4-43, 4-53, 4-56, 4-57,
4-85, 4-86, 4-109, 4-115, 4-116

Grizzly Bear, S-2, S-4, S-6, S-13, S-16, S-17, S-27, S-29, S-30, S-33, S-35, 1-1, 1-6, 1-7, 1-10,
1-13, 2-2, 2-3, 2-19, 2-30, 2-38, 2-50-2-57, 2-62, 3-36, 3-58, 3-60, 3-61, 4-1, 4-4, 4-39, 4-41,
4-43, 4-53, 4-54, 4-56, 4-57, 4-74, 4-85, 4-86, 4-89, 4-100, 4-109, 4-114-4-116

H
Harvest Methods, 2-24, 4-46, 4-81, 4-88

I
A, See Implementation Agreement
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Impacts, S-1, S-6, S-7, S 17-S-20, S-35-S-37, 1-5, 1-13-1-17, 2-2, 2-26, 2-28, 2-34, 2-35, 2-38,
2-41, 2-48, 2-51, 2-55, 2-56, 2-59, 2-62, 3-14, 3-99, 3-101, 3-118, 4-4, 4-7, 4-9, 4-11-4-16,
4-21, 4-24-4-29, 4-35-4-37, 4-39, 4-42, 4-43, 4-45-4-49, 4-51, 4-54, 4-55, 4-57, 4-59-4-61,
4-63-4-73, 4-75-4-81, 4-84-4-96, 4-98, 4-101, 4-103, 4-109, 4-119-4-123, 4-125, 4-128, 4-129,
4-131-4-133

Implementation, S-7, S-19, S-20, S-30, S-34, 1-13, 2-2, 2-6, 2-11, 2-20, 2-21, 2-38, 2-61, 3-62,
3-107, 3-118, 4-3, 4-14, 4-20, 4-27, 4-35, 4-36, 4-39-4-43, 4-46, 4-48, 4-55, 4-59, 4-60, 4-63,
4-74, 4-78, 4-80, 4-88, 4-98, 4-99, 4-100-4-102, 4-117, 4-124-4-127, 4-130

Implementation Agreement, S-1, S-19, S-20, S-36, 2-1, 2-2, 2-8, 2-13, 2-61, 4-97, 4-131,4-132

Invertebrates, 4-79, 4-120

L

Land Access, 3-6

Land Exchange, S-20, S-37, 4-7, 4-97, 4-104, 4-132

Land Sales, S-20, S-37, 4-7, 4-132

Landscape, S-33, S-34, S-37, 1-2, 1-3, 1-15, 2-2, 2-9, 2-13, 2-14, 2-16, 2-23, 2-30, 2-37, 2-41,
2-60, 2-63, 3-8, 3-15, 3-16, 3-35, 3-61, 3-117, 3-118, 4-5, 4-7, 4-17, 4-35, 4-36, 4-50,
4-85-4-90, 4-95, 4-109, 4-112, 4-115, 4-117, 4-122, 4-129, 4-131-4-133

L ate-Successional Reserves, S-10, S-12, S-13, S-34, 1-6, 1-10, 2-3, 2-5, 2-8, 2-9, 2-10, 2-32, 2-33,
2-46, 2-62, 2-64, 3-2, 3-16, 3-52, 3-62, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, 4-34, 4-35, 4-78, 4-93, 4-99-4-102,
4-107, 4-111, 4-114, 4-117, 4-123, 4-125-4-130

Lifeforms, S-18, 2-20,-2-22, 2-31, 2-66, 3-44, 3-83, 3-84, 3-87, 3-96, 4-7, 4-43, 4-61, 4-62, 4-72,
4-73, 4-118

L SR, See Late-Successional Reserves

LWD, See Coarse Woody Debris

M

Marbled Murrelet, S-2, S-4, S-6, S-13, S-15, S-29, S-35, 1-1, 1-2, 1-6, 1-10, 1-13, 2-2, 2-3, 2-11,
2-19, 2-47, 2-62, 3-36, 3-56, 3-58, 4-1, 4-39, 4-109, 4-114

Matrix, 1-10, 1-14, 2-9, 2-10, 3-2, 3-5, 3-16, 3-83, 4-6, 4-7, 4-93, 4-108, 4-125

Mitigation, S-13, S-14, S-19, S-30, S-35, 1-4, 1-8, 1-13, 1-14, 2-21, 2-38, 4-1, 4-5-4-8, 4-41

Monitoring, S-13, S-18, S-36, 1-11, 1-13, 2-28, 2-29, 2-35, 2-37, 2-61-2-68, 3-49, 4-80, 4-102,
4-122, 4-126, 4-131

N

National Environmental Policy Act, S-19, 1-4, 1-18, 2-1, 2-2, 2-8, 4-100

NEPA, See National Environmental Policy Act

Nesting-Roosting-Foraging Habitat, S-12-S-15, S-28, S-35, 2-3, 2-5, 2-6, 2-9, 2-10, 2-27, 2-31,
2-33, 2-41-2-46, 2-48, 2-62, 2-67, 3-45, 3-52, 4-1, 4-5, 4-13, 4-29, 4-30, 4-32-4-38, 4-48, 4-73,
4-75, 4-90, 4-103, 4-107, 4-110-4-113, 4-118

Northern Spotted Owl, S-1, S-2, S4, S-6, S-13, S-14, S-28, 1-1, 1-5, 2-3, 2-19, 2-41, 2-43, 2-62,
3-36, 3-37, 3-39, 3-41, 3-45, 3-49, 3-106, 3-107, 4-8, 4-28, 4-33, 4-37, 4-109, 4-110

Northwest Forest Plan, S-4, S-12, S-13, S-20, S-31, S-34, S-37, 1-6, 1-10, 1-14, 2-3, 2-5, 2-6, 2-8,
2-46, 2-50, 2-68, 3-5, 3-16, 3-62, 3-107, 3-118, 4-5-4-8, 4-27, 4-29, 4-35, 4-36, 4-91, 4-95,
4-98-4-108, 4-110, 4-111, 4-113, 4-116, 4-117, 4-122, 4-124-4-126, 4-129-4-132

NRF, See Nesting-Roosting-Foraging Habitat

NWFP, See Northwest Forest Plan
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P

Peregrine Falcon, 1-10, 2-19, 2-20, 3-36, 3-38, 3-43, 3-79, 3-80, 4-58, 4-117

Planning Area, S-2, S-4-S-7, S$12-S-17, S-19, S-20, S-27-S-32, S35, 1-1, 1-2, 1-4, 1-5, 1-7-1-10,
1-13-1-15, 2-2, 2-4, 2-5, 2-7, 2-8, 2-10-2-16, 2-18-2-23, 2-26-2-28, 2-31, 2-32, 2-35-2-38,
2-41-2-53, 2-55-2-57, 2-59, 2-61-2-63, 2-66, 3-1, 3-2, 3-4-3-11, 3-13- 3-17, 3-24-3-26, 3-28,
3-29, 3-32-3-34, 3-36, 3-37, 3-41, 3-45, 3-47, 3-49, 3-50-3-56, 3-58, 3-60, 3-62, 3-65-3-84,
3-93-3-103, 3-109 -3-117, 4-1, 4-4, 4-6, 4-7, 4-10, 4-14-4-21, 4-25-4-39, 4-42-4-61, 4-63-4-68,
4-70-4-75, 4-78, 4-80, 4-84-4-90, 4-92-4-103, 4-105-4-119, 4-121-4-123, 4-125-4-130

Public Comment, 1-16, 1-18

Purpose of the Proposed Action, 1-1

Q
QMD, See Quadratic Mean Diameter

Quadratic Mean Diameter, 2-12, 2-13, 2-15, 2-17, 2-18, 2-45

R

Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl, 1-10

Recreation, S-6, S-32, 3-2-3-6, 3-112, 3-114, 3-115, 3-117, 4-85, 4-92, 4-93, 4-96, 4-109, 4-110,
4-129, 4-130

Reforestation, 2-24, 2-40

Relative Density, 2-12, 2-13, 2-15, 2-17, 2-18, 2-45

Reptiles, 1-9, 2-20, 3-83, 3-84, 4-64, 4-65

Resear ch, S$-18, 2-30, 2-43, 2-44, 2-50, 2-53, 2-68, 3-5, 3-50, 3-73

Resour ce Selection Prabability Function Model, 2-41, 2-62, 3-52, 4-29, 4-31, 4-32, 4-35, 4-36,
4-113

Restor ation 2-6, 4-37, 4-99, 4-101

Aquatic, 1-15, 4-119, 4-122

RHAS, See Riparian Habitat Areas

Riparian Habitat Areas, S-12, S-13, S-18, S-20, S-27, S-28, S-30, S-31, 2-3,-2-7, 2-13, 2-22, 2-29,
2-31-2-34, 2-36-2-38, 2-42, 2-43, 2-45, 2-54, 2-55, 2-64, 2-66, 2-68, 3-24, 3-85, 3-86, 4-2-4-4,
4-7, 4-8, 4-11-4-13, 4-15, 4-16, 4-18, 4-19, 4-23-4-26, 4-32, 4-35, 4-37, 4-38, 4-41-4-46,
4-48-4-61, 4-63, 4-64, 4-67-4-76, 4-78-4-81, 4-86-4-90, 4-100, 4-102, 4-105, 4-107-4-109,
4-111, 4-113, 4-115-4-118, 4-126-4-128, 4-131

Riparian Habitat Protection, S-18, 2-6, 2-29, 2-30

Riparian Leave Tree Areas, 2-4, 2-33, 2-64, 2-66, 4-23, 4-45, 4-48, 4-78, 4-79, 4-107, 4-126

Riparian Reserves, S-4, 2-6, 2-7, 4-117, 4-122, 4-123

Riparian Zone, S-28, 2-29, 2-64, 3-26, 4-22

RLTAS, SeeRiparian Leave Tree Areas

Road Building and Maintenance, 4-12, 4-13, 4-76

Road Closures, S-17, S-30, 2-38, 2-51, 2-52, 2-55-2-57, 3-61, 4-4, 4-12, 4-39, 4-41-4-43, 4-53,
4-66, 4-100, 4-114-4-116

Roadless Areas, 1-14, 3-6, 4-4, 4-5, 4-8

RSPF, See Resour ce Selection Probability Function M odel

S

Safe Harbor, 4-132

Salmon, S-31, 2-19, 3-20, 3-21, 3-37, 3-40, 3-78, 3-97-3-103, 4-118-4-122
Scoping, S-6, S-13-S-18, 2-7
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Section 10(a) Permit Species, S-6, 2-19, 2-20, 3-39, 4-27, 4-28

Sensitive Plant Species, 3-29, 4-24-4-26, 4-108

Sensitive Species, 1-8, 2-27, 2-57, 3-34, 3-68, 4-24

Special Emphasis Species, 1-9, 2-19, 2-20, 3-36, 3-37, 3-39, 3-65, 3-94, 3-96, 3-98, 4-27, 4-43,
4-64, 4-116, 4-117

Special Habitat Management, S-19, 2-57

Special Habitats, S-13, S-19, 2-3, 2-30, 2-57, 3-35, 3-83, 3-96, 4-22, 4-71, 4-117

Species of Concern, 1-8, 1-9, 2-19, 2-20, 3-34, 3-36, 3-38, 3-39, 3-76, 3-82, 3-96, 4-27, 4-55, 4-64,
4-92, 4-116, 4-117

Spotted Owl Habitat See Foraging and Disper sal Habitats and Nesting- Roosting-For aging
Habitats

Surveys, S-15, S-29, 1-6, 1-10, 2-3, 2-27, 2-28, 2-41, 2-42, 2-47-2-49, 2-61, 2-62, 2-65-2-67, 3-11,
3-39, 3-40, 3-49, 3-52, 3-54, 3-56, 3-58, 3-67, 3-99, 3-112, 4-17, 4-32, 4-39, 4-112

T

Talus Slopes, S-13, 2-3, 2-30, 2-57, 2-59, 3-11, 3-27, 3-28, 3-34, 3-37, 3-40, 3-69, 4-16, 4-22, 4-24,
4-26, 4-46, 4-47, 4-51, 4-52, 4-57, 4-117

Thinning, 2-2, 2-5, 2-9, 2-10, 3-14, 3-17, 3-45, 4-17, 4-18, 4-21, 4-27

Threatened Species, 1-5, 1-6, 3-32, 3-33, 3-45, 3-58, 3-78

Trout, S-31, 2-19, 3-21, 3-37, 3-40, 3-98-3-100-3-103, 4-80, 4-119-4-122

w

Water Quality, S-12, 1-3, 1-4, 1-11, 1-15, 2-7, 2-28, 2-29, 2-33, 2-37, 3-10, 3-14, 3-15, 4-9, 4-11,
4-12, 4-15, 4-63, 4-76, 4-80, 4-100-4-103, 4-122, 4-124, 4-126

Watershed Analysis, S-18, S-30, S-31, 1-4, 1-10, 2-4, 2-28-2-38, 2-65, 2-68, 3-11, 3-15, 4-3, 4-4,
4-9-4-16, 4-45, 4-63, 4-64, 4-77-4-81, 4-100, 4-102, 4-122, 4-124-4-128

Water shed Restoration, 4-122

Wetlands, S-13, 1-3, 1-11, 2-21, 2-22, 2-30, 2-53, 2-57-2-59, 3-9, 3-24, 3-28, 3-34, 3-37, 3-40, 3-65,
3-66, 3-86, 3-95, 4-16, 4-25, 4-41, 4-44, 4-45, 4-47, 4-52, 4-54, 4-58, 4-63, 4-64, 4-71, 4-75,
4-93, 4-115, 4-123

Y
Yarding Corridors, S-36, 2-33, 2-34, 4-79, 4-131
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Table5.  Acresof Land ownership in the Planning Area.

Designated Area and USFS Plum Creek Other Water Total
Matrix (Acres)
Acres % Acres % Acres | % | Acre| %
S
Congressionally Reserved 8,307 41 17 0.0 13 0.0 0 0.0 8,337
Area
Late-Successiona Reserve 55,256 274 | 40,647 | 23.7 2,261 55 0 0.0 97,564
Adaptive Management Area 90,051 44.6 67,129 | 39.7 | 13,155 | 32. | 6,633 | 100 176,96
0 8
Managed L ate-Successional 45 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 45
Area
Administratively Withdrawn 5,045 25 13 0.0 701 17 0 0.0 5,759
Area
Matrix 43,097 214 | 33,158 | 19.8 4,613 11. 0 0.0 81,228
2
Not Designated 0 0.0 28,453 | 16.8 | 20,335 | 49. 0 0.0 48,788
6
TOTALS 201,801 | 100 | 169,277 | 100 | 41,078 | 100 | 6,633 | 100 418,68
9
Percent of Total Planning 48.2 40.4 9.8 16

Area

NOTE: USFS- U.S. Forest Service
Designated Areas and Matrix applicable to Federal lands only

Source:  Plum Creek Timber Company (PCTC) Cascades Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 1995,

Geographic Information System (GIS) Analysis (cited hereafter as PCTC HCP GIS Analysis)
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INDEX TO THE FEIS

4
4(d) Rule, 36, 40

A

Access, 15, 25, 28, 30, 31, 33, 34, 40, 43
Adaptive Management, 6, 16, 17, 23, 24, 25, 40, 48
Adapative Management Areas, 17, 40
Administratively Withdrawn Areas, 40

Air Quality, 11, 25, 29, 35, 40

Alternatives Analyzed, 9, 13, 40

AMAs, See Adaptive Management Areas
Amphibians, 19, 20, 40

Anadromous, 17, 40

Aquatic, 12, 14, 21, 23, 24, 40, 44

Agquatic Conservation Strategy, 40

Aquatic Ecosystems, 40

Associated Species, 27, 33, 40

Assumptions, 15, 22, 29, 40

AWAS, See Administratively Withdrawn Areas

B

Bald Eagle, 40
Bats, 21, 40

Bull Trout, 17, 40

C

Canopy Closure, 16, 19, 40

Caves, 11, 20, 21, 36, 40

Clean Air Act, 40

Clean Water Act, 40

Coarse Woody Debris, 40, 43
Congressionally Reserved Areas, 40
Connective Corridors, 40

Connectivity, 31, 35, 40

CRA, See Congressionally Reserved Areas
Critical Habitat, 40

Cumulative Effects, 12, 30, 33, 34, 35, 36, 40

D

DCAs, See Designated Conservation Areas
Deferrals, 10, 17, 22, 23, 41

Designated Conservation Areas, 41
Dispersal Corridors, 10, 41

Final EIS
March 1996

49



Dispersal Habitat, 1, 14, 31, 36, 39, 41

E

Ecosystem, 6, 41

Employment, 41

Endangered Species, 1, 2, 3, 13, 41

Endangered Species Act, 1, 3,7, 9, 13, 14, 31, 41
Environmental Consequences, 1, 11, 28, 41
ESA, See Environmental Species Act
Exchanges, 15, 30, 39, 41

F

FD, See Foraging and Dispersal Habitat

FEMAT, See Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team Report
FIBRPLAN, 41

Fire Management, 41

Fish Resources, 41

FMAZ, 41

Foraging and Dispersal Habitat, 1, 10, 16, 21, 23, 31, 32, 41
Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team Report, 41
Forest Practices Regulations, 41

Fragmentation, 31, 35, 41

G

Goshawk, 41

Gray Wolf, 3, 1, 2, 11, 12, 18, 23, 41

Grizzly Bear, 3, 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 23, 41

H
Harvest Methods, 16, 41

I

IA, See Implementation Agreement

Impacts, 2, 20, 21, 30, 31, 32, 35, 37, 38, 42
Implementation, 3, 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 11, 22, 25, 37, 41, 42
Implementation Agreement, 1, 3, 6, 7, 25, 37, 41, 42
Invertebrates, 30, 42

L

Land Access, 25, 43

Land Exchange, 43

Land Sales, 15, 39, 43

Landscape, 5, 23, 43

Late-Successional Reserves, 17, 22, 29, 43
Lifeforms, 27, 38, 43

LSR, See Late Successional Reserves

LWD, See Coarse Woody Debris
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M

Marbled Murrelet, 3, 1, 2, 10, 12, 17, 23, 36, 43
Matrix, 22, 25, 43, 48

Mitigation, 9, 11, 15, 38, 43

Monitoring, 9, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 43

N

National Environmental Policy Act, 6, 10, 13, 15, 43
NEPA, See National Environmental Policy Act
Nesting-Roosting-Foraging Habitat, 1, 10, 23, 31, 38, 43
Northern Spotted Owl, 3, 1, 10, 17, 30, 35, 43, 44
Northwest Forest Plan, 25, 28, 31, 35, 43

NRF, See Nesting-Roosting-Foraging Habitat

NWFP, See Northwest Forest Plan

P

Peregrine Falcon, 43

Planning Area, 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 36,
37,43, 48

Public Comment, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15, 43

Purpose of the Proposed Action, 43

Q
QMD, See Quadratic Mean Diameter

Quadratic Mean Diameter, 44

R

Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted Owl, 44
Recreation, 12, 27, 34, 36, 44

Reforestation, 17, 44

Relative Density, 16, 44

Reptiles, 44

Research, 5, 23, 44

Resource Selection Probability Function Model, 10, 22, 23, 31, 44
Restoration, 44, 45

RHAs, 12, 14, 16, 17, 28, 33, 34, 35, 44

Riparian Habitat Areas, 44

Riparian Habitat Protection, 16, 17, 44
Riparian Leave Tree Areas, 44

Riparian Reserves, 14, 44

Riparian Zone, 29, 44

RLTAs, See Riparian Leave Tree Areas

Road Building and Maintenance, 44

Road Closures, 34, 44

Roadless Areas, 9, 44

Final EIS
March 1996 o1



RSPF, See Resource Selection Probability Function Model

S

Salmon, 44

Scoping, 5, 13, 14, 15, 44

Section 10(a) Permit Species, 30, 44
Sensitive Plant Species, 44

Sensitive Species, 44

Special Emphasis Species, 26, 32, 36, 44
Special Habitat Management, 11, 19, 44
Special Habitats, 21, 29, 36, 44

Species of Concern, 26, 27, 32, 36, 39, 45
Spotted Owl Habitat, 16, 23, 35, 45
Surveys, 5, 10, 18, 22, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31, 36, 45

T
Talus Slopes, 11, 20, 36, 45
Thinning, 45

Threatened Species, 45
Trout, 17, 40, 45

W

Water Quality, 14, 19, 22, 25, 29, 45

Watershed Analysis, 10, 12, 16, 17, 19, 23, 24, 29, 33, 34, 45
Watershed Restoration, 45

Wetlands, 11, 19, 20, 25, 45

Y
Yarding Corridors, 45
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APPENDIX 1
DEIS Distribution Report
and
FEIS Distribution List

Note: names in bold and italics received the DEIS document. All others received the Executive Summary of the HCP and
DEIS.

1.0 DEIS DISTRIBUTION REPORT (Asof March 25, 1996)
11 FEDERAL
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
James Lyons, Under Secretary - Natural Resources & Environment
Tom Tuchman, Director - Office of Forestry & Economic Devel opment

U.S. Forest Service
Mt. Baker/Snoqua mie National Forest
Dennis E. Bschor, Forest Supervisor
Rudy Edwards, North Bend District Ranger
Mariann Armijo

Catherine Stephenson, Cle Elum District Ranger
Jim Bannister, Cle Elum

John Lemkuhl, Cle Elum

Tony Lukle, Cle Elum

John Morrow, Cle Elum

Keith Kistler, Cle Elum

Wenatchee National Forest

Sonny O’Neil, Forest Supervisor
James Pena, Naches District Ranger
Colin Leingang

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Marine Fisheries Service
Steven W. Landino

Nationa Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
Mark Eames, Office of General Counsel
Bill Archambault

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
Department of Interior Library

Dianne Hoobler, Regional Solicitor, Portland
Fish and Wildlife Service
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Mike Spear, Regional Director

Thomas Dwyer, Deputy Regiona Director

Curt Smitch, Asst. Regional Director, HCP Program Office
Washington, D.C. Office

Portland, OR Regional Office

Olympia, WA Field Office

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region 10
Ruth Siguenza, Environmental Review

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
Walter Larrick, Yakima Project Office

U.S. SENATE

Washington Delegation
The Honarable Slade Gorton
The Honorable Patty Murray

Committee on Environment and Public Works
Mr. Steve Shimberg, Staff Director/Chief Counsel
Dr. James Tate, Jr.
Ms. Janet Coit
Mr. David Hoskins

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington Delegation

The Honorable Rick White

The Honorable George Nethercutt

The Honorable Jack Metcalf

The Honorable Norm Dicks

The Honorable Jennifer Dunn

The Honorable Doc Hastings

The Honorable Randy Tate

The Honorable Linda Smith

Leadership Staff
Mr. Rob Hood, Office of the Speaker
Mr. Scott Jacobs, L egidative Assistant
Mr. ErikaM. Feller, Legidative Assistant
Ms. Elizabeth Megginson, Committee on Resources

Mr. Bill SSimmons, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forest and Lands, Committee on Resources
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1.2 STATE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Dean Judd, Coordinator, Governor’'s Timber Team

STATE LEGISLATORS
Representative Marlin Applewick
Representative Clyde Ballard, Speaker of the House and 12th District
Representative Jim Buck
Representative Gary Chandler, 13th District
Representative Phillip E. Dyer, 5th District
Representative Dale Foreman
Representative Steve Fuhrman
Representative Joyce Mulligan, 13th District
Representative Eric Robertson, 31st District
Representative Brian C. Thomas, 5th District
Representative Les Thomas, 31st District
Senator Marcus Gaspard
Senator Jim Hargrove
Senator Harold Hochstatter, 13th District
Senator Dan McDonald
Senator Bob Oke
Senator Pam Roach, 31st District

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Jennifer Belcher, Commissioner of Lands
Chuck Turley, Forest Practices Division
Rick Cooper, HCP Director
Steve Bernath, Forest Practices Division
L. Beusan
C. Gallagher
T. Robinson
D. Theoe
S. Trettevich

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
D. Roberts, Water Quality Program
S. Butkus, Water Quality Program
C. Hall, Yakima
C. McKinney, Yakima
J. Thompson, Yakima

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Bob Turner, Yakima
Brent Renfrow, Y akima
Gary Engman, Region 4, Habitat Biologist
David Whipple, HCP Coordinator
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation

Mary Thompson

David Hansen

1.3 COUNTY
KITTITAS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Ray Owens, Kittitas County Commissioner
Mary Subert, Kittitas County Commissioner
Don Sorrenson, Kittitas County Commissioner
Mark Carey, Planning Director, Kittitas County Commissioners
Amy Tonsley - Planning Office

KING COUNTY
Bob Derrick, Director, Department of Development & Environmental Services
Larry Phillips - King County Council
Cynthia Sullivan - King County Council

1.4 LOCAL

CITY OF CLE ELUM
Gary Berndt, Mayor
Floyd Rogalski

CITY OF ELLENSBURG
Larry Mattson, Ellensburg Planning Commission

CITY OF ROSLYN
Jack Denning, Mayor

CITY OF SEATTLE
Jm Erckmann, Water Department, Cedar River Watershed
Keith Kurka, Water Department

CITY OF SOUTH CLE ELUM
Jm Devere, Mayor

CITY OF TACOMA,
Dick Ryan, Water Supply/Watershed Forester, Tacoma Public Utilities
Dennis Ellison, Water Quality, Tacoma Public Utilities

15 TRIBAL
Columbia River Tribal Commission
Rob Lothrop
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Muckleshoot Tribe
Virginia Cross, Chairperson
Martin Fox

Nisqually Tribe
Ed Salminen

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
Dennis McDonald
Janet Burcham

Puyallup Tribe
Jeff Thomas

Quinault Tribe
Bruce Jones

Skalam Tribe
Mike Reed

Tulalip Tribe
Paul Kennard

Y akama Indian Nation
Méelissa Rowe
Carrie Jo Meneinick - Jones, Division of Natural Resources
Eric Hanson
Carroll Palmer
Lee Hoppis

1.6 ORGANIZATIONS
ENVIRONMENTAL AND RECREATIONAL
ALPS

Len Gardner, President

American Rivers
Loraine Bodi, Co - Director, Regiona Office

Audubon Society
Jim Pissot, Director
Len Steiner
Janna Treisman

Bullitt Foundation
Emory Bundy
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Defenders of Wildlife
William Snape 111

Environmenta Defense Fund
Michael Bean

Federation of Fly Fishers
Pete Soverel

Inland Empire Public Lands Council
John Osborn

Long Live the Kings
John Sayre

Mountaineers
Craig Rowley, President
Dyche Kinder

Mountains to Sound Greenway
Nancy Keith, Executive Director
Ken Konigsmark

National Water Resources
James Trull, President

Nature Conservancy
Elliott Marks, Director

North Cascades Conservation Council
M. Goldsworthy

Northwest Ecosystem Alliance
David Werntz

Northwest Friends of the Earth
David Ortman

Northwest Motorcycle Association
Ron Mogenthal er
Scott Taylor

Pacific Northwest Four Whed Drive Association
Carol Jensen
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Pacific Rivers Council
Willa Nehlson

Quinault Management Center
Gary Morishima

Save Our Salmon
Tim Stearns

Sierra Club-Cascades Chapter
Charles C. Raines, Director Checkerboard Project

Trout Unlimited
Frank Urabeck, Vice President, Western Washington

Washington Environmental Council
Darlene Madenwald, President
Joan Crooks

Washington Native Plant Society
Jerry Davison

Washington State Snowmobile Association
Howard Briggs

Washington Trails Association
Mark Boyar
Karl Forsgaard

Washington Trout
Lynn Miller

Wilderness Society
Steven Whitney, Regional Director
Michagl Anderson
Bill Keaton

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS
Washington Forest Protection Association
Bill Jacobs

American Forest and Paper Association
Chip Murray

Nationa Forestry Association
Bob Dicks
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Society of American Foresters
Neal Hart

MEDIA
Christian Science Monitor
Brad Knickerbocker

Daily Olympian
John Dodge

Ellensburg Daily Record
Pat Woodell
Mike Johnson

Everett Herald
Sharon Salger

King TV
Scott Miller

KPLU
Jennifer Schmidt

KTCS-TV 9
Gary Harikawa

North Kittitas Country Tribune
Mike Gallagher

Peninsula Daily News
Steve Powell

Sesttle Post- Intelligencer
Rob Taylor
Mindy Cameron

Sedttle Times
Eric Pryne
Don Hanula
Ross Anderson
Terry Tang

Spokesman Review
Julie Titone

Tacoma Morning News Tribune
Ledlie Brown

Y akima Associated Press
Aviva Brandt

Y akima Herald Republic
Joe Rose
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1.7 UNIVERSITIES/LIBRARIES

UNIVERSITIES

Univeristy of Montana
Dan Pletcher, Wildlife Biology Program, School of Forestry
John Gangemi

University of Washington
Jerry Franklin, Ph.D.
Justin Hall, PAC Forest

LIBRARIES

University of Montana Library

University of Washington Library

Wenatchee Public Library

Seattle Public Library, Government Publications Department
Evergreen State College Library

Central Washington University Library

King County Library - Bellevue

King County Library - North Bend

Enumclaw Public Library

Final EIS
March 1996

A-10



1.8 INDIVIDUALS
Glen Aurdahl

Mitch Baker

Ellie Belew

Dick Best

Melanie Bojanowski
Brian Boothe
Gordon Bradley

Jim Brady

David Bricklin

Mary Burke

Colores Cadtillo
Jina Chan

Jm Chapman
Janet Coit

Bill Dalmeyer
Poppy Davis
Art Day
Heather Desal

Mr. Eberhart
Eric Edsinger
Wedley Engstrom
Maria Elijah

Sen Finn
Henry Frasier

John Gangemi
Nancy Geboski
Kevin Geraghty
Max Gollodey
John Gorman

Perry Hagenstein
Jay Hair

Dennis Halligen
Jeff Hallo

Elisa Hampton
Mike Hankins
Bob Harns

Ben Hayward
Becky Herbig

Bill Holmes
Janet Hope
David Hoskins
Lucy Huong

John lves

Hiroaki Kakizawa
Doug Kilgore
David Klinger
Rand Knight

Bob Kummer

Mark Lawler
VderieLee
Joe Leysath
Janet Liddle
Frank Ligon
Bill Loeber
Dave Lorence
Louise Luce

Barb MacGregor
Mike Mackelwich

Diane MaCrae
Janet Mackey

Jeff Madsen

Holly Manke-Wento
Theresa Mannix

E. McLanahan
Andrew Miller
David Moffett

Bob Monahan

Doug Oaks
Kathy O’ Conner

Susan Parr

Jan Pauw
Randy Payne
Angela Percival
Adam Poe

Bob Riggs

Melanie Rowland

Galen Schuler
Edward Sculywest
Brenda Senturia
Steve Shimberg
Greg Shroer

Heidi Siegelbaum
Heather Smmons
Stephanie Skinner
M. Southerland
Joe Staley
Priscilla Stanford
Joelle Steward
Tom Stewart

Ike Sugg

Brendon Swedlow

Liz Tanke
Cindy Thieman
John Titus
Elissa Torres
Mike Town
Bob Tuck

Morris Ubelacker
Dan Varland
Robert Wattez
Bob Weeks
Robert Wininger

Cindy Young
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19 CONTRIBUTORSTO THE HCP DOCUMENT
Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P.

Raedeke Associates, Inc.

National Council for Air and Stream Improvment

D.R. Systems, Inc.

Brodie Group

Perkins-Coie

20 FEISDISTRIBUTION LIST

2.1 FEDERAL
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
U.S. Forest Service

John Morrow

Sonny O’ Nell

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region 10 - Richard Parkin

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NOAA
NMFS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
USFWS

FEDERAL LEGISLATORS
The Honorable Slade Gorton
The Honorable Patty Murray
The Honorable Rick White
The Honorable George Nethercutt
The Honorable Jack Metcalf
The Honorable Norm Dicks
The Honorable Jennifer Dunn
The Honorable Doc Hastings
The Honorable Randy Tate
The Honorable Linda Smith

LEADERSHIP/COMMITTEES
James Tate, Jr. - Senate Committee, Environment

2.2 STATE
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Bob Turner
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STATE LEGISLATORS
Representative Jim Buck
Representative Gary Chandler
Representative Steve Fuhrman
Representative Joyce Mulligan
Representative Barney Beeksma

2.3 COUNTY

Kittitas County Commissioners
Ray Owens
Mary Subert
Don Sorrenson

Ellensburg Planning Commission
Larry Mattson

Y akima Basin Joint Board
Patrick Monk

24 CITY

City of Cle Elum
Floyd Rogal ski
Gary Berndt

City of South Cle Elum
Jim Devere

City of Ellensburg
Larry Mattson

City of Roslyn
Jack Denning

2.5 TRIBAL
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
Karen Walter
Isabel Tinoco

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
Janet Burcham

PuyallupTribe of Indians
Jeff Thomas

Tuldip Tribe
Daryl Williams
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Y akama Indian Nation
Carroll Palmer

2.6 ORGANIZATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL AND RECREATIONAL

ALPS
Len Gardner

Audubon Society
Beverly Blinn
Timothy Cullinan
Marianne Gordon
David Jennings
Bonnie Phillips-Howard

Central Cascades Alliance

Jay Letto

Defenders of Wildlife
William Snape I11

Environmental Defense Fund
Michael Bean

Kettle Range Conservation Group
Timothy Coleman

Mountaineers
Craig Rowley

Northwest Ecosystem Alliance
David Werntz

Northwest Motorcycle Association
Scott Taylor

Pacific Forest Trust
Daniel Hal

River Council of Washington
Brook Drury

Sierra Club-Casacade Checkerboard Project
Charlie Raines
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Washington Environmental Council
Toby Thaler

Washington Native Plant Society
Jerry Davison

Wilderness Society
Steve Whitney

INDUSTRIAL
Northwest Forest Association
Bob Dick

Washington Forest Protection Association
Bill Jacobs

2.7 UNIVERSITIES/LIBRARIES
University of Washington
Dr. Jerry Franklin (Forest Resources)
Dr. Gordon Orians (Zoology)
Dr. Estella Leopold (Paleobotany)

University of Montana Library

University of Washington Library

Wenatchee Public Library

Seattle Public Library, government Publications Department
Evergreen State College Library

Central Washington University Library

King County Library System - Bellevue

King County Library - North Bend

Enumclaw Public Library

2.8 INDIVIDUALS

Mitch Baker Bob Harns
Ellie Belew Stan Haye
John Bigas Ben Hayward
Melanie Bojanowski Becky Herbig
Brian Booth Lucie Huong
Mark Boyar
Will Johnson
Brad Carlquist
Jim Chapman Keith Kistler
Arthur Day Mark Lawler
Joe Leysath
Henry Fraser Troy Locdti
Fina EIS
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Donald & Linda Parks

Susan Parr
Randy Payne

William Scott
Edward Scullywest
Donad Seaman
Stan Sovern
Brenda Senturia
Edward Syrjala

Liz Tanke

Don Theoe
Cindy Thieman
John Titus
Mike Town

Morris Ubelacker

Robert Wattez
Bob Weeks

29 CONTRIBUTORS TO THE HCP
MODIFICATIONS

Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P.

Raedeke Associates, Inc.
Brodie Group
Perkins-Coie
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APPENDIX 2

DEIS List of Commentors
and Services' Response to Comments

This appendix consists of three sections: (1) alisting of the commentors responding to the draft EIS for
the Proposed Issuance of a Permit to allow incidental take of Threatened and Endangered Species on
Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P. landsin the 1-90 corridor, King and Kittitas Counties, Washington;
(2) the comment category outline; and (3) the Services responses to public comments by category.

The public comment period for the draft EI'S began on November 17, 1995 and closed on January 22,
1996. Federal and State agencies, Tribes, environmental organizations, officials, and the public were
invited to comment on the draft EIS. A completelisting of the agencies, organizations, and individuals
receiving the draft EIS is shown in Appendix 1.

During the public comment period, 166 |etters and 424 preprinted cards, representing 737 individuas
were received. Among the total comments received, most were either form or modified form
letters/cards, and theremainder werelettersor small reports prepared by agencies, Tribes, environmental
organizations, or individuals. While the vast mgority of comments came from Washington State,
comments were also received from Washington, D.C., Georgia, Oregon, California, and Wyoming.

Section C of this appendix contains the Services' responses to public comments. After analyzing the
comments, the Services summarized rel ated topicsinto categoriesto avoid cumbersometext duplication,
then responded to the concerns expressed in the comments.

Notethat many of the commentsaddressed herein areclearly directed at theHCP. To becertainthat they
were adequately addressed since they relate to the Proposed Plan (Preferred Alternative), the Services
treated them as NEPA commentsin this document. Those commentswill be further treated in any HCP
decision documents which may be prepared as a result of this proposal.

A. LIST OF COMMENTORS

Federal Agencies

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Richard B. Parkin

U.S. Forest Service, Wenatchee Nationa Forest, Sonny J. O'Neal

State Agencies
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, Robert Turner
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State Congressional Delegation

Washington House of Representatives, Barney Beeksma
Washington House of Representatives, Jim Buck
Washington House of Representatives, Gary Chandler
Washington House of Representatives, Joyce Mulliken
Washington House of Representatives, Steve Fuhrman
Washington House of Representatives, Ken Jacobsen

Universities
University of Washington, Jerry F. Franklin, Ph.D.

Indian Tribes

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Isabal Tinoco

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Karen Walter

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Janet Burcham
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Bruce Davies
Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Jeffrey Thomas

The Tuldip Tribes, Daryl Williams

Y akama Indian Nation, Carroll Palmer

State Cooperative
Y akima Basin Joint Board, Patrick A. Monk

Environmental Organizations

Defenders of Wildlife - Washington D.C., \William J. Snape, 111
National Audubon Society, Timothy P. Cullinan
Central Cascades Alliance, Jay Letto

Environmental Defense Fund, Michadl J. Bean

North Cascades Conservation Council, Rick McGuire
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Dave Werntz

Rivers Council of Washington, Brooke M. Drury
Sierra Club - Checkerboard Project, Charles C. Raines & Associates
Sierra Club - California, Kathy Bailey

The Wilderness Society, Steven Whitney

Washington Environmental Council, Toby Thaler
Washington Native Plant Society, Jerry Davison
Alpine Lakes Protection Society, Len Gardner

Black Hills Audubon Society, David Jennings

Friends of the Green River, Patricia Sumption

Kettle Range Conservation Group, Timothy J. Coleman
Kittitas Audubon Society, Marianne Gordon

Pilchuck Audubon Society, Bonnie Phillips

Rainier Audubon Society, Beverly Blinn

Ridge, Ellie Belew

The Mountaineers, Craig Rowley
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Recreational Organizations

Issaguah Alps Trails Club, William Longwell
Northwest Motorcycle Association, Scott Taylor
Washington Trails Association, Ira Spring

Industry Associations

Northwest Forestry Association, Malcolm R. Dick

Washington Forest Protection Association., William C. Jacobs

Interested Individuals
Heather Anderson

E.D. Markham

Richard Gelb

Charles M. Bagley, Jr. Ed Giecek Michael Marsh, Ph.D.

Mitch Baker Joe Ginsburg Anne Martin

Christa Barke Jan Glick Lauris C. Mattson

Arleno Bdll Bob Goldberg Joelle Mauthe

Rebecca A. Benton Marcy J. Golde J.C. May

Mary Bicknell Charles R. Gustafson Jeff McGrath

Paul Blodgett Jill McGrath

Rosemary Bodien Virg Harder Mavra McLoughlin

Melanie Bojanowski Bob Harn Kevin T. Moore

Brian C. Booth Michael Harris John E. Morrow

Mark Boyar Charles Hawkins

Susan M. Buhr Stan Haye Warren Northrop

Sylvia Burges Bev Hayward

Joan Burton L.A. Heberlein Mark Oberle
Rebecca Herbig Mark Ostersmith

Mary Campbell Jack Hornung

Alan Carlton Lucie Huong Sheila Parker

James L. Chapman Donald and Linda Parks

Pat Collier Will Johnson Susan M. Parr

Sarah S. Cooke Randall D. Payne
Kevin A. Kilbridge Tom Pierce

Poppy Davis Keith D. Kistler Diane Porter-Gibbins

Arthur Day Norman C. Kunkel Douglas Post

Tad Dodge Avis Rana

Deanne C. Drake Greg D. Latimer Robert Rhodes

David M. Dunneback Mark Lawler Robert E. Rutkoeski
Joe Leysath Edward S. Scullywest

Constantin Economou Hal Lindstrom Brenda Senturia

Peat and Mary Emma Troy Locati Birgit Seuesrott

Eriksen John A. Lombard Chandra Shah
Autumn M. Lovejoy Jon Shemerdiak

Carol Fahrenbruch David L. Lutschg Paul Sisson

Babhits Faires-Selby Donald D. Snow

Henry Fraser ChrisA. Magill Page M. Spahr
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Paul Spitalny
Richard Stebetee
Denise Stotsenberg
R.S. Swenson

Liz Tanke

Cindy Thieman
Richard E. Tindey
Jon Titus

Mike Town

Morris L. Uebelacker
John Utzinger

Jordan Van Voast
John J. Villa
Joseph I. Vincent

Linda Ann Vorobik, Ph.D.

Robert Wattez
Carol G. Watts
Robert Weeks

Kurt Weiland
JuliaWelde

Gary L. Westerlund
Adam Wexler

Katy Willdard
Grant M. Woodfield
Scott Wotipka

Haruko Y urky
Kaffb Zohn

424 pre-printed cards
(477 signatures)
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C. SERVICES RESPONSESBY CATEGORY

l. GENERAL COMMENTS

Comment Summary:

Intotal, the Servicesreceived commentsfrom the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Wenatchee
National Forest, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), six members of the State House
of Representatives, one professor at the College of Forest Resources (University of Washington), eight
letters from five Tribes and tribal organizations, two national conservation organizations, eight State
environmental organizations, 17 local organizations (one of which contained a petition signed by 82
people), two industry organizations, and the Y akima Basin Joint Board. The Services aso received 118
letters from 122 individuals.

House of Representative members and the industry organizations supported the HCP; EPA, Wenatchee
National Forest, WDFW, and tribal organizations made suggestions; Defenders of Wildlife offered
general support with suggestions; environmental groups generally opposed the Plan asit was proposed -
somewere strongly opposed to it while others requested modifications; most individuals either strongly
opposed the Plan or requested modifications - only afew individuals were supportive; and a professor
at the College of Forest Resources (University of Washington) supported the Plan. A number of
commentors remarked on the wildlife value of the Planning Area.

Services Response:

The Services recognize these comments. Regarding the last comment, the Services agree that the
Planning Area is important for landscape connectivity in the central Cascades (see other Responses
below that address Connectivity and General Wildlife).

1. DESCRIPTION OF AREAS
A. Location and Boundaries

Comment Summary:

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Defenders of Wildlife, North Cascades Conservation Council, Rivers
Council of Washington, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, six local organizations (including a
petition signed by 82 people), and 77 individuals (letters) and 477 individuals (424 preprinted cards)
commented that Plum Creek’ s Cle Elum River property should be added to the HCP, isan important area
for wildlife and other values, or isin acritical strategic location. Oneindividua commented that the HCP
should include the Cle Elum River property as an “Adaptive Management Area’. The Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project also commented that other landsin King and Kittitas Counties should be
included as well and says “gerrymandering” is not good.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant prepared the HCP voluntarily to address specific species conservation and ecosystem
management optionsfor Company owned forest landsin the central Cascade Mountains. Theconservation
planning process enabled in section 10(a)(1)(b) of the ESA isentirely avoluntary process. Many decisions
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regarding plan design, including which speciesand landsthe A pplicant wantscovered, are Applicant driven
decisons. The Applicant has indicated that it excluded the Cle Elum River property from the HCP for
severa reasons. Firdt, all properties owned by the Applicant in the HCP Planning Area have been
designated as forest lands of long-term commercial significance, by Kittitas County, with commercial
forestry as the primary land use. As such, these lands have been included in Applicant’s long-term
strategic forest management plan. However, the Cle Elum River property has not been designated asforest
land of long-term commercial significance by Kittitas County and is not considered by the Applicant to be
suitable asforest land of long-term commercial value. Second, the property is not required for the long-
term biological success of the Planning Area. Finaly, the Applicant does not intend to retain ownership
of these landsfor the duration of the Permit period, and therefore, these lands have been excluded from the
Applicant’s long-term strategic forest management planning.

Although the Cle Elum River property is not included in the HCP, these lands would continue to be
regulated under section 9 of the ESA and State law. Furthermore, the Applicant is actively engaged in
ongoing wildlife research and fish habitat restoration activities on these properties. These properties are
experiencing problemsassociated with forest health and unauthorized recreational and off-road vehicleuse.
The wildlife values are therefore considerably less than indicated in many comments.

B. Area Size

Comment Summary:
Oneindividual commented that the HCP, due to the checkerboard ownership pattern, would actually have
an effect on 250,000 acres of land, not just the 169,177 acres of Plum Creek ownership.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant has considered aPlanning Areagreater than 400,000 acres, however, the HCP only covers
thelandsowned by the Applicant. Inaddition, because of theintermingled ownershipinthe Planning Ares,
the Applicant designed the HCP to be consistent with the goal s and objectives of applicable Federal forest
management efforts (HCP Section 1.5; Federal Land Management Strategy and Section 1.6; Consistency
With Federal Regulations). For example, the HCP includes ecosystem-based strategies, as recommended
by the Northwest Forest Plan (HCP Section 1.5.1), that are consistent with Federal objectives for the
conservation and recovery of listed species (HCP Section 3.0). In addition, the HCP incorporates the
biological goas and objectives, recommended in the final draft Recovery Plan for the Northern Spotted
Owl, for non-federal landsin Designated Conservation Areas (DCAS) in the Planning Area (HCP Section
1.4; Historical Spotted Owl Management).

The Applicant recognized early inthe processthat itsactivitiesin the Planning Areacould affect other non-
federal and Federal ownerships. Therefore, the objective was to develop a spatially referenced database
for all lands within the Planning Area, including land not managed by the Applicant. Coordination of
databases and assumptions regarding non-federal landownersis discussed in HCP Sections 2.6.3 (Other
Landowner’ sDatabases); 2.6.4 (Other Landowner Coordination); and 2.6.5 (Assumptions). Coordination
with Federal agencies with jurisdiction of land in the Planning Areais discussed in HCP Sections 2.6.5.1
(Primary Assumptions on Federal Lands) and 2.6.5.2 (Secondary Assumptions on Federal Lands).

C. Climate
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Comment Summary:

The National Audubon Society and one local organization suggested that the HCP and DEIS should
evaluate “ climatological phenomena’ and that the effects of globa warming could changethe entireforest
dynamic.

Services’ Response:

Climatological phenomena and/or other phenomena or events which could materially change the entire
forest dynamics, and otherwise warrant arevision of the HCP under section 10(a) of the ESA isaddressed
in the HCP under Section 5.3.1 (Unforeseen Circumstances) and Section 5.3.2 (Extraordinary
Circumstances), and in the Implementation Agreement under Sections 7.0 (Amendments) and 8.0
(Unforeseen and Extraordinary Circumstances). However, dueto retention and regrowth of treesand other
vegetation, the net effect on the global carbon budget is expected to be practically zero.

D. Other Characteristics of the Area

Comment Summary:

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented on possible
errors in the characterization of the Planning Area. The comments addressed landownership on DEIS
Figures 1 and 2 and roadless area boundaries on DEIS Figure 1.

Services’ Response:

Land ownership information used to create DEIS Figures 1 and 2 was obtained by the Applicant from a
variety of sources including the National Forests, City of Tacoma, Washington Department of Natural
Resources, King County, and other privatelandowners. Most of thedight discrepanciesin land ownership
data can be traced to one of the following: (1) recent sale or acquisition of lands by other owners; (2)
exchange of lands between other private |landowners and the Forest Service; (3) Applicant’s ownership of
timber rights on lands not owned by the Applicant; and/or (4) inadvertent mis-labeling of ownership by one
or more data sources. Regardless of the reason for the discrepancy, acreage associated with these
variations is small and would not affect impacts and implementation of the HCP. Roadless area
boundaries were reviewed by the Applicant and roadless areas adjacent to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness
Area were not correctly delineated. In fact, it appeared that the Alpine Lakes Wilderness Area was a
roadlessareainitsentirety. DEISFigure 1 has been revised and included in the FEISto accurately reflect
theinformation available from the GI S Department of the Wenatchee National Forest. In addition, Figure
1 now reflects the unroaded areas which are considerably lessthat the roadless areas. Specificaly, inthe
Planning Area, roadless areas comprise 86,975 acres while the unroaded acres are 19,930.

.  ABIOTIC ISSUES
A. Air Quality

Comment Summary:

One individual commented that considerable leeway could be given to Plum Creek in matters of air
pollution in achieving targets, aslong as it works.

Services’ Response:

In accord with HCP Section 1.2.3 and the commitment in the Implementation Agreement, the Applicant
would comply with al applicable State and Federal regulations regarding air quality.
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B. Soils

Comment Summary:
One individual commented that incorporating more selective harvest methods into the HCP strategies
should be a priority to maintain the structural and organic components of the forest floor and soil.

Services’ Response:

Selective and partial harvesting techniques are components of the HCP strategy. Asmentioned inthe HCP
(see Section 3.0), selective and partia harvesting would likely constitute between 80 and 85 percent of the
harvesting on the east side of the Cascades and between 30 to 35 percent on the west side. All harvest
activities on the Applicant’s lands in the Planning Area would require a Forest Practices Notification or
Approval from the DNR; the issuance of which is contingent upon compliance with provisions of the
Washington Forest Practices Act (RCW 76.09) and implementing Forest Practices Rulesand Regulations
(WAC 222-010). The Services believe that the measures discussed in the HCP under Section 1.2.3.1
(Harvest Methods); 1.2.3.2 (Reforestation); 1.2.3.3 (Growth Enhancement and Maintenance); 1.2.3.4
(Road Building and Maintenance); and 1.2.3.5 (Watershed Analysis) al appropriately address the issue.

1. Stability

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and Puyallup Tribe of Indians commented that nonfish-
bearing perennia and intermittent streams should have adequate buffers to prevent mass-wasting events
and erosion; the Tulalip Tribes recommended that landdlide potential be inventoried for al existing forest
roads and for future road engineering standards to be specified; and the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission commented that the HCP dtrategy for nonfish-bearing, perennial streams does not
substantially improve on State Forest Practi ces Rulesand Regulationsfor maintaining bank stability. One
individual asked if there are limitations to logging on steep dide prone dopes; one individual commented
that additional buffer width is needed on riparian zones for protection from erosion and landdlides.

Services’ Response:

Existing forest practice regulations include limitations for logging on steep dide-prone slopes (Appendix
5). Inaddition, the Applicant hasagreed, asadditional mitigation, to fund and completewatershed analysis
inall watershedsinthe Planning Area. Thiswatershed analysis (scheduled for completionin 5 years after
Permit issuance) would be used to identify these steep, sensitive areas. Most prescriptionsfor these areas
(e.g., inner gorges) include riparian buffersthat generally prohibit harvesting and road construction. The
landdide potential for existing forest roads and future roads would be inventoried and addressed by the
Applicant through the commitment for conducting watershed analys s throughout the Planning Area and
through the devel opment and implementation of road maintenance and abandonment plans. The 100-foot
RHA on nonfish-bearing, perennial streams, especially in the Yakima Subbasin, is a substantial
improvement over State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations and is designed to maintain bank stability
(HCP Section 3.3.3.1). In addition, the Applicant has added a 30-foot zone on Type 4 Stream RHAS
where ground-based equipment is prohibited to protect stream bank stability.

2. Compaction
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Comment Summary:

The WDFW commented that RLTA prescriptions may cause soil compaction resulting in adverseimpacts
to amphibians. The Washington Environmental Council commented that compacted soils after harvesting
support invasive, early-successional plant and animal species and the harvested areas should be restored
as part of the replanting process.

Services’ Response:

Soil compaction isaserious concern in western Washington. However, it isless of aconcern where frost
upheavals occur and function to aleviate effects of compaction. Inthese areas, erosion and mass-wasting
become greater concerns. 1n many casesfollowing harvest and replanting, roads would be abandoned and
theroad prism ripped to promote regeneration of native vegetation. The addition by the Applicant of a30-
foot, no-equipment zone on all RHAS, including Type 4 streams, would minimize soil compaction in
riparian areas that provide habitat for amphibians. Practices to avoid negative impacts to soil and its
productivity would be assessed by the Applicant on a site-specific basis and are also addressed in the
responses to topics below.

3. Erosion

Comment Summary:

The Y akama Indian Nation and the Puyallup Tribe of Indians and one individual commented on the need
to expand buffer widths on nonfish-bearing streams to prevent erosion potential. The Y akama Indian
Nation also commented that the HCP does not address erosion from existing roads and road management
objectives for new roads are only guidelines and not quantifiable or predictable. The Puyallup Tribe of
Indians commented that nonfish-bearing, perennial, and intermittent streams should have adequate buffers
to prevent eroson. The Washington Environmental Council commented that “erosion techniques’
implemented to maintain aroad can have adverseimpacts on hydrology, soils, and environment. Onelocal
conservation organization commented on theerosion potential from increased road density. Oneindividua
was concerned about logging steep, mountainous terrain, and other erosion prone areas. One individua
commented that logging under the HCP would occur in inappropriate, erosion-prone areas, oneindividual
commented that larger riparian buffers and selective harvest would protect watersheds from erosion.

Services’ Response:

Many of the erosion prone areas with the potential for impacting agquatic resources occur directly adjacent
to streams. The RHAswould maintain root strength in some of these erosion-proneriparian areas. The
Applicant has also added a 30-foot zone on Type 4 RHAswhere ground-based equipment is prohibited to
protect stream bank stability, in addition to the 25-foot zone of equipment exclusionin areaswith RLTAS
(HCP Section 3.3.3.1). RHAs on Type 4 streams have also been added in watersheds with anadromous
fish, bull trout, or 303(d) concernseast of the Cascade crest. Moreover, watershed analysiswould be used
to identify erosion prone areas throughout the Planning Area and provide appropriate prescriptions (HCP
Section 3.3.2). Watershed analysis may specify riparian buffers that are wider and/or with more leave
trees than the proposed RHAs and RLTAS. Prior to completion of watershed analysis, State Forest
Practice Rulesand Regulationsarein placeto prevent forest practicesin dide-prone areas (HCP Appendix
5). The Applicant would address erosion from existing and futureroads on amore site-specific basisusing
watershed analysis (see HCP Sections 3.3.2; Watershed Analysis; and 1.2.3.4; Road Building and
Maintenance).
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C. Water

Comment Summary:
ThePuyallup Tribeof I ndianscommented that monitoring frequency should beincreased in each watershed
for avariety of water-related issues.

Services’ Response:

Watershed analysis (HCP Section 3.3.2; Watershed Analysis) would provide the basis for implementing
the ecosystem management objectives of the HCP related to aquatic resources. HCP standards and
guidelines would be upgraded for individual watersheds as a result of prescriptions developed from
watershed analysis. However, because not al questions about the long-term effects of HCP
implementation on water-related issues can be addressed with total certainty today, the Applicant would
use an Adaptive Management approach (HCP Section 5.4.2) as a feedback mechanism to evauate
monitoring data and as a basis for determining if corrective actions are necessary, or if the frequency,
timing, and/or duration of sampling should be modified. In addition to watershed analysis monitoring, a
number of specific monitoring efforts will be conducted as part of the HCP. See HCP Section 5.1.6
Aquatic Resources Monitoring (and revisionsin FEIS Appendix 4).

1. Surface Water

Comment Summary:

One local organization commented that the HCP would degrade water quality and one individual
commented that riparian protection measures should be improved because these areas are important for
water filtration and storage.

Services’ Response:

Theaguatic conservation strategy inthe HCPisdesigned to minimizeimpacts onwater quality by reducing
the potentia for erosion and compaction. The RHAs would require limited harvesting near streams so
therewould belittleif any soil disturbance from ground-based equipment. The Applicant has aso added
100-foot RHAson Type 4 streamsin watershedswith anadromousfish, bull trout, or 303(d) concerns east
of the Cascade crest and prohibited ground-based equipment within 30 feet of these streams. Type 5
streamswith the potential for landdlides or surface erosion are addressed through acombination of current
Forest Practice Rules and Regulations and watershed analysis (see Soil Erosion response).

a. Floods/flow regime

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation, the Puyallup Tribeof Indians, and the Northwest I ndian FisheriesCommission
mentioned that the A pplicant needsto maintain instream flow and natural hydrologic regimesin all streams
to maintain salmon spawning and rearing habitat. The Washington Environmental Council and one
individua were concerned that the HCP would alter hydrology of watershedsin the Planning Area. Two
individuals were concerned about protection of Type 4 and 5 streams and existing problems with flow
regime changes. Another individual was concerned about protection for intermittent streams and wetlands
because they provide important water retention/detention functions. Two individualswere concerned that
continued clearcutting in the Planning Areawoul d causeflooding. Another individual suggested that Plum
Creek incorporate planning for stochastic events such asfloodsin the HCP. Another individual requested
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information on Plum Creek’ s existing measurement locations and capabilities to measure 100-year flood
events.

Services’ Response:

Whiletimber harvesting over large areas has been shown to increase streamflow through most parts of the
year, the magnitude of increase is rarely large enough to make a material difference, particularly during
floods. Although removal of trees can contribute to flood events, these events are generaly drivento a
greater extent by climatic events (e.g., heavy rainfall and rapid snowmelt). Flow regime changes in
smaller streams that cause accelerated erosion or channel changes would be addressed primarily through
watershed analysis. The Applicant has implicitly considered the stochastic potential for floods in the
Riparian Management Strategy (HCP Section 3.3) by protecting floodplain and wetland areas through
RHAs and watershed analysis prescriptions. Additionally, the Applicant has described measuresin the
HCP (HCP Section 5.3.1 Unforeseen Circumstances and Section 5.3.2 Extraordinary Circumstances) to
address situations such as large scale disturbances that drastically change the landscape. One of the
objectives of the strategy is to maintain instream flow and the natural hydrologic regimes (HCP Section
3.3). Watershed analysis completed to date by the Applicant hasidentified the lack of streamflow data as
amajor problem. For thisreason, the Applicant hasinstalled two stream gagesin Taneum Creek to collect
better data for feedback to the Adaptive Management Strategy and monitoring prescriptions regarding
flood/flow problems and would change practices if warranted.

b. Water temperature

Comment Summary:

The EPA, Y akamalndian Nation, and Puyallup Tribe of Indians commented that stream temperatures are
amajor concern in the Planning Area and monitoring is the key to determining whether temperatures are
within acceptable limits of State water quality standards. The Yakama Indian Nation, Sierra Club-
Cdlifornia Chapter, and three individuals commented that RHAs and RLTAS were inadequate to shade
streams and prevent water temperature increase. The Yakama Basin Joint Board disagreed with the
findings of the Limiting Factors Analysis. They state that ambient temperature, not flow, is the primary
influencing factor.

Services’ Response:

RHAs would provide a high level of shade retention to maintain cool stream temperatures. All Type 4
streams on the 303(d) list receive 100-foot RHAs and the Applicant has added 100-foot RHAs on Type
4 streams in watersheds with anadromous fish, bull trout, or 303(d) concerns east of the Cascade crest.
Monitoring hasbeen proposed to directly test the effectiveness of various Riparian Management Strategies
(HCP Section 3.3), including RHAs and RLTAS, on maintaining stream temperatures and meeting State
water quality standards (Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6). If monitoring data indicate the RLTA approach
compromi ses stream temperatures, prescriptions may bealtered in accordancewith Adaptive Management
principles.

2. Ground Water (supply)
Comment Summary:

Oneindividual urged that additional protection of riparian areas aong intermittent streamsis needed for
ground water retention/detention and slow release during the dry season.
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Services’ Response:

The primary potential for affecting groundwater retention/detention along streamsisfrom soil compaction
dueto heavy ground-based equipment. RHASs proposed by the Applicant for perennial, Type 1-4 streams
would largely exclude heavy ground-based equipment near streams. Most Type 5 streamswould not have
soil compaction problems because they occur on steep dopes and would be cable-logged.

3. Water Quality (potability)

Comment Summary:

The EPA requested that the HCPincorporate morein-depth monitoring for changestowater quality related
to sediment loading and temperature; the Rivers Council of Washington, one local organization, and one
individua commented that increased riparian protection is needed to ensure watershed health, water
quality, and downstream human water use.

Services’ Response:

Thewater quality monitoring program proposed by the Applicant would directly measure potentia impacts
of the HCP on sedimentation and temperature (Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6). After discussionswith the EPA
and the Services, the Applicant agreed to expand temperature monitoring for the Planning Areaand testing
the effectiveness of riparian treatments (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 5.1.6). The proposed riparian
strategy gresatly exceeds current Forest Practi ces Rulesand Regul ations, which are designed to ensure good
water quality for downstream uses.

IV. BIOTIC ISSUES
A. Forest Health

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Defenders of Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project, Wilderness Society, Washington Forest Protection Association, eight local organizations, and 49
individuals commented on general forest health issues. Comments included the HCP does not have a
strategy to deal with forest health issues, suggestions to develop, in cooperation with the Forest Service,
evaluation and management techniques, and that the definition of forest health is too narrow and is only
concerned with economic impacts and not the creation of wildlife habitat diversity that forest health
problems create. One commentor noted that protection of riparian areasisimportant for a healthy forest
ecosystem and another supported the HCP's coverage of forest health issues. Nutrient cycling was
identified asanintricateand important processin older forestsand clearcutting and dlash burningidentified
as adversely impacting nitrogen fixing bacteria and mycorrhizal associations.

Services’ Response:

The temporal and spatial uncertainty of forest health-related vectors like insects and fire precluded the
development of a stand-level site-specific strategy. However, the Applicant plans to use thinning to
increase the vigor and resistance of younger forest stands to forest health agents (see HCP Section 3.5.4)
Reduction of fuel loads in mature forest stands managed for spotted owl habitat is still problematic,
however. The Services currently lack the knowledge to estimate accurately the amount of dead and down
wood that can be removed from a stand and still maintain functional spotted owl habitat. As suggested
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by some commentors, thisissue would be the topic of cooperative research and monitoring with the Forest
Service(see HCP Section 5.4.3.4). Commentsabout theroleof treemortality in providing and maintaining
wildlife habitat are accurate, but the forest health issue revolves around the potential for widespread,
catastrophic loss of forest diversity which would have a negative effect on spotted owls and other late-
successional species. Retention of dead, dying and down trees for wildlife habitat was addressed as a
Specia Habitat (HCP Section 3.4.4), incorporated into the Managed Old-Growth structural stage (HCP
Section 2.3) and would be encouraged in Riparian Habitat Areas (HCP Section 3.3.3.1). Theinterim and
minimum guidelines for RHAS address the concern that functional riparian areas are integral to overal
forest health. Concernsthat clearcutting and slash burning impact nutrient cycling is not consistent with
research that has documented a flush of soil nutrients immediately following timber harvest and opening
of the forest canopy (e.g., the Asart Effect).

1. Forest Diseases and Insect Infestations
Comment Summary:
The Defenders of Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Wilderness Society, threelocal organizations, and
six individuals commented on forest diseases or insect infestation issues. The majority of comments
suggested that the HCP shoul d better analyze theimpacts of forest diseases or insect infestations on habitat
and wildlife or account for and compensate for future disease or insect outbreaks and the resultant |oss of
habitat. One local organization noted that insects and disease increase diversity. One commentor noted
that selective harvesting is better at protecting against disease and insect outbreaks than even-aged
harvesting which results in homogeneous stands more susceptible to diseases and insects.
Services’ Response:
All alternatives were analyzed for potential impacts upon forest health. The Services believe theseissues
were adequately addressed and any projections of future outbreakswould be remote and speculative. The
temporal and spatial uncertainty of forest health-related vectors like insects and fire precluded the
development of a stand-level site-specific strategy. However, the Applicant plans to use thinning to
increase the vigor and resistance of younger forest standsto forest health agents (see HCP Section 3.5.4.)
Comments about the role of tree mortality in providing and maintaining wildlife habitat are accurate, but
the forest health issue revolves around the potential for widespread, catastrophic loss of forest diversity
whichwould have anegative effect on spotted owlsand other late-successional species. Retention of dead,
dying and down trees for wildlife habitat was addressed as a special habitat (HCP Section 3.4.4),
incorporated into the Managed Old-Growth structural stage (HCP Section 2.3 and Appendix 7) and would
be encouraged in Riparian Habitat Areas (HCP Section 3.3.3.1). In responseto concerns about the value
of selective harvesting to resist disease and insect outbreaks, more detail was added on management of
Ponderosa pine stands (HCP Section 3.4.6), where partial harvest isasilvicultural option. In other types
of stands such as Douglas-fir/western hemlock, partial cutting would not permit successful regeneration
due to excessive shading. The issue is not even-aged vs. uneven-aged stands but rather density
management which reduces stressthat can lead to successful insect outbreaks. The Applicant plansto use
thinning to increase the vigor and resistance of younger forest stands to forest health agents (see HCP
Section 3.5.4) Even-age stands now incorporate adiversity of specieswhich further reduces the potential
for widespread damage from insects which attack specific species.

2. Fire and Windthrow
Comment Summary:
The Defenders of Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project,
Wilderness Society, eight local organizations, 48individual letters, and 424 preprinted cardscommented
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onissuesregarding fireand windthrow. Themajority of comments stated that the HCP does not account
for loss of habitat dueto fire and windthrow, suggested better anal yses be performed to take into account
fire and windthrow, that deferrals or other compensation should be included in the HCP as a margin of
safety to protect against fire and/or windthrow impacts, and that the riparian buffers are susceptible to
windthrow. One commentor noted that stand replacing fires are less likely using uneven-age stand
management since large trees tend to retain moisture and often can withstand low intensity fires. The
Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project noted that roads may cause ignition and that evaluation of
fire risk is more than just the amount of fuel-loading. One local organization noted that fire increases
diversity.

Services’ Response:

In response to concerns about the lack of modeling to “simulate” catastrophic forest disturbance, the
Applicant and the Services consulted silviculturists and fire ecology experts. The response was that
modeing would not be productive, because effectsto wildlifewoul d differ dramatically depending onwhen
and where disturbances were modeled to “occur.” For instance, a fire in Forest Service Matrix areas
would have adifferent impact on owl habitat than alarge-scalefirein the Forest Service L ate-Success onal
Reserve. Firehistory dataisof little valuein thisinstance due to changesin vegetation composition in the
Panning Area. Although some fireis likely in the next 50 to 100 years, it is impossible to predict the
frequency, intensity, or extent. More importantly, large-scale natural disturbance like fire is considered
either an*“Extraordinary” or “ Unforeseen” Circumstance (depending on magnitude) and triggerscorrective
action as specified in the Implementation Agreement (HCP Appendix 10). The issue regarding stand
replacing fires is not even-aged vs. uneven-aged stands but rather density management which increases
small tree mortality and fuel loading. The Applicant plans to use thinning to increase the vigor and
resistance of younger forest stands to forest health agents, which may influence the level of fuel-loading
(see HCP Section 3.5.4). The areas most prone to fire will be the subject of a cooperative landscape
adaptive management area. It ishoped that more will be learned on how to manage and begin effecting
management which will allow maintenance of owl habitat and still control therisk of catastrophic fires.
The Services acknowledge that fire risk includes many other factors specific to each site and that fuels
accumulation isonefactor that can be affected by management. Fuel |oading analysisbetween dternatives
with al other factors being equal is a good means of assessing relative differences. The Planning Area
is not at any particularly high risk of windthrow such as occurs during intense storm events on the
Olympic Peninsula.

B. Special Habitats

Comment Summary:
TheWashington Native Plant Society commented that logging in roadlessareas, |ate-successional, and ol d-
growth stands would endanger plants dependent on the special environments these areas provide.

Services’ Response:

One of the objectives of the Applicant’s New Forestry experimentsis to minimize disturbance to a stand
while extracting some highly valuable merchantable timber (see HCP Appendix 7). The treatments used
to achieve these objectives were used to devel op the “template” for Managed Old-Growth (HCP Section
2.3) and Riparian Habitat Areas (HCP Section 3.3.3.1). Use of these prescriptions in the HCP would
address concerns for understory plant communities.
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1. Old-Growth Habitat

Comment Summary:

The Y akamaIndian Nation, Defenders of Wildlife, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project, Wil derness Society, Washington Environmental Council, Washington Native Plant
Society, six local organizations, and 68 individual s (fivecommentswritten on preprinted cards) commented
on other issuesregarding old-growth. The Defendersof Wildlife asked that an objective scientificanalysis
of the sufficiency of retained old-growth in the HCP be performed. The mgjority of comments suggested
that the HCP protects an inadequate amount of old-growth and that additional amounts should beretained.
Other comments noted that old-growth needs protection in order to protect associated rare and sensitive
plants, to sustain spotted owl populations, or support other old-growth dependent species. Commentors
suggested that old-growth forests not be harvested until replacement forest stands contain old-growth
characteristics or until land exchanges with the Forest Service are completed. Other comments included
that the HCP would result in destruction of irreplaceable ancient forests, retention of lessthan 1.0 percent
old-growth, retention of less than 10 percent of Plum Creek’s land in old-growth forest, loss of 40,000
acresof old-growth, retention of old-growth only on Forest Serviceland, or replacement of old-growth with
dispersal forest. Others noted that old-growth is a proven safeguard for the health of endangered and
threatened species, roadless areas are old-growth, thereis no justification for the liquidation of most of the
old-growth on Plum Creek’ slands, ol d-growth wasnot model ed appropriately, and that existing old-growth
stands are needed for the recruitment of the dependent species into the replacement stands.

Services’ Response:

Review of comments on thistopic suggeststhat thereis confusion and overstatement regarding the amount
of “old-growth” currently in the Planning Area on all ownerships. A major issue in the debate over old-
growth preservation in the past has centered on what type of forests classify as “old-growth.” The
Applicant defined old-growth using the FEMAT definition (stemming from PNW Research Note 447 and
other published sources), as discussed in HCP Section 2.3. Analysis of timber inventory data from the
Forest Service, the Applicant, and other landowners (HCP Sections 2.6.2 and 2.6.3) indicated that forest
stands meeting these accepted definitions of diameter and age (200 years) currently occupy relative little
of the HCP landscape (approximately 1.0 percent of the Applicant’s land in the Planning Area and 6.0
percent of thetotal Planning Area, see HCP Table 30). Trendsin old-growth forestsvary little during the
Permit period, from 1.4 percent to 1.6 percent on the Applicant’s land and 6.0 percent to 9.0 percent on
the entire Planning Area (HCP Table 30). Reviewers may be assuming that mature and managed old-
growth may have all the characteristics of old-growth, which is erroneous, because mature forest stands
have substantially smaller quadratic mean diameters than old-growth (HCP Section 2.3). Consequently,
commentsthat as much as 40,000 acres of old-growth on the Applicant’ slandswould be“lost” dueto the
HCP are not factual.

TheApplicant’ sanalysisrevea ed that increasing theamount of spotted owl habitat (including old-growth)
necessary to maintain or increase existing population numbers in the Planning Area, carried an
unacceptable economic impact, as well as negative tradeoffs to other wildlife species. The primary
emphasis of the HCP was to reduce the impact of short-term harvest of spotted owl NRF habitat (with
harvest deferrals and corridors) while maintaining an economically acceptable level of NRF habitat over
thelong-term with more dispersal habitat to reducethe potentia for fragmentation and isolation of the owls
using future landscapes.
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Land exchanges have been and would continue to be discussed in conjunction with the Planning Area.
However, the HCP is designed to be implemented immediately, with changes in ownership adjustments
during the Permit period accounted for as described in HCP Section 5.3.4. The HCP providesimmediate
conservation benefitsand identifiesretention in key areas necessary for biological support at the landscape
level, aswell asaugmenting the substantial amount of mature and old-growth identified for retention under
the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP).

Concerns for requiring more old-growth for recruitment of “dependent species’ into replacement stands
was not shared by biologists consulted in the development of theHCP. Discussionswith biologistsfamiliar
with the area could not identify individual speciesthat were entirely dependent on old-growth forest in the
Planning Area; most of the* late-successional species’ have been found in mature and managed old-growth
aswell asold-growth forests. Presence of the speciesin forest stands other than old-growth is dependent
on a variety of factors, including the availability of snags and downed wood, recognized as a Special
Habitat and discussed in HCP Section 3.4.4. Monitoring to evaluate actual use of these forest structural
classes by birds and small mammalsis provided for in the HCP under Sections 5.2.1 and 5.2.3.

2. Unique Forest Types (e.g., Oak Savanna, Aspen Grove)
Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project urged increased protection of Ponderosa pine forests and
theimportance of snag and green tree retention. The commentor a so noted that the riparian conservation
strategy in these areas may not work as well because fewer streams maintain their flows throughout the
year in this drier zone.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant has added this Special Habitat to the HCP (Section 3.4.6, see FEIS Appendix 4 and Table
30b). The Applicant currently utilizes sel ective harvesting in Ponderosa pine standswhere such techniques
are operationally and silviculturally appropriate. The Applicant’s continued use of selective harvesting
would result in multi-aged stands over the Permit period. Where development of amulti-aged forest isnot
possible (i.e., site conditions, forest health management), the Applicant would enhance opportunities for
biological diversity by leaving trees of various size classes, aswell as existing snags and snag recruitment
trees. Ephemeral streams will benefit from use of selective harvesting.

3. Other Key Terrestrial Habitats
Comment Summary:
Threeindividuals commented that the HCP isinadequate dueto exclusion of akey wildlife corridor across
the upper Y akima Valley, and two individuals commented that the HCP should protect critical corridors
and areas (West Fork Teanaway and Kelly Butte specifically mentioned).
Services’ Response:
The Applicant has proposed to maintain landscape connectivity between spotted owl high-density cluster
areas and between Designated Conservation Areas (DCAS) through the use of spotted owl deferral areas
and maintenance of at least FD habitat conditionsin RHA’s. The regrowth of habitat on Federal lands
would improve connectivity in 20 years from the start of the Permit period. The rationale for designating
NRF deferrals and FD corridors (HCP Section 3.2.1.1) includes retention of late-successional habitat to
facilitate movement of spotted owls and other wildlife species across the I-90 corridor. Data acquired in
preparation of the HCP by the Applicant did not indicate that the West Fork Teanaway and Kelly Butte
areas had specific
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wildlife taxa or specia habitats that were not found elsewhere in the Planning Area. Furthermore, the
Applicant addresses these habitats in Section 3.4 of the HCP.

a. Dispersal corridor

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Wilderness Society, two local organizations, and 12
individuals (one comment written on a pre-printed card) commented on the issue of dispersal corridors.
Questions and comments included the need for corridors across 1-90 to provide north/south movement of
species and the protection of other critical corridors for wildlife, recommendations for a reserve and
corridor strategy inthe HCP, that each forest zone should have dispersal corridors, and that fragmentation
impedes dispersal.

Services’ Response:

As stated above, the Applicant would maintain landscape connectivity between spotted owl high-density
cluster areas and between Designated Conservation Areas (DCAS) through the use of spotted owl deferral
areas and maintenance of at least FD habitat conditionsin RHA’s (all forest zones) and landscape level
amounts of FD. The rationale for designating NRF deferrals and FD corridors (HCP Section 3.2.11)
included retention of late-successional habitat to facilitate movement of spotted owls and other wildlife
speciesacross|-90. Theregrowth of habitat on Federal landswould improve connectivity in 20 yearsfrom
the start of the Permit period.

The Applicant and the Forest Service are sharing data to collectively assess current and future landscape
conditions in the linkage corridors identified in the Forest Service' s draft EIS for their Snoqualmie Pass
Adaptive Management Area Plan (SPAMA). The Services expect that communication and coordination
on this issue would continue through the Permit period as discussed in HCP Section 5.4.3.4.

b. Snag concentrations

Comment Summary:

The WDFW urged for more protection of hollow snags. The Y akama Indian Nation and one individual
stated that the model assumptions regarding snags on old clearcuts for habitat projections for species
dependent on snagsis overly optimistic, and questioned why HCP commitments for snag retention isless
than Y akima Resource Management Cooperative commitments. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project and Northwest Ecosystem Alliance urged that the HCP should increase the size and number of
snags retained outside of RHAs on Plum Creek’slands. One individual commented that dense stands of
smaller trees characterizing Dispersal Forest stands lack the large snags needed by spotted owls; one
individual supported the retention approach of the HCP and the past efforts of Plum Creek.

Services’ Response:

Snag retention strategies were the subject of considerable discussion between the Applicant, the Services,
and the WDFW. The definition of dispersal forest, used by the Applicant, was based in part on stands
currently meeting definitions for spotted owl habitat. These stands generaly have the minimum number
of snags and downed logs to provide for prey habitat and roosting opportunities for spotted owls. As
specified in HCP Section 2.4, forest stands in RHAs would be managed at a higher relative density,
because periodic thinning is not proposed in these areas. Consequently, tree mortality and snag densities
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would be more prevalent in these areas, as would a larger diversity of trees in terms of size, age, and
species. Voluntary snag retention levelsidentified inthe YRMC are ill being experimentally applied by
the Applicant to evaluate costs and feasibility with harvest systems such as cable yarding; results to date
aretoo preliminary for the Applicant to implement these voluntary guidelines on an long-term landscape
level. Snags were assumed, by the Applicant, to be minimal in old clearcuts. Forest modeling for the
HCP did not give “credit” to even-aged harvest units providing secondary habitat for snag dependent
species until 10 to 20 yearsinto the Permit period to reflect added retention now occurring under Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations, and the Applicant anticipates that snag retention would increase in the
future. The Applicant provides a discussion of this modeling adjustment in HCP Section 3.2.2. Specia
consideration for hollow snags has been added to the HCP as a result of these comments. Hollow snags
would now be a priority for snag retention, where they are available and consistent with State worker-
safety rules.

c. Talus slopes

Comment Summary:

The WDFW and Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission stated it was not clear how many trees would
be retained adjacent to talus dopes and what level of harvest is alowed in the buffer. The Sierra Club-
Casacade Chapter questioned how talus areas less than 1.0 acre would be treated, how talus fields would
be mapped, if talus areas above 3,400 foot el evation would be excluded from the habitat projections, and
if portions of larger talus dopes with sufficient shade and moss would be included in projections.

Services’ Response:

Management of talus slopes asa Special Habitat isdescribed in HCP Section 3.4.2. Inthe Planning Area,
talus dopes vary from very small inclusions to hundreds of acres. Forest conditions adjacent to talus
slopesvary from denseforeststo highly scattered and open stands. Consequently, more specific guidelines
regarding the number of treesto be retained could not be ascertained at thistime. Talusareassmaller than
1.0 acre arelikely to be addressed by the Applicant at the project level when operations are more refined.
Talusareaswithin forest areas can beidentified by revising the Applicant’ sforest inventory methodol ogy.
Talus areas above 3,400-foot elevation were included in the HCP to protect potential habitat which might
support Larch Mountain salamanders. Additional mitigation has been added to the HCP by the Applicant
focusing tree retention around talus dopes to maintain shading and provide a source of coarse woody
debris.

d. Caves

Comment Summary:

The WDFW recommended larger minimum buffers to reduce potential impacts. The Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission requested more details on the buffer, and the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project asked what the basis is for the 25-foot buffer distance and why buffers are not proposed for
nurseries or other roosts.

Services’ Response:

Caves have been further defined and the protection zone around caves has been expanded from 25-feet to
100-feet (HCP Section 3.4.2) in response to these comments. This buffer would be designed around site-
specific conditions, but would not be lessthan 100-feet from the entrance of the cave. The 100-foot buffer
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would be managed, if adequate trees and size classes are available, to approximate FD habitat (see HCP
Section 2.4; Spotted Owl Habitat Types) similar to that prescribed for the 100-foot RHAS (see HCP
Section 3.3.3; Riparian Habitat Protection).

Additiona steps proposed by the Applicant to protect known hibernation or denning caves includes
prohibition of human disturbance near the entrance of caves, and elimination of the spraying of herbicides
or fertilizerswithin 100-feet of caves. The managed buffer of this size was devel oped in conjunction with
the Services and is considered adequate to maintain stable temperature and relative humidity in adjacent
caves and to address the biological needs for most, if not al, cave-dependent species.

Information on additional nurseries and roosts for bats beyond caves was inadequate for the Applicant to
offer site specific guidelines. However, snag retention guidelines have been strengthened and revised by
the Applicant to include hollow snags, which are potentia bat roosting locations.

4. Mineral Springs
See Band-tailed pigeon.

5. Wetlands, Forested Wetlands, Seeps
Comment Summary:
The WDFW, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project, and twoindividua s (onecomment written on pre-printed card) commented onissues
regarding wetlands. Comments included that additional measures are needed to ensure the protection of
habitat for wetland-associated species and should exceed minimum State guidelines and regulations. One
commentor noted that we are running out of wetlands and another noted that no evidence is presented in
the HCP that showsimpactsto forested wetlandswould not adversely affect species associated with them.
Another commentor noted that the proposed watershed analysis does not consider wetlands, seeps, bogs,
or springs, and therefore, provides inadequate data to evaluate the effects of the Plan on aguatic
ecosystems.
Service’s Response:
Based on discussions with the Services and public comments, additional measures protecting wetlands
have been added to the HCP by the Applicant (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 3.4.1). Inaddition, anew
section has been included in the HCP regarding protection of seeps and springs (FEIS, Appendix 4,
Section 3.4.5). Bogs are protected under State Forest Practices Rules. Some of the measures included
in the HCP to protect these aquatic habitats exceed State Forest Practices Rules (nonforested wetlands
and bogs greater than 5 acres would receive a 100-foot minimum and 200-foot average buffer width).
Watershed analysi s procedures establi shed by Washington State are being used by the Applicant to focus
on fish and water quality issues, but should provide benefitsfor other aquatic dependent species such as
amphibians. Many wetlands, especially in the eastern portion of the Planning Area, are associated with
riparian zones and therefore are expected to be protected by RHAS. See also Responses to Aquatic
Habitats and Amphibians.

6. Riparian Ecosystems
a. Buffer width
Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Tulaip Tribes, Yakima Indian
Nation, Defenders of Wildlife, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Wilderness Society, Sierra Club-Cascade
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Checkerboard Project, Rivers Council of Washington, eight local organizations, 75 individuals, and 424
preprinted cards commented on the issue of buffer widths. Questions and comments indicated that the
HCP buffers on fish and nonfish-bearing streams were inadegquate and the no-harvest buffer width should
beincreased, some commentorsrecommended that HCP buffers match thosein FEMAT for Forest Service
lands, and some comments urged that buffers be established on all stream types and wetlands.

Services’ Response:

Asstated in Section 3.3.3.1, the RHAswere designed by the Applicant to provide amounts of large woody
debris, shading, nutrient input, and bank stability that are sufficient to protect and maintain aquatic habitat
for fish. The RHASs apply to al fish-bearing streams and to perennial, nonfish-bearing streams with the
grestest potential to influence habitat in fish-bearing waters. The Services believe that the RHAs provide
protection smilar to that provided by FEMAT buffersfor Type 1-3 and most Type 4 streams, and that by
allowing minor amounts of harvest in riparian areas the Applicant can actually help to restore many areas
previoudly impacted by natural and harvest-related disturbance. The Services further believe that the
RHA s meet the riparian functions necessary for healthy fish habitat, and the Applicant’ sriparian strategy
does an excellent job of supplementing the more conservative riparian reserves on Federd land. Itisalso
important to recognize that the riparian widths described in the HCP are not only interim, but also
minimum widths measured as horizontal distance instead of slope distance as proposed in FEMAT. In
other words, RHA buffers may increase in width as aresult of watershed analysis, but they would never
decrease. Bufferswould be provided on many Type 5 streams primarily to prevent erosion and for many
wetlands, but the buffers would be tailored to site-specific landscape considerations.

b. Buffer treatment

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Tuldip Tribes, Y akima Indian
Nation, Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Sierra Club-California, The
Wilderness Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, a professor at the College of Forest Resources
(University of Washington), fivelocal organizations, 76 individuals, and 424 preprinted cards commented
on the issue of stream buffer treatment. Questions and comments included support for the riparian
approach of the HCP, urged additional protection on tributaries, streams, and wetlands by adding
protection or increasing the no-harvest area, urged no logging along streams, recommended that buffer
treatment be similar to Federal plans, and noted the lack of performance standards associated with
establishing buffers.

Services’ Response:

Performance standards based on relative density and quadratic mean diameter are included for RHAS
(Section 3.3.3.1). Watershed analysis prescriptions may also place performance standards on riparian
areas (e.g., maintain a certain density of trees over a certain diameter). The Applicant has also added
additional 100-foot RHAS on Type 4 streams in watersheds with anadromous fish, bull trout, or 303(d)
concerns east of the Cascade crest and prohibited ground-based equipment within 30 feet of al streams
with RHAs. Regardless of watershed analysis prescriptions or HCP guidelines for volume removal,
certain minimum conditions must a'ways remain within the managed riparian buffer. Thisisacritica
component of the riparian strategy. If 50 percent of the merchantable volume cannot be removed and
still maintain dispersal habitat conditions, then alower-level of harvest will berequired. Thus, in many
cases, 50 percent removals will not occur. Two conditions will always be met, Relative Density and
Quadratic Mean Diameter. These aredescribed in Section 2.4 of the HCP ( Spotted Owl Habitat Types).

Fina EIS
March 1996 A-40



Onthewest side, arelative density of 48 and aquadratic mean diameter of 10 incheswill be maintained,
which should equate to a minimum canopy closure of 70 percent and about 175-280 trees per acre. On
the east side, arelative density of 33 and a quadratic mean diameter of 9 inches will be maintained,
which should equate to a canopy closure of about 55-60 percent and about 225 trees per acre. It is
expected that stands of thistypewould have basal areas of 95-112 and 105-126 trees per acre on the west
and east sides of the Cascade crest, respectively.

Goals discussed in the document for large woody debris (LWD) are relative to what could be expected
if the riparian areas remained unmanaged. Thisisnot in relation to what could be expected in an old-
growth stand because, as many reviewers indicated, the current situation includes many riparian areas
which have been previously harvested and still remain in younger seral stages. Infact, theflexibility to
manage many of these stands through thinnings provides an opportunity to achieve larger diameter trees
more quickly than in an unmanaged stand. The Servicesbelieveit isdesirableto hasten the recruitment
of LWD in many of these areas. In addition, the provision for only one entry per 50 years provides
abundant opportunitiesfor senescence and mortality leading to an adequate supply of largewoody debris
(in aguatic systems), course woody debris (on the ground), and snags and defective trees used by
wildlife. Thesefactors should lead to conditions which meet or exceed the Services goalsfor aquatic,
riparian, and terrestrial species and their habitatsin these critical areas. (See also Stream Buffer Widths

response).

c. Ephemeral/Intermittent streams

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Y akamaIndian Nation, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Puyallup Tribe of Indians,
Tulaip Tribes, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, River Council of Washington, Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project, Sierra Club-California, three local organizations, 43 individual letters, and 424
preprinted cards commented on the issue of ephemeral and intermittent streams. Questions and comments
included that the HCP would provide essentially no protection or inadequate protection of thislandscape
feature and additional buffers are required; suggestionsthat 100-foot, no-harvest or Forest Service width
buffers be established; all trees with stream bank or bed roots should be left along these streams with a
“windfirm” buffer; emphasis should be placed on these important headwater streams; and that watershed
analysis does not address these stream types. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project also noted
that habitat for riparian species were only evaluated in RHAS and wetlands; no ephemeral/intermittent
streams were used in the analysis.

Services’ Response:

Ephemeral/intermittent streams are indirectly addressed through Forest Practices leave tree requirements
and watershed analysis. The Applicant would usually clump leave trees adjacent to intermittent streams.
Watershed analysiswould identify streamswith the potential for erosion. These streamswould typically
have riparian buffers (ranging from 30 to 100+ feet) and logging and road construction are prohibited in
these buffers. The buffers for streamswith erosion potential should help the Applicant to maintain bank
stability and ensure large woody debris input for sediment storage as well. However, there would be
intermittent streams that receive no riparian protection (e.g., in areas not proneto erosion). The Services
believe these unprotected streamswould not substantially degrade downstream water quality. Thiswould
be evaluated through monitoring. Until watershed analysis is completed in the Planning Area, riparian
habitat protected by watershed analysis prescriptions will be difficult to predict and modd. Inclusion of
habitat along ephemeral streams as suitable habitat for some Lifeforms would only increase the amount
of suitable habitat.
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d. Inner Gorges

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and Tulaip Tribes expressed concern for nonfish-bearing streams and the
protection of inner gorges that are susceptible to landslides before watershed analysisidentifies them and
the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance commented that protection of landdlide prone areas in inner gorgesin
the HCP differs from that in the FEMAT report and is inadequate.

Services’ Response:

Existing Forest Practices Rulesand Regulationsinclude limitationsfor logging on steep slide-prone sl opes
(HCP Appendix 5). In addition, watershed analysiswould be used by the Applicant to identify these steep
senditive areas. Most prescriptions for these areas (e.g., inner gorges) include riparian buffers that
generaly prohibit harvesting and road construction. Intheinterim, State regulations preclude harvest and
road construction on slopes at risk of failure.

e. Watershed analysis

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians requested that additional interim measures be implemented until watershed
analysis is performed, such as deferrals in inner gorges and verification of fish use; the Tulalip Tribes
commented that on page 264 of the HCP, watershed analysis would be used to prevent landdides caused
by forest activity, but in the interim, no protection measures are provided; the Y akama Indian Nation
commented that watershed analysis is weak because it lacks riparian standards; and the Muckleshoot
Indian Tribe commented that the DEIS fails to consider environmental benefits attained through
watershed analysis. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe aso commented that the HCP does not ensure the
ability of Federa or tribal involvement in the watershed analysis process. The WDFW, Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project, one local organization, and four individuals commented that watershed
analysis is designed specifically for protection of fish habitat and is inadequate because it would not
necessarily provide for the needs of wildlife. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project also
commented that the State watershed analysis process has several shortcomings (e.g., no inclusion of
wetlands, seeps, bogs, springs, wildlife concerns, inadequate cumulative effects analysis) and is not a
substitute for habitat planning and protection. The Sierra Club also stated that past watershed analyses
have not been sufficient because there has been no wildlife or water quality modules. The Washington
Forest Protection Association commented that the HCP was strengthened by incorporation of watershed
analysis. Oneindividual felt that watershed analysis should be part of all alternatives. Oneindividual,
on a preprinted card, commented that the HCP relies too much on watershed analysis and another
individual said that watershed analysis was more desirable than “piece-meal” management.

Services Response:

Watershed analysis is not used in the HCP by the Applicant to address other resources (e.g., terrestria
wildlife); these are addressed through other mechanisms. Watershed analysis focuses on fish and water
quality issues, but should provide benefits for other aquatic dependent species such as amphibians.
Wetlands, bogs, and seeps are part of the water-quality module which the Applicant has tested in two
watershed analyses completed to-date. The water-quality module would likely be accepted as part of the
processin 1996. Riparian standards are provided by RHAs and in combination with watershed analysis
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should provide effective protection for aguatic species. The DEIS has been modified (see Table 1 and
Sections 4.6. and 4.9) to clarify that the Applicant would not initiate watershed analysis for any of the
alternatives except the Preferred Alternative. This change does not significantly affect the conclusions
for environmental impacts because few watershed analyses would likely be completed in the Planning
Areain atimely manner without initiation by the Applicant. HCP Section 3.3.2, Watershed Analysis
(see FEIS Appendix 4), has been clarified with additional text to further explain the Washington State
watershed analysis process, including the ability of Federal and State agencies and local Tribes to
participate. A number of interim measures are in place to protect areas prior to completion of watershed
analysis. These measuresinclude verification of stream typing and avoiding harvest in steep dide-prone
areas as per State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations.  Some of the measures included in the HCP
to protect aguatic habitats exceed State Forest Practices Rules (e.g., nonforested wetlands and bogs
greater than 5 acres would receive a 100-foot minimum and 200-foot average buffer width). Watershed
analysis procedures established by Washington State are being used by the Applicant to focus on fish
and water quality issues, but should provide benefits for other aguatic dependent species such as
amphibians. Many wetlands, especially in the eastern portion of the Planning Area, are associated with
riparian zones and therefore are expected to be protected by RHAS. See also Responses to Aquatic
Habitats and Amphibians. Implementation of the HCP does not exempt the Applicant from following
State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations, but ssimply adds another layer of protection.

f. 303(d) streams

Comment Summary:

The EPA recommended that stream temperature monitoring be expanded in duration during the Permit
period; the Y akima Indian Nation commented that no description is provided in the HCP of the deferra
set back from these stream portions; the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission asked what is the
condition of the riparian areas surrounding the currently listed 303(d) segments and if Plum Creek is
planning restoration of these areas, and one individual commented that temperature impacted stream
segments can be barriers to salmonid migration.

Services’ Response:

Stream temperature monitoring is an integral part of watershed analysis and therefore would be applied
throughout the Permit period. Section 3.3.4 indicates that deferrals would occur within the RHA width
of 200-feet and in wetland management zones. Since all 303(d) listed streams are within federal Late
Successional Reserves or Adaptive Management Areas, Type 4 streams within these watersheds would
receive 100-foot RHAs. The condition of the RHAs varies from stream to stream and restoration in
harvested areasis likely limited to ensuring that revegetation takes place. Stream temperatures measured
in these 303(d) listed waters are not sufficiently high at present to prevent salmonid migration.

g. Stream shading

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation commented that RHA widths, management prescriptions, and yarding corridors
would not guarantee tree retention for effective stream shading, and the Puyallup Tribe of Indians asked
that monitoring of RHA prescriptions on stream shading be incorporated into the HCP.  Oneindividual
commented on the importance of stream shading to salmonid use of streams; and two other individuals
commented that riparian protection measures (Type4 and 5 streamsmentioned specifically) areinadequate
to provide shade for fish or amphibians in these aress.
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Services’ Response:

The Services believe the combination of RHAS, watershed analysis, and current Forest Practice Rulesand
Regulationswould ensure that sufficient riparian vegetation isretained to meet riparian shade function for
fish. The Applicant has aso incorporated a specific monitoring objective for testing the effectiveness of
various riparian retention strategies in maintaining cool stream temperatures (HCP Sections 3.3.5 and
5.16). Type4 streamswould have substantial shade retention asaresult of RHAs (HCP Section 3.3.3.2).
Although Type 4 and 5 streams by definition do not contain fish, the Services anticipate that amphibians
would be protected by RHAs and other leave-tree requirements under State Forest Practice Rules and
Regulations and prescriptions resulting from watershed analysis.

h.  Bank stability

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that the HCP strategy for nonfish-bearing,
perennia streams does not substantially improve on State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations for
maintai ning bank stability, and the Y akamaIndian Nation commented that removal of merchantabletimber
adjacent to stream banks would cause the loss of bank stability.

Services’ Response:

The Services believe that the RHAs of 100-feet for nonfish-bearing, perennial streams is a substantial
improvement over no protection as provided under State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations. The
Applicant has agreed that all trees along a streambank that are considered important for maintaining bank
stability would be retained in RHAS (Section 3.3.3.1).

I Detritus (litter)

Comment Summary:

The Yakama Indian Nation commented that removal of merchantable timber adjacent to stream banks
would cause the loss of nutrient input, and one individual commented that intermittent streams provide
conditions for detritus production and is important for the salmon food web.

Services’ Response:

The Services believe that the RHAS proposed by the Applicant will be adequate for maintaining nutrient
input into the stream network. Nearly 100 percent of nutrient input occurs within half a tree height
distance of astream (HCP Section 3.3.3.2 and Figure 35) and the Applicant designed the RHASto provide
one tree height protection on fish-bearing streams and one-half to afull tree height of protection on most
perennial, Type 4 streams.

J. Microclimate

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that terrestrial amphibians are dependent on the
moist microclimate of riparian areas and that additional protection measures are needed; and the Y akama
Indian Nation commented that removal of merchantable timber adjacent to stream banks would alter the
stand’ s ability to moderate microclimatic conditions. One individual commented that riparian measures
(Type 4 and 5 streams mentioned specifically) are inadequate to provide the microclimate needed by
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amphibians in these aress.

Services’ Response:

Retention of treesin RHAs would provide the shading and buffering necessary to minimize alteration to
microclimate. Within one tree height distance, soil moisture, solar radiation, soil temperature, and to a
large extent air temperature are maintained at or near interior forest conditions (FEMAT 1993).
Amphibiansin particular use the cover from large woody debris on the ground to maintain microclimate
needs. The Services do not expect the removal of timber in RHAS to substantively alter the habitat
conditions required for amphibians. The option for clumped RLTAs were developed specifically for
amphibians and should provide refugia for microclimate-dependent species.

7. Aquatic Habitats (standing water bodies)

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians requested that the HCP require practices which exceed State minimum
standardsfor wildlife habitat protection in wetlands, and one individual asked if, because primary habitat
for Lifeforms 2 and 3 increase during the Permit period, harvesting is going to increase water and wetland
areas.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant has added protection around wetland areasin the HCP (Section 3.4.1.2). These additional
measures include: (1) only one entry in forested wetlands or wetland management zones within 50 years;
(2) leavetreesinthebuffersthat are representative of the stand; and (3) ground-based equipment exclusion
from non-forested wetlands and within 25 feet of non-forested wetlands or forested wetlands with open
water. Primary habitat increases for Lifeforms 2 and 3 because of riparian stand growth into older
structural classes. The older structural classes of vegetation along streams are preferred by these two
Lifeforms. The amount of “usable” habitat increases as aresult of increasesin habitat quality.

a. Large woody debris

Comment Summary:

The Yakama Indian Nation and Puyallup Tribe of Indians commented that RHA widths, management
prescriptions, and yarding corridors would not guarantee tree retention for LWD recruitment; the Tuldip
Tribes and Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission asked that the HCP require theinclusion of standards
for mean diameters of LWD and for monitoring of the effectiveness of RHA prescriptions for LWD
recruitment; the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe recommended that 100-foot, no-harvest buffers be established
on Type1, 2, and 3 streams for LWD recruitment; and one individual commented that protection of Type
4 and 5 streams is inadequate to provide large wood for amphibians.

Services’ Response:

Oneof theprimary objectivesof the RHA widthsand management prescriptions proposed by the Applicant
is to provide full riparian function for LWD input (Section 3.3.3.1). The amount of timber volume
potentially taken by the Applicant from an RHA including yarding corridors, would not significantly
reduce potential LWD recruitment because in most cases far less than 50 percent of the volume would be
removed and the feathering treatment would remove trees that have the least opportunity to fall into the
stream (Section 3.3.3.1). Therelative density and quadratic mean diameter criteria are standards similar
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to mean diameter and result in approximately 175-280 trees per acre with minimum quadratic mean
diameters of 10 inches west of the Cascade crest and 225 trees per acre with minimum quadratic mean
diameters of 9 inches east of the Cascade crest. Effectiveness of RHAS proposed by the Applicant would
be evaluated in watershed analysis and subsequent monitoring and/or review by the Services (Sections
3.3.5and 5.1.6). Allowing some harvestin RHAswould actually accel erate restoration by increasing the
growth of riparian trees. The Services believe full riparian function for LWD would be met for fish-
bearing streams. The Services also believe that the RHAS proposed by the Applicant for perennial, Type
4 streams would provide sufficient large wood for amphibians and other species, aswell asfunctionslike
sediment storage. The Servicesbelieveriparian habitat provided under the HCPwill be substantially better
than under the No-Action Alternative and therefore the riparian-associated species will benefit.

b. Substrate (sediment)

Comment Summary:

The EPA suggested that Plum Creek monitor bedform habitat features such aspoolsand riffles, and annual
net bed scour and fill to provide information on changes in channel stability and habitat complexity. The
WDFW, Y akama Indian Nation, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and four individuals suggested that Plum
Creek reduce road mileage, and increase protection of intermittent streams to lessen the input of silt and
sediment into these streams. One individual commented that sediment input into intermittent streams in
the upper watersheds in the Planning Area is a chronic problem. Another individual commented that
continued clearcut logging in the Planning Area would increase sedimentation into streams.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant has committed to monitoring bedform habitat (Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6). The Applicant
would be taking a number of measures to reduce sedimentation into streamsfrom roads. These measures
include bringing old roads up to current roadway standards, minimizing direct delivery of sediment from
road surfaces to streams, and abandoning roads, where practicable (Section 3.3.3.1). Erosion from
clearcut logging would be evaluated by the Applicant in watershed analysis.

c. Channel migration and morphology

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians asked that the HCP require monitoring of the effectiveness of RHA
prescriptionsfor channel stabilizing goas; the Tulalip Tribes commented that thereisno consideration of
the potential of a stream channel to migrate over time; one individual commented that riparian protection
isinadequate and that problemsin the headwaters of streamsresult in changesto channel morphology; and
one individual asked that road building be reduced to lessen stream channelization by road corridors.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant has committed to monitoring channel stability (Sections 3.3.5and 5.1.6). The potential for
channel migrationwould beevaluated by the Applicant inwatershed analysisand appropriate prescriptions
would be provided. The combination of RHAs and watershed analysis would be effective in reducing or
preventing management-related erosion, the primary agent in changing channel morphology (Section
3.3.3.1). Asdiscussed in HCP Section 1.2.3, the Applicant rarely builds roads parallel to streams, and
the Applicant has worked in a number of circumstances to move or abandon roads adjacent to streams
(Section 3.3.3.2).
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d. Riffles and pools
Comment Summary:
The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that not al fish species need the same specific
spawning and rearing habitats and therefore treatment in the HCP is contradictory.

Services’ Response:

The HCP was not designed by the Applicant to provide spawning and rearing habitat specific to any one
species, but rather, to maintain the natural characteristics of streams in the Pacific Northwest. These
characteristics include, but are not limited to, adequate large woody debris, natural erosion and
sedimentation rates, and cool stream temperatures (Section 3.3).

e. Downstream habitat
Comment Summary:
The Puyallup Tribe of Indians was concerned about effects of increased sediment on downstream fish
habitat. Oneindividual commented that the HCP does not addressimpacts to downstream economies and
recreation caused by changes in hydraulic regime as aresult of increased harvest on all stream types.

Services’ Response:

The Services believe that anticipated changesin the hydraulic regime asaresult of harvesting as proposed
in the HCP would be minor and not expected to have any impacts on the economy or recreation
downstream (see Flooding). The Applicant intends to addresses sedimentation of streams during
watershed analysis. The Servicesbelieve downstream habitat will be substantially better and impactswill
be substantially less than under the No-Action Alternative.

f.  Off-channel habitats
Comment Summary:
Oneindividual commented that intermittent stream protection isinadegquate due to off-channel areasbeing
important for salmon during high flow periods.

Services’ Response:
See Anadromous Fish - Coho.

8. Forested Habitat Components

a. Stand structural stages

Comment Summary:

The WDFW commented that the Stand Initiation stage does not appear to coincide with the definition
developed by Oliver and requested verification that structural stageswould be monitored, post-harvest, to
determineif desired conditionswere met. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that
the Stand Structural Stages are insufficient for analysis of wildlife habitat and that the modeling does not
account for lack of residual trees and snagsin past harvest units. One individual requested clarification
of the ecological habitat classification system.

Services’ Response:
The Ecological Habitat Classification is a coarse-grained hierarchical system that focuses primarily on
physical characteristicsof the Planning Area (See HCP Section 2.1), such asgeol ogic district and landtype
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association. To get to more precise levels of mapping, vegetative characteristics become essential. Forest
cover types or forest habitat types are the linkage, since thislevel iswhere physical characteristics (e.g.,
soils, elevation) interact with vegetative characteristics (i.e., dominant tree species, structure class) to
create more specific mapping units.

Stand structure stages (or earlier versions) have provided the basis for evaluating habitat diversity at the
landscape level in at least two other major forest compendia (Blue Mountains and Western
Oregon/Washington). Thereason for using structure stagesisthat they incorporate various stages of forest
development, relate to the biological needs of forest wildlife, and can be easily identified and mapped
across ownerships. Used as a coarse-grained planning tool at the landscape level and “ calibrated” with
inventory data and ground verification as discussed in the HCP (Sections 2.3 and 5.1.1), structure stages
provide a viable method to assess current conditions and change over time in the Planning Area.

The Stand Initiation stage isidentical to that proposed by Oliver et a. (1994), except that the Applicant
included additional snag retention as currently required by State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations,
provided under the Applicant’ sEnvironmental Principles, or proposedinthe HCP. Stand I nitiation classes
werenot included as secondary habitat for cavity-nesting speciesuntil after 10 yearsinto the Permit period
to provide sufficient timefor these“new” prescriptions to dominate the landscape (see HCP Section 3.2.2
and Response to Snag Concentrations).

b. Stand structural stage amounts

Comment Summary:

The Northwest I ndian Fisheries Commission commented that there should belessemphasison maintaining
early successiona habitat in riparian areas since this stage should not be alimiting factor on atree farm;
the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and one individual commented on the substantial |oss of
late-successional forest; and oneindividual stated the HCP understatesthe amount of “good” habitat which
currently exists by showing several roadless areas (W.F. Teanaway, Scatter Creek) asalready cut over on
the 1996 Forest Condition map.

Services’ Response:

Contrary to somelandscape assessments, the HCP eval uated the amount and juxtaposition of all structural
stagesto meet the FWScriteriafor “adequately addressing” speciesincluded inthelncidental Take Permit,
aswell as other speciesthat would be added to the permit if they should becomelisted under the ESA. The
object was to ensure that these habitats were provided by design, not by default. As discussed in HCP
Section 3.5.3.6, habitat for Lifeform 6, which includes 9 species that prefer shrubby habitat near water,
is projected to decline as riparian management focuses on retention of more complex structural stages.
Monitoring of this habitat has been identified and is described in HCP Section 5.4.3.3. Whilethe Services
are not particularly concerned regarding the quantity of early seral habitats in this area, its quality and
location areimportant to benefit associated species. However, the Services agree with the commentorsand
have placed their attention primarily on mature forest with structure and healthy riparian systems.

Based on 1994 data and “aged” two years, the 1996 stand structure stage map (HCP Figure 46) included
some proposed harvest units which were anticipated to occur prior to implementation of the HCP (1995-
1996). Thiswas doneto makethefirst few years of the HCP “track” with planned harvests as closely as
possible. Some of these unitswere subsequently not harvested to provide additiona opportunitiesfor land
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exchange. Scatter Creek is one of those units. Consequently, the total acres of Mature, Managed Old-
Growth, or Old-Growth may be underestimated dlightly.

c. Relative density (stocking)
Comment Summary:
The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that the use of relative density (RD) to describe
stand conditions does not accurately result in a description of the stands habitat values and the
Washington Environmental Council commented that the use of RD is not a biologic measure for species
richness and diversity.

Services’ Response:

Relative density isameasure of crown competition and was used asa* surrogate” for canopy closure. The
use of relative density had distinct advantages over canopy closurein that it is more rigorously measured,
iscommonly used in timber inventories across ownerships, and can beincorporated into forest growth and
yield models. Relative density, like canopy closure, is not in and of itself a*“biologic measure of species
richnessand diversity”. There are no stand level parameters to our knowledge that singularly can predict
or describe species richness and diversity.

d. Canopy structure and closure
Comment Summary:
The WDFW commented that the old-growth characteristic of two or moredistinct layersto the canopy can
also occur in mature forestsin the eastern Cascades. Oneindividua commented that selective harvesting
and uneven-age management should be part of the chosen aternative due to the increase in habitat that
vertical stand complexity provides, and one individual commented that the HCP would result in small
parcels of habitat that won't be viable for organisms that depend on diverse canopy structure.

Services’ Response:

There are many areas in the HCP where selective harvesting by the Applicant would be used to achieve
biological objectives of vertical stand diversity, including spotted owl FD habitat (Section 2.4), Riparian
Habitat Areas (Section 3.3.3.1), Wetlands Habitat (Section 3.4.1.) and Cave protection (Section 3.4.3).
Because these selective harvesting prescriptions would be employed by the Applicant to address many
concerns throughout the Planning Area, concerns for “small parcel” isolation would be minimized. The
multi-canopy characteristics of old-growth have been retained in the “New Forestry” experiments the
Applicant has completed thusfar, because only high valuetrees have been extracted, leaving residua trees
in multiple age and size classes.

e. Tree size (stand and tree diameter and quadratic mean diameter, QMD)
Comment Summary:
The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that QMD is not the same as average DBH and
these two terms are used interchangeably in the HCP causing confusion.

Services’ Response:

Confusionwas not intentional, but occurs because average DBH isobtained directly inthefield and QMD
must be calculated from timber inventory and plot data. For the Planning Area, QMD generdly is 1.5
inches greater than the average diameter of treesin the stand (for example, 13 inches QM D might equate
toabout 11.5inchesDBH depending on stand characteristics). The1.5inchesruleof thumb applieswithin
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arange of stand types. Thisisbecause QMD is defined asthe diameter of the tree of average basal area,
and thusis biased by the larger treesin the stand. This bias was judged by the Services to be acceptable,
sincethelarger treeshave morevalueto wildlife. Standswith broader ranges of diameterswill havelarger
discrepancies between QMD and DBH.

f. Species composition
Comment Summary:
The WDFW asked for clarification of the statement that Douglas-fir is generally replaced in old-growth
forests, and oneindividual commented that logging in roadless areas would impact diverse conifer species
composition in these aress.

Services’ Response:

Advancesin forestry during the last decade include the movement away from "monoculture” forestry to
multi-species management. At present, it iscommon practiceto either rely on natural reforestation which
favors amix of native species or plant harvest units with seedlings from a diverse array of species such
as Douglasfir, spruce, and larch. The species chosen are generally those adapted to the site (e.g.,
elevation, precipitation zone). Douglas-fir is not generally replaced in selectively harvested old-growth
forests, with most of the regeneration weighted to hemlock, cedar, and other shade-tolerant species.
However, inrecent New Forestry experiments, small areasopened by yarding corridorsor removal of trees
have been "recolonized” by DouglasHir.

g. Coarse woody debris/downed logs

Comment Summary:

The Yakama Indian Nation, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Tulalip Tribes, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, and
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission urged the requirement of upland downed |og standards/guidelines
inthe HCP. The SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project and the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance urged
the retention of high volumes of downed wood well-distributed across Plum Creek’s lands to provide
habitat connectivity; and oneindividual commented that downed logs provide animal breeding and hiding
cover and HCP guiddines should include retention of downed woody material. Another individua
commented that high density stands of Dispersal Forest lack the down wood debris needed by owls.

Services’ Response:

Coarse woody debris and downed logs are generally present in areas used by spotted owls. However,
"threshold" amounts considered as minimal levels are not known. Contrary to one commentors opinion,
the high tree density necessary to meet spotted owl habitat standardswould virtually ensure that dead and
downed wood would be present in the stand given time. In addition, increased attention given to snag
retention (HCP Section 3.4.4) hel ps ensure asource of large diameter dead treesfor downed wood. Under
the Proposed Plan, it is expected that requirements of State regulations will be met or exceeded. Various
partial-harvest treatments should result in abundant course woody debris. The Applicant will add
measurement of course woody debris to its forest inventory.

9. Landscape Components
Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Washington Native Plant Society, Washington Forest
Protection Association, and two individuals commented on generd landscapeissues. Commentsincluded
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that landscape planning in the HCP is inadequate due to certain lands being excluded, acknowledged the
difficulty of managing for the conservation of species in a checkerboard ownership landscape,
acknowledged the HCPis consi stent with Washington Forest Protection A ssociation policieson landscape
planning, noted that urbanizationisincreasinginthel-90 corridor and piecemeal solutionswould not arrest
the problems this urbanization poses, and asked why the Forest Service does not assess the landscape
habitat distribution with respect to owls and late-successional species and apply the results to the HCP,
SPAMA, and proposed land exchange. One individual on a preprinted card suggested that watershed
management, not piecemeal management, be implemented.

Services’ Response:

Landscape boundaries selected for the HCP are determined by the Applicant (see response to "L ocation
and Boundaries") and includes areasthat are currently known to play asignificant rolein the conservation
of speciesof concern or would play that role in the future. Concurrent plan devel opment by the Applicant
and the Forest Service is an unprecedented opportunity to assess landscape conditions and establish
priorities for amajority of the landsin the Planning Area. Assumptions were made for other landowners
in the checkerboard ownership pattern (HCP Section 2.6.5). The Forest Service could not assess the
landscape conditions because it lacked the timber inventory and habitat databases owned by private
landowners (e.g., the Applicant), which are necessary to make accurate assessments.

a. Patch size

Comment Summary:

The Washington Environmental Council, Washington Native Plant Society, one local organization, and
seven individuals (one comment on a preprinted card) commented on the patch size of habitats. ssues
raised werethat fragmentation was not addressed in the HCP, roads cause fragmentation, planned logging
reduces the effective patch size of interior old-growth ecosystems and would result in too many edges on
remaining patches that would not be viable for organisms, the need for additional multiple-scale planning
using spatial analysis of the landscape, |and swaps to reduce fragmentation should be a high priority, and
clearcuts fragment the landscape and impede dispersal of plants and animals.

Services’ Response:

Interior forest patches are provided for in the Planning Area on a smaller landscape scale by the Federa
L SR lands (checkerboard 1.0 square mile sections and several section blocks) and on alarger landscape
scale adjacent to the Planning Area by the Wilderness Areas and Mt. Rainier National Park. Future
exchanges of land between the Applicant and the Forest Service may help facilitate the increase in blocks
of Federal LSR lands having interior forest conditions within the Planning Area. Implementation of the
HCP would not deter land exchanges; on the contrary, implementation of the HCP should facilitate future
exchanges due to the regulatory certainty provided by the HCP, which would alow the Applicant the
flexibility to plan operationsin areas other than those desired for Federal acquistion. The Servicesbdlieve
that an acceptabl e balance has been reached between the provision of interior habitat conditionsand timber
production, given the distribution of landownership in the Planning Area.

b. Connectivity

Comment Summary:
TheY akamalndian Nation, Defenders of Wildlife, Central Cascades Alliance, Wilderness Society, Sierra
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Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and ten individual s (three comments on preprinted cards) commented
on issues related to connectivity. Questions or comments included the need to analyze the inter-
connectedness of theHCPto recovery plans, Federal plans, and speciesmanagement plansfor surrounding
areas, inadequacy of the Plan in providing landscape connectivity or spatial analysis of the landscape for
species other than the spotted owl, the need for consideration of the Cle Elum River property in connecting
Federal Designated Conservation Areasfor spotted owls, theimportance of connecting old-growth habitat,
and that connectivity at thesite, watershed, and regional level ispoorly defined inthe HCP. Oneindividua
sited two consequences of fragmentation: 1) the lack of recolonization; and 2) inbreeding depression.

Services’ Response:

With the exception of FEMAT, most of the other planning efforts of substancein the Planning Areahave
focussed on the spotted owl. The relationship of the HCP to these other efforts is discussed in the HCP
(Section 3.5.1.1) for owl habitat trends related to FEMAT and draft Recovery Plan. The Grizzly Bear
Recovery Plan wasincorporated into the HCP (see Section 2.10.3.4) and proposed critical habitat for the
Marbled Murrelet was displayed and discussed (HCP Figure 19) in relation to habitat surveys and
inventory. There currently is no recovery plan nor critical habitat proposed for the gray wolf in the
Planning Area.  As in the recently released draft Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive Management Area Plan,
dispersal habitat and NRF habitat for the spotted owl was assumed to provide connectivity for other late
successional speciesinthe Planning Area. The Applicant’ sdefinition for FD habitat ismorerigorousthan
that used in the Forest Service plan (see response to "Spotted Owl FD habitat"). The Cle Elum River
property was not afunctiona part of Designated Conservation Areasin the draft Spotted Owl Recovery
Plan because this property: (1) lacked spotted owls; (2) lacked spotted owl habitat, and (3) would likely
never be spotted owl habitat because of the preponderance of Ponderosa pine and small diameter trees.
Connectivity at thesite, watershed and regional level, wasnot specified at the coarse-grained HCP planning
level because processes discussed and described in the HCP would address this issue during the Permit
period. For instance, timber salelayout and harvest deferrals would address connectivity at the sitelevel;
watershed analysis and RHA/RCA linkage would occur at the watershed level and cooperative
management and research with the Forest Service and the Services would continue at the regional level.

c. Interior forest

Comment Summary:

The Y akama Indian Nation stated that consideration of interior forest habitats is overlooked in the HCP
analysisand RHAsareedgeeffected. Onelocal organization commented that the HCPwould result in too
many edges in relation to the old-growth that would exist on Forest Service land; and one individual
guestioned the increased edge effect on RHAs and the resulting potentia for increased use of these areas
by spotted owl predators.

Services’ Response:

Vegetative and microsite conditions which affect interior forest habitats are poorly understood and too
imprecise to be implemented in alandscape scale conservation plan of thisnature. Interior forest patches
areprovided for in the Planning Areaon asmaller landscape scal e by the Federal L SR lands (checkerboard
1.0 square mile sections and severa section blocks) and on a larger landscape scale adjacent to the
Planning Areaby the Wilderness Areasand Mt. Rainier National Park. Future exchanges of land between
the Applicant and the Forest Service may help facilitate theincreasein blocks of Federal L SR landshaving
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interior forest conditionswithin the Planning Area. Structural retention, asdocumentedinthe Applicant’s
New Forestry experiments, has provided more effective “patches’ which can support a more diverse
assembl age of speciesthan conventional harvest units. Additional language regarding theintent of certain
management actions by the Applicant for managing patch size hasbeen added to the HCP (Section 3.5.1.1,
see FEIS Appendix 4). The Services believe that an acceptable balance has been reached between the
provision of interior habitat conditions and timber production, given the distribution of land ownership in
the Planning Area.

C. Plants
1. Listed Plant Species

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that the HCP inadequately addresses the
consequences of proposed activities on threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant species and the
Washington Native Plant Society suggested that the HCP should providefor some protection of rare plants
and asked how areaswhererare plantswereidentified by the Washington Natural Heritage Programwould
be managed.

Services’ Response:

This HCP only addresses vertebrate animal species. Implementation of the HCP would result in the
Applicant conducting forest-management activities according to their Environmental Principleswhich are
expected to provide protection for sensitive plant species. The Proposed Plan maintains a diverse
distribution of stand structural stages and protection of special habitats. As mentioned in the DEIS,
serpentine soils are unlikely to be harvested or disturbed. The Applicant would, to the extent practicable,
maintain conditions suitable for sensitive plant speciesthrough harvest management and cooperation with
State and Federal wildlife agencies (see DEIS Section 4.7.3). The Services will analyze effects to listed
plant species in its section 7 consultation.

2. Sensitive and Culturally Significant Plant Species

Comment Summary:

TheWenatchee National Forest requested additional analysisof theimpact of the Proposed Action onfungi
and bryophyte species of concern in the Northwest Forest Plan. One individual, on a preprinted card,
urged protection of rare plant communities, such as bogs.

Services’ Response:

ThisHCP only addressesvertebrateanimal species. During thebiol ogical opinion conducted under section
7 of the ESA regarding the Northwest Forest Plan, aworst-case scenario was assumed for theintermingled
and adjacent nonfederal lands. It was assumed that those lands would be heavily harvested; however,
harvest protectionsin placefor owlswould not becompletely alleviated. Theviability assessmentsreferred
to in the comment (FEMAT and SAT) made similar assumptionsin their viability analyses. The Spotted
Owl Recovery Plan and the proposed 4(d) Special Rule for spotted owls discussed goalsfor private lands
in this particular landscape which include both dispersal and demographic support. The Preferred
Alternative providesfor both of those functions, other alternatives may or may not. An analysisfor these
species has been added to the DEIS (see FEIS Section 2, new DEIS Section 4.7.4). Bogs under 5 acres
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insizewill receive protection equal to State Forest Practices Regulations; bogs greater than 5 acresin size
will receive greater protection than current State Regulations (see HCP Section 3.4.1 in FEIS Appendix
4).

3. Exotic Species

Comment Summary:

The National Audubon Society requested additional analysis of the HCP in terms of invasions by exotic
species, Washington Native Plant Society and Washington Environmental Council commented that road
building and harvesting from planned logging in the HCP provide routes for invasion by noxious weeds
and invasive early successional animals.

Services’ Response:

At present, exotic species do not represent a quantifiable threat to species addressed in the HCP. The
Applicant uses seed mixes with native grass and forb species to stabilize banks and reclaimed roads.
Barred owls are thought by some to be "exotics' to the area and were discussed as possible competitors
to the spotted owl in the HCP (Section 2.10.1.4). Concerns that roads and harvest units may provide
access routes for corvids and other species which might prey on the nests and young of late successiona
species has not been validated in over five years of active spotted owl and wildlife monitoring in the
Planning Area. Increasesin exotic plant or animal specieswhich may threaten speciesin the futurewould
be addressed under the "Unforeseen” or "Extraordinary” Circumstances (depending upon severity) in the
Implementation Agreement (HCP Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2; Appendix 10). The State lists plants
considered noxious weeds and regulations are in place for their control (WAC-16-750). Noxious weeds
and other introduced plant species have not posed problems in the past in areas converted to earlier
successional stagesfrom timber management by the applicant within the Planning Area. Dueto replanting
harvest units quickly and in high densities, these early successional areas are temporary, transitioning to
later stages with closed canopies. Conditions that favor early successional plant species are replaced by
conditions that favor more shade-tolerant species. Invasive animals are typically considered as pests in
urban settings and include species such as pigeons, European starlings, and American crows, and would
not be expected to be problemsin timber- management areas away from urban areas.

D. Animals

1. General Wildlife
Comment Summary:
Fourteen individuals (six comments on preprinted cards) commented on general wildlife issues.
Commentsincluded that the HCP should ensure the survival of the 285 known speciesidentified in the
HCP for the area, stated that the HCP creates long-term uncertainty for wildlife, asked how the HCP
specifically improves wildlife and fish habitat over the existing conditions, noted that downed logs and
snags provide hiding and breeding cover for many animals, that elevation or geographic restrictions to
the distributions of species was not addressed in the HCP, and urged that steps be taken to protect our
native species. Oneindividua commented that the decline in old-growth in the Planning Area due to the
spotted owl strategy in the HCP would fragment habitat for mammals.

Services’ Response:

Measuresinthe HCPto protect habitat for Permit Species, Special Emphasis Species, Speciesof Concern,
and Associ ated Species have been determined by the Servicesto provide for the needs of these speciesand
are expected to result in sustaining populations of these species in the Planning Area. Thisis based on
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review of theHCPand analysisof likely impactsto listed speciesfrom the Applicant’ sactivitiesby Service
biologists. Analysis of impacts to the Permit speciesin the HCP would be considered in more detail by
the Services as part of the section 7 consultation and would use different methods of analysis than those
used by the Applicant. The 285 species considered in the HCP are al native species. Elevation and
geographic restrictions to the distribution of species was considered in the HCP in the process of
developing the specieshabitat matrix, development of Lifeforms, and analysis of habitat for Permit
Species, Specia Emphasis Species, Species of Concern, and Associated Species (see HCP Section 2.10).

The HCP improves fish and wildlife habitat over existing conditions by providing greater protection of
habitat than required by current State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations for many |landscape elements
(e.g., riparian areas, caves, talus dopes, wetlands, green tree and snag retention), implementing specific
management actionsfor certain species (e.g., BMPsfor grizzly bears, goshawk nest site harvest deferrals,
road management for wolves, big game, and watershed concerns), and accel eration of watershed analysis
inthe Planning Areato address concernsfor fish and water quality-related issues. These measures allow
for alevel of certainty for habitat protection not present if current regulations are followed. For example,
under current regulations, spotted ow! habitat can be harvested by the Applicant if survey resultsfor three
yearsfail to detect a spotted owl in the management circle. Theseregulations only provide incentivesfor
the Applicant to harvest the owl habitat and prevent regrowth of forest stands to a condition suitable for
spotted owls. See additional discussion of the No-Action Alternative in FEIS Section 6.0. Also, see
Response to Course Woody Debris and Snag Concentrations for additional information regarding the
provision of these habitat features in the HCP. See Responses for Patch Size and Interior Forest for
discussion of habitat fragmentation consideration in the HCP.

a. Mammals
(1) Bats

Comment Summary:
TheY akamalndian Nation, SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and threeindividualscommented
on issues regarding bats. Comments included that the lumping of Myotis bats in the HCP for discussion
and analysis purposes is inappropriate due to species specific differences in range and habitat use, cave
buffers are inadequately defined, areas adjacent to reservoirs should be given specia consideration for
protection (Lake Cle Elum), requests for the basis of the 25-foot buffer, requests for why buffers are not
proposed for nurseriesand other roosts, failure of the HCPto address pesticide use, since Townsend’ sbats
use roosts other than caves, impacts analysis for this species isinadequate if based on only known caves
within the Planning Area. One commentor noted that Thomas and West (1992) were misinterpreted on
page 178 of the HCP; their study found no reproductive female bats above 300-meters in the western
Cascades of southern Washington. This commentor stated that the HCP does not address elevation
restrictionsfor these species. Other commentsincluded that by reducing old-growth with implementation
of the Plan, species such as bats would suffer from reduced habitat and that surveys should be conducted
to confirm the occurrence and abundance of Myotis species.
Services’ Response:
Theinclusion of several Myotis bat speciesinto one group for describing their ecological requirementsand
impacts from the HCP was appropriate because of similarities between the species in habitat needs and
ranges. Specific differences between species were discussed in HCP Section 2.10.5.4 and relevant
differenceswere considered in eval uation of impactsto these speciesfromthe Applicant’ sactivities. Caves
have been further defined and the protection zone around caves has been expanded from 25-feet to 100-feet
in response to public comments and discussions with the Services (see Response to Caves and FEIS,
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Appendix 4, Section 3.4.3). RHAS, spotted owl deferrals, and green tree and snag retention measures in
the HCP would provide snagsthat may serve asroosting sitesfor bat species. Wherelargereservoirsare
included in the Planning Area, minimum 200-foot RHAswould be established and provide potential snags
for roosting sites. Known information concerning the Townsend’ s big-eared bat suggests this speciesis
mainly associated with caves and rock shelters or man-made structures providing cavities or cave-like
habitat. Caves discovered in the Planning Area would be protected (see above). Additional habitat
protection has been included in the HCP by the Applicant directed toward Vaux’'s swifts, fishers, and
marten that would also benefit bats. Hollow snags, identified during harvest layout and design, would
receive priority for retention consistent with State worker safety rules (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section
3.4.4). The Applicant does not currently use or anticipate future use of pesticides as part of itsactivities.
Use of herbicides by the Applicant has been addressed in HCP Section 1.2.3.3. Old-growth would not be
effectively reduced in the Planning Area (see HCP Table 30) and protection measures identified above
should sustain populations of bat species where they occur in the Planning Area. Habitat protection
measures in the HCP would avoid or minimize impacts to these species so that specific surveys for
confirmation of occurrence and abundance are not necessary. Clarification has been added to the HCP
whichindicatesthat Thomasand West (1991) found no reproductive batsduring their study of siteslocated
between 300 and 600 meters elevation in the western Cascades.

(2) Other Small Mammals
Comment Summary:
One loca organization and one individual commented on issues regarding smal mammals. One
commentor asked why Plum Creek is surveying for owl prey speciesin old-growth when most of thetime
most of the Planning Areawould bein Dispersal Forest. Other commentsincluded that old-growth forests
are important for providing hypogeous fungi that voles forage on and by reducing old-growth with
implementation of the Plan, species such assquirrels, shrews, and voleswould suffer from reduced habitat.
It was noted that small mammals play an important role in dispersing fungal sporesin their fecal pellets
and little cover and forage is provided by recently clearcut aress.
Services’ Response:
Aspart of the HCP, the Applicant would survey both dispersal and managed old-growth structural stages
for spotted owl prey densties to verify that adequate prey levels are present to sustain spotted owls.
Managed old-growth was included in these surveys since this structural stage is often aresult of selective
harvesting in old-growth stands and represents amodification of forest conditions. See HCP Section 5.2.3
for more detailed information. Habitat protection in the HCP by the Applicant, specifically RHAs and
maintenance of spotted owl habitat, is expected to provide the conditions necessary for sustaining
populations of small mammal species such voles, squirrels, and shrews. Old-growth in the Planning Area
would not be effectively reduced during the Permit period (see HCP Table 30). Even-aged harvesting is
only one technique employed by the Applicant in managing forest stands and other uneven-age and
shelterwood harvesting would provide avariety of habitats for small mammals (see HCP Section 1.2.3.1).

(3) Canids - gray wolf, coyotes, foxes

Comment Summary:

TheWDFW, Y akamaIndian Nation, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project, three local organizations, and 11 individuals (one comment on a preprinted card) commented on
issues related to the gray wolf. Comments included that the HCP should provide at least State Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations for gray wolf protection, impacts are not minimized or not adequately
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estimated for wolves, more documentation is needed to assess impacts, no monitoring or population
projections are provided for wolf populations, den buffer protections are inadequate, HCP activities are
designed to keep wolves off the Applicant’s land by downgrading the quality of habitat, no justification
is provided for the three-den limit on the Applicant’ s land, and open road densities should be reduced for
wolves. One commentor suggested that six wolf packs elsewhere in the State should not release the
Applicant from conservation responsibilities and that roadless areas are important to wolves. One
commentor was pleased with provisions for wolves in the HCP. More information was requested on
explaining thetiming restriction datesaround wolf densand buffer distancesand comparisonsto guidelines
for other states where wolves are present, how rendezvous sites would be protected, and how large a
management unit containing a den site would be deferred from harvest?

Services’ Response:

Development of mitigation measures for the gray wolf in the HCP includes features to protect den sites,
provide for prey habitat conditions, and road management strategies (see HCP Section 3.2.1.4). The
Services expect that the combination of these measures would provide adequate protection of ecological
requirements for this species. Measures that provide for wolf prey and create more secure and less
disturbed (from human activities) habitat through road closures upon implementation of the HCP would
enhance conditions for colonization of the Planning Area. Dates for timing restrictions surrounding wolf
dens were developed from information presented in (Mech 1970; The Gray Wolf). Buffer distances and
operational restriction guidelineswere devel oped from experience and monitoring of active den sitesby the
Applicant ontimber landsin Montana. Sincethe future locations of wolf densare unknown at the present,
the exact size of management units that would be deferred from harvest are also unknown. However, the
average size of management units on the Applicant’s land is approximately 40 acres. The limitation for
deferralsat three active den sites at any onetime by the A pplicant and reeval uation of protection strategies
when six packs elsawhere in the State are established was determined by the Services through negotiation
with the Applicant in lieu of established goalsfor thisarea. In addition to colonization of the Applicant’s
land, den sites are expected to be established on Federal landsin the Planning Area. Open road densities
would be reduced by the Applicant on their landsto 1.0 mile per square milein the 1-90 Lakes Subunit for
grizzly bear protection and would also benefit wolves (see HCP Section 3.2.1.3). Road closures by the
Applicant in the Taneum Creek drainage for big game hunting issues would be continued and road-
management efforts increased to benefit wolves (see HCP Section 3.2.1.4). Rendezvous sites would be
protected from disturbance by the Applicant through consultation with the Services and may include
operational timing restrictions or road closures. Because of the many factors beyond the Applicant’s
control that may influence wolf recolonization of the Planning Area, no population projections can be
determined for the Planning Area during the Permit period. Monitoring of some den sitesby the Applicant
may occur aspart of thewolf management plan, but monitoring of wolf populationsin theregionisbeyond
the scope of this HCP and not necessary to addressimpactsfrom the Applicant’ s activitiesin the Planning
Area

(4) Ursids - grizzly bear

Comment Summary:

TheWDFW, Y akamaIndian Nation, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project, threelocal organizations, and ten individuals (one comment on a preprinted card) commented on
issues related to the grizzly bear. Comments included that the HCP should provide at least State Forest
Praxctices Rulesand Regulationsfor grizzly bear protection, impacts are not minimized or not adequately
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estimated for bears, more documentation is needed to assess impacts, ho monitoring or population
projections are provided for bear populations, HCP activities are designed to keep grizzly bears off Plum
Creek’s land by downgrading the quality of habitat, RHAS are inadequate for bears and should be
increased in width, enough old-growth habitat should be protected to sustain healthy populations or bears,
roadless areas are important to grizzlies, and open road densities should be reduced for bears, especially
inroadlessareas. Onecommentor was pleased with provisionsregarding road density and accessfor bears
in the HCP. Some commentors recommended that Phase |1 measures be implemented immediately as a
proactive step to encourage grizzly bear colonization of the area. One commentor noted that sightingsin
the Lake Kachess area and in the southern Cascades suggests there are resident grizzly bear populations
in these areas and a wildlife corridor should be established to allow movement between the areas. One
commentor stated that grizzly bears have recolonized the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area and that the
Planning Area, without wildlife travel corridors, may be an impediment to the grizzly eventualy re-
colonizing land south to the Columbia River. One commentor noted that thereis judicia precedent that
the HCP grizzly bear management may not be providing adequate protection measures.

Services’ Response:

State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations regarding grizzly bears only restrict activities surrounding
active den sites. Grizzly bear den sites are likely to be in upper elevation zones where deep and long-
lasting snow provide suitable den sites. These areas are likely to be unsuitable for timber harvest and
impacts from the HCP avoided or minimized. Measuresin the HCP for grizzly bears (see HCP Section
3.2.1.3) would enhance the potentia for grizzly bear recolonization of the 1-90 Lakes Subunit of the
Planning Area and would maintain and further enhance habitat when grizzly bears are inhabitants. Phase
| BMPs are a proactive step towards grizzly bear colonization and include reducing open road density.
Old-growth and other later structural stages would be available on both the Applicant’ s land and Federal
lands to provide forest cover habitat for bears. Class 1 “confirmed” sightings of tracks and individual
adult grizzly bears have been documented for the 1-90 L akes Subunit (see HCP Section 2.10.3.3) but no
documented sightings have been reported for areas south of this region in Washington. Information on
grizzly sightings should be reported to the WDFW. Federal recovery plans for the grizzly bear in
Washington State have targeted the North Cascades asa Recovery Zone. Measuresinthe HCPfor grizzly
bears have been devel oped to be consistent with the Recovery Plan. The establishment of travel corridors
for grizzly bearsto areas outside of the Recovery Zone are not addressed in the Recovery Plan. Because
of the many factors beyond the Applicant’s control that may influence grizzly bear recolonization of the
Planning Area, no population projections can be determined for the Planning Area during the Permit
period. Monitoring of bear populations in the region is beyond the scope of this HCP and not necessary
to address impacts from the Applicant’ s activities in the Planning Area.

(5) Mustellids - wolverine, fisher, marten, otter

Comment Summary:

The Wilderness Society commented that the HCP and DEI'S do not thoroughly assesstheimpacts of forest
management on connectivity of habitat for the wolverinein the 1-90 corridor. One local organization and
one individual suggested that the HCP needs to discuss in more detail the habitat needs of fishers and
provide more habitat. Another individual suggested that old-growth forest is one of the few proven
safeguardswe have for continued health of endangered and threatened specieslikefishers. Oneindividual
commented that popul ation trendsfor fisher and wolverinesare unknown in the Planning Areaand impacts
of forest management are not fully understood. Another individual remarked on theimpact to ottersfrom
the decline in old-growth.
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Services’ Response:

Needs of wolverines for connectivity of habitat in the 1-90 corridor are expected to be met by deferral
areas for spotted owls on the Applicant’ s land as younger stands grow into more mature stages and by
establishment of RHAs. Road closures for grizzly bears would benefit wolverines; disturbance from
human activity isthought to bethelargest concernin management for wolverines. Based on discussions
with the Services and WDFW and in response to public comments, additional habitat protection has been
included in the HCP by the Applicant directed toward Vaux’s swifts, fishers, and martens (see FEIS,
Appendix 4, Section 3.4.4). Hollow snags, identified during harvest layout and design, would receive
priority for retention consistent with State worker safety rules. Old-growth forest would be available on
the Applicant’s land and in larger patches on Federal lands in the Planning Area (see HCP Table 30).
Riparian strategies and older standsin RHAs would benefit otters.

(6) Goats and sheep
Comment Summary:
Oneindividual commented that the Cle Elum River property is an important wintering areafor big game.
Another individual commented that old-growth forests provide travel corridors and are important as
thermal cover for goats during migration.

Services’ Response:

The comment is noted regarding the big game wintering areaaong the Cle Elum River. Seethe Response
for Location and Boundaries. Any future development plans by the Applicant for these lands outside the
Planning Areawould undergo appropriate environmental review by local, State, and Federa agencies as
relevant regulations require. Patches of forest cover among cliffs and rock lopes that provide cover for
goatsare expected to persist dueto the operational difficulty and worker safety considerationsthat harvest
of these areas entails. Primary habitat for Lifeform 4 includes older stands in units with greater than 25
percent rock and remain in adegquate amounts through the Permit period.

(7) Deer and elk
Comment Summary:
TheNorthwest Ecosystem Alliance commented that road mileage should bereduced to 1.0 mile/squaremile
to provide additional protection for elk. Oneindividua commented that much of the habitat for elk and
deer inthe Planning Areaisabovethe preferred wintering e evation and for thisreason, some consideration
should begivento habitat in relation to periodsof use. Another individual commented that travel corridors
along the Cascade crest are especially important to deer and ek, and that clearcuts are only temporarily
beneficial to deer and elk, because some species rely on ephiphytic lichens from old-growth forests as
winter forage.
Services’ Response:
Open road densities would be reduced by the Applicant in the 1-90 Lakes Subunit for grizzly bear
management (see HCP Section 3.2.1.3) and would benefit elk. The Applicant currently isinvolved in
cooperative road closures with the State in the Taneum Creek drainage for big game during the hunting
season. Though the HCP is amulti-species plan, the Services recognize that there are certain trade-offs
when attempting to manage for a variety of species with differing habitat needs. Habitat management
in this HCP directed toward the spotted ow! results in decreasing the amounts of early successional
structural stages that serves as foraging habitat for deer and elk. Foraging and thermal cover habitat
would be availablein all elevational areas used by deer and elk and are expected to allow for movement
of animals between seasonal use areas. Old-growth and other late successional stands that provide
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thermal cover and winter forage would be avail able both on the Applicant’ sand Federal lands during the
Permit period (see HCP Table 30, Figures 46, 47, and 48).

b. Birds

(1) Aquatic birds (other than the marbled murrelet)

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest, WDFW, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and oneindividual
commented on issues regarding aquatic bird species. The comments included that the common loon and
great blue heron should be added to the list of Species of Concern in the HCP and protection plans for
breeding sites addressed. One commentor recommended that black terns not be included in the Unlisted
Species Agreement since habitat in thelower Cle Elum/Y akimaRiver areaswere excluded from the HCP.
Commentsspecific to harlequin ducksincluded requestsfor information on thefrequency of ground nesting
and under what conditionsit takes place, if habitat for prey species (invertebrates) isadequately protected,
what level of use of intermittent streams occurs by harlequins, what acreage of the HCP is considered
primary and secondary habitat, and if seasonal restrictionsare planned to avoid disturbance during nesting.
Commentors noted that there is an inconsistency between Technical Report No. 8 that recommended the
avoidance of harvesting in riparian areas and the HCP which allows harvesting in riparian areas and that
population trendsin the Planning Areaand impacts of timber management not known or fully understood.
Othersrecommended that sighting information regarding harlequinsfrom the SPAMA Plan beincorporated
into the HCP.

Services’ Response:

The Services expect that adverseimpactsto common loonswould not occur asaresult of the Applicant’s
activities because of this species’ likely habitat usein the Planning Area and measuresin the HCP such
as RHAs that would protect breeding areas. Common loons would be expected to breed in the large
reservoirs or other larger bodies of water in the Planning Area which would be buffered by a minimum
200-foot RHA. Great blue heronstypically nest near feeding areasin proximity to water and RHAsand
forested wetland protection in the Planning Areawould provide breeding sites across the landscape for
thisspecies. Should black terns become federally listed in the future, protection for this speciesin areas
outside of the Planning Area would be governed by ESA guidelines. Any habitat likely to be used by
black ternswithin the Planning Areawould be protected by RHAs along the largeriversand lakes. The
Services expect that adequate habitat would be available on the Applicant’ sland dueto the provisionin
the HCP of RHAs that would provide snags, large trees, and shrub cover for loafing and nesting sites.
Though some sel ective harvesting would be conducted in RHAs outside of the 30-foot, no-harvest zone,
important landscape elements for harlequins would be retained and only one entry into RHAs would
occur during the Permit period. Seasonal restrictions of activities near harlequin breeding siteswere not
included in the HCP. Measures in the HCP to protect fisheries and water quality issues would also
protect aquatic invertebrates, the principal forage base of harlequins during the breeding season (see
Response to Aquatic Invertebrates). The Aquatic Resource Monitoring program in the Planning Area
would assess aquatic insects through research and is further described in HCP Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6.
RHAs and wetlands total more than 12,000 acres of the Applicant’s lands in the Planning Area (HCP
Section 3.3.3) and a breakdown of primary and suitable habitat for the harlequin duck (Lifeform 3) is
provided in HCP Table 26. Sighting information regarding harlequinsin the SPAMA Plan have been
noted.
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(2) Marbled Murrelet

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Y akamalndian Nation,
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, threelocal organizations, and
seven individuals commented on issues related to marbled murrelets. Comments and questions included
that insufficient protection andimpactsanaysisisprovided intheHCPfor murrel ets, surveysfor murrelets
are limited and clarification is needed regarding survey standards, and ownership of the surveyed areas,
no mapswere provided showing potential murrelet habitat, recommendationsthat the entire Planning Area
be surveyed or that surveys should be ongoing through the Permit period, and that activities in the HCP
are designed to keep murrelets off Plum Creek’s land by downgrading the quality of the habitat. No
population projections are provided for murrelets. The Kelly Butte area should be preserved for the
development of murrelet habitat. One commentor requested information on the condition of riparian areas
and critical habitat on Federal landsin the Planning Area and how well they provide murrelet habitat.

Services’ Response:

Extensive habitat surveysto determine the suitability for murrelets of Federal landsin the Planning Area
have not been conducted. Proposed critical habitat designated for areas in and near the Planning Areais
presented in HCP Figure 6. Surveysof the most suitable murrelet habitat on the Applicant’ slandsare part
of the HCP mitigation plan for the murrelet and HCP Section 3.2.1.2 and Technical Report No. 2 describe
survey methodology. Locations of the surveyed stands are presented in HCP Figure 19. These surveys
includeal of the Applicant’ slands up to the Cascade crest determined to be the most suitable for murrel et
use. Should murrelets be detected, the Services believe that protection of the stands would be adequate;
additional clarification of protection measures have been added to the HCP (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section
3.2.1.2). Through negotiation with the Applicant and devel opment of the mitigation plan for murrelets,
the Services are not requiring ongoing surveys through the Permit period. Old-growth structural stages
are non-declining on the Applicant’s lands during the Permit period (HCP Table 30). Based on public
commentsand discussionswithinthe Services, additiona clarificationregarding the ownership of surveyed
areas, criteriafor determining suitable habitat, and information regarding the exclusion of certain stands
have been added to the HCP (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 3.2.1.2). Because of the many factorsbeyond
the Applicant’s control that may influence murrelet use of the Planning Area, no population projections
can be determined for the Planning Area during the Permit period. The Applicant’s activities are not
designed to prevent murrelets from occupying their land; spotted owl deferralsin the Green River Valley
may also serve as murrelet habitat. Future land exchanges between the Applicant and the Forest Service
may help to facilitate the increase in blocks of Federal land that may provide suitable murrelet habitat in
the future on LSR or AMA designated Forest Plan landscapes.

(3) Owls - general

Comment Summary:

The Y akama Indian Nation and the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented on the HCP
analysis of owl species other than the spotted owl. Comments noted that the needs of flammulated owls
were not addressed adequately and more protection of larger snagsisrequired. A commentor stated that
the HCP does not provide protection of natural openings and meadows for the great gray owl that are
provided for in the Northwest Forest Plan.
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Services’ Response:

Flammulated owls are primarily associated with Ponderosa pine forests. The Applicant has added this
Specia Habitat tothe HCP. The Applicant currently utilizes sel ective harvesting in Ponderosa pine stands
where such techniques are operationally and silviculturally appropriate. The Applicant’s continued use
of selective harvesting would result in multi-aged stands over the Permit period. Where development of
amulti-aged forest is not possible, the Applicant would enhance opportunities for biological diversity by
leaving trees of varioussize classes, aswell asexisting snagsand snag recruitment trees. Natural openings
and meadows which may be used by great gray owls are generally considered “nonforested” in the
Applicant’ sforest inventory and were not considered to be adversely affected by operations contempl ated
in the HCP. Stand structure stage amounts for the Ponderosa pine/Lodgepole pine Forest Class in the
Planning Areais presented in Table 30b, appended to the HCP in FEIS, Appendix 4.

(4) Spotted Owl - general

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Y akama Indian Nation, Defenders of Wildlife,
National Audubon Society, Washington Environmental Council, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, seven local organizations, and 19 individuals (one comment on a
preprinted card) commented on generd i ssuesregarding the spotted owl. Questionsand commentsincluded
that the HCP does not fully protect spotted owl populations or owl habitat and would cause their decline
or extirpation, the HCP provides inadequate mitigation and corrective action is delayed until a net
detriment to the popul ation would be uncorrectable, the No-Action Alternative provides better protection,
the HCP ignores east side and west side differencesin owl populations and the important Cle Elum owl
corridor, and urged no logging or clearcutting of owl habitat. Information requests included maps of al
habitat reserves for owls, requests for clarification of “ seasonal protection” measures, requests for more
detail of how more owl habitat would exist in 50 years and the benefits of having more dispersal habitat
on the landscape, and requests for clarification of deferral unit sizes and amounts due to discrepanciesin
the documents. Comments related to the ecology of the spotted owl include that they may show nonlinear
population responses at low population levels, predation impacts are inadequatel y addressed in the HCP,
and spotted owls are indicator species of old-growth habitat.

Services’ Response:

Demographic trendsfor spotted owlsin the Cle Elum area, which includesthe Planning Area, are currently
under review by the Applicant. The most recent data reported by the DNR in their EIS on the proposed
State spotted owl rule states that the “lambda’ value estimating rate of population change is “not
statistically different from 1.0 and suggests that the owl population in the Planning Areais not declining
(DNR EIS, page 2-51). Concernsthat the reduction of owl habitat contemplated in the HCP would lead
to unacceptable population declines is speculative and would be analyzed in more detail in the Services
section 7 consultation. Current and anticipated State and Federal regulationsand guidelines(i.e., 1.8-mile
radius management circles) would not avert areduction in spotted owl habitat, because habitat outside of
circles, and abovethreshold within circleswould continueto be harvested by State and privatelandowners,
including the Applicant. Moreover, there are no Federal regulationsthat define “take.” For this reason,
site specific actions in the future would be judged on a case-by-case basis. Accordingly, habitat below
thresholds may be harvested if harm to spotted owlswould not occur. The current regulations aternative
(i.e., No-Action) displayed in the DEIS was conservative and assumed “no net loss’ of circles and owl
sites. In redlity, 14 sites are currently without protection circles or would lose their protective circles
shortly because of documented absence through surveys. Analysis of the current regulations aternative
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has been revised to reflect this information (see FEIS Section 2, DEIS Section 4.8.1.1; No-Action
Alternative). East and west side Cascades habitat differences were accounted for in both the definition of
owl habitat (HCP Section 2.4) and construction of the RPSF model withincorporation of Fire Management
AnalysisZones(2-5) toreflect different elevation, topographic, and preci pitation zoneswhere spotted owls
occur inthe Planning Area (Irwin and Hicks 1995). Concernsabout seasonal limitationsaround nest sites
have been addressed by the Applicant by adding the restriction dates of March 1 to August 31 within 0.25-
mile of an active nest.

(5) Spotted Owl - deferrals

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Y akama Indian Nation, Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, three local organizations, and 13 individua letters (plus 424
preprinted cards) commented on theissue of spotted owl deferrals. Questionsand commentsincluded that
deferrals were not large enough or were too few, urged that additional or al owl sites be included with
deferrals or that back-up sites also be included with deferrals, and that deferrals should be for the entire
50-year Permit period (i.e., length of the first phase of the Permit). One commentor recommended that
deferralsbeincluded at stesoutside of L SRsand AMASif they are productive. One commentor suggested
that logging near all owl sites be deferred until impacts from the Recissons Rider are analyzed.
Commentorsrequested clarification regarding whether the deferral areasareincludedinthe 8 percent NRF
commitment by Plum Creek onitslandsand whether deferral areaswould be maintained for the entirefirst
phase of the Permit period.

Services’ Response:

The rationale for designating NRF deferrals and FD corridorsis described in HCP Section 3.2.1.1. Itis
erroneousto assumethat deferralsand corridors are "isolated” from other patches of habitat, either onthe
Applicant’s land or on Federal and State lands. Consequently, Size as a criteria for adequacy must be
taken in context with the total amount of habitat present for each site center. The issue of amount and
location of deferralswould aso be evaluated in the Services section 7 consultation onthe HCP. Alternate
deferrals, additional deferrals, or timeextensionsfor deferralscan beidentified or revised during the Permit
period if biological data or Extraordinary Circumstances dictate arevision (see HCP Section 5.4.3.2 and
Appendix 10, item 2.5). Although prioritized for AMAS and L SRS, some deferrals were located near
productive sitesin the federally designated Matrix south of the Green River and would be incorporated by
the Applicant in the spotted owl monitoring program (HCP Section 5.1.2, as revised). Impacts of the
Recision Rider authorizing salvage logging on Forest Service land are not an issue in the Planning Area,
sincethereare no salvage salesor "318" salesidentified on any Forest Servicelandsin the Planning Area.
However, the Servicesremain concerned about these sales and will consider these sales and their impacts
during identification of the baseline during the section 7 consultation. The deferrals are part of the NRF
percentages estimated to be on the Applicant’ s ownership for the first 20 years of the Permit period (i.e.,
First Phase) (HCP Table 24). Itisat the Applicant’s discretion whether the deferrals are to remain past
the 20 year deferral period and be counted toward the 8 percent minimum identified in HCP Section
3211

(6) Spotted Owl - population impacts and models

Comment Summary:
TheWDFW, Northwest I ndian FisheriesCommission, Y akamalndian Nation, National Audubon Society,
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Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Washington Environmental
Council, six local organizations, and 37 individuals (plus 424 preprinted cards) commented on issues
regarding spotted owl population impacts from the HCP and models used in the analysis. Questionsand
comments included that the HCP should not allow a reduction in the owl population, impacts to the
population are underestimated and a dramatic decline would result from implementation of the HCP, not
enough owl pairsor habitat for agreater carrying capacity is protected, no owl surveysare provided after
20 years, dataanalysis of survival ratesisbased on too short an observation time, no sufficient population
level for the Planning Areaisidentified, and no margin of error to population impactsis provided in the
HCP. The WDFW took issue with the filter system and asserted that a possibility of take still remained
for anumber of sitesidentified at filter stages. The WDFW further recommended that assessment of take
be based on Service guidelines. WDFW recommended only using NRF for take assessment unless the
usable portion of FD can beidentified. Some commentors stated that one spotted owl take per year during
the Permit period was too high or that take would occur in two-thirds of all owl sitesin the first 20 years,
and all 88 sites after 20 years. Requests were made to explain how the owl would survive the loss of
habitat in thefirst two decades of the Plan and how the HCP impacts to owlswould influence the regiona
population. Comments specific to the RSPF model used to analyze impacts to spotted owl populationsin
the Planning Area noted that the RSPF model is unproven, flawed, and inappropriate, does not factor in
adeclining owl population for the Cle Elum study area (Fort Collins analysis results) or identify therate
of change in the Planning Area owl population, does not factor in predation impacts or habitat trends, no
modd verification plan is provided, and questioned the use of 0.7-mile circlesin the model when so many
telemetry relocations are outside of this circle area.

Services’ Response:

From alandscape perspective, the minimum level of NRF habitat estimated over the Permit period (HCP
Tables 23 and 24) varies only 2 percent between the conservative "current regulation” Alternative (25
percent) and the HCP (23 percent), suggesting that reductionsin owl habitat under the HCP would not be
severe. However, becausethe No-Action Alternative is so variable and conservative, it might provide less
NRF habitat than the Proposed Action. Concerns about the lack of spotted owl surveys past year 20 of
the Permit period have been addressed by adding more surveys out to year 40 (Table 31, asrevised, see
FEIS Appendix 4). Survival rates of spotted owls in the Planning Area reflect the most continuous
monitoring of this variable for any owl population in the State of Washington and are comparable to
monitoring periods used in recent demographic analyses for other spotted owl populations in Oregon and
Cdlifornia. A "sufficient” population level for spotted owlsin the I-90 corridor has never been identified;
surveyscontinueto discover more pairsthanwereprevioudly expected. Infact, known pairsto-date exceed
the origina estimate of a recovered population set forth in Thomas (1990). The HCP was designed, in
part, to support the draft Spotted Owl Recovery Plan which is the most recent attempt to establish the
population size and habitat configuration favorable to owls (see HCP Section 3.5.1.1). It isunclear how
the commentors arrived at impacts to 88 sitesin 20 years when many of these sites are currently not valid
site centers (i.e., lacks pairs or resident singles) and likely would not be during the Permit period, or the
Applicant has minimal contribution to habitat support for the site. The assessment of "take" includes
possible impacts that would only "dightly impair” the site and not result in displacement of the resident
owls. Concernsthat "take" of owl siteswould be excessiveisbased on the assumption that owl siteswould
remain "static" and fixed in location for the 50-year Permit period. This assumption is erroneous and is
not shared by the Interagency Spotted Owl Committee, the Spotted Owl Recovery Team and other
scientists that have devel oped landscape plans for spotted owls. In those plans, the assumptions have
included the movement of owlsto areas of available habitat as forested stands develop in the future. As
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stated earlier, the question of excessive "take" would be assessed in the Services' section 7 consultation
using analysis techniques independent of those used in development of the HCP. The Services continue
to believethat, asaresult of the Proposed Plan, takein the order of 50 sites over the 50-year Permit period
(i.e., First Phase) is alikely occurrence. However, the Services now believe that the number owl sites
takenwould not be equally distributed throughout the Permit period, but rather, greater take may be evident
earlier inthe Permit period. Analysisusingthe*40 percent threshold” indicatesthat approximately 15 owl
sitesmay be at risk of take during the first decade, approximately 10 sites per decade during the second
and third decades, and fewer than 5 sites per decadethereafter. These estimated take amountsdo not differ
substantially by alternative. For instance, 15 sites are also at risk during the first decade under the No-
Action Alternative.

The RSPF model was not applied correctly in examples provided by reviewers. The RSPF model's
theoretical basis and mathematical structure are geared for estimating the average probability across a
landscape, not an individual site. The model cannot be applied accurately when only used to assess the
conditionsat asinglesite, but instead must be applied acrossalandscape. Demographic trendsfor spotted
owlsin the Cle Elum areawhich includes the Planning Area are currently under review. The most recent
data reported by the DNR in their EIS on the proposed State spotted owl rule states that the “lambda”
value estimating rate of population changeis not statistically different from 1.0 and suggests that the owl
population in Planning Area is not declining (DNR EIS, page 2-51). Predation on spotted owls is
discussed in HCP Section 2.10.1.3, and occursin avariety of situationsand from avariety of sources(e.g.,
great horned owls, goshawks) in the Planning Area. There is no pattern to predation that allows for
predictive effects on spotted owl populations. Contrary to reviewer comments, verification of the RSPF
mode is addressed in both the monitoring program (HCP Section 5.1.2) and the Adaptive Management
section (HCP Section 5.4.3.2). Theuse of 0.7-milecirclesin the model was based on the fact that habitat
and physical characteristics within the Planning Area provided the most reliable basis for correct
classifying random vs. owl sites. Use of 0.7-mile circlesin the model did not imply that al habitat needs
for the owl are met in that circle.

The Services acknowledge that for several filter stagesthat take is a possibility, but believe take becomes
lesslikely or would be of alower impact than for other filter stages. The Services prefer to consider the
filter system a prioritization tool to assess potential impact. The Services will further assess impacts on
owlsduring section 7 consultation and will use existing guidelinesand other standardsto assessthe amount
of take. The Services concur with the use of NRF and suitable FD, but will primarily base assessments
on NRF to be conservative.

(7) Spotted Owl - NRF habitat (quality/definition, amounts,
distribution)

Comment Summary:

TheWenatcheeNationa Forest, WDFW, Northwest I ndian FisheriesCommission, Y akamalndian Nation,
National Audubon Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project,
four local organizations, and 59 individuals (plus 424 preprinted cards) commented on issue relating to
NRF owl habitat. The most frequent comment was that the HCP should retain more nesting habitat for
the spotted owl. Some comments recommended that current NRF habitat not be harvested until the
regrowth of habitat becomes suitable. Other comments include that the existing NRF habitat is not a
biologically viable baseline for analysis and that Federal standards for NRF habitat should be applied to
critical corridorsand potential land exchange areas. Comments concerning regrowth of NRF habitat were

Fina EIS
March 1996 A-65



that it is overly optimigtic, only estimated for the future, is inaccurately predicted on Federal landsin the
future, and is unproven to contain the characteristics needed by spotted owls or would be too fragmented
to be used by spotted owls. Comments relating to the definition of NRF habitat in the HCP include that
thedefinitionisdifferent from Federal plans, doesnotincludeall appropriate habitat characteristicsneeded
by spotted owls, and should not include the Mature Forest structural stage. Comments on the distribution
of NRF habitat include that the HCP provides no discussion of where the NRF habitat would be located
or if patches would be large enough, the relationship of NRF habitat to Federal DCAS, no analysis of the
effects of fragmentation or short-term versus long-term NRF distribution is provided in the HCP, and that
clustered habitat would not benefit owl populations.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant’s analysis revealed that increasing the amount of spotted owl habitat on the Applicant’s
lands necessary to maintain or increase existing population numbers carried an unacceptable economic
impact, aswell as negative tradeoffsto other wildlife species. The primary emphasis of the HCP, relative
to spotted owls, is to reduce the impact of short-term harvest of spotted owl NRF habitat (with harvest
deferralsand corridors) while maintaining an economically acceptable level of NRF habitat over thelong-
term with more dispersal habitat to reduce the potential for fragmentation and isolation of the owls using
future landscapes. Harvest of NRF habitat is inevitable in all aternatives, including the No-Action
Alternative. Federal "standards’ for NRF habitat are not explicit and have not been used asa standard for
regulatory purposes sincethe owl waslisted in 1990. NRF definitions are based on documented useinthe
Planning Area through a variety of forest conditions. Growth of NRF habitat was based on standard
growth-and-yield models as described in HCP Section 2.7. Assumptions for growth and maintenance of
NRF habitat on Federal lands was based on assumptions under the Northwest Forest Plan with timber
inventory data supplied by the Forest Service (HCP Section 2.6.5.2). Secondary habitat characteristics
such as snags, downed logs, and other structural features are not presently detectablein timber inventories
but often occur when inventory parameters of diameter, species, and density are met. The Mature Forest
structural stage is defined separately from spotted owl NRF habitat. NRF habitat is defined in DEIS
Section 2.4.1.2 and HCP Section 2.4. The definition of NRF is based on observations of owls and
measurementsof applicablehabitat features. The probablelocation and distribution of NRF wasdisplayed
in HCP Figures 36 through 38 and discussed in HCP Section 3.5.1. Spotted owl sengitivity to forest
fragmentation and patch size in the Planning Area was examined in the devel opment of the RSPF model
with a series of fragmentation indices (e.g., scaed dominance, fractal dimension) and no significant
correlations between these indices and reproductive success were found (Irwin and Hicks 1995). An
analysis of the RSPF model revealed that the model wasin fact sensitive to changesin fragmentation and
would predict lower occupancy rateson afragmented landscape. The best available biological dataon owl
biology and observation evidence in the Planning Area suggeststhat "clustering” or concentrating habitat
near active site centers would help ensure spotted owl occupancy (see HCP Section 3.2.1.1).

(8) Spotted Owl - FD habitat (quality/definition, amounts, distribution)

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee Nationa Forest, WDFW, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Muckleshoot Indian
Tribe, YakamaIndian Nation, National Audubon Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project, two local organization, and 15 individuals commented on issues related
to spotted owl foraging and dispersal habitat (FD). General commentsincluded concernsthat FD does not
substitute for NRF habitat or old-growth, that owlswould not use FD corridors but instead di sperse across
alarge area, question the use of “small stepping stones,” and the HCP should not infer that FD would
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function on alandscapelevel. Commentsrelating to the amount of FD habitat provided by the HCP stated
that insufficient FD is provided in RHAS, other areas, or above that required by current regulations (see
HCP Tables 23 and 24). Comments relating to the definition included that the data and analysis used to
define FD habitat is inadequate, not scientifically based, and is based on only data from two sites, the
minimum tree size guidelines are too small, the application of the Murray Pacific model to the Planning
Areashould be validated, the definition is not based on FEMAT guidelines or includes data regarding owl
prey or other characteristics needed by owls, provides no justification for its dispersal function to owls or
other species, and questioned how “lift” would be provided for owl fly-through capability in FD stands.
Other comments requested clarification as to why the Dispersal Forest structural stage is considered
suitable for owlswhen only providing minimal conditions for owl roosting and foraging and why suitable
habitat for owls is made up of younger forest stagesin Table 3 of the Executive Summary version of the
HCP. One commentor asked why dispersal habitat is so important in the HCP.

Services’ Response:

Foraging/dispersal (FD) habitat is an often-cited but seldom-defined component of spotted owl habitat.
FD habitat serves two very important functions. First, it meets some essential biologica needs for food
sources and thermal protection, particularly outside the nesting season by adults and juveniles; second, it
connects areas of higher quality NRF habitat, increasing the effectiveness of small patches and reserve
areas. FD habitat was not intended to "substitute” for NRF habitat but rather augment NRF habitat in the
functions described above (see HCP Section 2.4). FD "corridors' are blocks of habitat linking riparian
networks and upland habitat, not narrow linear bands of habitat surrounded by unsuitable areas. Radio-
tracking of spotted owls in the Planning Area indicates that owls are adept at using landscape el ements
such as patches, riparian management zones, and narrow breaksin habitat to move considerable distances
(see HCP Section 2.10.1.4). The "stepping stones’ concept (i.e., use of 0.5 acre patches of superior FD
or NRF habitat) was proposed by outside reviewers asaway to increase vegetative diversity for dispersal
habitat; it isindicative of the type of landscapes (e.g., Green River) which were subjected to large-scale
wildfires at the turn of the century, and yet, they still support owls because of residua “idands’ of older
forest interspersed in the second growth. Current regulations do not define or encourage the retention or
growth of FD habitat. In fact, current regulations encourage the premature harvest of FD habitat before
it becomes restricted NRF habitat. FD habitat in RHAs is intended to augment owl habitat in Forest
ServiceRiparian Conservation Areas (RCAs), AMA's, and LSR'saswell asthe NRF habitat which would
be maintained on the Applicant’ sownership during the Permit period (see HCP Section 3.2.1.1 and Figure
33). The definition of FD habitat was derived from statistical analysis of forest conditions from nearly
1,000 vegetative plots around spotted owl telemetry locations. Therefore, FD habitat was based on actual
use of this habitat by spotted owls in the Planning Area. Application of the Murray-Pacific dispersal
habitat “model” to the Applicant’s west side Cascades owl habitat was based on similarity of forest
condition between the east and west side of the Planning Area; this definition has also been included in the
proposed State owl rule. The definition of dispersal habitat used by FEMAT was general and lacked any
guantitative measures. Intheir proposed AMA Plan, the Forest Service hasused the*50-11-40" paradigm
for dispersal and linkage habitat which islessrigorousthan the Applicant’ sdefinition because therequired
canopy closure for FD habitat is higher both on the west and east sides of the Cascades (i.e., 70 percent
and 55 percent, respectively). Recent monitoring of harvest treatments meeting FD characteristics have
documented prey densities comparable to NRF habitat; more monitoring of this habitat typeis proposed
in the HCP (Section 5.2.3.) to verify small mammal responses to harvest prescriptions. Canopy “lift” or
space between the canopy and understory shrubs is presumed to be a factor in spotted owl selection of
foraging stands but has never been measured or verified by research. Canopy “lift” hasnot been alimiting
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factor inforest standsin the Planning Areg; it isaccounted for in diameter and rel ative density descriptions
for FD habitat. The term “suitable habitat” for spotted owls is used by the agencies to describe nesting
habitat, but its use was avoided in the HCP to minimize confusion. FD habitat isnot considered “ suitable
nesting habitat” for spotted owls, because it generally does not provide nesting opportunities. However,
it is considered part of the “total” habitat available to spotted owls, especialy to non-nesting adults and
dispersing juveniles. Younger forest stages (e.g., Mature Forest and Dispersal Forest) are considered
spotted owl habitat if they meet both quadratic mean diameter (QMD) and relative density (RD) criteria.
Dispersal habitat isconsidered important in the HCP because it directly addressesthe primary concern for
habitat “ connectivity” in the 1-90 corridor and it isahabitat type which can be economically provided and
maintained on commercial forest lands during the Permit period.

(9) General raptors
Comment Summary:
One individual commented that by reducing old-growth with implementation of the Plan, species such as
raptors would suffer from reduced habitat.

Services’ Response:

The majority of raptor species are included in Lifeforms 11, 12, and 14. These species tend to find
primary nesting habitat in the later forest structural stages and generally forage in a variety of stages.
Most speciesnest in treesusing stick platforms although some use cavitiesin trees (e.g., the smaller owls).
The later structural stages are expected to increase during the Permit period on the Applicant’s lands as
well asin the entire Planning Area (HCP Section 3.2.2) providing suitable habitat to sustain populations
of these species. Green tree and snag retention measuresin the HCP (Section 3.4.4), riparian area (Section
3.3) and spotted owl habitat management (Section 3.2.1.1), and growth and maintenance of later structural
stages on Forest Service lands should provide habitat for cavity-nesting species. Ospreys typically nest
near open water foraging areas. RHASs on the Applicant’s lands along the shores of the large reservoirs
in the Planning Area are expected to provide suitable nest trees. For additional information on specific
raptors, see the Service's responses for Spotted Owl, Eagles, Peregrine Falcon, and Goshawk.

(10) Eagles
Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and one local organization commented that the impacts
to bald eagles are not minimized or adequately addressed by the HCP, that the bald eagle should be
included as a section 10 Permit species, habitat surrounding the large reservoirs in the Planning Area
should beidentified and protected, the effectsof aresort inthe Lower Cle Elum Valley would be significant
on bald eagles, poletimber should not be considered as nesting or roosting habitat for either bald or golden
eagles, and golden eagle impacts were inadequately addressed. Clarification was requested asto why the
development of Bald Eagle Management Plans are a separate process from the HCP.
Services’ Response:
Bald eagles were not included as a section 10 Permit Speciesin the HCP because the Applicant does not
anticipate any “takings.” Protection plans are developed as a separate process from the HCP since rules
and protection guidelines have aready been established by the State and which the Applicant would adhere
to. Should bald eagle nests beidentified on the Applicant’ slands, a site-specific management plan would
be devel oped in conjunction with State and Federal agenciesto specify buffers, area closures, operational
restrictions, and other measures to protect the eagle territory and nest productivity (see Washington
Adminigtrative Code 232-12-292). These management plans would a so be devel oped for any bald eagle
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nest sitesidentified outside of the Planning Area, such asin the Lower Cle Elum Valley. Bad eagle site-
protection plans will not only include nest sites, but associated feeding sites and pilot trees. Winter
concentration areas and communal roost siteswill be protected from disturbances during the season of use.
Impactsto bald and golden eagleswere assessed by evaluating the availability of various structural stages
during the Permit period in appropriate areas and occurrence of the eaglesin the Planning Area. For the
bald eagle, which may be expected to nest along the shores of thelargereservoirsand riversinthe Planning
Area, RHA guidelinesfor fish-bearing waterswould provide treesin a200-foot buffer along these waters
for establishment of nests (see HCP Section 3.3). Once identified, the site-specific management plans
would provide additional protection as appropriate. RHA guidelines would also protect habitat for fish
resources, aprincipal forage base. Analysisof primary habitat for the bald eagle included an assessment
of only dispersal forest through old-growth forest stages to reflect the availability of potential nest trees;
pole timber stages were considered only as secondary habitat (see HCP Section 3.5.2.4). Pole timber
stages wereincluded in the primary habitat analysis for the golden eagle when these stages also contained
substantial rock and talus, reflecting the avail ability of open, foraging habitat bordered by canopied forest.
Nesting and foraging habitat for the gol den eagle would be available during the Permit period, but impacts
are anticipated to be minimal due to the species’ limited range and distribution in the Planning Area.

(11) Peregrine Falcon
Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that theimpactsanalysisfor peregrinefalcons
in the HCP is inadequate, the snag policy of the HCP may not meet the needs of peregrines, pesticide
effects on peregrines and their prey items are not addressed in the HCP, and road construction effects on
peregrines are not addressed. Clarification was requested as to why the development of site-specific
management plans are a separate process from the HCP.
Services’ Response:
Protection plans are developed as a separate process from the HCP since rules and protection guidelines
have aready been established by the State, and which the Applicant would adhereto. The Applicant does
not anticipate any incidenta take of peregrinefalcons. The Applicant will follow protocol surveys before
conducting harvest or road building near likely eryie sites. Should peregrine falcon nests be identified on
the Applicant’ slands, a site-specific management plan would be developed in conjunction with State and
Federal agenciesto specify buffers, area closures, operational restrictions, and other measures to protect
the falcon territory and nest productivity (see Pacific States Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan). Aspart of
this Plan, appropriate snags would be retained in proximity to the nest site to serve as perch sites
surrounding the eyrie. Snags would be available in the landscape from snag and green tree retention
measures developed by the Applicant in discussion with the Services (see HCP Section 3.4.4 and the
Response to Snag Concentrations). Pesticides are not currently used by the Applicant and effects on
peregrine prey items in the Planning Area, though not quantified, are expected to be minima (see HCP
Section 1.2.3.3 for an explanation of the Applicant’s Standard Practices regarding herbicide and pesticide
use). Road construction is typically avoided in cliff, rock, and talus areas due to the steep terrain and
construction difficulty, and therefore is expected to have minimal impacts to nesting areas. Roads would
not be constructed in large open wetlands or adjacent to lakes, reservoirs, or rivers that may be foraging
areas for peregrines.

(12) Goshawks
Comment Summary:
The Y akamaIndian Nation, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project,
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two local organizations, and 12 individuals commented on issues regarding the northern goshawk. Most
comments stated that insufficient protection is provided for goshawks in the HCP, deferral areas are too
small and inadequate, and that impacts to goshawks were underestimated or unknown in the HCP and no
incidental take permit should be granted until additional documentation is provided. Other comments
acknowledged the deferrals and urged that a 30-acre, no-entry area be provided year-round around all
active sites discovered.

Services’ Response:

Protection measures in the HCP for goshawks include harvest deferrals surrounding all known currently
active nest sites on the Applicant’ slandsin the Planning Area.  Habitat management directed toward the
spotted owl would provide nesting and foraging habitat for goshawks, and seasonal restrictions regarding
operations surrounding nest sitesdiscovered in the futurewould also protect agoshawk nest stand and nest
productivity (HCP Section 3.5.2.4). These measuresexceed State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations
regarding goshawks (there are currently no State regulations protecting goshawks) and have been
determined by the Services as appropriate mitigation to addressimpacts to goshawks from the Applicant’s
activities. Goshawks use avariety of structural stagesfor foraging and nesting which would be available
in amounts and distribution during the Permit period so that no adverse impacts to goshawk populations
are expected.

(13) Woodpeckers

Comment Summary:

The Y akamalndian Nation, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and four individual s commented
on issues regarding woodpeckers. These comments included that habitat needs (e.g., snags) for white-
headed and Lewis woodpeckers are not adequately addressed in the HCP, data to base impacts analysis
for these speciesare not provided in the HCP, and differencesin range and habitat use between the species
are not addressed in the habitat analyses. Commentors noted that if adequate habitat is not provided for
woodpeckers, they would go extinct or that by reducing old-growth with implementation of the Plan,
woodpeckers would suffer from reduced habitat. One commentor noted that she had seen hairy
woodpeckers near the West Fork Teanaway River. Comments specific to the pileated woodpecker
suggested that snag retention measuresfor pil eated woodpeckersareinsufficient andimpactsfromthe HCP
were not adequately addressed.

Services’ Response:

Snags for woodpecker use would be available in the landscape based on snag and green tree retention
measures devel oped by the Applicant in discussion with the Servicesand WDFW (see HCP Section 3.4.4
and the Services' response to Snag Concentrations). In response to concerns identified by the Services,
WDFW, and public commentsregarding impactsto wildlife speci es associated with Ponderosa pineforest
types, the Applicant further analyzed forest classesin the Planning Area. Ponderosa pine/Lodgepole pine
(PP-LP) structural stage trends were identified during the Permit period. This data showsthat of the 4.1
percent of the Planning Areain the PP-LP forest class, amounts of later structural stages, except for the
mature forest stage (OG, MOG, DF), increase during the Permit period (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section
3.5.3, Table30b). Adverseimpactsto white-headed and Lewis woodpecker populations are not expected
based on this data, snag retention measures in the HCP, and the species’ range and distribution in the
Planning Area. Additional clarification of harvest methodsin Ponderosa pine stands has been included in
the HCP (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.4.6). Old-growth habitat would not be effectively reduced in
the Planning Area (see HCP Table 30) and should continue to provide a variety of habitat niches for
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different woodpecker species. Differencesin habitat use by several woodpecker species was recognized
by HCP habitat analyses by separating Lifeform 13 into two subgroups based on species’ habitat use and
snag requirements (see HCP Section 3.5.3.13). This was a result of peer review comments of HCP
Technical Reports and discussions within the Services. In addition, consideration of the impacts to
pileated, white-headed, and Lewis woodpeckers were discussed separately for each species by including
them as Speciesof Concern (see HCP Section 3.5.2.4). Analysisof habitat trends during the Permit period
for subgroup 13asuggest that growth of habitat on Federal lands, management for spotted ow! habitat on
the Applicant’s lands in harvest deferrals, RHAS, and snag retention measures would provide adequate
habitat for populations of these species.

(14) Vaux’s swift
Comment Summary:
The WDFW, Y akama Indian Nation, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and two individuals
commented on the Vaux’s swift. Comments included that snags with documented use by this species
should be protected, the HCP provides inadequate habitat analysis, does not provide enough snags, or
impacts are not adequately addressed. Old-growth was noted as being important for this species.
Clarificationwasrequested asto whether dispersal and matureforest should beincluded in suitable habitat,
if theseforest stageswould contain enough large trees, and what percentage of each structural stage (MF,
MOG, OG) comprises available primary habitat.
Services’ Response:
Based on discussions within the Services and WDFW, and in response to public comments, the Applicant
has provided additional habitat protection in the HCP specifically directed toward Vaux’ s swifts, fishers,
and martens. Hollow snags, identified during harvest layout and design, would receive priority for
retention consistent with State worker safety rules. Hollow snags provide nest sitesfor Vaux’ sswiftsand
roosting sites for bats. Adverse impacts to Vaux’s swifts as aresult of the Applicant’s activities would
bemitigated in part by HCP measures directed toward management of habitat for the spotted owl. Harvest
deferrals, maintenance of FD habitat in RHAS, and protection of open wetlands through buffers greater
than current State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations would provide nesting and foraging habitat for
this species. Old-growth habitat would not be effectively reduced in the Planning Area (see HCP Table
30) and should continue to provide a variety of habitat niches for Vaux’'s swifts. Dispersal and mature
forest structural stages contain snagssuitablefor Vaux’ sswiftsto some degree; matureforest wasincluded
in consideration of primary habitat and dispersal forest wasincluded in only secondary habitat analyses.
Management for higher relative densitiesin dispersal forest standswould provide for alarger diversity of
treesin terms of size, age, and species, and tree mortality and snag densities would be more prevalent.
Table 30 in the HCP provides a breakdown of the entire Planning Area, by ownership, in regard to trends
in amounts of forest structural stages during the Permit period. A dight decrease is expected in mature
forest and managed old-growth stages and a dight increase in old-growth for the entire Planning Area.
However, the number and distribution of snags rather than amounts of structura stages may be a more
appropriate indicator of suitable habitat for this species, and as discussed above, are expected to be
available to sustain populations of this species.

(15) Band-tailed pigeon
Comment Summary:

The WDFW recommended that the HCP include provisionsfor protecting mineral springsfor band-tailed
pigeons with a forested buffer when identified in low elevation forests.
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Services’ Response:

In response to discussions with the Services, WDFW, and public comments received, the Applicant has
provided additional protection of seeps and springs, in particular, mineral springs, identified as a Special
Habitat important to band-tailed pigeons (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.4.5). Activitieswithin 200-feet
of minera springs would be coordinated with the Services and designed to retain adequate trees for
perching, and to maintain berry, fruit, and mast-producing shrubsand trees. Inaddition, harvest operations
would be restricted in this habitat, and a buffer retained. The Applicant will take measures to avoid
excessve use of herbicides.

(16) Other bird species
Comment Summary:
Two individuals commented on issues regarding other bird species. One commentor noted that she had
seen blue grouse and varied thrush near the West Fork Teanaway River. Another commentor noted that
by reducing old-growth with implementation of the HCP, numerous songbirds would suffer from reduced
habitat and that 30 percent to 45 percent of west side forest birds use snag cavities as nesting sites.
Services’ Response:
Observations of bird species have been noted. Old-growth habitat would not be effectively reduced in the
Planning Area(see HCP Table 30) and should continue to provide avariety of habitat nichesfor songbirds
that use this forest type. Songbirds is a generic term for an assemblage of bird species that use a wide
variety of habitats. The HCP grouped individual speciesinto Lifeforms based on smilar habitat use or
association with structural stages and analyzed impacts to each Lifeform separately (see HCP Section
3.5.3). Results indicate that habitat would be available to sustain populations of songbirds, although
habitat for some species may decline during the Permit period, particularly for those species associated
with earlier forest structural stages (e.g., Lifeform 6). Songbird species in this group may not be as
impacted as the habitat analysis suggests, possibly dueto the Applicant’s analysis of habitat only within
RHAsfor thisLifeform and the probabl e use of available habitat outside RHASs by these species (see HCP
Section 3.5.3.6 and FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.5.3.6). Bird use of snags in west side forests has been
addressed in the HCP by including measures to retain snags and green trees in harvest units and analysis
of structural stagesand habitat for Special Emphasis Species, Speciesof Concern, and Associated Species.
See a so the response to Snag Concentration.

(17) Neotropical migrants

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest, Y akama Indian Nation, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and
Wilderness Society commented on issues regarding neotropical birds. These commentsincluded that the
HCP should consider the occurrence of nectropical migratory bird speciesintheimpactsanalysisand that
some neotropical bird speciesrequireamore closed canopy dispersal forest than that provided inthe HCP.
Species-specific comments for the little willow flycatcher included that the HCP provides inadequate
habitat analyses by including RHAS but not intermittent streams in the analysis and excluding Plum
Creek’ slow elevation foreststo thewest of the HCP boundary. Inadequate habitat analyseswasal so noted
for the western bluebird since not enough available habitat data regarding the acreage of Ponderosa Pine
forest was provided and lowland areas were excluded from the HCP boundary. Comments on the olive-
sded flycatcher suggested that more clearcutting in mid- to upper-elevations, where fewer fish-bearing
streams occur, would impact this portion of their range. One commentor stated that the habitat model for
the olive-sided flycatcher isincorrect by including pole timber since this stage would not contain adequate
snags due to past harvest practices.
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Services’ Response:

The HCP considered the occurrence of neotropical migrant birds through guilding speciesinto Lifeforms
(see HCP Section 3.5.3), analyzing habitat trends during the Permit period for each Lifeform, and
discussing the impactsto each Lifeform, or some casesindividual species, from the Applicant’ s activities
and how measures in the HCP may mitigate or minimize impacts. Dispersal Forest would be managed to
provideacanopy closureof 70 percent (HCP Section 2.3). Exact species-specific requirementsfor canopy
closure areinconclusive for most species, however, avariety of structural stages providing dense canopy
cover would be available in the Planning Areaiin harvest deferrals, spotted owl NRF habitat, and habitat
on Federa lands. Intermittent streamswere excluded from habitat analysesfor thelittle willow flycatcher
since these areas could not be spatialy analyzed and management of these areas would be variable based
onwatershed analysis prescriptionsand site-specific harvest designs. Habitat analysesfor all specieswere
restricted to the HCP boundaries to assess only impacts from the Applicant’s activities within this area.
In response to concerns identified by the Services and public comments regarding impacts to wildlife
species associated with Ponderosa pine forest types, the Applicant further analyzed forest classes in the
Planning Area. Ponderosa pine/Lodgepole pine (PP-LP) structural stage trendswere identified during the
Permit period (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.5.3, Table 30b). Adverse impacts to western bluebird
populations are not expected based on this data, snag retention measures in the HCP, and the species

range and distribution in the Planning Area. Additional clarification of harvest methodsin Ponderosapine
stands has been included in the HCP (see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.4.6). Foraging and nesting habitat
for olive-sided flycatchers would be available in mid- to upper-elevations on Federal lands (e.g., LSRs,
AMAS, and RCAs) and would occur on the Applicant’s lands in the form of shrub/sapling, young forest,
and poletimber stages. Though olive-sided flycatchers construct aplatform nest typically in live conifers,
they use tall snags as perch sites from which to “sally” and forage. Snag retention measuresin the HCP
are expected to provide adequate snagsin these younger structural stagesto serveasforaging areasfor the
olive-sided flycatcher.

c. Reptiles - turtles

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and one individual commented on issues
regarding turtles. Commentsspecificto thewestern pond turtle recommended that surveysand adjustments
to location, timing, and method of operations within at least 400-meters of inhabited waters be developed
and that the HCP left out potential habitat on Plum Creek lands in eastern King County. The WDFW
suggested avoidance of all take was necessary to adequately address pond turtles, and later, gave
conflicting advice regarding turtles ability to benefit from sun exposure in early seral stages. One
commentor noted that by reducing old-growth with implementation of the Plan, turtles would suffer from
reduced habitat.

Services’ Response:

Noimpact to western pond turtlesis anticipated becausethisspecies, duetoitsaffinity for lower elevations
or coastal wetland ponds or sloughs, is unlikely to occur in the Planning Area. However, habitat for this
species would be maintained and protected by creating RHA's adjacent to fish-bearing waters and
increas ng protection surrounding open water wetlandsabove State Forest PracticesRulesand Regul ations
(see FEIS Appendix 4, Section 3.4.1). Water quality would also be maintained or improved based on
watershed analysis and RHA establishment. Changesin the amount of old-growth in the Planning Area
should not correlate to impacts on turtles because of their principa use of special aguatic habitats. RHAS
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would maintain acanopied forest surrounding these aquatic habitats which would provide shading, course
woody debris, leaf litter, nutrients, and other elements important to turtles. Protection of listed turtle
species outside of the Planning Area by the Applicant would be governed by the ESA and State Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations.

d. Amphibians - frogs and salamanders
Comment Summary:
TheWenatcheeNational Forest, WDFW, Northwest Indian FisheriesCommission, Y akamalndian Nation,
Wilderness Society, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, one local organization, and seven
individuals commented that the HCP does not provide adequate habitat for amphibian species, and that
species such as Cascade frogs, Larch Mountain salamanders, and tailed frogs need more protection. The
Wilderness Society commented that the HCP needs to provide better dispersal habitat for amphibiansand
moreforest protection. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and WDFW commented that use
of ground-based equipment near Type4 and 5 streamswould impact tailed frogs; that tailed and Cascades
frogs use intermittent streams, and that Larch Mountain salamander is inadequately addressed. The
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission suggested that al forest canopy within 100-feet of atalus dope
should be retained to protect Larch Mountain salamanders. Oneindividual suggested that remova of the
forest canopy would exposeamphibiansto UV radiation. Oneindividua commented that old-growthforest
declines predicted in the spotted ow! strategy would reduce salamander and frog habitat. Oneindividual
suggested that a 300-foot, no-cut buffer is needed to protect amphibians.
Services’ Response:
Adverseimpactsto amphibian populationsin the Planning Areaare not predicted for the Cascade frog and
other amphibians based on data compilation and synthesis, habitat modeling, and peer review of the
species/habitat matrix. Impactsto amphibians were discussed asindividual species (HCP Section 3.5.2)
or included in Lifeform analysis (HCP Section 3.5.3). RHA and RLTA design would protect habitat for
amphibians. Amphibian surveys would be conducted over two periods of three to five years each, with
data provided for the second (2001) and fourth (2011) reports which would eva uate the effectiveness of
RHA and RLTA prescriptions (see HCP Section 5.2.2). Results of recent research on amphibian habitat
preferences in the Planning Area suggest that nonbreeding habitat in Type 5 intermittent streams is
characterized by inner gorges, afeature identified and protected in watershed analysis (see a so response
to Ephemeral/Intermittent Streams). Based on discussions with the Services and public comments,
additional clarification regarding wetland protection has been added to the HCP (see FEIS, Appendix 4,
Section 3.4.1). Protection buffers surrounding wetlands, including equipment exclusion areas, would
benefit wetland-dependent species such as amphibians. Additional protection along Type 4 streams has
been added to the HCP to include a 30-foot, ground-based equipment exclusion zone and extension of the
RHAs on the east side of the Cascade crest where bull trout, anadromousfish, or 303(d) listed waters are
aconcern (FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 3.3.3.1). Larch Mountain salamanders are thought to be associated
with talus habitats and have been addressed in the HCP by special management of talus slopes (see HCP
Section 3.4.2). Additiona language has been added to the HCP by the Applicant to focus tree retention
around talus slopesto maintain shading and provide asource of coarse woody debris (see Changesto the
DEIS, Section 2.5.2).

e. Fish

Comment Summary:
TheNorthwest I ndian Fisheries Commission, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, and Tulalip Tribessuggested that
Plum Creek should conduct fish popul ation surveysin each watershed, and that Plum Creek should locate
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and type streamsin the Planning Area, and identify and remove barriersto fish migration. The Defenders
of Wildlifecommented that Plum Creek’ semphasison fish-bearing streamsis appropriate, but they would
liketo seelarger buffers on salmon and other fish-bearing streams, and protection of all tributary streams.
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that the HCP does not provide a high enough
level of protection and certainty for fish. The Yakima Basin Joint Board disagreed that Plum Creek’s
“Limiting Factors Analysis’ adequately documents * cause and effects’ relationships of factors affecting
samonid fish. Comments from 424 preprinted cards and a number of other individuals suggested that
reducing road mileage would protect salmon and trout. Three individuals commented that continued
clearcutting and road buildingwould affect fish. Threeother individual s suggested that Plum Creek should
protect fish runswith wider no-cut zones. Oneindividual felt that the Cle Elum River isimportant to fish
habitat. One individual commented that Plum Creek should protect fish by not alowing activities that
encroach on streams and rivers. One individual suggested that Plum Creek should predict stream flow
requirements for upstream and downstream passage of salmonids. Another individual suggested that the
HCP creates an implicit incentive for loss of fish runs by not specifying what would happen if a fish-
bearing stream no longer had fish. One individual (on a preprinted card) suggested that fisheries should
be maintained on a self-sustaining (wild) basis, if practicable.

Services’ Response:

The effects of the Riparian Management Strategy are detailed in HCP Section 3.3.3.1 and the effects on
fish habitat are outlined in HCP Section 3.3.3.2. The Services believe the 200-foot RHA strategy is
scientifically justified and would providethefull range of riparian functions necessary for maintaining and
protecting aquatic resources. The Applicant has also added 100-foot RHAS on Type 4 streams in
watersheds with anadromous fish or bull trout east of the Cascade crest and prohibited ground-based
equipment within 30-feet of these streams. The effectiveness of RHAS proposed by the Applicant would
be evaluated in watershed analysis and subsequent monitoring and/or review by the Services (Sections
3.3.5and5.1.6). Allowing some harvestin RHAswould actually accel erate restoration by increasing the
growth of riparian trees. Riparian areas within 200-feet of fish-bearing streams have already been
identified as sensitive and only limited road construction and no even-aged harvesting would be alowed
within these areas. The proposed stream protection guidelines would apply to the Cle Elum River. The
HCP does not promote or create an incentive to reduce the distribution of fish. On the contrary, the
Services anticipate an increasein fish distribution as road improvements, including repair of culverts that
block passage, and habitat conditionsimprovewith theimplementation of the HCP. Forestry typically has
little effect oninstream flows and if anything increasesthose flows. Minimum instream flow requirements
are more applicable for landowners that withdraw water from streams. The HCP through watershed
analysis would address areas where excessive sedimentation of streams could reduce the amount of
instream surface water flow. The Limiting Factors Analysis was not meant to document all cause and
effect relationshipsin detail. The document generally describes some of the more obvious and prevalent
factors that have affected salmonids regionaly and within the Planning Area. The Applicant has
committed to fish population surveys as described in Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6. In addition, the Applicant
would verify the presence or absence of fish in suitable small streams (i.e., Type 4 streams near the
confluence of Type 3 streams). The Services believe riparian and aquatic habitats provided under the
Proposed Plan will be substantially better than under the No-Action Alternative and, therefore, the
associated fish specieswill benefit aswell. Activities by the Applicant in the Proposed Plan would allow
fisheries to be maintained on a self-sustaining basis.
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(1) Anadromous salmonids - general

Comment Summary:

The WDFW and oneindividual commented that the effects of the riparian strategy on anadromous salmon
and steelhead trout was not adequately quantified in the HCP. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe suggested
that the HCP should clarify salmonid productivity number in the Green River (HCP Section 2.12) and note
that the 107 miles of anadromous habitat available was estimated from the WRIA. The Puyallup Tribe
of Indians recommended that instream flow estimates, that maximize habitat for wild salmonids should be
established for all streamsinthePlanning Area. The Defendersof Wildlife, North Cascades Conservation
Council, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Northwest Ecosystem alliance, one local
organi zation, and 10 individualscommented that the HCP should incorporate larger, no-cut bufferssimilar
to the 300-foot, no-cut buffers on Federal lands, to protect salmon streams. Two local organizations and
24 individual s commented that the HCP must reduce road mileagein the Planning Areato protect salmonid
habitat. Onelocal organization and seven individuals commented that road construction and clearcutting
would need to be reduced to prevent negative impacts on salmon habitat. Four individualscommented that
maintaining old-growth forests in roadless areas is the only proven safeguard for continued health of
salimon. One individual suggested the HCP underestimated the harm that the Plan would do salmon
habitat. Another individua commented that the HCP needs to ensure consistent protection of habitat
throughout the watershed to protect upstream and downstream salmon habitat.

Services’ Response:

The effects of the Riparian Management Strategy are detailed in HCP Section 3.3.3.1 and the effects on
fish habitat are outlined in HCP Section 3.3.3.2. The Services believe the 200-foot RHA strategy is
scientifically justified and would provide all the important habitat el ements necessary for maintaining and
protecting aquatic resources. Reduction of sediment into streamsfrom roads has been and would continue
to be a primary objective of the Applicant’s watershed and forest management activities. Rather than
simply reducing road mileage blindly, the HCP would be used as atool to identify the most difficult road-
related problems in the watersheds and allow the Applicant to employ a number of strategies to address
theroads. In many cases, thiswould trand ate into abandonment and closure of some roads and an overall
reduction in road mileage (Sections 1.2.3.4 and 3.6.9). Use of silvicultura techniques within the RHAS
would also help speed the recovery of many riparian and aquatic habitat areas, at least in part by
encouraging growth of largeconifers. Watershed analysiswould helptoidentify sensitiveareaswhereroad
construction and even-age harvesting have the potential to cause negative impacts on aquatic habitat.
Riparian areas within 200 feet of fish-bearing streams have already been identified as sensitive and only
limited road construction and no even-age harvesting would be alowed within these areas. The Services
believe that the HCP is a safeguard for the continued health of salmon by employing the latest scientific
information and an adaptive management strategy that includes monitoring to ensure that the HCP
guidelines are effective. The Services believe the riparian prescriptions associated with this HCP in
addition to the Federal land management strategy of riparian reserves on Forest Service land would
combine as an effective habitat base for anadromous and resident fish. The Servicesalso believethe HCP
would help to improve salmon and resident fish habitat in both the short- and long-term. The Applicant
has added 100-foot RHASs on Type 4 streams in watersheds with anadromous fish or bull trout east of the
Cascade crest and prohibited ground-based equipment within 30 feet of these streams. The Applicant’s
protection of perennial, nonfish-bearing streams (Type 4) and use of watershed analysis to identify
sengitive areas on hillslopesthat feed into dl streamsis evidence of consistent protection of upstream and
downstream salmon and resident fish habitat. The 107 miles of anadromous habitat is estimated from the
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Washington Rivers Information System managed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife. Forestry
typically has little effect on minimum instream flows and if anything increases those flows. Minimum
instream flow requirements are more applicable for landowners that withdraw water from streams. The
HCP through watershed analysis would address areas where excessive sedimentation of streams could
reduce the amount of instream surface water flow.

(2) Anadromous salmonids - steelhead
Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project noted that the effects of roads and yarding corridors are
not quantified in the HCP, older forest stands would be needed for stream shading and course woody
debris input, and with road construction and logging in unroaded areas, there may be a net decrease in
overall stream habitat quality..

Services’ Response:
SeetheResponsesfor Fish, Anadromous salmonids- general, Stream Shading, and L arge \Woody Debris.

(3) Anadromous salmonids - coho
Comment Summary:
One individual commented that intermittent streams need protection because coho fingerlings use off-
channel areas during high flow months, when mainstem velocities are greater than the fish can withstand.

Services’ Response:

Intermittent streams that coho fingerlings would use during high flows typically occur on the floodplain
areas of larger streams. These floodplain areas would have minimum 200-foot Riparian Habitat Areas
(RHAS). Upon completion of watershed analysis, these streams may require wider riparian zones,
depending on the valley morphology, flooding frequency, and ability of the channel to migrate.

(4) Anadromous salmonids - chinook
Comment Summary:
The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe commented that contrary to the mapping depicted in HCP Figure 28, spring
chinook historically spawned in the upper Green River watershed.

Services’ Response:

Figure 28 has only current native stock distribution mapped. According to Grette and Salo (1986), it is
unknown whether spring chinook historically utilized the upper Green River watershed, although it is
likely.

(50 Anadromous salmonids - chum
Comment Summary:
Oneindividual commented that intermittent streams need protection because chum salmon actually usethe
stream flood bank overflow area as a spawning ground.

Services’ Response:
No chum salmon currently exist or historically existed within the Planning Area. Areas that have the
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potential for overbank flooding would haveretention of riparian vegetation. Intermittent streamsthat enter
into these floodplain areas would also have this same protection.

(6) Anadromous salmonids - freshwater issues

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and Puyallup Tribe of Indians suggest that |and management
impacts and logging, roading, and changes in channel morphology contributed to fish stock declines
between 1941 and 1980. Oneindividual commented that past practices, such aslogging close to stream
beds has caused the salmon to become an endangered species. One individual commented that if logging
had been done with protection of fish habitat the last 100 years, there would be no salmon crisis today.

Services’ Response:

The Services agree that timber harvesting and road building contributed to fish habitat degradation, but
within the Planning Area these effects are minor compared to the loss of habitat due to human influence
prior to 1940. The greatest impacts during the pre-1940 period were from dams on the mainstem Y akima
and Green Rivers, water diversions that blocked fish passage on most of the main tributaries, and
commercial harvest of fish. Timber harvesting isonefactor of many that have diminished the quantity and
quality of fish habitat. Other factors include water withdrawals, agriculture, and urbanization. It is
simplistic to think that forest practices are the sole cause of the present salmon crisis. In addition to the
factorslisted that have impacted fish habitat, the three major factors that led to the current salmon crisis
are dams that prevented salmon from accessing hundreds of stream miles; over-harvest of fish by
commercia and sports fishermen; and dependence on hatcheries to supplement declining stocks of fish.

(7) Resident salmonids - bull trout

Comment Summary:

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe suggested that bull trout surveys should be conducted at night. The
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and seven individuals commented that the HCP should include
300-foot, no-cut buffers for fish-bearing streams and 150-foot buffers for nonfish-bearing streams. The
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance suggested that there is insufficient habitat in the Planning Area for bull
trout, and the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project was concerned about what Plum Creek would
doif bull trout werefound in the Green River. Onelocal group and eight individuals commented that more
protection from clearcutting and road construction is needed in roadless and old-growth areas to protect
bull trout habitat. One loca group and one individual commented that a full assessment is needed to
address the bull trout survival question.

Services’ Response:

The effects of the Riparian Management Strategy are detailed in HCP Section 3.3.3.1 and the effects on
fish habitat are outlined in HCP Section 3.3.3.2. The Services believe the 200-foot RHA strategy is
scientifically justified and would provide al the important habitat elements necessary for protecting bull
trout. Watersheds with bull trout receive 100-foot RHASs and the Applicant has added a prohibition on
ground-based equipment within 30-feet of these streams. The effectiveness of RHAS proposed by the
Applicant would be evaluated in watershed analysis and subsequent monitoring and/or review by the
Services (Sections 3.3.5 and 5.1.6). The Applicant has conducted numerous surveys for bull trout and
has included monitoring elements specifically directed at bull trout (Section 5.1.6). The HCP protects
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aquatic habitat throughout the entire Planning Area, so finding bull trout in the Green River would not
affect itsimplementation. Any bull trout popul ation surveyswould utilize night snorkeling techniques, but
for presence/absence work, daytime snorkeling and electrofishing are considered adequate for this HCP.
The Services note that the presence or absence of bull trout has only minimal implications under the
Proposed Plan as it would be implemented on this landscape.

(8) Resident fish - other

Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and aloca organization commented that the HCP does
not discuss nonsalmonid resident fish species.

Services’ Response:

The HCP document does mention a number of resident fish including bull trout, mountain whitefish,
rainbow, sculpin, cutthroat, brook, lake, and brown trout (Sections 2.13, 2.10.5.2; 3.2.2.1). Discussion
of resident and non-salmonid fish such as sculpin is limited because typicaly less information exists on
their distribution, life histories, and specific habitat requirements. A primary assumption of the Riparian
Management Strategy proposed by the Applicant is that by addressing the biological needs of the most
sengitive fish species (e.g., saimon and bull trout), the needs of other fish species in the Planning Area
would be met. This strategy provides equally strong protection for all species because of the emphasis on
maintaining natural habitat conditions throughout the fish-bearing stream network (Section 3.3.3.2). The
Services note that readers interested in seeing such alist could consult the SPAMA Plan DEIS (1995).

f. Invertebrates - mollusks

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and one individua
commented on invertebrate wildlife issues. Comments included that the HCP should address the indirect
effectsof the Proposed Action on late-successional associated invertebrate speciessuch asmollusks, asked
if the HCP adequately protects invertebrates and their habitat, and stated that the myriad of invertebrates
are the result of the large food base and diverse habitats provided by awell-aged forest.

Services’ Response:

This HCP addresses only vertebrate species. Measures in the HCP that protect riparian areas and
wetlands, provide habitat for the spotted owl, protect Special Habitats (e.g., caves, talus slopes, greentree
and snag retention), and harvest deferrals would provide habitats suitable for a variety of invertebrate
species. Thebiological opinion conducted under section 7 of the ESA regarding the Northwest Forest Plan
assumed a worst-case scenario for the intermingled and adjacent nonfederal lands. It was assumed that
those lands would be heavily harvested; however, harvest protections in place for owls would not be
completely alleviated. The viability assessments referred to in the comment (FEMAT and SAT) made
similar assumptionsin their viability analyses. The Recovery Plan and the proposed 4(d) Special Rulefor
spotted owlsdiscussed goalsfor privatelandsin this particul ar landscape whichinclude both dispersal and
demographic support. The Preferred Alternative provides for both of those functions, other aternatives
may or may not. Differencesin the alternatives as they pertain to invertebrates are few and minor. An
analysis has been appended in Section 4.7.4. Mollusks are addressed through water quality and riparian
habitat. The largest threat for mollusksis likely water diversion, which is not part of this action.
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g. Other categories
(1) Detritivore community

Comment Summary:

Oneindividual commented that the detritivore community needs well-aged forestsfor survival and that
clearcutting causes the loss of soil nutrients and organic matter which resultsin the loss of soil floraand
fauna.

Services’ Response:

The Applicant’s harvest methods, snag and green tree retention measures, and adoption of State Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations would maintain elements that enhance the protection of detritivore
communities in harvest units. Specifically, the Applicant’s use of shelterwood, overstory removal, and
selective harvesting would maintain canopy cover that would provide shade and other microclimatic
conditions needed by detritivores (see HCP Section 1.2.3.1). RHAs, RLTAS, and snag and green tree
retention measures would al so provide source populationsfor dispersal of these species. The Applicant’s
timber-falling contractors are required to refrain from causing soil erosion or degradation of side dopes
and watershed anaysis would aso provide prescriptions to prevent soil erosion in senstive aress.
Concerns that clearcutting and slash burning impact nutrient cycling is not consistent with research that
has documented a flush of soil nutrients immediately following timber harvest and opening of the forest
canopy (e.g., the Asart Effect).

(2) Low-mobility species

Comment Summary:

Oneindividual commented that conversion of diverse native forests to managed younger forests under
theHCPwould create severedifficultiesfor non-vagile speciesthat areal ready seeing habitat disruptions
due to development, logging roads, and the interstate highway.

Services’ Response:

Measuresinthe HCPthat protect Special Habitats (e.g., riparian zones, wetlands, caves, talus slopes) and
maintain spotted owl habitat would protect avariety of habitatsinhabited by low-mobility species. These
measures would avoid or minimize impacts to these species at those sites. 1n some cases, local impacts
maly occur based on landscape conditions, however, popul ations are expected to persist acrossthe Planning
Areadueto management of Federal landsand habitat protection onthe Applicant’ slands. The old-growth
stage changes little in amount so most would remain asrefugia. See also the Responses for Patch Size
and Connectivity.

(3) Listed species

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance and three individua's (one comment on a preprinted card) commented
on issues related to federally listed species. Comments included that the HCP does not provide adequate
protection for threatened and endangered species and urged protection of productive nest sites of listed and
candidate species.
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Services’ Response:

Measuresin the HCP to protect threstened and endangered species must be determined by the Servicesto
result in no jeopardy to populations of these species. This would be based on review of the HCP and
analysisof likely impactsto listed speciesfrom the Applicant’ sactivitiesby Services biologists. TheHCP
does afford nest site protection for specific listed and candidate species: (1) spotted owl deferrals for 20
years surrounding 30 selected productive nest sites, (2) goshawk deferrals for 20 or more years
surrounding five identified nest sites; (3) bald eagle and peregrine falcon nest sites management plans
should these species be documented; and (4) marbled murrelet and gray wolf breeding sites.

(4) Species of concern

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and one individual commented
on general issues regarding “ Species of Concern.” Comments included that there is a gap in habitat
protection for speciesin pine and pine/fir forests; exclusion of low elevation Plum Creek landslimits or
avoids a discussion of management impacts on habitat for key species; analysis and protection is
inadequate; especially for speciesthat require large snags and trees; urged that no more clearcutting take
place in designated areas known to have protected species; and surveys should be conducted to confirm
the occurrence and abundance of speciesin the “ Special Emphasis’ group.

Services’ Response:

Based on discussionswithin the Services, with the WDFW, and public comments, additional analysisand
data hasbeen included in the HCP which describestrendsin Ponderosa pine/L odgepol e pine (PP-L P) forest
structural stages through the Permit period (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 3.5.3, Table 30b). Results of
the analyses suggest that of the 4.1 percent of the Planning Areain the PP-LP forest class, the acreage of
later structural stages, except for the Mature Forest stage, would increase during the Permit period
benefiting species associated with |l ater stages (see Responsesto Woodpeckers and Neotropical Migrants).
Measures in the HCP to provide large snags and trees for Species of Concern and emphasis on retention
of hollow snagsfor Vaux’ sswifts, woodpecker species, and flammulated owls have been deemed adequate
by the Services for inclusion of these speciesin the Unlisted Species Agreement (see HCP Section 3.4.4
and FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 3.4.4). Protection of listed species outside of the Planning Area by the
Applicant would be governed by the ESA and State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations.

(5) Aquatic organisms
Comment Summary:
The WDFW commented that the HCP may not provide for the needs of all riparian and wetland species
by relying solely on watershed analysis to devise protection schemes. The Yakama Indian Nation
guestioned whether the HCP provides enough protection to maintain and recover aquatic species.

Services’ Response:

Watershed analysisisnot used in the HCP by the Applicant to addressthe needs of all riparian and wetland
species. The focus of the State watershed analysis process is on fish and water quality. Watershed
analysis, however, would benefit other aguatic organisms indirectly through resultant measures that
maintain or restore water quality, protect inner gorges and other sensitive areas from mass-wasting and
soil erosion, and prescribe buffer trestments. The needs of riparian and wetland-associated species have
been provided for in the HCP by the Applicant through the Riparian Management Strategy (HCP Section
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3.3). Based on discussions within the Services, with the WDFW, and public comments, additional
clarification regarding wetland protection has been added to the HCP (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section
3.4.1). Protection buffersand equipment exclusion zones surrounding wetlandsand Type 4 streesmswould
benefit wetland-dependent species such as amphibians (see responses to Wetlands, Amphibians,
Ephemeral/Intermittent Streams).

(6) Aquatic invertebrates
Comment Summary:
The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and one individual commented on issues regarding aquatic invertebrates.
One commentor requested clarification if the HCP includes aquatic invertebrates in its scope (for fish
survival) and one commentor suggested that aguatic invertebrate sampling be done during winter for
enhanced detection of changesin community composition and that an experienced entomol ogist review the
sampling design.

Services’ Response:

A primary assumption of the Applicant’s Riparian Management Strategy (HCP Section 3.3) is that by
addressing the biological needs of the most sensitive fish species (e.g., salmon and bull trout), the needs
of other aguatic species in the Planning Area would be met. This strategy provides equally strong
protection for all species of fish because of the emphasis on maintaining natural habitat conditions
throughout the fish-bearing stream network (Section 3.3.3.2). The Applicant’s monitoring design was
reviewed by an aguatic entomologist and the Applicant would continue to consult experts as sampling
designs are refined.

(7) Terrestrial organisms
Comment Summary:
The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project noted that no individual maps for any of the species
included in the HCP were provided and suggested that documents be included providing the ranges and
location of habitats.

Services’ Response:

Mapsdisplaying thedistribution of terrestrial organismsinthe Planning Areawerenot reliableor available
for inclusion in the HCP. To compensate, the Applicant took three actions: (1) biologists and other
individualsfamiliar with the Planning Areawere consulted to provide site specific information and review
thelist of species known or suspected to reside in the Planning Area; (2) primary and secondary habitats
were assigned to these species, based on studies and research conducted elsewhere, or verified from
observations in the Planning Area (HCP Section 2.10.7). (In other words, if the Applicant had outside
evidence or observations of habitat use by these species, they were assumed to use the same habitatsin the
Planning Area); and (3) only specific types of habitats were mapped and modeled as supporting these
speciesin the Planning Area (see HCP Section 3.5.3). By assigning a“search area’ for these species (see
HCP Table 15), habitat assessmentswerefocused around habitat preferenceswithout depending on actual
locations of animals to dictate retention.

h. Guilding
Comment Summary:
The WDFW, Y akama Indian Nation, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project, Wilderness Society, Washington Environmental Council, five local organizations
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(onewith a petition signed by 82 signitures), and 16 individuals commented that lumping all wildlifeinto
guilds (Lifeforms) ignores the variation among wildlife species, and the HCP should include species
specificinformation. TheWilderness Society suggested that the DEIS|acks spatial analysisof the species
covered in the HCP. The WDFW questioned how Plum Creek addressed uncertainty or conflicting
opinions regarding Lifeform habitat needs and further stated that to be an effective tool in forest
management, Lifeforms should be comprised of speciesthat respond similarly to predominant changesin
landscapes. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission felt that the Lifeform analysis used questionable
assumptions about habitat requirements and late-seral characteristics. The Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project also stated that different speciesuse different forest types and have different ranges.
One local organization suggested that the HCP does not give afull scientific analysis of forest types and
ignores individual wildlife species. Another commentor felt that the Lifeform concept can result in
grouping speciesinappropriately. Oneindividual commented that the Lifeform analysis used in the HCP
was “bizarre.” Another individual questioned the use of the term “guild” over “species assemblages.”

Services’ Response:

Although guilding is a standard practice used to assess and manage wildlife species with common habitat
preferences, the Applicant recognized that the technique has in the past been overly generalized,
particularly for diverse groups, and may not identify specific el ements of the forest used by agiven species
asitsprimary habitat. Also, guilding may group specieswith habitat affinitiesthat differ fromthemajority
of the group. Because of this, and based on peer review comments, the Applicant refined the Lifeform
approach to habitat analysisin several ways, as described in the EIS, Section 2.2.4.2 and HCP, Section
3.2.2. These changes included “splitting” some groups into subgroups to refine habitat preferences,
assignment of primary and secondary habitat preferences with less emphasis given to secondary habitats,
“delayed implementation” of someforest structure stages as habitat until the Applicant was confident that
New Forestry practiceswere retaining the necessary structural components (e.g., snags), and constraining
the GIS scanning area to assessing habitat conditions to fit specific biological requirements. Spatial
analysis was not possible for some species because of incomplete knowledge of present occurrence, and
reluctance to assume that present occurrence would remain “static” for 50 years. This concern was
addressed by mapping and modeling all logical habitats the species could potentially occur in during the
Permit period. Thesehabitatsare spatially displayed in HCP Figures 46 through 48. If opinionsregarding
habitat preferences were mixed, forest stand structure classes in question were relegated to secondary
habitat or deleted entirely. In response to commentor concerns, more detail on structural classes within
forest cover classes (e.g., Stand Initiation within Douglas-fir/hemlock) has been included (Table 30b).
Individual wildlife Special Emphasis Species and Species of Concern were discussed in detail in HCP
Section 3.5.2. which further reduced the potential for these species to be “lost” in Lifeform guilds.
Assumptions on Lifeform habitat requirements and late-seral characteristics were based on published
sources and expert opinion of local biologists. These assumptions would be evaluated with projects
proposed under the monitoring program (HCP Section 5.2). The apparent “bizarreness’ of Lifeform
groupings is afunction of similar habitat preferences by diverse organisms, a major tenet of ecosystem
analysis. The examplein question (Lifeform 4) which combines peregrine falcons and mountain goatsis
a common assemblage which has been used in previous wildlife compendia, and is based on observations
of these speciesin similar habitats (e.g., rocks and talus). Peregrine falcons are discussed in more detail
in HCP Section 3.5.2.4. The terms “guild” and “species assemblage” can be used interchangesbly.
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i. Habitat Associations

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest suggested that habitat associations should be consistent with those used
inthe Northwest Forest Plan. The WDFW suggested that four additional habitats should be added to the
HCP, including talus slopes, caves, mineral springs, and large, hollow snags. The'Y akama Indian Nation
felt that the habitat association analyses in the HCP were inaccurate, especially for late-successiona
species. The Wilderness Society suggested that there isaneed to look at habitat associations from more
of a landscape ecology perspective. The Serra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and a local
organization commented that the HCP needs to split out habitat associations on Forest Service land and
those on Plum Creek’ sland and that thereis no basisto assumethat all speciesin Lifeformswould utilize
secondary habitatsto asignificant degree. The Washington Environmental Council felt that many habitat
associations were not considered in the HCP. Two individuals suggested that the indiscriminate value of
secondary habitat being one-half as important as primary habitat is insensitive to differences between
habitat specialists and habitat generalists. Two other individuals were concerned that the HCP does not
consider that a species on the western side of the Cascades may use avastly different kind of habitat than
the same speciesin the dry parts of the east side.

Services’ Response:

Incorporation of landscape ecology “principles’ (which were not specified but are assumed to be el ements,
such aslarge patch size and connectivity) was not possible dueto the“ coarse-filter” nature of theanalysis.
Specificson harvest unit layout and timing were not possible for multiple ownershipsin the Planning Area
and the extended time frame (50 or 100 years) for the analysis. These concerns were addressed by
devel oping management units that represented reasonable ranges of patch sizes (see HCP Sections 2.6.2
and 2.6.3) and making reasonable assumptions about future harvest actions on Federal and nonfederal
lands (see HCP Section 2.6.5). The analysis would not have been possible or considered compatible if
different habitat associations had to be assumed for Forest Service and Applicant lands. Habitat
associations were selected based on advice from local biologists and previous wildlife compendia.
Concernsfor additional habitats such as talus slopes and caves were addressed as Special Habitats (HCP
Section 3.4). “Late successional species’ are generally assumed to exist in forests with a substantial
existing complement of snags, downed logs, large diameter trees, and canopy closure; the structural
characteristicsgenerally achieved in Mature, Managed Old-Growth, and Ol d-Growth Forestsasdescribed
in the HCP (Section 2.3). Additionally, the Applicant’s experience in spotted owl surveys and “New
Forestry” experiments indicate that L ate successiona species’ are found in these experimental harvest
units and in forests supporting spotted owlsthat are not “late successiona” from a stand-age perspective.
The Servicesrecognizethat the wei ghting of secondary habitat asonly one-half that of primary habitat was
arbitrary but reasonable after discussion with peer reviewers. Many species of concern that are “ habitat
specidists’ such as pileated woodpeckers were included and analyzed separately in the HCP (Section
3.5.2). Toaddressconcernsthat some species occurring ubiquitously inthe Planning Areamay infact use
different habitats on the east and west side of the Cascade crest, the analysis tended to focus on habitat
components that must be in place regardliess of geographic location, such as snags, wetlands, and talus
slopes (HCP Section 3.5). When known, other sensitive species that are geographically restricted in the
Planning Area (e.g., White-headed woodpeckers) were also noted and discussed separately (HCP Section
3.5.2).
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2. Exotic Animals

Comment Summary:

The National Audubon Society requested additional analysis of the HCP in terms of invasions by exotic
species. The Washington Environmental Council and Washington Native Plant Society commented that
road building and harvesting from planned logging in the HCP provides routes for invasion by noxious
weeds and invasive early successiona animals.

Services’ Response:
See Response to Exotic Species.

E. Species Interrelationships and Larger Ecosystem

Comment Summary:

Oneindividua commented that increasing the rate of logging would destabilize ecosystems at a greater
rate; two State representatives supported the ecosystem-based approach of the HCP; and the Washington
Forest Protection Association supported the multiple species and large landscape approach of the HCP.
Comments on two preprinted cards urged consideration of a healthy ecosystem and site-specific
management to maintain sustainability. Oneindividua sited numerous examples of complex interactions
and the need to preserve these functions.

Services’ Response:

Concernsregarding "destabilization" of ecosystemsdueto increasing harvesting ratesin the Planning Area
is not supported by data or assumptions used in the HCP. With the implementation of the Northwest
Forest Plan on Federal ownership, additional State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations governing
clearcut size and rate on State/private land, and implementation of the HCP on the Applicant’s land, the
"rate" of harvest activity in the Planning Area would be less than in recent decades. Assumptions for
annual harvest on Federa lands in the Planning Area are described in HCP Section 2.6.5. A healthy
ecosystem and sustainability of resources are goals of this HCP.

V. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest, the Y akama Indian Nation, four Members of the State L egislature, the
Washington Forest Protection Association (WFPA), the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, the
SierraClub of California, three local organizations, and ten individuals (including five preprinted cards),
commented on various aspects of the Alternatives and their relationship to the Human Environment.
Topical comments focused on employment and economic analysis, sociological and cultura resources
issues, and analysis of effects on recreational opportunities in the region of the Planning Area. Some
reviewers characterized the presentation of effects as inadequate while others merely asked that these
resources receive higher levels of protection. Finaly, one reviewer rebuffed the Services for the entire
treatment of issues related to the Human Environment for being “typically deficient” for not taking into
account auniverse of larger values at stakein the entire controversy surrounding resource usage and global
human population expansion.
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Services’ Response:

Thereview developed in the DEI'S needs to serve two purposes to comply with the spirit of NEPA. First,
it should disclose the expected effects of the Proposed Action to the interested public. Second, it should
provide the decision-making individual with enough information to make a sound decision based on the
values expressed in NEPA.

The Servicesand the Applicant conducted extensiveinternal and external scoping to develop thoseresource
issues that should be analyzed to meet each of the two purposes stated above. Following scoping, the
Services reviewed the effects to a variety of resources that were raised in both internal and external
scoping. Incompliancewith standardsestablished in NEPA and itsimplementing regulations, the Services
analyzed the effects of proceeding under aNo-Action and three Action Alternatives. Theanaysisof these
effects was conducted equally, with no Alternative receiving a higher level of attention than any other.

Theinitia threshold for review was whether a negative increment of effect would occur to the resource,
based on acomparison of the effects under the No-Action Alternative and each of the Action Alternatives.
Thus, as an initial matter, the Services viewed the differences in the activities proposed under the No-
Action Alternative and each of the Action Alternatives.

Presently, teh Services note that the Applicant will be engaged in the activity of timber management under
all of the alternatives. However, under the Proposed Action (i.e., HCP), and to differing degrees in the
other Action Alternatives, the activities will be carried out with a greater level of regulatory certainty
allowing for both ahigher degree of planning and theimplementation of apackage of prescriptiveactivities
designed to mitigate for anticipated adverse effects. The information developed by this review and
presented in the DEIS fully discloses the expected effects and should be perfectly adequate to alow the
decision maker to analyze the Proposed Action of issuing a permit.

A. Socioeconomic Issues

Comment Summary:

Generaly, comments from four Members of the State L egidature and the WFPA were supportive of the
effortsinvolvedin devel oping and implementing an HCP, viewing theregulatory certainty it might provide
as beneficia to local economies. Other individuals criticized the economic analysis for focusing on
employment rather than on other economic values. Oneindividual commented that fishing related jobs are
as valuable as loggers jobs. One individual urged a halt to exporting raw logs. The Sierra Club of
Cdliforniacriticized the riparian protection and asked how California timber companies can be expected
to provide adequate watercourse protection if competing companiesin neighboring States are not required
to do so. One individua remarked that timber industry careers will continue to decline regardless of
whether harvest rates are dowed to a sustainable rate or not. Finaly, one individua complained of
generdly insufficient analysis while another more specifically criticized the lack of discussion of impacts
to downstream economies.

Services’ Response:

The Services analysis of effects under the alternatives was driven largely by information derived through
internal and external scoping. The EIS Scoping Report was attached to the DEIS. Other than concern
rai sed regarding the effect of implementing an HCP on local employment, external scoping did not generate
much direction for the scope of thisanalysis. Asaresult, the Servicesexamined previoussimilar proposals
and the analyses that accompanied those environmental documents as precedentsfor thisElS. Given how
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thisissue is being handled for similar proposals in other regions of the country, the Services believe the
Economic Analysis presented in the DEIS meets or exceeds the adequacy provided in those precedents.

The Services also note that 40 CFR 1508.14 states that "[w]hen an environmental impact statement is
prepared and economic or socia and natural or physical environmental effects are interrelated, then the
environmental impact statement will discussall of these effects on the human environment” The Services
are not obligated to analyze every economic or social issue associated with forest management in thisEIS;
only thoseinterrelated to the reasonably foreseeabl e environmental impacts associated with issuance of the
Permit. Asnoted in the DEIS, economic activity, employment, and social issues are affected by a great
number of variables most of which are unrelated to the environmental impacts associated with
implementing the proposed HCP. Considering the number of variables affecting these issues, it is not
possible to discern with any quantitative accuracy what effect (if any) the environmental effects of
implementing the HCP might have upon measures of economic activity or changing social conditions. The
Services note the link between healthy riparian systems and the economy of the fishing industry.
Because of thepotentia for such " downstream” impacts, the Serviceshave placed considerableemphasis
on riparian protection in this Proposed Plan. Regarding the export of raw logs, the Services believe that
€conomics can, in many ways, be as complicated as biology. Economics of natural resources can be
doubly complicated; often an action has an unexpected result. The Services do not pretend to understand
this dynamic, nor seek to manipulate the economic system. The Services note that the Applicant markets
its products both domestically and abroad. The financial health of the Applicant is directly linked to its
ability to minimize and mitigate impacts. Reasonable profits on its investments allow the Applicant to
conduct its New Forestry experiments, retain additional trees in harvest units, and strive for longer
rotations. These are the actions with which the Services are primarily concerned. The Services also note
that regiona differences exist between California and Washington in climate, tree species, and growth,
State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations, and other such factors. Rather than allocate fairness, the
Services have focused on addressing the needed riparian protections.

B. Recreation

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest suggested that the analysisinclude the indirect effect of timber harvest on
recreation occurring on adjacent National Forest land. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project
stated the review was inadequate. The Northwest Motorcycle Association urged protection for trails,
including buffers, trail maintenance, construction of bypasses, and trail signing. They further stated that
they support roadless areas, conversion of decommissioned roads into trails, and a requirement for the
Applicant to provide trails connecting with those trails on adjacent properties. They indicated a number
of omissionsin the description of the affected environment and the cumulative impacts. The Washington
Trails Association emphasized theimportance of wildlifeencountersfor recreational users. Oneindividual
discussed the importance of trail buffering while another criticized the lack of discussion of downstream
impacts upon recreational use. One individual supported recreational use of the forest where compatible
and another said recreational opportunities should be considered when the management of this unique and
senditive area is planned. Two individuals suggested decreased usage by off-road vehicles. Most
commentors expressed concern for the degradation of recreational experiencesasaresult of implementing
the Proposed Action. Othersthought the analysiswasinadequate. One writer proposed that the Services
not view recreational opportunitiesasa“ panacea’ for foregonetimber harvestsand that recreationisrather
a“major negative environmental impact.”
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Services’ Response:

Analysisof effectsto these resources are reviewed in Section 4.12 (pages 4-85 through 4-90) of the DEIS.
The Proposed Plan and each of the Action Alternatives propose varying degrees of riparian areaprotection,
uneven-aged forest management, upland harvest deferral, and road closure, all of which directly or
indirectly enhance habitat. In turn, these may enhance some aspects of recreationa experiences while
diminishing others. Infact, based on areview of the variety of comments received concerning these uses,
the Servicesbelievethat recreational opportunitiesfor some may degrade the experiencesof others. Inthis
regard, the Services have been called on to review aproposed Habitat Conservation Plan, and those values
have received the most attention. The Services do not purport to pass judgment on the variety of
recreational proposals engendered in public comment. Regarding the omissions, the Services have made
the appropriate changesin Sections 3.11 and 4.12.

C. Cultural Resources

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, one ather local organization, and
oneindividual raised concernsabout the adequacy of analysis. TheY akamalndian Nation pointed out that
the DEIS Executive Summary incorrectly states an assumption relating reduced effects to presently
unknown resources through protection of riparian areas (DEIS; page S-31). The Checkerboard Project
asserted the analysis was inadequate. The local group asserted that omissions in the DEIS s analysis of
thisissue requires the preparation of a supplemental DEIS.

Services’ Response:

The initia problem here, is the present lack of any useful information regarding the location of any
potentially effected resources. Giventhisuncertainty, and as stated Section 4.11.2; page 4-84 of the DEIS,
the Applicant has committed to a plan of action in every instance where resources of cultural value are
discovered. ThisPlanwould enablethe Applicant to avoid effectsin advance of occurrence. To embellish
the Applicant’ s efforts in this endeavor, the Applicant has committed to the use of a predictive model for
locating such resources. While all potential sites within the Planning Area would receive this level of
protection, sites which may occur within RHASs or other specia habitats would receive an increased level
of incidental protection. An appropriate change in response to this comment now appears in the FEIS.
The DEIS more properly should have stated that it is assumed that: to the extent any presently unknown
sites exist in those areas that would receive protection under the various proposed riparian protection
schemes, those sites should benefit by being exposed to no effect or to a mitigated level of effect.
Nevertheless, asstated above, the Applicant has proposed acourse of action when the potential for adverse
effectsarises. Fortunately, thisrelationship is more clearly and appropriately stated in the Environmental
Consequences Section of the DEIS in Section 4.11; pages 4-83 through 4-85.

VI.  MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Comment Summary:

Onelocal organization commented that the HCP isamockery when it providesfor lessthan one percent
of Plum Creek’s lands to be off limits to logging and no more than 10 percent to have special
restrictions; oneindividual commented on the damage that Plum Creek’ s heavy and continued logging
has caused; oneindividual commented that the sale of Plum Creek land could remove potential owl sites;
and oneindividual commented that real change in management practicesisrequired by the HCP, not just
“business as usua”.
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Services Response:

The amount of land not scheduled for harvest or placed under special restrictionsis in response to the
needs of a number of wildlife species and to provide linkages to habitat throughout the Planning Area.
Section 3.6 of the HCP summarizes the wide range of mitigation measures the Applicant would
implement. Provisionsin the HCP to provide a minimum of 8 percent of the Applicant’sland in NRF
habitat (i.e., greater than 13,000 acres) over the Permit period, 7 percent of the Applicant’ slandin RHAs
(i.e., about 11,000 acres) managed to at least FD habitat (see HCP Section 3.3), and greater than 40
percent of the Applicant’s land as FD habitat by the end of the Permit period (see HCP Table 24)
represent significant features of the Plan. The HCP is a multi-species, ecosystem-based Plan that
bal ances conservation efforts for the spotted owl aswell as 284 other wildlife species. The No-Action
Alternative (i.e., Current Regulations) would not implement RHA and RLTA guidelines, additional
wetland protection, or snag and green tree retention, other than that required under State Forest Practices
Rulesand Regulations. Furthermore, grizzly bear road closures, watershed analysisthroughout theentire
Planning Area, adaptive management, and research and monitoring effortswoul d not be conducted under
the No-Action Alternative.

The potentia impact of land sales on the Planning Areais discussed in Section 5.3.4.2 and limitations
on the amount of land salesisin discussed in Section 5.3.4.3 of the HCP. The Applicant iscommitting
to management practices which generally exceed those required by State Forest Practices Rules and
Regulations and the Applicant’s Environmental Principles (Appendix 2 of the HCP). InthisPlan, site-
specific restrictions have been partially replaced with landscape-level commitments. Also seeresponse
to Harvest Methods.

A. Amount of Harvest

Comment Summary:

The SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project and onelocal organization commented that theminimum
percentage of the land in the Planning Area that would be maintained or that would regenerate the
structural and speciesdiversity of old-growth forestsistoo small. TheWilderness Society suggested that
Plum Creek should reduce harvesting operations in Late-Successional forest habitat. Eighty-three
members of alocal environmental group and three other individuals commented that the harvest rate
proposed for the Planning Areawould not be sustainablein terms of wildlife habitat. Threeindividuals
commented on the proposed increase in harvesting and leaving less than one percent of Plum Creek’s
land as old-growth in 50 years. One individual suggested that no more than 10 percent of the volume
of a stand should be harvested in a given rotation. One individual commented that the proposed
harvesting schedul erepresentsaseverethreat to Northwest species. Oneindividual wasconcerned about
ow!l sitesif Plum Creek decides to harvest more aggressively. Three individuals on preprinted cards
urged for no logging.

Services Response:

Old-growthisdefined in Section 2.3 of the HCP astreesin excess of 200-yearsold. The current amount
of old-growth forestsinthe Planning Areaand projected increasesover the Permit period are summarized
in Table 30 of the HCP. Since age is the determining factor for this structural stage, only a limited
amount of the existing standswould attain thisage. The Applicant’s old-growth estimate is also shown
in Table 30. Although thetable showsan increase in old-growth forestsfrom 1 percent to 2 percent, the
actual increaseis 1.4 percent to 1.6 percent on the Applicant’sland. Habitat conditions for all species
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are summarized in Table 26 of the HCP. The percentage of a stand to be removed during the Permit
period would be determined by the desired habitat conditionsfor each stand after harvest. Consideration
of the Applicant discontinuing timber management on its lands was discussed in DEIS Section 2.1.5.1
(see FEIS Section 2.0).

B. Rotation Age

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and one individual suggested rotations should be on the
order of 100 to 200 years and the HCP should include a sustained yield provision.

Services Response:

Asstated in the response to the amount of harvest, habitat conditionsin the Planning Areawould impact
rotation ages combined with the economic and silvicultural maturity of the stands which varies by the
quality of the stand site and the tree specieson the site. Arbitrary rotation ages such as 100 or 200 years
or rotation ages based on a sustainable yield would not meet the objectives of the HCP. However, the
Applicant anticipates a rotation age of between 65 and 120 years, depending upon site conditions and
tree species.

C. Harvest Schedule

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission expressed concern for the acceleration of harvest of old-
growth standsin the near-term with only a promise of future desired habitat conditionsin thelong-term.
The Sierra Club-Cascades Checkerboard Project commented that the HCP lacks any planned harvest
schedules or timetables with respect to specific watersheds; one individual commented that deferrals
should not be harvested until habitat of equivalent quantity and quality comes on line; one individual
asked what percentage of the land would be cut each year; one individual asked what if Plum Creek
decides to harvest more aggressively to feed economic demands for timber; and one individua did not
seein the HCP any data supporting how the increased rate of logging would maintain viable long-term
habitat protection.

Services Response:

Harvest schedul es areimpacted by the factors discussed above under Rotation Age. Under the HCP, the
Applicant is committed to meeting biological objectives which would limit the amount of harvest and
location of harvest which would otherwise be scheduled if the Applicant’s only objectives were
economic. The amount of old-growth scheduled for harvest inthe HCP is not accel erated due to the fact
that there islimited existing old-growth currently availablein the Planning Area. An approximation of
the percentage of the Applicant’ sland that could be harvested over the Permit period can be determined
from the information provided in Table 2 of the DIES. Annual harvest varies based on the habitat
conditions present at any point intime. As stated above under Amount of Harvest, Table 26 of the HCP
summarizes habitat conditions throughout the Permit period.

D. Harvest Methods

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and 20 individual reviewers (two comments on
preprinted cards) commented on their concernsregarding the extent of clearcutting inthe Planning Area.
Onelocal organizationand oneindividual suggested that continued clearcutting would negatively impact
salmon and bull trout habitat. One local organization suggested that the HCP is vague in terms of
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harvest techniques. One individua at the College of Forest Resources, University of Washington
commended Plum Creek on its use of retention and partial cutting techniques currently used in the
Planning Area. One individual on a preprinted card suggested that German forestry techniques be
studied for their beneficial use in the Planning Area.

Services Response:

Asdiscussedin Section 1.2.3.1 of the HCP, the A pplicant uses even-aged (i.e., clearcutting) and uneven-
aged (e.g., overstory removal) harvesting techniquesin its ownership in the Cascaderange. In 1994, the
Applicant used even-aged harvesting in approximately 17 percent of itslands east of the Cascade crest,
and in about 65 percent of its operations west of the Cascade crest. The amount of clearcutting in the
past has been higher due to accepted past management practices but has been significantly reduced in
recent years with the Applicant’s voluntary compliance with it's Environmental Principles (Appendix
2 of the HCP).

To fulfill its commitment to the application of its Environmental Principles, the Applicant conducts
variations on even-aged harvesting techniques where necessary to maintain structural diversity. For
example, to achievethisobjectiveinthe Planning Area, the Applicant would |eave not only dominant/co-
dominant, vigoroustrees, but also leavetreeswith avariety of species, diameters, and vigor classes(i.e.,
dead and dying trees) to maximize structural diversity. The Applicant would also conduct selective or
partial harvests in the Planning Area, such as overstory removal, which involves harvesting trees that
comprise the upper canopy layer to encourage rapid growth of treesin the understory, thereby, creating
an uneven-aged stand. Two examples of how New Forestry techniques have been applied by the
Applicant in the Planning Area are shown in Appendix 7 of the HCP.

To protect and enhance environmental values of forests and streams, the Applicant would ensure that
riparian buffers are maintained, as outlined in Section 3.3 of the HCP, as priority areas for fish and
wildlife habitat protection, and would ensure that all harvest units on both the east and west sides of the
Cascade crest, fulfill the standards established for wildlife reserve trees as stipulated by current State
Forest Practices Rules and Regulations. The Applicant has participated in international forestry
conferences where current information on New Forestry management techniques has been presented.

E. Yarding Methods

Comment Summary:

One individua asked if there are any limitations to logging on steep slide-prone slopes and if more
environmentally friendly methods such asthinning and helicopter logging would beused inremoteareas.
Services Response:

The Proposed Plan does not dictate yarding methods. The Applicant must follow State Forest Practices
Rules and Regulations and watershed analysis prescriptions. The Applicant’s use of New Forestry has
produced many good examples of alternative harvest techniques including different types of tree
retention (dispersed, clumped, contour) (see HCP Appendix 7) and use of helicoptersin harvesting.

F. Yarding Corridors

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation commented that yarding corridorsin RHAswould reduce LWD recruitment,
decrease shading, provide conduitsfor sediment delivery, and destabilize stream banks; the Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that 20 percent of each stream mile could be impacted by
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yarding corridors under the HCP; one local organization asked if research shows that spotted owl nests
or roost sites are located in managed riparian zones with yarding corridors, and one individua
commented that yarding corridors would be left to Plum Creek’ s discretion.

Services Response:

An experimental harvest unit, using yarding corridors, was completed by the Applicant in 1995. The
Applicant documented spotted owl use in the stands within two (2) months following harvest. Within
the Planning Area, 20 percent removal of riparian vegetation for yarding corridors would not be applied
consistently on every stream mile and, in most harvest units, yarding corridors would not be used at all.
These corridorswould be used by the Applicant as an alternativeto building additional roads and should
affect only aminor part of the riparian corridor. The Applicant would minimize the need for, and the
number of trees removed when using yarding corridors (Section 3.3.3.1). Theyarding corridors would
not provide conduits for sediment delivery because logs would be suspended by cables and would
minimally reduce LWD recruitment and shading. Y arding corridors would not be placed in areas that
can destabilize stream banks.

G. Slash Disposal

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that on Page 11, paragraph 2 of Appendix 5
of the HCP, a prescription is given for the dumping of slash into Type 4 and 5 streamswhichisillegal
under State Forest Practices Rules and does not function as LWD.

Services Response:

This paragraph does not state that slash would be placed into streams. Because smaller pieces of wood
can function in small streams, the reference to branches and tops of trees ssimply indicates that this size
of wood can be expected to provide some amount of pool habitat, cover, and sediment storage. This
wood could enter the stream naturally from windstorms, mortality, disease, or incidentally during
harvest. The State Forest Practices Rulesand Regulationsonly prohibit placement of excessive amounts
of slash that could cause damage to public resources (WAC 222-30-100).

H. Insecticides and Herbicides

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project requested information regarding the Plan’s provisions
for using insecticides and herbicides.

Services Response:

Section 1.2.3.3 in the HCP describes the guidelines for insecticide and herbicide application asrequired
by State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations, and the Applicant’ s efforts to minimize usage of these
chemicalsisalso described. These guidelinesinclude a50-foot, no-spray buffer on all flowing streams,
no application within riparian management zones, 200-foot buffers around residences, and a 100-foot
buffer adjacent to agricultural lands and caves.

l. Replanting

Comment Summary:

The Washington Environmental Council recommended that a minimum survival rate of 80 percent of
all planted species should be considered and a commitment is needed to replanting in the same species
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proportion that was harvested. Two individuals on preprinted cards also suggested that replanting
include mixed species (including noncommercial species) to promote regrowth of natural forests.

Services Response:

Section 1.2.3.2 of the HCP describes the Applicant’ s practices with regardsto reforestation. A specific
survival rateis difficult to prescribe because mortality varies greatly depending on a number of factors
including site conditions, species planted, weather, and density of trees planted. If areas do not reforest
to adequate stocking levels, the Applicant isrequired by State Forest Practice Rules and Regulations to
replant the area (Appendix 5). Replanting with the same proportion of speciesis not aways desirable
(e.g., alder stands that become established following past harvest without replanting of conifers).
Reforestation often includesthe same speciesproportionsasoccurred naturally in the stand because those
species are adapted to the specific site conditions. Section 1.2.3.2 of the HCP describes a number of
species that are planted by the Applicant in addition to Douglas-fir.

J. Growth and Fertilization

Comment Summary:

One individual commented that the determination of no significant net loss of suitable spotted owl
habitat over the Permit period due to the growth of younger stands is based on skewed interpretations
of dataand not grounded in good, peer-reviewed, accepted science; and two individuals commented that
the key assumption regarding growth of standsis that they would become suitable for owl habitat over
time.

Services Response:

Growth of stands was modeled using FIBRPLAN (Section 2.7). FIBRPLAN is a generaly accepted,
growth simulation model that is grounded on principlesthat have adequate, peer-reviewed, and accepted
science. A number of groups including the Interagency Spotted Owl Committee and the Spotted Owl
Recovery Team have assumed that owls would move to areas of available habitat as forested stands
develop in the future. The required stand conditions for spotted ow! use are based on other studiesin
the Pacific Northwest and monitoring/survey work within the Planning Area (see Spotted Owl - NRF
and FD habitat).

K. Thinning and Salvage

Comment Summary:

Onelaocal organization commented that abuse of natural resources can occur under the guise of “ salvage”
and “timber stand improvement” operations.

Services Response:

The Services do not believe that abuse of natural resourceswould occur under the guise of “salvage” or
“stand improvement” operations. Monitoring (Sections 5.1 and 5.2), as well as the guidelines of the
Implementation Agreement (Section 5.3), would ensure that natural resources are being protected in the
Planning Area over the Permit period.

L. Road Management

Comment Summary:

The Y akama Indian Nation and alocal environmental organization suggested that the HCP isvaguein
regard to plansfor building roads. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that Plum
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Creek should commit to an overall road density of 1.0 mile per square mile and decommission roadsto
meet road density standards. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission also wondered why roads
scheduled for closure are located only in the 1-90 Lakes Subunit, and why there is no plan in the HCP
for culvert removal or regular maintenance. The Puyallup Tribe of Indians commented that road design
standards should exceed State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations. The Washington Native Plant
Society suggested that road building would provide routes for invasion of noxious weeds. The Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, four local groups, and 27 individuals commented that Plum Creek
should either not build more roads, or reduce the number of roads through decommissioning or gating.
The Washington Environmental Council, 23 individuals, and 424 pre-printed cards suggested that Plum
Creek should reduce road mileage to protect salmon and trout, and wildlife. Oneindividual complained
that road building would be based on economics and not on adverse effects to speciesand biology. The
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance recommended no more than one mile of roads per section throughout the
HCP area.

Services Response:

Reduction of sediment into streams from roads has been and would continue to be a primary objective
of the Applicant’s watershed and forest management activities (Section 3.3.3.1). Rather than simply
reducing road mileage blindly, the Applicant would use the HCP as atool to identify the most difficult
road-related problems in each watershed and allow the Applicant to employ a number of strategies to
addresstheroadway problems. Inmany cases, thiswould translate into abandonment or closure of roads
and asubsequent reduction in road mileage (Sections 1.2.3.4 and 3.6.9). Watershed analysiswould help
the Applicant to identify sensitive areaswhere road design standards need to exceed current State Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations. Noxious weeds that have the potential to become significant seed
sources would be eradicated to the extent practicable. The adverse effects of road construction on the
biology of the areais considered explicitly in the HCP (Sections 3.3.3.1 and 3.6.9). The Applicant is
committed to reducing road densities acrossits ownership; however, atarget of 1.0 mile per square mile
is not practical in al areas of its ownership. Maintenance plans for road improvements and culvert
removal arein place throughout the Applicant’ sownership, not just in the 1-90 L akes Subunit. Thel-90
Lakes Subunit is simply an area of special emphasis because of the grizzly bear.

M.  Access Issues

Comment Summary:

The EPA commented that no details are provided in the DEIS of where future land access may be
pursued; one individual supported the past actions by Plum Creek to eliminate the use of off-road
vehiclesin certain areas.

Services Response:

The Applicant’s needs for access are dynamic due to changing regulatory and topographic conditions.
Projects currently deemed appropriate may change over time and would be managed based on the
conditions in existence at the time of the access need (see Section 1.8 in the HCP).

N. Restoration

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians suggested that a mitigation fund be established for active restoration for
projects in key watersheds and 303(d) stream segments. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
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commented that the HCP does not adequately address the restoration of closed roads, and asked if Plum
Creek is planning restoration of 303(d) stream segments. One individual urged that present roads be
restored to grade and replanted where possible to protect fish habitat; two individuals (one comment on
apreprinted card) stressed the importance of restoring and maintaining habitat for salmon and bull trout.

Services Response:

Some abandoned roads are restored to grade and replanted, but for reasons such as maintaining fire
accessor thinning inthe near future, many roadsarenot restored to grade. The abandonment procedures,
however, areequally effectivein minimizing road-related erosion (Section 3.3.3.1). TheServicesbelieve
the HCP is an excellent blueprint for restoring and maintaining habitat for salmon and bull trout. The
Applicant isfunding agreat deal of mitigation for the restoration of many watersheds through the HCP
as well as working with other groups such as the Forest Service. Watershed analysis would be the
primary process for addressing road abandonment and restoration.

VIl. NEPA COMMENTS

Comment Summary:

Hfty-threerevienvars(43letters) commented onvariousagpectsof NEPA and NEPA complianceregarding thepresent Proposed
Adion. Theseinduded WDFW, two mambersof theSatel egidature A Professr & the Universty of Washington' sCallegeof
Fores Resouross theMuddeshoat Indian Tribe, the Tuldlip Tribes theWashington Forest Rratedtion Assodiation, the Defendarsof
Wildlife, National Audubon Sodety, SerraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, the Wildemess Society, the Washington
Environmental Counal, four locd arganizations and 27 individudls Twortribd commenisand twoenvironmentdl organization
comments(1letter from 8 organizations) edificaly requestied extensgonof thecomment pariod, but later submitted additiondl
comments aswell. All such comments are represented in the above summary.

Thetopicd metter rased inpubdiccommenisinduded issuesof generd NEPA conoam, rangedf ressonebledtamdives theSavices

formulationdf theNo-Adion Altardive, thelength of the pubdlic comment pariod, thedarity of announcamentsof avalability of
maeaidsfor review, theaumulaivedfedsandyss the Savicesdhoicedf evironmeania documant, and thesdentific arediballity
of theanelysspresanted, dl of whichareadoressad bd ow by topic. Onecommentar deied theladk of anindextotheDEIS The
Ddendersof Wildifesuggested the El Scontain somedisousson of " The Precautionary Conogt” of consavationplaning. The
Wildamess Sodety aocuratdy painted out thet NMFShed bean omitted fromthelist of preparars: Oneindividud requestedthe
provigonaf aflondhat illusraingthe processaf issuing an | TP, whileanother dated hisbdief thet the ROD hed dreedy bean
"inked."

Services Responses:

Anindex wesprepared inresponsetotheabovecommeant. Thenamed theindividld represanting NMFSwesadded totheLigt of
Preparers Theoontext Sedionof thisdocument shoud provide aufficent beckground onthe sadtion 10 process espedidly asit hes

been carried out for thisPropossd Adion. Futlrestigpsindude 30 day pubdicreview of thisdooument, Satament of Findings(ESA

§10) prepered by the Savices aBidogical Opinion (ESA 87), andaRecord of Dedigon (NEPA). Nat until &l of thesedoocuments

have been completed and reviewed by the responsible officials would a decision on permit issuance be made.

A. Range of Reasonable Alternatives

Comment Summary:

The SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Wil derness Society, and two local organizationsexpressed
frustration at the number of alternatives considered in the DEIS. At least one commentor disagreed that
the applicant should determine the alternatives. Some reviewers asserted that this application could not
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be properly reviewed without consideration of alternatives based on implementation of the “FEMAT
Aquatic Conservation Strategy” or complete deferral in the presently roadless areas until land exchanges
occur. The Cascade Checkerboard Project requested the release of feasibility data.

Services Responses:

These alternatives were considered in Section 2.1.5; pages 2-6 to 2-8 of the DEIS. They were eliminated
from detailed analysisin accord with 40 CFR 1502.14(a). Specifically, the DEIS “rigoroudly explores
and objectively evaluates al reasonable alternatives, and for alternatives which were eliminated from
detailed study, briefly discusses the reasons for their having been eliminated.” Section 2.1.5 of the DEIS
could have more clearly stated the reasons underlying the decision to eliminate certain alternatives from
detailed analysis. This language has been changed since publication of the DEIS (see FEIS, Section 2).
As a result, the FEIS contains the language below, inserted in response to those comments reflecting
uncertainty asto why some alternatives were not analyzed in further detail.

One reviewer directed its criticism of language regarding the Alternatives contained in the Executive
Summary. On page S-7, the DEIS mistakenly asserts that the Applicant does not consider an alternative
viableif it precludes economically beneficia use of itslands. Obvioudy, under NEPA, the decision asto
what aternatives would be considered in detail is not the Applicant’s to make, and the DEIS should not
have contained such an assertion. Accordingly, thislanguage is changed in the FEISto reflect the actual
process and criteriainvoked by the Services in eiminating certain alternatives from detailed analysis, as
detailed below.

Regarding comments disputing that an alternative could be eliminated from detailed analysis because the
proposal was not operationally or economically feasible to the Applicant, the Services disagree. For the
action of issuing an Incidental Take Permit under section 10 of the Endangered SpeciesAct, thereasonable
range of alternatives is proscribed by the Action (Permit issuance based on the Proposed Plan) and No-
Action Alternative (no Permit issued, activities proceed under the present regulatory regime, to the extent
thereisone). Section 10(a)(2)(B) permit issuance criteria requires that the Proposed Action Alternative
(issue a section 10 permit on the basis of the HCP) must minimize and mitigate potential effects of
expected take, to the maximum extent practicable. Thus, the outside limits of what is practicable are set
in the proposed HCP (See a'so, Services' response to comments asserting this issuance criterion has not
been met by the Applicant). Furthermore, even in intra-Service section 7 consultation, the Services may
only propose “reasonable and prudent measures’ in the event the Proposed Action is found to jeopardize
a speciesfor which coveragein the ITPissought. In turn, any package of prescriptive activities over and
abovethosein the Proposed Action (such asthose stated in alternatives eliminated from detailed analysis)
necessarily exceed the scope of the Proposed Action. This is because in the HCP the Applicant has
proposed a package of prescriptive activities designed to minimize and mitigate effects of the Proposed
Action to the maximum extent practicable. Thus, the alternativesthat are presented for detailed analysis
in the DEIS represent those courses of action that the Applicant could practicably implement.

Asafinal note, guidance from Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) in"Forty Most asked Questions
Concerning CEQ's National Environmental Policy Act Regulations' states that the scope of aternatives
in licensing and permitting situations should consider what is reasonable. CEQ said that "Reasonable
alternativesinclude those that are practical and feasible from the technical and economic standpoint and
using common senserather thanwhat isssimply desirable from the standpoint of the Applicant.” CEQ also
states in its Guidance Regarding NEPA Regulation (Federal Register/ Vol. 48, No. 146/ July 28, 1983)
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"Thereis, however, no needto disregard the Applicant's purposes and needs and the common senserealities
of agiven situation in the development of aternatives.” The Services believe there would be little point
inanalyzing aseries of aternativeswhich areunlikely to beimplemented by the Applicant. (InResidents
in Protest --1-35E v. Dole, 583F. Supp. 653, 660-61 [D. Minn. 1984] the court stated: "A reasonable
alternative is one which would effectuate the purposes of the project. If an alternative does not
implement the purposes of the project it certainly is not reasonable and no purpose would be served by
requiring a detailed discussion of its environmental effects since the alternative would never be
adopted.").

B. No-Action Alternative

Comment Summary:

Comments on the No-Action Alternative were made by WDFW, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, National
Audubon Society, the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, one local organization, and two
individuals. Commentsfell intotwo distinct categories: (1) the No-Action Alternativelooks better for owls
than any of the Action Alternatives; and (2) the No-Action Alternative was deliberately understated to
create adeceiving comparison with the action aternatives. For example, onereviewer assertsthat the No-
Action Alternative should not be based on “inadequate and old Washington State standards.” Another
reader assertsthat watershed analysis must be considered part of the No-Action scenario, for reasons that
were not very clear in that reviewer’s | etter.

Service Response:

With regard to category No. 1, additional language to clarify theimpacts of the No-Action Alternative on
spotted owls has been added to the DEIS (see FEIS, Section 2, subsection 4.8.1.1). The Servicesnote that
the No-Action Alternative contains many uncertainties. Assumptions regarding constrained ow! habitat
were very conservative. The Services also believe that a multi-species plan must be viewed as awhole.
As such, the merits of the Proposed Plan far outweigh any percieved benefits of No-Action.

Comments regarding category No. 2 are premised on a mistaken understanding of NEPA’s No-Action
Alternative requirement. In response, the simplest way to define the No-Action Alternative in the context
of the Proposed Action is “No-Action.” The Proposed Action isto issue a Permit under the ESA. No-
Action means the Services would not issue the requested Permit, and the Applicant would not implement
the Proposed HCP. No-Action isdefined by the realm of regulatory constraints that the Applicant would
operate under without the Permit. These congtraints include, among other things, the ESA section 9
prohibition of take, and all presently applicable laws and regulations affecting forestry practices in
Washington State. Although State watershed analysis does appear in the Forest Practices Rules and
Regulations, engaging watershed analysis is voluntary in Washington. Since the extant benefits of
watershed analysisfor thoseresourcesthat receive protective prescriptionsmeet or exceed thosethat would
accrue under aregime of straight standard forest practices, the Services appropriately formulated Action
Alternatives proposing watershed analysis as amitigating and minimizing component. Conversely, there
is no legal basis for the Services to consider watershed analysis as a component of the No-Action
Alternative. Finally, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service is not an arbiter of the quality of State
Forest PracticesRulesand Regulations. The Servicesdo not view the section 10 process as an appropriate
forum to address perceived inadequacies in those regulations.
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C. Public Comment Period

Comments Summary:

In a single letter, the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and seven other local organizations
petitioned the Services for an extension of the public comment period. Other comments received either
requesting an extension or expressing disappointment at the length of the comment period were the
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Tulaip Tribes, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, two local
organizations, and fiveindividuals. Oneindividual thanked the Servicesfor extending the comment period
for two weeks. In most cases, the commentors requesting further time for review aso provided the most
profound and comprehensive sets of commentary.

Services’ Response:

In response the Services note that the Statutory public comment period runs 45 days. Department of
Interior policy does not require a 60-day comment period for EISs. Department of Interior guidance
recommends 60 days or more "from the date of transmittal to [EPA]" (516 DM 4.24). Thisisto ensure
that the public would be provided thefull 45-day comment period required by NEPA (40 CFR 1506.10(c)).
That period initiated on filing with the EPA and publication in the Federal Register, and ran through
January 8, 1996. At about that time, in response to multiple demands, and while balancing the needs of
the Applicant with those stated by other members of the public, the Services extended the public comment
period by 14 daysto January 22, 1996.

D. Announcements Regarding Availability

Comment Summary:
One individual complained about the inadequacy of news releases regarding the Proposed Action and
public comment period.

Services’ Response:

In response, the Services can only state that in addition to the publication of noticein the Federal Register,
the Services released notices to news organizations of local and regional coverage, aswell as announcing
proposed timing of eventsat afull date of public meetingsimmediately preceding publication of the Notice
of Availability. All efforts were thoroughly calculated to provide as effective a notice as possible within
the context of the Proposed Action. The Services are disappointed that any member of the public felt left
out as aresult of lack of notice.

E. Cumulative Effects

Comment Summary:

One commentor, the Tulalip Tribes, suggested the renaming of the Technical Report on salmonid limiting
factors to "cumulative effects’. Other commentors included the Wilderness Society, Washington
Environmental Council, SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and oneindividual. Criticismsof the
Cumulative Effects subsection rangefrom flat assertions of inadequacy to specific actionsthat should have
been considered to comply with NEPA. One reviewer criticized the cumulative effects analysis as* over
optimistic”. Several reviewers mentioned the development occurring in the I-90 corridor.
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Connected actions were another subject of comment under Cumulative Effects. A few reviewers did
comment that the Services should consider the entire Northwest Forest Plan politically and/or legally
unstable enough to warrant reanalyzing cumulative effectsincluding the possibility of no comprehensive
forest plan. Some commentors criticized the analysis for not considering any number of current proposed
rules such as the Department of Interior proposed 4(d) Special Rule for the northern spotted owl, or the
State’ s proposed northern spotted owl and marbled murrelet rules.

Services’ Response:
NEPA’s cumulative effects definition appears at 40 CFR 1508.7, as follows:

Cumulative impact is the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of
the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless
of what agency (Federal or nonfederal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative
impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a
period of time.

The Servicesdisagreethat the Cumul ative Effectsanalysisisover optimistic. The Proposed Action results
in fewer adverse effects than the No-Action Alternative. As a consequence, there is no way for the
Proposed Action to contribute more to cumulative effects than the No-Action Alternative.

The Cumul ative Effects subsection also analyzes “ connected actions.” 40 CFR 1508.25. Not included in
thelist of actionsanalyzed in conjunction with the Proposed Action under Cumulative Effectsare possible
Federa Timber Salesrel eased under Section 2001 of the Rescissions Act signed into law in July 1995 (PL
104-19). The Servicesbelievethat no Federa timber sales released under the above cited Act existinthe
region of the Planning Area. On that basis, no such sales were analyzed as past, present, or reasonably
foreseeable future actions warranting inclusion in cumulative effects analysis. The suggestion regarding
the instability of the Northwest Forest Plan is too remote and speculative to be considered reasonably
foreseeable. Seeresponsesto commentsregarding Federal Deviationsfrom Management Planson Federal
Lands.

None of the rulemaking processes mentioned in public commentsis close to finalization and that divining
theresultswould betoo remote and speculativeto alow any redlistic analysis. However, the Servicesnote
that a proposed Specia Emphasis Area (under the proposed 4(d) Specia Rule) incorporates most of the
Planning Area.

F. Type of Documentation (EA vs. EIS)

Comment Summary

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project suggested that the Services' decision to prepare an EIS
was appropriate, but, the Checkerboard Project and M ountai neers suggested the need has arisen to prepare
a supplemental DEIS due to deficiencies such as data analysis, alternatives discussion, and cumulative
effects analysis. They further stated that a supplemental DEIS is needed due to the Services failure to
provide a monitoring regime and public review process.

Services’ Responses:
Supplemental statements are governed by 40 CFR 1509.2(c), which states, in relevant part:

Fina EIS
March 1996 A-99



Agencies] ] shall prepare supplements to either draft or final environmental impact statements if:
[ ] the agency makes substantial changes in the Proposed Action that are relevant to environmental
concerns; or [ ] there are significant new circumstances or information relevant to environmental
concerns and bearing on the Proposed Action or its impacts.

The Services dispute that either of the above-stated criteria have been triggered. In no instance has a
substantial change been made or significant new information or circumstancesarisen. Inathorough effort
to beresponsiveto issuesraised during public comment, certain measures proposed in the HCP have been
revisited, with concomitant attention in the FEIS. Further, where public comment has revealed aneed for
further analysis, clarification, or explanation, that has been provided in the FEIS, appropriately
embellishing or replacing material present in the DEIS.

G. Scientific Credibility

Comment Summary:

Comments were received from two Members of the State Legidature, a University of Washington
Professor, Defenders of Wildlife, the Washington Environmental Council, the Washington Forest
Protection Association, two local organizations (one with an 82 signature petition), and at least 18
individuals. While several reviewers congratul ated the Services for the analysis prepared and presented
inthe DEIS and the Applicant for that provided in its Technical Reports and HCP, many others criticized
the same. Some questioned the ability to be rigorous enough to warrant issuance of along-term Permit.
Others expressed concerns regarding “industry science.” Several reviewers questioned the credibility of
the scientific inquiry underlying the analyses in this application. One reviewer questioned whether the
Services were relying on “the best and most current science” when the No-Action Alternative was
formulated using the Forest Practices Act baselines?

Service Response:

The Services and the Applicant engaged the expertise of multiple Federal and nonfederal agencies in
preparing and reviewing these documents. Examples included Services personnel with professional
expertise, Tribal representatives, EPA, Forest Service, and WDFW. The Technical Reports underlying
much of the Applicant’ s efforts were reviewed by numerous non-affiliated individuals, to the satisfaction
of Services Biological Staff. The subject of peer review is handled as a discrete topic e sewhere in this
appendix (see Response to Peer Review). The Services appreciate the concern that arises with the length
of the requested Permit in view of the accumulation of new information over time. However, reviewers
are reminded once again that the alternative to HCP implementation remains 50 to 100 more years of land
management under the present regulatory regime and the further uncertainty of following that path.

It would be inappropriate for the Services to use other than standard forest practices to describe the
baseline of activitiesthe Applicant would be alowed to implement under the No-Action Alternative. This
formulation issimply amatter of determining how the A pplicant would operate without an Incidental Take
Permit and the proposed HCP. Thistopicisdiscussed in further detail in response to commentson NEPA
-- No-Action Alternative.

VIIl. HCP IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES

General Comment Summary:
The Services received at least 55 comments containing 57 signatures regarding implementation of the
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Proposed Plan. Comments were received from the EPA, the WDFW, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians,
Northwest Indian FisheriesCommission (twoletters), aUniversity of Washington Professor, the Defenders
of Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Environmental Defense Fund, SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard
Project, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Washington Environmental Council, six local groups, and 37
individuals. Comments were various and will be discussed by topic, in kind, below.

A. Length of Plan/Permit

Comment Summary:

A total of 28 comments with 29 signatures, discussed the length of the proposed permit. Commentors
included the Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, two local groups, and 25
individuals (one comment on a preprinted card). Comments almost unanimoudly criticized the proposed
50-year Permit period and 50-year "Safe-Harbor" proposal. Some stated general concern. The Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project suggested a 30-year aternative length with renewal every 10 years
if the Services determined conditions were being met. Others aso proposed aternative methods of
breaking up the length of the proposed Permit into multiple, shorter terms followed by review before
renewa. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project stated there is no precedent for 100-year
commitment to management of natural resources.

Services’ Responses:

In enacting the provision for Incidental Take Permits, Congress intended that the agencies "utilize this
provision to approve conservation plans which provide long-term commitments regarding the
conservation of listed as well as unlisted species and long-term assurances to the proponent of the
conservationplan...". H. Rept. No. 835, 97th Cong., 2d Sess. 30 (1982). Congressvested the Services
with "broad discretion” in carrying out this provision to determine the appropriate length of any section
10(a) Permit "in light of all thefactsand circumstances of each individual case.” 1d. at 31. Indetermining
whether to issue a long-term permit, the Services were instructed to consider "the extent to which the
conservation planislikely to enhancethe habitat of thelisted speciesor increasethelong-term survivability
of the species or its ecosystem.” 1d. Accordingly, FWS regulations provide that the duration of permits
"shall be sufficient to provide adequate assurances to the permittee to commit funding necessary for the
activities authorized by the permit . . .". In determining the duration of the permit, the Services are
required to consider the "duration of the planned activities, as well as the possible positive and negative
effects associated with permits of the proposed duration on listed species, including the extent to which
the conservation plan will enhance the habitat of listed species and increase the long-term survivability
of such species.” 50 C.F.R. § 17.22(b)(4).

Theutility of several short-term permitsisquestionablein view of the context for which the applicant seeks
an ITP here. Forest management is along-term enterprise requiring long-term investments. The HCP
proposes a package of landscape, stand and site-level mitigation measures, many of which also require
long-term commitment to realize. A Permit of 5 to 10 years duration would not alow for some of the
beneficial resultsto be recognized. The Services main concern was that the Permit term be long enough
to adequately mitigate for the potential take. The Murray-Pacific multi-species HCP is a 100-year
commitment.
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B. Transfer of Land/Other Rights

Comment Summary:

TheNorthwest Indian Fisheries Commission and the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Proj ect expressed
the belief that the Applicant, but not the Services, is able to easily terminate the Permit. One of these
reviewersexpressed concern that, sincethe early reduction of NRF habitat wasallowed, Plum Creek could
terminate the Permit after achieving its benefits with little consequence, and even avall itself of the "Safe
Harbor" provison. The other reviewer stated that Plum Creek's obligations at termination should be
clearly defined, particularly regarding what constitutes sufficient mitigation. At minimum, the reviewer
dtates, the Company should be required to provide a complete termination report and commit to conduct
whatever mitigation may be necessary to comply with the HCP. Furthermore, the reviewer suggested that
all renewal options and the "Safe Harbor" provision should terminate if the company elects to terminate
the Permit early or the Services terminate because of Plum Creek's substantial noncompliance.

Services’ Response:

ThelA would recognize the Applicant’ sright to terminate the Permit consistent with existing regulations.
However, it also would explicitly mandate atermination report and compliance with the Permit condition
requiring that any past incidental take has been sufficiently mitigated. 1t would beimpossible at the time
of Permit issuance to determine what additional mitigation might be necessary in the event of early
termination, so the |A would provide for a dispute resolution process to assist the parties in determining
the necessary mitigation at that time. In the event that this procedure fails to result in agreement of the
parties, the Services would use standard enforcement tools to enforce that provision of the Permit. The
bottom linefor the resourceisthe Permit could not be terminated without the Services being "made whole"
for incidental take occurring before Permit termination.

With regard to the provision alowing the company to seek Phase |1 of the Permit upon early termination
of Phase I, it is important to note that Phase Il would not take effect until completion of the dispute
resolution process to determine any additional mitigation necessary for take that occurred during Phase |
of the Permit. Further, in the event of early termination, the baseline for Phase Il would be the greater of
the amount of habitat projected to exist at the end of Phasel (i.e., 2045) or the amount of habitat existing
at the time of Permit issuance. In this way, the provision of Phase Il of the Permit would serve as a
disincentive to early termination. Therefore, if in fact NRF habitat is harvested early in Phase | of the
Permit and the the Applicant terminates Phase |, it would not only be liable for any additional mitigation
necessary for take that occurred, but it would likely not receive the benefits of Phase 11 of the Permit for
that habitat type.

C. Funding Assurances

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians suggested that a mitigation fund be mandatory. The Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project and alocal organization asserted the funding assurances made by the Applicant as
an |A issue are insufficient. The commentors suggested the Services be provided afirst lien and deed of
trust in the property covered by the HCP or other adequate security such asbonds. These reviewersalso
suggested that the company be required to notify the Services of any materia events which may affect its
ability to fulfill its obligations under the HCP.
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Services’ Response:

Beforeissuing an Incidental Take Permit (ITP), the Servicesmust find that “'the applicant will ensure that
adequate funding for the Plan will be provided.” Thisdecision must be based on the information before
the Services at thetime the decision to issue the Permit ismade. However, inlight of the long-term Permit
being contemplated here, and in response to these comments, the Services would revise the A to provide
for periodic financial status reports by the the Applicant to the Services to ensure notification of any
material change in the Applicant’ s financial condition during the life of the Permit.

D. Liability

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and alocal organization suggested the |A providea"hold
harmless’ clausein favor of the Services. The examplegiven wasin the context of damage to downstream
property caused by flooding proximate to forest practices under the HCP.,

Services’ Response:

This is an interesting assertion, but probably inapposite here. As a practical matter, an ITP does not
permit forest practices, it permits take of listed species under the ESA. Forest practices activities are
regulated by the State, in aseparate process. Thus, the Services cannot concelve of asituation, including
the example given above, in which a cause of action against the Services, for damages proximate to the
issuance of an incidental take permit, would arise.

E. Third-Party Involvement

Comment Summary: The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project stated that although the HCP
creates no rights for third parties, the HCP should clearly state that nothing in the HCP abridges the
public'sright to demand the Servicesenforce their rights under the HCP. A local organization commented
that provisions should be made for the public to petition the Services for action.

Services' Response:

The Servicesnotethat nothing in the Implementation Agreement or Incidental Take Permit limitsor affects
the public’s rights and recourse under the ESA.

F. Treaty Rights

Comment Summary:

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Puyalup Tribe of Indians, Tulaip Tribes, and the Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission provided comments regarding the effects of the HCP on treaty fishing rights. Some
commentors generally asserted the HCP inadequately addresses protection of treaty resources. The
Puyalup Tribe of Indians largely incorporated the comments of the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission by reference. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission specifically referred to the trust
duty of the United States vis-a-vis these resources and the affected Tribes. This reviewer stated that the
Services must prepare an analysis of how the HCP is consistent with the Federal government's trust
responsibility towards treaty-protected resources, and suggested that treaty fishing rights may require
protection in excess of minimum viability standards. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in particular
commented that the HCP does not ensure the ability of Federal or Tribal involvement in the watershed
analysis process. The Tulalip Tribes made the Services aware that the Tribe has ceded lands within the
Planning Area. The Y akama Indian Nation and other Tribes aso provided comments regarding various
aspects of resource protection, which are addressed under the appropriate topical categories elsewherein
this document.
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Services’ Response:

The Services recognize the Trust responsibilities owed to Tribes concerning treaty resources. Effectsto
specificresourcesand protection therefrom, are addressed el sewherein thisdocument and appendices. The
Serviceshave specifically addressed theresources of concerntothe Tribesin Sections2.10.5.2,2.11,2.12,
2.13,3.2.2.1, 3.3, 3.5.3.1 of the HCP, and Sections 2.1, 2.3, 2.7.6, 3.6, 3.8, 4.9, and 4.14.5 and 4.14.7
of the DEIS.

The Servicesbelievethat the Proposed HCPwould increasethe amount of protection theseresourceswould
receive when compared to proceeding under State Forest Practices Rules and Regul ations, aswould occur
under the No-Action Alternative. The Services believe that the RHAs would provide better and larger
buffers than would exist otherwise. Additional protections included in the Proposed Plan include
accelerated watershed analysis, reduced road densities in certain areas, road-management BMPs, and
aquatic monitoring with its attendant adaptive management. Current State regulations would provide
smaller buffers on fish-bearing streams and little if any buffer on other perennial or intermittent streams.
Also, the conservation measures of this HCP that are in addition to current State regulations would be
provided immediately and before such measures would be required in the event an affected speciesis|ater
listed for protection pursuant to the ESA. Gresater detail is provided in response to comments addressing
riparian/aguatic habitats and fish.

Beginning early in project development, the Services and the Applicant encouraged Tribal participation.
Representatives of the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and the Yakama Indian Nation participated in
development of the Technical Paper on Limiting Factors Analysis for Fish. Asthe project continued, a
representative of the Yakama Indian Nation peer-reviewed two Technical Reports, Limiting Factors
Analysis for Fish and Fisheries Strategy. A representative of the Tulalip Tribes peer-reviewed the
Technical Report, Watershed Analysis.

The Services and Applicant have discussed the HCP at forums attended by representatives from the
Y akama Indian Nation, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and the Muckelshoot Indian Tribe. A presentation
on the HCP was given to the Yakama Indian Nation. The Services have also utilized a cooperative
agreement with the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission to ensure the involvement of the affected
Tribesinthe HCP process. The Servicesgave several presentationsto the Western Washington Cascades
Provincial Advisory Committeeand the Applicant addressed the Y akamaProvincial Advisory Committee.
Tribal representatives are active participants in both of these groups. Tribal representatives have been
present on every Watershed Anaysis Team conducted in the Planning Area and their continued
participation is explicitly guaranteed by the HCP. To clarify this point, the following language has been
inserted in the HCP: "For each prescription team assembled by the Applicant in the Planning Area, the
Applicant would invite at least one representative from either the FVS, NMFS, WDFW, or local Tribe
to participateon theteam. Intheevent such representatives could not participate, abiologist with expertise
in fisheries and watershed analysis would be required.”

Finally, the final EIS clarifies that nothing in the proposed HCP, ITP, or 1A is intended to limit the
Services Trust responsibilitiesto Native Americans. Further, consistent with Secretarial Order No. 3175,
dated November 8, 1993, and the President's memorandum regarding Government-to-Government
Relations with Native American Tribal Governments, published in the Federal Register on May 4, 1994,
the Services are continuing to consult with the affected Tribes regarding this issue. If necessary,
modifications to the Proposed Action would be considered following completion of such consultations.
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G. Assurances (No Surprises) Policy

Comment Summary:

The National Audubon Society, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Northwest Ecosystem
Alliance, and 12 individuals provided comments on the No Surprises Policy. Some commentors, without
referring specificaly to the No Surprises Policy, questioned the formulation of the Unforeseen
Circumstances, Extraordinary Circumstances, and Unlisted Species provisions of the Proposed Plan and
agreement. Each of these topics are responded to as discrete topics elsewhere in this appendix. Other
writers stated that the policy applies only where the HCP is designed to provide an overall net benefit and
contains measurable criteriafor biological success. Further, these commentors stated that this HCP was
not qualified to receive the policy's assurances because one could not reasonably claim to provide a net
benefit for al species named and unnamed and because it contained only habitat criteria and did not
measure biological success. In addition, many took issue with the concept stated in the No Surprises
Policy of seeking added mitigation from the Applicant only as a matter of last resort.

Services’ Response:

The purpose of the No Surprises Policy isto provide assurances, consistent with Congressional intent, to
nonfederal landowners participating in Endangered Species Act, Habitat Conservation Planning that no
additional land restrictionsor financial compensation would be required for species adequately covered by
aproperly functioning HCP, in light of Unforeseen or Extraordinary Circumstances. The ESA requires,
among other things, that an HCP minimize and mitigate incidental take to the maximum extent practicable
and that it not appreciably reducethelikelihood of the survival and recovery of the speciesinthewild. The
"No Surprises' Policy providesfor consideration of whether the HCP was designed to provide an overall
net benefit to the affected species and whether the HCP contained measurable criteria for assessing the
biological success asfactorsin determining if there are Extraordinary Circumstances that might warrant
requiring additional mitigation from an HCP permittee. Although this would not preclude the Services
from seeking additional mitigation from the Applicant for a particular species under Section 8 of the |A,
the intent of this HCP would be to provide a net benefit to the ecosystems in the Planning Area over the
No-Action Alternative, and thus generally anet benefit to the species dependent on these ecosystems. In
this context, habitat targets would be considered to be measurable criteriafor success.

The principleof seeking additional mitigation from apermittee only asalast resort, asembodied inthe"No
Surprises' Policy and Section 8 of the Applicant’s IA, is consistent with the legidative history of section
10whichindicates Congressional intent that the Services provide adequate assurancesto Permit applicants
that long-term conservation planswill be adhered to, to provide sufficient incentivesfor the development
of such plans. While Congress aso mandated a process by which the parties would deal with Unforeseen
Circumstances, there is no requirement that an applicant bear the full cost of any necessary additional
mitigation. See comment summary and response for Unforeseen Circumstances and Extraordinary
Circumstances.

H. Level of Certainty/Uncertainty

Comment Summary:

The Defenders of Wildlife, Nationa Audubon Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project, Washington Environmental Council, one local organization, and 20
individuals commented on the general issue of certainty. Most reviewers asserted the need for mutual
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certainty in the ITP process. Some stated there was a high degree of uncertainty for the resource based
on their review of the application package. A few individuals requested the Services build in a safety
margin favoring the resources covered by the Proposed Plan. Finally, some commentors opined that the
Applicant proposed to receive an inequitably high level of certainty under the Permit at the expense of the
covered resources.

Services’ Response:

Certainty isavauethat isbuilt into the section 10 permitting process. The Services understand, then, the
appearance that one of the parties (i.e., the Applicant) to the process is a significant beneficiary of that
process. Nevertheless, the Services believe that the certainty derived from engaging section 10(a)(1)(B)
of the ESA is a “two-way street.” In fact, and as demonstrated in the FEIS, management of the
Applicant’s land under the proposed HCP provides a far greater degree of certainty to the resources
covered in the HCP than would exist proceeding under the No-Action Alternative. See also comment
summary and responsesfor Forest Heal th, Forest Disease and Insect Infestations, and Fireand Windthrow.

l. Unforeseen Circumstances

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Defenders of Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, two local groups (one containing a petition), and 8 individuals
discussed the Unforeseen Circumstances provisions of the Proposed Plan and the IA. Some reviewers
pointed out that ESA implementing regulations require a conservation plan to state the procedures to be
used to deal with Unforeseen Circumstances. Others stated generally, that flexibility should be induced
into the Plan to deal with Unforeseen Circumstances. Onereviewer stated the processfailsif “landowners
are not held responsible for future management alterations from Unforeseen Circumstances....” Another
posited that alandowner must “ rectify theimpacts of the unforeseen circumstancesto promotethesurvival
and recovery of [a] species.”

Several reviewers stated that Unforeseen/Extraordinary Circumstances must be limited to only thosetruly
unforeseeable, and expressed the position that catastrophic and stochastic events such as fires may be
unpredictable but are foreseeable. They stated that the HCP must include an analysis of the probability
of such eventsand providefor areasonablelevel of reserve habitat to mitigate for such eventsor acredible
procedure to accommodate such events at that time. Some reviewers expressed concern that the | A limits
the ability to compensate for external factors, such as catastrophic events or changes in management on
adjacent federal lands. The Cascade Checkerboard Project stated that if such stochastic events were to
happen later in the Permit period, it would be more devastating.

Services’ Response:

The Congressional conference report accompanying section 10(a)(2) statesthat "[i]tis . . . recognized that
circumstances and information may change over time and that the original plan might need to be
revised. To address this situation the Committee expects that any plan approved for a long-term permit
will contain a procedures by which the parties will deal with unforeseen circumstances.” Asaresult,
theimplementing regulations provide that the conservation plan must specify “[w]hat steps the applicant
will take to monitor, minimize and mitigate such impacts, the funding that will be available to implement
such steps, and the procedures to be used to deal with unforeseen circumstances . . .". 50 CFR
17.22(b)(1)(iii)(B) and 50 CFR 17.32(b)(1)(iii)(C)(2)). In addition, beforeissuing the permit the agency
must find, among other things, that “the applicant will ensure that . . . procedures to deal with unforeseen
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circumstances will be provided . . .". (50 CFR 17.22(b)(2)(iii) and 50 CFR 17.32(b)(2)(iii)).

Thedraft |A and HCP would provide proceduresto deal with Unforeseen Circumstances. First, the HCP
and |IA would provide for modifications through watershed analysis and other forms of adaptive
management. Such modifications could require additional restrictions on operations, and should minimize
the likelihood that there will be Unforeseen Circumstances.

Second, Section 8 of the | A would describe the processto be followed if Unforeseen Circumstances arise.
In enacting section 10(a)(2), Congress intended that the Services provide long-term assurances to a
permittee that the terms of the plan would be adhered to and that further mitigation requirements would
only beimposed in accordance with the terms of the plan. In light of thislegidativeintent, the Secretaries
of Interior and Commerce established a"No Surprises’ Policy (entitled "Assuring Certainty for Private
Landownersin Endangered Species Act Habitat Conservation Planning™) to guide implementation of the
requirement that an HCP contain amechanismto address Unforeseen Circumstances. Consistent withthis
policy, the IA would provide that the Services could seek further mitigation from the Applicant in cases
of Extraordinary Circumstances. An Extraordinary Circumstance would be a material change in the
circumstances or information that would warrant revising the Plan to avoid appreciably reducing the
likelihood of survival and recovery of the affected species in the wild. If the Services determine that
additional mitigation isrequired due to Extraordinary Circumstances, such mitigation would be provided
on Federal land to the maximum extent possible. However, if the measures available on then-existing
Federa land would be insufficient, the Services could seek additional mitigation from the Applicant.
Consistent with the "No Surprises’ Policy, such mitigation would not involve the payment of additional
compensation or apply to parcels of land available for harvest or other uses without the consent of the
Applicant.

With regard to the timing of stochastic events, the Services note that the Applicant acceptsthe risk of loss
early in the Permit period should stochastic events occur. There is no provision in the Proposed Plan
relieving the Applicant of its duty to mitigate should timber otherwise available for harvest be destroyed
by fire. The next 10 to 20 years may be the most critical period. Later in the Permit period, the situation
isquite different, aswould be the landscape condition. The areas most prone to fires would be the subject
of a cooperative landscape adaptive-management area. Hopefully, additional information will become
available regarding methods to maintain owl habitat while controlling the risk of catastrophic fire. The
Services believe that Federal and private |land managers are anxious to implement such management.

The Services note that the dynamics of forest health are complicated. These complex systems are subject
to “counter-intuitive” behavior. It appearsthat additional NRF habitat would provide amargin of safety,
but some of these stands may a so increase the risk of fire and could influence the spread of fire acrossthe
landscape. The Services believe thereisyet much to learn in thisregard and, therefore, reemphasize their
support of cooperative landscape management, especialy in the most fire-prone areas.

The Servicesfurther note that under the No-Action Alternative thereisadistinct possibility that less NRF
habitat would be available than under the Proposed Plan and the impact of a catastrophic fire under the
No-Action Alternative, therefore, could be even more severe. The Proposed Plan offers greater certainty.
In addition, should such circumstances require additional mitigation under this HCP to avoid appreciably
reducing the likelihood of survival and recovery of a particular speciesin the wild, such mitigation would
be provided for pursuant to section 8 of the IA. Also see Forest Health responses.
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J.  Extraordinary Circumstances

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Defendersof Wildlife, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, onelocal group, and one
individual provided comments on the Extraordinary Circumstances provisions of the agreement. Some
reviewers expressed confusion asto what constitutes an “ Extraordinary Circumstance.” In particular, at
least one reviewer stated that the standard should not be one of jeopardizing a species population as a
whole but should include serious population or habitat declinesin the Planning Area. Severa reviewers
also expressed concern about the processfor determining extraordinary circumstances. The WDFW and
Defenders of Wildlife questioned why a Services finding of Extraordinary Circumstances would require
peer review. The Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and one local
organi zation questioned why the Government must bear the burden-of-proof in making a determination of
Extraordinary Circumstances or stated that thelevel of proof istoo high. Thisview expressed concern that
Plum Creek could tie such afinding up in courtsfor years, after exhaustive dispute resolution procedures.
One commentor suggested that, if afinding of extraordinary circumstances is made, Plum Creek should
defer planned activitiesuntil additional mitigation can be secured. The SerraClub-Cascade Checkerboard
Project asked who would pay for needed mitigation and stated that stochastic events should not be
“external” factors.

Services’ Response:

Extraordinary Circumstancesis defined at Section 2.5 of the draft IA (HCP Appendix 10) as a material
change in circumstances or information that warrants revising the HCP or Safe-Harbor Baseline, and
requiring further mitigation fromthe A pplicant to avoid appreciably reducing thelikelihood of survival and
recovery of the affected species in the wild. This standard would essentially be the same as that
contemplatedin section 7(a)(2) and section 10(a)(2)(B)(iv) of theESA. Consistent withthe"No Surprises’
Policy, in making a determination of Extraordinary Circumstances the Services would consider factors
such asthe size of the current range of the affected species; the percentage of the range adversely affected
by the HCP; the percentage of the range conserved by the HCP; the ecol ogical significance of that portion
of the range affected by the HCP; the level of knowledge about the affected species and the degree of
specificity of the species conservation program under the HCP; and whether the HCP was originally
designed to provide an overall net benefit to the affected species and contained measurable criteria for
assessing the biological success of the HCP. The standard would be applied on a case-by-case basis,
taking into account the particular needs of and the severity and immediacy of threats posed to a species.
In response to the commentor who suggested that the standard should not just be jeopardy to the species
population as a whole, it may be instructive to note, as the preamble to the section 7 implementing
regulationsnoted (at 51 Federal Register 19934), that the concept of "surviva" varieswidely among listed
species and can mean retention of a sufficient number of individuals and/or populations with necessary
habitat to insure that the species will keep its integrity in the face of genetic recombination and known
environmental fluctuations.

Asto the placement of the burden of proving the existence of Extraordinary Circumstances, the |A would
be consistent with the No Surprises Policy which states that the Services shall have the burden of
demonstrating that such Extraordinary Circumstances exist, using the best scientific and commercia data
available. That the Services have the burden-of-proof in this matter would be consistent with the fact that
the Services have the burden of proving the necessity to amend a permit under Permit Administration
Regulations. (See 50 CFR 13.23.)
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The "No Surprises' Policy also states that a finding of Extraordinary Circumstances must be clearly
documented and based upon reliable technical information regarding the status and habitat requirements
of the affected species. Consistent with this and the Interagency Cooperative Policy for Peer Review in
Endangered Species Act Activities (59 ER 34270), the Services would provide for peer review of the
scientific dataon which afinding of Extraordinary Circumstancesisbased. Thiswould be consistent with
the general mandate found throughout the ESA and in the "No Surprises’ Policy to use the best scientific
data available in decision-making under the Act. However, peer review would be requested only on the
data, not on the Services conclusion of Extraordinary Circumstances. Furthermore, in response to the
concerns that the requirement for peer-reviewed information would make it difficult find Extraordinary
Circumstancesin atimely manner, the | A would providethat if peer-reviewed information isnot available
in time for the Services to meet their obligations under statute, regulation, or the 1A, a finding of
Extraordinary Circumstances would be made without peer-reviewed data, although it may be subject to
reconsideration if such information becomes available.

With regard to the concern that the Applicant could submit afinding of Extraordinary Circumstances or
the requirement of additional mitigation to dispute resolution, and then litigate the issue, Section 14 of the
IA would provide that the Services specifically reserve the right to use whatever enforcement powers and
remedies are available by law or regulation, including but not limited to suspension or revocation of the
Permit.

Finally, with regard to the suggestion that the Applicant should defer its activities in the event of
Extraordinary Circumstances, the Serviceswould proposeto clarify the | A by adding aprovision that the
parties will use their best efforts to avoid contributing to the situation that has given rise to such
circumstances during the period necessary to develop and implement any necessary additiona mitigation.

K. Unlisted Species Agreement

Comment Summary:

At least seven reviewers, including the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Northwest Ecosystem
Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascades Checkerboard Project, Washington Environmental Council, two local
organizations, and oneindividua (plus 424 preprinted cards), provided comments on the proposed use of
an agreement covering unlisted species. Ingeneral, these reviewerssuggested that only those specieswhich
have been adequately analyzed should be included in any agreement, that such analysis requires full
population studies and demographic analyses, and that the agreement must exclude species without
adequate habitat and range analysis. In this view, species not identified by name in this plan should not
be added to the permit without afull evaluation at the time of listing. One commentor stated that the DEIS
should discuss limitations in the knowledge base in order to assess whether the provision in the A
regarding currently unlisted species should remain or be narrowed.

Services’ Response:
First, Congress intended that unlisted species agreements be available to applicants completing
conservation plans under the ESA. The conference report to the 1982 amendments to the ESA states:

In enacting the Endangered Species Act, Congress recognized that individual species
should not be viewed in isolation, but must be viewed in terms of their relationship to
the ecosystem of which they form a constituent element. Although the regulatory
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mechanisms of the Act focus on species that are formally listed as endangered or
threatened, the purposes and policies of the Act are far broader than simply providing
for the conservation of individual species or individual members of listed species. This
is consistent with the purposes of several other fish and wildlife statutes (e.g. Fish and
Wildlife Act of 1956, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act) which are intended to
authorize the Secretary to cooperate with the states and private entities on matters
regarding conservation of all fish and wildlife resources in the nation. The
conservation plan will implement the broader purposes of all of those statutes and allow
unlisted species to be addressed in the plan.

... Inthe event that an unlisted species addressed in an approved conservation plan is
subsequently listed pursuant to the Act, no further mitigation requirements should be
imposed if the conservation plan addressed conservation of the species and its habitat
as if the species were listed pursuant to the Act.

Consistent with this Congressional direction, the Applicant seeks to conserve the ecosystems on which
speciesdepend. By addressing al possible habitat typesthat exist in the Planning Area, and by association
all speciesthat use those habitats, the Applicant seeksto provide mitigation for all vertebrate speciesthat
may use the Planning Area. Thisissimilar to the precedent set in the Murray-Pacific multi-species HCP
amendment (1995). However, in this case, Lifeforms were used to more clearly demonstrate the link
between species and their habitats. The Services used a combination of stand-structure, special-habitat,
and species-specific provisions to adequately address vertebrate species. The Services acknowledge that
more datais available for some species than is available for other species. Thisis one of the reasons that
the habitat-based approachisused. FWS Region 1 Guidelinesfor Determining Covered SpeciesListsand
Assurances Relative to Habitat Conservation Planning and the Department of Interior and Department of
Commerce Policy on No Surprises. Assuring Certainty for Private Landowners in Endangered Species
Act Habitat Conservation Planning are contained in Appendix 4 of the HCP.

Second, the Implementation Agreement would provide for a subsequent review before a species would be
added to the Permit. If aprevioudly unlisted speciesis proposed for listing or becomes listed, Section 7.1
of the A would provide for notice by the Applicant of its desire to add the species to its Permit and a
review by the Servicesto consider any new information, including information that isdeveloped during the
rulemaking process on the proposed listing, before determining whether the species could be added to the
Permit. If adding the species would result in appreciably reducing the likelihood of the surviva and
recovery of the affected speciesin the wild, the Extraordinary Circumstances provision of the |A would
betriggered. If additional mitigation could not be provided under the terms of this provision, the species
would not be added to the Permit. In addition, the review period would enable the Servicesto fulfill their
responsibilities under sections 7 and 10 and other applicable provisions of the ESA.

L. Multi-Species Approach

Comment Summary:

The North Cascades Conservation Council, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, four local organizations, and
43 individua letters, as well as 424 preprinted cards opposed the multi-species, habitat-based approach
used by the Services. These organizationsrecommended instead that full popul ations studiesbe performed
on each species to be covered by an unlisted species agreement, that population projections be made for
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each such species, that range and occurrence maps be provided for each species, and that the individual
habitat requirements of each species be fully described and discussed in relation to the Plan and its
aternatives. Many commentorsonly cited one or few of the above recommendations; others merely stated
they believed the approach used was insufficient or inadequate. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project did not oppose the multi-species approach but stated they have serious concernsfor its usein the
HCP and believe the approach only works if certain criteria are met. One individual supported the
ecosystem and habitat approach over a species-by-species approach. The Washington Forest Protection
Association supported the use of the multi-species approach.

Services’ Response:

The Services believe that a multi-species approach is not only appropriate but is encouraged in the ESA
(H. Rep. No. 835, 97th Cong. [1982]). The Services believe that the habitat-based analysis as conducted
inthe Murray-Pacific HCP Amendment (1995) is an appropriate analysis. The Applicant’sHCP further
refined this approach through the use of Lifeforms. Lifeforms are an accepted means of guilding (Brown
1979). Severa modifications to Brown's Lifeforms were made to more rigorously incorporate the needs
of habitat specidists. In addition, delays were incorporated for some habitats to accommodate the lack
of snags and residual trees in recent harvest units. To further ensure that habitat specialists are being
adequately addressed, specia habitats (e.g., caves, talus, wetlands) have been given specific attention.
Also, the amounts of the eight stand structures available in five coniferous forest types and in deciduous
forests have been analyzed as well and depicted in Table 30b. The Services believe that common-sense
dictates that 285 named species, and certainly unnamed species, cannot be addressed one at a time.
Instead, |ogi stics demand someform of association or guilding. The Services believe the methodsused are
appropriate. The Services further note that species-by-species assessments were used for Species of
Concern and where primary habitat amounts were extremely limited for a given Lifeform.

M. Amendments

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented on severa aspects of the proposed amendment
process. The WDFW, the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, five local organizations, and 24
individuals (two comments on preprinted cards) suggested the amendment process be used to review and
revise the Plan or itsimplementation on aroutine schedule. Some reviewers suggested every modification
be subject to some form of public process, including aprovision for the public to petition the agencies for
action and arequirement that all proposed modificationsbe subject to peer review. Onereviewer expressed
concern that even minor modifications can have unforeseen consequences and cumul ative effectsthat may
have a material impact on the HCP. In addition, reviewers expressed concern that: (1) any commercial
development or activity unrelated to timber harvest activity should require formal amendment; (2)
according to the HCP, changes in the conduct and flexihbility of Plum Creek's operations such as harvest
timing, harvest location, and application of silvicultura techniqueswould not require formal amendment;
and (3) according to the HCP, frequency and scope of monitoring may be changed without formal
amendment. Finally, one reviewer expressed concern that the establishment of new Lifeform projections
could be accomplished as a minor amendment, and that the HCP would alow Plum Creek to miss stand
structure projections by twenty percent before mandatory evaluation. That reviewer suggested that any
significant decline in the population of a Plan Species should trigger reevaluation of minimum habitat
requirements.
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Service’s Response:

The HCP contains provisions for monitoring and reporting on a routine schedule (HCP Table 31). The
HCP section on Adaptive Management (HCP Section 5.4) explains how this information will be used to
make adjustments through adaptive management. |If other modifications to the mitigation program are
warranted, the Services would initiate such changes pursuant to Sections 7.3.2 or 7.1.1 of the IA and
applicable regulations, consistent with the 1A provisions regarding Unforeseen and Extraordinary
Circumstances. The amendment process is described at Section 7 of the IA. Nothing in that section
precludes further or continuing review of mutually agreed amendments to the Proposed Plan.

All amendments, except minor modifications and certain land transactions conditioned so as to not
compromise the effectiveness of the HCP would be subject to public review and comment at the time they
are considered. The provision for minor modificationsto the HCP is discussed in Section 7.3.2 of the |A,
and would include such things as minor modifications to the mitigation program as discussed in Section
5.3.5 of the HCP, changes in reporting requirements, correction of typographical errors, and map
corrections. It isimportant to note that minor modifications would be subject to a 60-day review period
by the Services, during which time the Services may disapprove the change or provide notice that the
proposed modification must be processed as aforma amendment if the change would be materia. The
limited provisionsfor land transactionswithout formal amendment are discussed above, and would contain
provisions to ensure that the HCP would not be compromised and to avoid material cumulative effects.
Nothing in the IA would preclude the public from notifying the Services of changes they believe to be
necessary. Neither would the IA preclude the Services or the Applicant from obtaining peer review on a
proposed change if appropriate.

The Services agree that coverage for any commercia development or activity unrelated to timber harvest
activity that would require an ESA Incidental Take Permit would necessitate aforma amendment of this
Permit. The HCP only analyzes the effects of timber harvest and related land use activities. See Section
1.1 of the HCP and Section 1.8 of the |A.

With regard to specific concerns regarding changes in the conduct of Applicant’s operations such as
harvest timing and location and application of silvicultural techniques as minor modifications, unless
otherwise specifically limited by deferrals, specia habitat prescriptions, or similar limitations expressly
defined in the HCP, harvest timing and location, road construction timing and location, and other
operational decisions such as placement of yarding corridors across streamsremain at the discretion of the
Applicant. Any such change, beyond those provided for in the HCP as operational flexibility for the
Applicant or adaptive management, would be subject to prior review by the Serviceswith the opportunity
to disapproveit or to initiate aforma amendment process if such change would be material.

With regard to specific concerns regarding the establishment of new Lifeform projections or changesin
the frequency and scope of monitoring, Again, any such change would be subject to prior review by the
Services with the opportunity to disapprove it or to initiate a formal amendment process if necessary.

N. Adaptive Management Techniques
Comment Summary:

The EPA requested additional response be incorporated into the Plan as a result of aguatic monitoring
findings. The WDFW suggested that the results of amphibian monitoring be included in the adaptive
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management process and that amore conervative “trigger level” be used for owlsand corrective measures
In addition, the WDFW disagreed with the link between adaptive management and “administrative
determinations by regulatory agencies’ and they stated that corrective action should be taken prior to a
administrative determination. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project indicated that the adaptive
approach inthe Plan isa one-way approach which only benefitsthe Applicant, should include measurable
criteriafor triggers, and that adaptive changes should be peer reviewed. The Puyallup Tribe of Indians
requested clarification and the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission questioned how NEPA and SEPA
would be accommodated. Two individuals recommended the use of monitoring and corrective feedback,
particularly for owls. Anindividual remarked on the lack of adaptive management for other birds. One
individual suggested a complete review at 25 years and another suggested setting 10-year targets. One
individua indicated that they supported the adaptive approach. A professor in the College of Forest
Resources at the University of Washington, supported the adaptive approach and said it was good to
continue to learn from the management actions.

Services’ Response:

In discussions with the EPA, it was discovered that they were unaware of the basic premise of adaptive
management asit was to be applied in this Plan. The results of the aquatic monitoring and the results of
watershed analysismonitoring would be used to assess and modify thetreatmentsbeing conducted. Where
deficiencies are identified they would be corrected. There were no limits placed on thelevel of mitigation
which may be provided with regard to watershed prescriptions.

The results of amphibian monitoring would be factored into the design of riparian buffers. At the present
time, it is uncertain exactly how this would be accomplished. This uncertainty is part of the adaptive
process. Perhapsone of the most unique components of the HCPistheinclusion of the concept of adaptive
management. In the HCP, many components of adaptive management (e.g., owls) may have an upper
limit beyond which further mitigation would not be mandatory. Other components (e.g., watershed
analysis) have no such limit.

Becausethe adaptive management process and bounds have been described for public review and comment
in these documents, actions which fall within these bounds would not be subject to further NEPA review.
The Services note that there are a number of periodic reports due during the course of the Plan. Each of
thesereporting times, and at any time in between, allows an opportunity for review and suggested changes
by either the Services or the Applicant. The Services believe that adaptive management offers viable
solutions to management concerns when insufficient information is available at present upon which to
develop intelligent Strategies.

The triggering level for corrective measures regarding owlsis believed to be appropriate be the Services.
All projections are expected to vary somewhat due to natural variations and too narrow amargin for such
variation isimpracticable. Additional details regarding owl monitoring methods have been added to the
HCP. The Servicesand the Applicant agreed that the link between adaptive management-based corrective
actionand* admini strative determination” wasunnecessary and haveremoved that languagefromthe HCP.

O. Permit Enforcement, Suspension, or Revocation

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and alocal organization suggested the agreement include
penalties for non-compliance exclusive of court action, such as a power to foreclose on a deed of trust,
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forfeiture of a surety bond, or authority to assess incidental and consequential damages. One of these
reviewers also stated that it was crucial that the Services not waive any remedy or enforcement option.

Services’ Response:

The ESA and itsimplementing regul ations provide mechanismsto enforce the Permit with respect to listed
species, including provisionsfor suspension and revocation of the Permit and civil and crimina penalties.
The A would not waive any of these enforcement tools; in fact it clearly recognizes that these remedies
would remain available. Furthermore, the IA would provide that early termination of the Permit either by
the Services or the Applicant would be subject to compliance with the Permit condition requiring that any
past incidental take has been sufficiently mitigated. In addition, the assurances provided by the "No
Surprises’ Policy and Section 8 of the IA would be contingent on the Applicant’s compliance with the
terms of the 1A, the Permit, and the HCP.

P. Law Enforcement

Comment Summary:

The Defenders of Wildlife, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Checkerboard Project, and two individuals
guestioned the Services law enforcement commitment following Permit issuance. One individua on a
preprinted card suggested that funding be provided for enforcement.

Services’ Response:

The Services enforcement duties under the ESA would not be abrogated by the Proposed Action or the
underlying Implementation Agreement. The Services would continue to enforce the ESA on al lands
whether covered by the HCP or not. See the Response for Funding and Monitoring.

Q. Termination Clause

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and the Checkerboard Project expressed the belief that the
Applicant, but not the Services, is able to easily terminate the Permit. One of these reviewers expressed
concernthat, sincethe early reduction of NRF habitat wasallowed, Plum Creek could terminate the Permit
after achieving its benefits with little consequence, and even avail itself of the "Safe Harbor" provision.
The other reviewer stated that Plum Creek's obligations at termination should be clearly defined,
particularly regarding what constitutes sufficient mitigation. At minimum, the reviewer states, the
Company should be required to provide a complete termination report and commit to conduct whatever
mitigation may be necessary to comply with the HCP. Furthermore, the reviewer suggested that al
renewal options and the " Safe-Harbor" provision should terminate if the Company e ectsto terminate the
Permit early or the Services terminate because of Plum Creek's substantial noncompliance.

Services’ Response:

ThelA would recognize the Applicant’ sright to terminate the Permit consistent with existing regulations.
However, it also would explicitly mandate atermination report and compliance with the Permit condition
requiring that any past incidental take has been sufficiently mitigated. 1t would beimpossible at the time
of Permit issuance to determine what additional mitigation might be necessary in the event of early
termination, so the |A would provide for a dispute resolution process to assist the parties in determining
the necessary mitigation at that time. In the event that this procedure fails to result in agreement of the
parties, the Serviceswould use standard Permit enforcement tools to enforce that provision of the Permit.
The bottom line for the resource is the Permit could not be terminated without the Services being "made
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whol€e" for incidental take occurring before Permit termination.

With regard to the provision allowing the Applicant to seek Phase |1 of the Permit upon early termination
of Phase I, it is important to note that Phase Il would not take effect until completion of the dispute
resolution process to determine any additional mitigation necessary for take that occurred during Phase |
of the Permit. Further, in the event of early termination, the baseline for Phase |1 would be the greater of
the amount of habitat projected to exist at the end of Phasel (i.e., 2045) or the amount of habitat existing
at the time of Permit issuance. In this way, the provision of Phase Il of the Permit would serve as a
disincentive to early termination. Therefore, if in fact NRF habitat is harvested early in Phase | of the
Permit and the Applicant terminates Phase I, it would not only be liable for any additional mitigation
necessary for take that occurred, but it would likely not receive the benefits of Phase Il of the Permit for
that habitat type.

R. Safe-Harbor (Phase Il) Provision

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians, the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (2 letters), the Defenders of
Wildlife, National Audubon Society, Environmental Defense Fund, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance,
Checkerboard Project, three local organizations (one with a petition containing 82 signatures), and two
individuals submitted their observations on the implementation of the "Safe-Harbor" concept. Severa
issues were raised and are discussed separately below:

Comment: AmongthecommentorswasAttorney Michagl Bean of the Environmental Defense Fund,
aproponent of the"Safe Harbor" concept. Mr. Bean stated that, while probably a semantic observation,
hewould prefer the Servicesnot refer to the second 50-year phase of the proposed plan asthe " Safe Harbor
Phase." Bean asserted that the second 50 years lacks ongoing voluntary activities that could result in
increased utilization of the plan areaby listed species, and that the A pplicant does not commit to any future
beneficial actions not otherwise required by law. Instead, he suggested that thisisa 100-year Permit with
two phases with differing substantive requirements.

Services’Response: The Services agree that regardlesswhat it is called, this would be a 100-year
Permit with two phases, and should be analyzed as such. The Fina EIS clarifies this point. Further, to
avoid any confusion, the Services agree that the term "Safe-Harbor Phase" should not be used in the
context of this Permit, but instead, the second 50-years should be referred to as "Phase I1." However, it
should be noted that habitat amounts which would exceed the baseline would be completely voluntary and
the minimization and mitigation actions to be conducted exceed those which would otherwise be required.

Comment: Severa reviewers took issue with the baseline for Phase 11 of the Permit. One writer
stated that it was unclear what the baselineis. Other reviewers expressed concern that the baseline could
be 90 percent of projected habitat conditions at the end of 50 years and they assert the baseline should
equal 100 percent of theinitial habitat quality at the inception of the HCP.

Services’ Response: The HCP proposes that the baseline for Phase 1l would be the amount of
habitat projected to exist at year 50 if the 50-year Phase | iscompleted (i.e., 2045). Intheevent that Phase
| isterminated early, the baseline for Phase 11 would be the greater of the amount of habitat projected to
exist at year 50 or the amount of habitat existing at the time of Permit issuance. Thebaselineisclarified
inthe FEISin response to this comment. The minimum habitat amounts required of the Applicant reflect
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the flexibility provided in the HCP to operate within an acceptable range for all of the stand-structure
categories. The 90 percent figure reflects what the Services agreed was an acceptable level of variability
in the projected quantities of habitat. The explanation for the stand-structure flexibility can be found in
Section 5.3.5.

Amendments and Flexibility. The Services believethat the Safe-Harbor baseline would be best set at the
highest level possible, and therefore did not select solely theinitial habitat amount.

Comment: At least two reviewers expressed concern about what they characterized as significantly
diminished monitoring and reporting requirements during Phase 11 of the Permit.

Services’ Response: The concept of a"Safe-Harbor" isthe amount of habitat provided that would
equa or exceed the amount which would otherwise be required. This concept is based on the belief that
greater amounts of habitat are beneficial for the affected species. Thisis similar to the habitat-based
approach used throughout the HCP. The Servicesdo not believe that the level of monitoring and reporting
isdiminished, instead, the Servicesbelievethe HCPisappropriately augmented with additional monitoring
requirements at the necessary times. For instance, a considerable amount of owl monitoring occursin the
first 20 years. Thisisaddressed in greater detail in responsesto Monitoring and Reporting. In addition,
the Services notethat aconsi derableamount of monitoring and reporting would continue throughout Phase
I1. Reports would continue to be provided on a decadal basis and would contain estimates of stand
structure amounts, results of watershed monitoring, and summaries of significant actions.

Comment: One reviewer expressed concern that the provisions for Phase Il did not adequately
address the question of habitat reduction by Plum Creek in the event of early termination and questioned
whether the Company would terminate early and be relieved of additiona monitoring and other
requirements applicable to the First Phase of the Permit and then avail itself of Phase Il of the Permit.
Another reviewer recommended that there be no Phase 1l upon early termination of Phasel by Plum Creek.
Some reviewers stated that Phase |1 of the Permit effectively exempted the applicant from any additional
responsibilities to accommodate unlisted species.

Services’ Response: If the Applicant terminates Phase | of the Permit prior to the end of the first
50 years, the basdline for Phase Il would be the greater of the amount of habitat projected to exist at year
50 or the amount of habitat existing at the time of Permit issuance. This should serve as an incentive for
the the Applicant to complete implementation of the first phase. Phase Il would bein effect only aslong
as baseline conditions are met for specific habitat types. Maintenance of these baseline conditions would
be expected to continue to benefit unlisted, aswell aslisted, species. Should unlisted species becomelisted
during either phase of the Permit, they would receive additional protection as described in Section 5.0 of
the HCP.

Comment: Some writers took general issue with the concept of Phase Il and questioned whether
it should be used here at al. One such writer referred to it as a " corporate subsidy" and a "license to
destroy habitat for 100 years." At least two writers suggested that, asan alternative, there be aframework
established for renewal of the Permit.

Services’ Response: The purpose of the second phase of the Permit would be to reduce the
incentive of the Applicant to purposefully limit the utilization of the Planning Areaby listed speciesat the
end of thefirst 50 years. The Services believe that implementation of the HCP may result in increasesin
populations of listed species on its lands, particularly if more or better habitat for listed and unlisted
speciesis voluntarily provided in the Planning Areathan was projected at the outset. If so, the incentive
for the Applicant, absent any special provisions, would be to reduce habitat to levels projected for the end
of the Phase |, particularly if Federal law at that time provides that habitat modification or disturbance
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may be aform of incidental take of listed species. The Services believethat it isin the best interest of the
the Applicant and listed speciesto have apositive incentive to attract and maintain species and to improve
wildlife habitat during and beyond Phase | of the HCP.

In addition, there would be safeguards built into the process designed to ensure that listed speciesremain
adequately protected during Phase |l of the Permit. These safeguardsincludeareview by the Serviceswith
the option of adjusting the Phase 11 baseline and providing guidance regarding methods to minimize
incidental take, or finding that Phase 11 is not available for a certain species because it would appreciably
reduce the likelihood of the continued survival and recovery of that species.

IX. OTHER PLAN ELEMENTS

A. Phase-In Implementation

Comment Summary:

Although no specific commentswerereceived on thistopic, oneindividual remarked that the Plan should
be more conservative during the first few decades and then, in later years, it could be relaxed. This
comment summarized the sentiment found, but not explicitly stated, in many additional comments.

Services Response:

The Services agree with the concept of thiscomment and believe that sufficient safeguards are necessary
during the early implementation of the HCP. Owl deferrals and RHA minimums and interims play an
important rolein thisregard. The Services have also ensured that adequate amounts of monitoring and
reporting would occur early in the Permit period.

B. Inventory and Surveys

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that monitoring schedules should betied to
road building, timber harvesting, and other activities disturbing drainages and watersheds. Two
individuals commented that they felt the description of monitoring protocols is insufficient for
evaluation. A number of commentors addressed population surveys and studies in the context of the
Unlisted Species Agreement. Those comments are summarized and addressed in that section and in the
response to Research below.

Services Response:

The monitoring schedule summarized in Table 31 of the HCP (as revised), was established to ensure
timely reporting of the impact of al of the Applicant’s commercial forest management activities. The
reporting periods are more frequent during the first 20 years of the Permit period in recognition of the
change in conditions projected in the earlier years. The activities scheduled during the first 20 years
would set the stage for habitat conditions throughout the Permit period. Monitoring protocolswould be
determined at the time of the activity to utilize the best methods available to accommodate site-specific
conditions and ensure achievement of the monitoring objectives.

C. Research

Comment Summary:

The WDFW, Y akama Indian Nation, a professor at the University of Washington, and six individuals
(two comments on preprinted cards) commented on research aspects of the HCP. Comments included
that future research from HCP measures should be peer reviewed, urged that additional research be
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conducted for specieslisted inthefutureto determineif additional mitigation measuresarerequired, new
information should be accommodated into changes of the HCP when measures prove faulty, the HCP
is based on inadequate science or is insulated from future science, and support for Plum Creek’s past
contribution in collecting credible scientific data as part of monitoring and research programs. One
commentor suggested that bird survey research to verify Lifeform designations is less important than
evaluating species responses to changes in their environment and urged for surveys of other types of
animals. More detail was requested on the design of amphibian surveys.

Services Response:

The intent of research described in HCP Section 5.4.4 is to address ecosystem management questions
and HCP elements as testable hypotheses which can be investigated with the Forest Service and other
cooperators. The two venues for this research are: (1) reports to the Services during the Permit period,
and (2) peer-reviewed publication of resultsby graduate studentsor principal investigators. Asdiscussed
under Adaptive Management (HCP Section 5.4.2), information from research would be used to determine
if additional mitigation measures are required during the Permit period, as requested by commentors.
The emphasis of the research and monitoring plan for the HCP wasto track and evaluate habitat, rather
than the biology of all speciesoccupyingthe Planning Area. The Servicesfelt that littlewould be gained
from estimating populations if details on habitat condition and trends were lacking. Verification of
Lifeform association with forest structure stagesisafundamental element of the research and monitoring
program. Concernsfor how Lifeform species are affected by silviculture in these structural classes can
beindirectly addressed. Details on survey layout and design for amphibians and other groups were not
specified at this time, pending additional discussions with researchers and statisticians.

D. Databases Used/Created

Comment Summary:

The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that they felt the database contained errors
and omissions, such as out-of-date ownership maps and roaded lands not showing al unroaded areas.
The Washington Environmental Council commented that GIS analysis of large tracts of land must be
accompanied with good ecological information to serve as aworkable tool. One individual felt Plum
Creek should evaluate the success of spotted owls protection based on numbers of owls on their lands
only. Oneindividual commented that he did not like the scale of the maps used in the HCP and DEIS.
One individual on a preprinted card commented that there is inadequate information now to assess
impacts.

Services Response:

The Applicant utilizes a Stand Level Inventory System which is updated annually with data related to
timber stands, roads, and other commercial forest-management-data needs. A request was made for
inventory information from the Forest Service, but theinformation received waseither incompatiblewith
the Applicant’s database or incomplete. As a result the Applicant utilized photo interpretation
techniques to establish stand types on Federal lands and then the Applicant extrapolated from it's own
database to build acomparabl e set of information on other ownerships. For thisreason, theinformation
possessed by the Applicant may vary from other sources of information but the amount of variance is
expected to be minimal and thus, would not materially impact the programmeatic approach of theanalysis
conducted for the HCP. Additionally, provisions have been made under Section 5.3.5 of the HCP to
facilitate information updates. A detailed ecological analysis for the Planning Area is contained in
Technical Report No.7 (Ecological Classification of the HCP Project Area). The scale of the mapsused
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for the HCP was sel ected to allow inclusion of themapsinthe HCP. Larger-scale mapswould have been
cost prohibitive and large-scale distribution of the maps to the public would not have been possible.
Regarding theissue of inadequate information, see the response to Monitoring, Adaptive Management,
Amendments, Level of Flexibility, and Research.

E. Predictions/Models and Sensitivity Analysis

Comment Summary:

TheY akamalndian Nation commented that the model sused inthe HCP aretoo optimistic. TheNational
Audubon Society commented that to use an unproven popul ation simul ation model (RSPF) to “monitor”
the success of the HCP is a cause for concern. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and one
individual suggested that Plum Creek’ smodeling of wildlife habitat isflawed becausethereisno attempt
to predict populations of species, only habitat, they feel FIBRPLAN and RSPF models contain
uncertainties and/or have not yet been validated. The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance commented that
Plum Creek needs to field test its population simulation models. The Washington Environmental
Council commented that Plum Creek should incorporate stochastic eventsin thesimulation models. One
local organization suggested that the models are too simplistic to work in the Planning Area. One
individual commented that the models used in the HCP have never been tested and that many variables
(note: no examples were given) are missing.

Services Response:

The emphasis of the research and monitoring plan for the HCP is to track and evaluate habitat, rather
than the biology of all species occupying the Planning Area. The Services felt that little would be
gained from estimating populations if details on habitat condition and trend were lacking. There
currently areno "proven” modelsfor spotted owl populations. Six other methods and modelsto estimate
"impact" of timber harvest on owl sites were tested in the Planning Area and discarded by the Services
(seelrwin and Hicks 1995, Technical Report No. 6). The RSPF model would be evaluated with density
monitoring in the Planning Area and by applying the model to other landscapesin the area (e.g., larger
Wenatchee National Forest owl population ared). The Services believe that HCPs can include and
incorporate models and concepts that may be empirically derived or "untested” outside of the Planning
Area. Examples include dispersal habitat definitions in the Murray-Pacific HCP and definitions for
"take" around spotted ow! sitesin the Simpson HCP. The Servicesbelievethat implementation of HCPs
with these innovative features provide opportunities to learn by experimentation, with provisions for
correctionsif protection isfound to be inadequate or ineffective. 1n response to concerns about the lack
of modelingto"simulate" catastrophic forest disturbance, the Applicant consulted silviculturistsandfire
ecology experts. The consensusfrom these expertswasthat modeling would not be productive, because
effectsto wildlife would differ dramatically depending on when and where disturbances were modeled
to "occur”. For instance, afire in Forest Service Matrix areas would have a different impact on owl
habitat than alarge-scale fire in Federal Late-Successional Reserves. Maodels used in development of
the HCP wereincorporated from other planning documents (e.g., HCPs, forest plans) or were devel oped
and derived with datafrom the Planning Area. Consequently, the modelsare not viewed by the Services
asbeing "untested" or "optimistic". See also Response to Spotted Owl - Population |mpacts for further
discussion of the use of the RSPF spotted owl model.

F.  Monitoring
Comment Summary:
The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission commented that the HCP should increase monitoring for
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water quality parameters. The WDFW and Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project commented that
the monitoring program waseither inappropriate or inadequate for assessing speciesresponsesto various
forest practices, and they suggested that monitoring should beincreased. The WDFW recommended the
owl model be evaluated by systematic owl monitoring conducted at least three times or each ten years
(two out of three years each time). The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project also stated that
measurable wildlife criteria in the HCP should not just be monitored for compliance, but aso for
effectiveness. Onelocal organization commented that the monitoring emphasis should be on measurable
criteria. Another local organization requested additional monitoring. One individual in the College of
Forest Resources at the University of Washington commented that the “incorporation of significant
monitoring and research is also very appropriate to the adaptive management philosophy as well as a
specific contribution to the Snoqualmie AMA.” One individual commented that the HCP must be
monitored carefully so that the actual status of plantsand animals can be ascertained and the Plan revised
if necessary. Another individual suggested that Plum Creek should monitor in-stream flow to determine
the upstream and downstream requirements for salmonid passage. One individual on apreprinted card
suggested that fish habitat along the Cle Elum River be monitored. Oneindividual complained that the
HCP did not include any description of plans to continue surveying owl populations to verify that the
Plan isworking. Two individuals commented that they felt the description of monitoring protocolsis
insufficient for evaluation. Specifically, they feel the following should be addressed:

1) What isthe response variable to be monitored?

2)  What isthe minimum difference in the response variable deemed biologically important?

3) Whatisthelevel of significance to be used?

4)  What isthe estimated variance associated with the response variable?

5)  What test would be used and what would its power be to detect the minimum differences desired?

Oneindividual commented that monitoring was left too much in the hands of Plum Creek, and another
individual commented that should the one who hasthe most to gain be the oneto writetherulesand aso
be expected to turn themselvesin if the rules are not followed?

Services Response:

Monitoring will be used to verify that stand and landscape objectives and specific prescriptions have
been met. Research and monitoring for purposes of adaptive management is part of the HCP and they
are discussed in HCP Section 5.4.3. Cooperative research and monitoring programs are desired by the
Applicant (see HCP Section 5.4.3.4). The monitoring programs in the HCP are designed to evaluate
habitat amountsand conditionsin the Planning Arearather than species’ populations. Thisisappropriate
in the Services' opinion since there are many independent variables that occur outside of the Planning
Area. These variables are outside of the control of the Applicant, but they nevertheless can influence
species population levels. The most appropraite course of action for the Applicant is to provide the
habitat upon which these speciesdepend. Monitoring of the effectiveness of spotted ow! deferrals and
RSPF model validation would eval uate spotted owl habitat and popul ation predictions during the Permit
period (see FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 5.1.2). The Servicesbelieve moremonitoring isneeded than what
WDFW suggested, particularly during the earlier yearsof the Plan. Additional detailsregarding the owl
monitoring program would be determined through discussion with the Services at the initiation of the
program. Measurable criteriafor ahost of mitigation measures are presented in HCP Section 3.6. The
objective of the spotted owl monitoring program is not for compliance but instead for the effectiveness
of the mitigation measures. Monitoring of water quality parameters would be conducted through
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watershed analysis and reeval uations would occur on aregular schedule (see HCP Table 31). Aquatic
resources monitoring (e.g., temperature) is another example of a measurable criteria that would be
monitored for mitigation measure effectiveness rather than compliance to specific targets. Forestry
typically has little effect on minimum instream flows and if anything increases those flows. Standard
road construction practices of the Applicant would provide for fish passage for roads crossing fish
bearing streams. Lifeform habitat monitoring would evaluate the availability, growth, and suitability of
habitat for al 16 Lifeforms (see HCP Section 5.1.7). Modification of the HCP as a result of new
information, research, or monitoring results is discussed in HCP Section 5.3.2 (Extraordinary
Circumstances) and Section 5.3.5 (Amendments and Flexibility). Species responsesto forest practices
may be studied indirectly by evaluation of the effectiveness of RHA prescriptions on amphibian
populations and small mammal densities in managed old-growth and dispersal forest stages. Details
regarding response variables, biologically important differences, levels of significance, estimated
variances, tests, and power cal culationswould be devel oped by theindividual researchersat thetimethe
studies are designed and implemented. The Serviceswould conduct compliance monitoring and reports
would be made available to the public (see Response to Compliance Monitoring).

G. Reporting

Comment Summary:

The WDFW recommended that the reporting schedul einclude the results of owl monitoring. The Sierra
Club stated that there was not enough monitoring and reporting and recommended the Servicesinclude
additional requirements. They wondered whether the public would have access to monitoring reports.
One local organization recommended that the monitoring and reporting intensity should not decline.

Services Response:

The Services designed the reporting schedul e to be consistent with biological concernsand thegoalsand
objectives of the various monitoring efforts. Rather than have an equal distribution of reporting for owl
monitoring, the Services believe it isimportant to have additional monitoring and reporting during the
earlier years of the Plan. If, during the first 20 years of the Permit period, the owl population is
responding to the removal of habitat to alarger degree than anticipated, the Services desire to have the
ability to detect and respond to that change. This dictated that the Services have frequent reporting at
certain times. For instance, reports on the verification of the owl model would occur four times by year
20. In comparison, little such changein owl habitat is expected between years 40 and 50. The Services
note the concern about the total amount of reporting effort, but believes HCP monitoring and reporting
should be commensuratewith risk. Given the attention to the speciesof primary concern and the habitat-
based approach used for this HCP, the Services believe the level of reporting is appropriate. The
Services further elaborate on this topic in response to comments on Monitoring and Compliance
Monitoring. The periodic reports would be available to the public upon receipt by the Services. The
reporting scheduleis presented in Table 31 in HCP Section 5.1.

H. Compliance Monitoring

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians, Defenders of Wildlife, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project, Washington Environmental Council, and six individuals (one comment
on a preprinted card) commented on compliance monitoring. Commentors either suggested or
guestioned whether the agencieswoul d bereviewing activitiesconducted under the HCP. TheNorthwest
Ecosystem Alliance, the SierraClub, and oneindividual suggested suspending the Permit if the agencies
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did not have the ability to monitor the actions conducted under the Permit. The Puyallup Tribe of
Indians requested annual reports and one individual questioned if there would be auditing. One
individual remarked that Applicant conducted monitoring islikeputting the“fox in charge of the chicken
coop”. One of the individuals requested that the steps be explained.

Services Response:

Applicant monitoring was described in HCP Section 5.1. The Services believe that the proper conduct
of monitoring isimportant. Monitoring isalso expensive. The Services expect the Applicant to conduct
monitoring as a part of the mitigation package. The Services believe it is the duty of the Applicant to
monitor the HCP as directed by regulations implementing the ESA. Thelevel of monitoring should be
commensurate with the levels of uncertainty surrounding the various aspect of the project.

The Services would receive periodic reports from the Applicant containing results of monitoring and
other pertinent information. For instance, sampling to demonstrate that the HCP is being properly
implemented (Implementation Monitoring) would be conducted. Thiswould include conducting post-
harvest cruises on a portion of the harvest units and reporting of habitat levels as projected. Results
Monitoring would also be conducted to demonstrate that certain treatments had the desired result.
Effects Monitoring, such as the owl monitoring outlined in FEIS, Appendix 4, Section 5.1.2 would be
conducted. Additional monitoring associated with watershed analysis would a so be conducted by the
Applicant. The periodic reportswould be available to the public upon receipt by the Services, although
no announcements are likely to be distributed. The reporting schedule is presented in FEIS, Appendix
4, Section 5.1, Table 31.

In addition, the Services would conduct Compliance Monitoring. The Services reserve the right to
perform on-site inspections. The Services also would rely on the reports to guide where Compliance
Monitoring may be most effective. The Services are exploring mechanisms on aprogrammeatic basisto
make use of technological advancements and efficiencies available to effectively conduct Compliance
Monitoring. The intent of the Services is to conduct this compliance monitoring program for forest-
based HCPs in a cost efficient, yet effective, manner. The Services agree with the commentors that
multiple sampling and monitoring programs are necessary to evaluate conditions in the Planning Area.

l. Mitigation

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians suggested that a mitigation fund should be mandatory inthe HCP. The
Sierra Club-Cacades Chapter commented that Plum Creek’s mitigation plan was inadequate for the
Permit period. The Washington Environmental Council stated that the Council members are more
interested in conservation than restoration. Oneindividual wondered if there had been any mention of
Plum Creek donating critical lands to the Nature Conservancy.

Services Response:

The Services believe the monitoring plan isadequate to determineif the objectives of the HCP are being
met. Commercial forest management practices recognize the dynamics of the forest while the
Applicant’s Environmental Principles recognize the need to conserve environmental values. Many
components of the mitigation program areintegral components of the HCP itself, such as the retention
of current amounts of old-growth and protection afforded riparian buffers. These components of the
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mitigation program are discussed in the HCP (Section 3.6). The Services believe that the mitigation
included in the HCP fully compensates for the levels of take expected in the Planning Area. The nature
of the Applicant’s business precludes preservation as a management option. Section 3.7 of the HCP
analyzes the Issuance Criteria for the Permit which addresses the Applicant’s ability to fund the HCP.
Applicant donations of land were not addressed in the HCP.

J.  Assumptions

Comment Summary:

The Forest Service requested an analysis of the indirect effects of the Proposed Action on the goals of
the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) using assumptions consistent with the assumptions used in
development of the NWFP. They further state that many of the habitat associations and definitions of
suitable habitat are different from those used in developing the NWFP. These assumptions may lead to
different conclusions. The WDFW does not believe owls should be assumed to persist in the NWFP
Matrix areas and questioned the assumptions made regarding the SPAMA. The National Audubon
Society referred to the assumptions in the HCP as speculative, and 11 individuals requested that the
assumptions be modified to include a margin of safety or to be more conservative. The Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project believed therewas no basisto assumethat all speciesin Lifeformswould
utilize the secondary habitats to a significant degree. The WDFW suggested no owlswould remainin
Matrix areas.

Services Response:

The Services believe that the habitat definitions and habitat associations are based on information and
resultsgathered in the Planning Areaand are appropriate for the speciesinvolved. Definitions of habitat
used to make projections into the future cannot always utilize the same parameters (e.g., downed logs
or treeswith defects) asavailablefor assessment of current habitats. The Servicesbelievetheappropriate
adjustments have been made in thisregard. Regarding secondary habitats, the Services agree with the
commentor. It cannot be assumed that secondary habitats would fulfill all the needsfor each speciesin
agiven Lifeform. Itisfor that very reason that the Services decided to display the primary habitats and
not just total amounts of suitable habitat in each of these cases. Thisallowsthe reader to understand the
levels of habitat that would be available to a species not able to utilize secondary habitats. In addition,
wherelittle primary habitat was expected, the Services conducted a speci es-by-speciesassessment. This
approach is further described in response to comments under Multi-Species Approach.

The most fundamental operational assumptions involved adjacent and intermingled ownerships. The
assumptions used regarding future management actions were based on ownership and management
designations. Privateand Statelandswere modeled aggressively. Federal landsweremodel ed according
to the NWFP. A primary set of assumptions were used in the modeling efforts regarding the SPAMA,
Matrix, and LSR lands. Based on early feedback from Forest Service personnel, a second set of
assumptions were developed for comparison to the primary set of assumptions. The Forest Service
provided "worst-case" estimates of initiations of treatments, completion of treatments, volumes of
harvest, size classes of trees to be harvested, and general location limitations to harvest. The Services
and the Applicant compared the results of these treatments, in terms of stand-structure classes, to the
primary set of assumptions and determined that the primary set of assumptions were at least as
aggressive acrossthelandscape and differed very little from the results expected under the secondary set.
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K. Multi-owner Coordination

Comment summary:

The Wilderness Society, Sierra Club, and five individuals commented that either the analyses didn't
consider adjacent lands or questioned whether it considered adjacent lands. The intent of these
commentors was to indicate the importance of coordination. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe corrected
the Services and indicated that the referenced study related to the Howard Hanson Dam, a Corps of
Engineer's project. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and one individual indicated that the
Plan should match the prescriptions devel oped by SPAMA.

Services Response:

Private landowners are not expected to match the actions carried out on Federa lands. This is
particularly true where Federal 1and-management activities are still subject to the planning process and
public comment. Private landowners are expected to comply with the ESA and its implementing
regulations. The Servicesmust comply withthe ESA and NEPA , among other guiding laws, regulations,
andtenets. Inthe spirit of these guidelines, which include directionsto consider cumul ative effects, and
driven by the checkerboard pattern of ownership within and around the Planning Area, coordination with
other land managers became a critical portion of the HCP. Data was gathered across all ownerships
within the Planning Areaand surrounding areasaswell. These effortsare described in HCP Section 2.6.
Assumptionswere made by the Applicant on aworst-case scenario, in consultation with the Servicesand
the Forest Service. Together, these actions allowed the estimation of current conditions as well asthe
projection of future actions in a reasonably accurate fashion. The Services believe the level of
coordination that has been achieved could serve as amodel for other similar efforts.

L. Relationship to Management on Federal Lands

Comment Summary:

The WDFW questioned the assumptions made regarding the SPAMA. The Northwest Ecosystem
Alliance suggested that the Applicant should be required to adopt the NWFP ROD. The Sierra Club-
Cascade Checkerboard Project and the Wilderness Society questioned the relationship of the Plan to the
SPAMA Plan, whether it was consistent with that Proposed Plan, and the relationship to other aspects
of the NWFP. One local organization noted that the SPAMA planning is in process and another local
group commented on the need for consistency in assumptions. Another local organization indicated the
HCP and NWFP should be consistent. The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and the Puyallup
Tribe of Indiansindicated that the Plan should be consistent with the NWFP and the same as SPAMA.
Eight individuals remarked on the relationship to the Federal lands. Their remarks were similar and
included that the Plan relies too heavily on the NWFP and SPAMA, the impacts of the HCP to the
Federal lands should be considered, management on private lands should match Federal lands, and that
the plans were not integrated. A petition received from alocal organization noted the checkerboard
ownership pattern. The Northwest Forestry Association indicated the checkerboard pattern is an
operational and analytical nightmare. A member of the Washington House of Representativesindicated
support for the Plan and that the need to consider the rel ationship to Federal lands presented an additional
challenge. A professor in the College of Forest Resources at the University of Washington stated that
the Proposed HCP supplementsthe SPAMA. The Washington Forest Protection Association stated that
the HCP augments the NWFP. Anindividual supported the Plan indicating that it is appropriate when
implemented in concert with the NWFP.
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Services Response:

The Services believe that it was necessary to understand the likely management scenarios on adjacent
lands to adequately plan for thislandscape. The existence of the NWFP and its stated goal's, objectives,
and emphasis statements allowed for an adequate assessment of reasonably foreseeable events. Under
this Plan, the private lands make a contribution which would supplement and not detract from the
management on Federal lands, while allowing the flexibility of different standards and guidelines. The
Plan relates well to the NWFP and does not preclude a number of possible actions including land
exchanges.

M. Federal Lands Take Burden

Comment Summary:

The National Audubon Society, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project, four local organizations, and seven individuals believed that the public and Federal landswere
bearing too much of the conservation burden. They believed that the Federal lands should not bear all
the burden of conservation while private lands are exempted. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project also commented that the Applicant is externalizing costs. An individual commented on the
importance of instream flow monitoring and reporting, but indicated that the Services and not the
Applicant should bear the cost. A professor in the College of Forest Resources at the University of
Washington, supported the HCP and indicated that it is making the appropriate level of contribution
expected of private landowners.

Services Response:

The Services believe that Federal lands must bear the primary responsibility for the conservation of
species and ecosystems. However, these goals are often not possible on Federal lands alone.
Contributions from private lands are often needed as well. Thisis especialy true on a checkerboard
ownership pattern such as exists within the Planning Area. The Services believe that the commitments
made in the HCP are substantial and exceed the ordinary expectations for contributions by private
landowners. In addition, should new information become avail able, the HCP provides for adjustments
which might increase the level of commitment made by the Applicant.

N. Federal Deviations from Management Plans on Federal Lands

Comment summary:

The Y akama Indian Nation questioned why the Applicant would not be required to provide additional
mitigation should achangeinthe NWFP occur. TheNorthwest Indian Fisheries Commission asked what
would be required should the NWFP be weakened. The Defenders of Wildlife also remarked regarding
the "lawless logging rider". The National Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, and the Washington
Environmental Council expressed concern regarding the dependance on the NWFP in spite of the efforts
by Congressinthe Rescission Act. TheWilderness Society suggested that the HCP should be suspended
should the NWFP be weakened. Three local organizations commented on the "logging without law"
rider and one of these explicitly suggested the Applicant should be required to compensate for such
deviations from the NWFP. Eleven individuals (two comments on preprinted cards) indicated that
deviations are possible, Congress is intent upon weakening the NWFP, or stated that owl nests have
already been logged asaresult. Some of these suggested that the Applicant be expected to compensate.
A professor inthe College of Forest Resources at the University of Washington commented on thelong-
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term stability of the NWFP.

Services Response:

The Services are extremely concerned about the effects of deviations from the NWFP. The NWFP was
based on science, and deviationsfrom it may seriously affect the viability of many species. The Services
hope that these short-term deviations would be minimized or would be compensated by other
adjustmentsto management on Federal lands. Moreover, any material change to the NWFP could cause
the reinitiation of consultation under section 7 of the ESA and incidental take would not be permitted
if such achange would cause jeopardy to a species. 1n spite of these potential deviations, the Services
believe the analyses presented in the DEIS remain accurate at the present time for the following reasons:
(2) the Services are not aware of any sales authorized by the Rescission Salvage Logging Rider to the
Rescissions Act and subsequent litigation within the Planning Area; (2) deviations are expected to be
short-term and the Permit period extends to 100 years; and (3) the Services would further explore the
changes to the baseline as result of NWFP deviations and recent harvests as it completes its section 7
analysis at which time more information may be available. 1n spite of the potential for deviations now
and in the future, the implementation of the NWFP is the most likely and only reasonably foreseeable
scenario when analyzing management possibilities for the next 100 years. The Services believe
consideration of the cumulative effects based on the NWFP are sufficient to meet and exceed the
requirements of NEPA.

O. Roadless/Wilderness Areas

Comment Summary:

The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, Defenders of Wildlife, The Wilderness Society, Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Rivers Council of Washington,
Washington Environmental Council, Washington Native Plant Society, 8 local organizations, 95
individual |etters, and 424 preprinted cards (477 signatures) commented that Plum Creek should prohibit
roads and clearcutting in roadless areas and defer al logging until a land exchange with the Forest
Service can protect habitatsin these areas. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project also pointed
out that they thought that the map in the DEIS showing roadless areas was incorrect and stated that
protection of roadless areas is critical to the success of the Northwest Forest Plan and HCP. The
Washington Native Plant Society commented that planned logging in roadless areas would reduce the
effective patch size of interior old-growth ecosystems, endangering special environmental conditions.
Oneindividual in the College of Forest Resources at the University of Washington commented that he
hopes the roadless issue raised by some environmentalists does not inappropriately cloud an evaluation
of Plum Creek’s HCP which is appropriately focused upon stewardship of wildlife and fish resources.
Oneindividual, on apreprinted card, suggested the Plan should enforce exclusion of motorized vehicles
from wilderness and another, the need for more wildernessin general.

Services Response:

The Servicesrecognizethewildlife valuescontained in the subject roadlessareas. Dueto the uncertainty
of the size and timing of exchanges with the Forest Service, the Applicant has not included exchanges
and deferrals as a mandatory component of the HCP. This same uncertainty, together with current
regulatory constraints on forest management activities, precludesthe Applicant from deferring harvest
activitiesin all roadless areas. The Applicant has indicated awillingness to consider deferring on-the-
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ground activitiesin most of the unroaded areas provided the A pplicant was assured regul atory flexibility,
offered by the ITP, to harvest in other areas and if real progress is being made to consummate a land
exchange within a 3-year period. Reduced harvesting in roadless areas (i.e., in biologically desirable
areas) remains an option in all alternatives. Should exchanges become a reality, nothing in the HCP
would preclude such an exchange provided the exchange was consi stent with HCP goal s and objectives.
Figure 1 in the DEIS has been modified to more accurately reflect roadless conditions within and in
proximity to the Planning Area. See aso response to Federal Deviations from Management Plans on
Federal Lands. Management or expansion of Wilderness Areas are beyond the scope of this project.

P. Land Exchanges

Comment Summary:

TheNorthwest | ndian Fisheries Commision, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Puyallup Tribeof Indians, Sierra
Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, Wilderness Society, Washington Environmental Council,
Washington Native Plant Society, one local conservation organizations, and 17 individuals (three
commentson preprinted cards) commented onissuesregarding land exchanges. Commentsincluded that
the DEIS does not indicate which lands in the 1-90 corridor are being considered for exchange or what
criteriaare being used to identify exchange areas, |and exchange should beamajor goal of theHCP, land
exchange is one mechanism that could allow Plum Creek to continue their harvest of forests without
making ancient forestsinto glorified crops, the HCP does not adequately acknowledge and plan for land
exchange as a way to minimize taking of endangered species, support for Plum Creek’ s receptiveness
to land exchanges, recommendation that a good faith effort to pursue land exchanges, sales, and
donations be a condition of the Permit, the Forest Service should purchase private checkerboard lands,
and urged that the Plan include land exchanges or outline alternatives for exchange. Commentors
suggested that harvest be deferred or NRF, FD, and riparian buffers maintained to federal standardsin
areas proposed for exchange. One commentor noted that without a land exchange, it would be
impossible for the HCP goals (scientifically credible and comprehensive) to be met. One commentor
suggested that the Forest Service acquire and consolidate a several mile wide corridor along the path of
the Pecific Crest Trail. Changes to land ownership from future land exchanges should be considered
in models used in environmental impact analyses.

Services Response:

The Applicant addresses impacts of land exchange in Section 5.3.4 of the HCP. Land exchanges are
apart of acontinuing dial ogue between the Applicant and the Forest Service. At thistime both parties
are analyzing amajor land exchangein the Planning Area. However, the size and timing of exchanges
could not be reasonably forecasted, therefore such exchanges are not included in the HCP. The HCP
goals and objectives were designed to be achieved without benefit of aland exchange. See responseto
Roadless/Wilderness Areas.

X.  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Comment Summary:

Two members of the Washington House of Representatives supported the level of public comment and
the extra efforts to invite public comment. One local group and a petition cited the unavailability of
documents. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe complained about the delays in receiving technical papers.
Two individuals complained about delays in receiving documents. Severa individuals also remarked
that there was a lack of documents at the Central Washington University. The Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project also commented on the availability of documents. A local group indicated public
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involvement would be absent in the future. The Washington Forest Protection Association believed the
public involvement process was very open. Oneindividual believed the public involvement was poor.
The Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission questioned whether the annual reports would be available
to the public. In general, many people believed the Government closures (commonly referred to as
“furloughs’), contributed to delaysin receiving documents and to the Services' ability to respond to the
needs of the public.

Services Response:

The HCP was announced in the Federal Register on November 17 and again on November 24 and was
preceded by anewsrelease with aresulting number of articles(e.g., front page of TacomaNews Tribune
October 30, 1995). The Services exceeded all guidance on length of comment period, staffed the
telephoneswith "critical" personnel during thefurlough, and extended the comment period an additional
two weeks.

The Services believe that providing a comment period which lasted from November 17 to January 22
was sufficient. NEPA requires a45-day comment period and section 10 of the Endangered Species Act
requires but 30-day comment periods. The Services believe that having provided more time than is
required and moretimethan iscustomary for the Department of Interior regarding environmental impact
statements, in conjunction with the aggressive outreach program, that the needs of the public to comment
on this type of undertaking has been satisfied. The Services recognize the documents are large and the
concepts are often complex. Therefore, key components of the documents were constructed to provide
thereader with aready source of information. For example, HCP Section 3.6 covers mitigation measures
and measurable criteriain asuccinct and direct format, HCP Table 30 displays the stand structures for
each decade on the Applicant’ slands aswell asall ownershipswithin the Planning Area, and, lastly, the
Executive Summary of the draft EIS provides a series of tables displaying components of alternatives
and their anticipated impacts.

The Services regret any delays in distribution. Those persons on the distribution list should have
received their copies prior to November 10. Other persons usually received copies of documents with
afew days of requests. The exceptions are duly noted. Delays and unavailability of Technical Reports
isamoot issue. Thesewere not part of the application package or the NEPA document. The Applicant
did choose to enhance the publics ability to learn more about many of the issues by making these
productsavailableat no cost. Inaddition, asnoted inthe November 17 Federal Register, these Technical
Reports were made available at a number of local and regional libraries. The Central Washington
University Library haswritten aletter which clarifiesthe confusion on their part in properly processing
these documents and apologized that the documents were largely unavailable until late in the comment
period. Individual Technical Reports were also distributed by the Applicant to interested parties
reguesting them. Anaverage of 15-20 copiesof each Technical Report were distributed through the mail
as aresult of these requests.

Future public involvement may occur in several ways. Any major amendment to the Plan (an
amendment which would increase the level of take or significantly alter the level of impacts) would be
subject to additional NEPA review. In addition, periodic reportswould be submitted to the Servicesand
these would be available to the public upon request.

A. Peer Review

Comment Summary:

The WDFW disagreesthat peer review should be required in the event of Extraordinary Circumstances
and they believe it may cause unnecessary delaysin action. The Y akama Indian Nation requested peer
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review for the research behind the Plan. The Defenders of Wildlife requested independent scientific
review. National Audubon Society requested review of models and assumptions. The Northwest
Ecosystem Alliance, the SierraClub-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and onelocal organization requested
that the HCP or the next version of the HCP receive peer review. The Sierra Club and one local
organization, with attached petition, requested the names and/or comments of the peer reviewers. One
local organization requested ongoing peer review of the HCP. Furthermore, they strongly insisted upon
"blind peer review". Itisironic that the persons most supportive of blind peer review were aso the most
insistent regarding obtai ning the names and phone numbers of peer reviewers. Ten individualsrequested
more rigorous peer review or questioned the level of peer review. Oneindividual suggested peer review
for monitoring efforts and wondered who would be involved. A member of the Washington House of
Representatives supported the use of scientifically credible peer review in this process.

Services Response:

The Applicant initiated peer review of a number of Technical Reports describing its attempts at data
accumulation, surveys, research, and assessments of situations such as limiting factors. Peer review
comments were solicited from over 50 scientists. Services personnel reviewed and approved thelist of
peer reviewers. It was determined that each Technical Reports had a balanced set of scientists with
expertise in that particular subject area. Services personnel also reviewed each of these Technical
Reports. The HCP and DEIS were reviewed by a humber of Federal and State agency personnel on
severa occasions before being released to the public. Thesereviewsincluded staff with expertiseinthe
fields of wildlife, fisheries, and forestry, with special emphasis on endangered species such as spotted
owls. The Services support the use of peer review. However, it must be noted that this processinvolves
the often voluntary actions of anumber of scientists with ongoing responsibilitiesin their current jobs.
Peer review under normal situations places a tremendous burden on their persona or job-related
workloads. Because of this, and Privacy Act requirements, the Services would not release the names,
addresses, or phone numbers of peer reviewers without their permission. The Services believe release
of these names would compromise the cooperative nature of peer review by placing additional burdens
onthose people. The Servicesare disappointed that the Applicant was persuaded by alocal organization
to release the names of thereviewers. In regard to the comments made by the WDFW, the Services note
that, in the event of Extraordinary Circumstances, the necessary actions would be taken without delay
and this would be followed by peer review as discussed in the Implementation Agreement (Appendix
10 in the HCP).

B. Public Input

Comment Summary:

Two members of the Washington House of Representatives believed the level of communication was
very good. The Washington Forest Protection Association believed the effort reached out to adiverse
group. The Northwest Ecosystem Alliance suggested that the public have input regarding future reports
and amendments. The Sierra Club suggested the use of public input regarding peer review, monitoring,
and amendments. The Washington Environmental Council requested additional details regarding the
modelsto be made available for public comment. Oneindividual requested greater publicinput into the
monitoring program. Anocther individual remarked that the level of public input was poor.

Services Response:
The Serviceswould seek additional input as required by law and where major changes occur in the Plan
or implementing procedures whereit is either in the best interest of the public or where the Services can
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benefit from the receipt of additional comment. Monitoring results and annual reports would be
available for public inspection. The Services note that the subject documents have and are undergoing
public review and that the scientific underpinnings in the form of the Technical Reports have been
subject to peer review. The Services believe these are adequate and appropriate.

C. Release of Information

Comment Summary:

The Wenatchee National Forest requested additional information on sightings and occupied habitat of
sensitive species. The Sierra Club-Cacades Chapter requested better access to data and stated that
feasibility data should be released to demonstrate the range of alternatives. The Sierra Club also
suggested that the scal e of maps should belarger and include species habitats and range maps. Onelocal
organization regquested that they be given the ability to review the comments. Another local organization
and attached petition requested better maps be provided to the public. Anindividual asked whether they
would be given results of monitoring so that the public could audit those results. Another individual
requested the scientific literature upon which the Plan is based. The Washington Forest Protection
Association stated that the Applicant hasmade avail ableitsscientific findingsfor usein the devel opment
of alternative rule-makings at the State level with regard to spotted owls. A number of commentors
included a desire to have locations of threatened and endangered species made available to the public.
Oneindividual remarked that the documents included excellent maps.

Services Response:

The Services have included summaries of the comments herein. Actual comments are available upon
request. All of the data used by the Services are available upon request, but the vast majority of such
information is already embodied in the HCP, DEIS, or the Technical Reports aready distributed to the
public. The Services agree that the maps provided by the Applicant in the documents, particularly the
HCP and the Technical Reports, have made the Plan and the underlying principles easier to understand.
The Services note that threatened and endangered species locations are closely guarded by the Services
and the WDFW. Strict protocols are in effect to limit the distribution and potential abuse of such
information. Seethe Responseto Guilding and Predictions/M odel s/Sensitivity Anaysisfor why species
habitats and range maps are not included in the HCP. In regard to the release of feasibility data for
analysis of alternatives, see the Response to Range of Alternatives.

XI.  SECTION 7 CONSULTATION ISSUES

Comment Summary:

Anindividual remarked that the baselineisunknown and that thejeopardy level should be better defined.
He remarks that research done by the Applicant does not indicate whether the population of northern
spotted owlsin the Planning Areaisincreasing or decreasing or whether it is approaching a threshold
fromwhichit might not be ableto recover. The WDFW and anindividua believe the assessment of take
for owls presented in the HCP and the DEIS is inaccurate. The Yakama Indian Nation believes that
greater than 50 owl siteswill be taken during the course of the Permit period. The Sierra Club-Cascade
Checkerboard Project, onelocal organization, and anindividual indicated they had concern that the HCP
may cause jeopardy for the owl. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project and one individual
believe the Plan may cause jeopardy for other speciesaswell. The Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project and one local organization remarked that take was not estimated for species other than spotted
owls. The Defenders of Wildlife questioned why the Federal government is allowing changes to the
section 7 consultation process and in particular why the "no jeopardy" standard changed per the
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Implementation Agreement.

Services Response:

The Services believe that sufficient baseline information was provided in the DEIS to satisfy the
requirements of NEPA, see Chapter 3.0 of the DEIS. The Services Biological Opinion would contain
additional information regarding the baseline for the covered species. Jeopardy is defined in 50 CFR
402.02. That definition reads as follows: " Jeopar dize the continued existence of* means to engage in
an action that reasonably would be expected, directly or indirectly, to reduce appreciably the likelihood
of both the survival and recovery of alisted speciesin the wild by reducing the reproduction, number,
or distribution of that species. The Serviceswould continueto adhereto that definition. Thereferenced
portion of thel A, Section 9 (entitled Findings), is preceded with the following statement in the draft | A:
"The following findings would not become final until after the opportunity for public comment on the
HCP and related documents. They areincluded herefor illustration only during the comment period”.
The Services believe the reader did not understand that this was a preliminary example of the text of a
finding rather than a definition. As stated above, the Services do not intend to change the definition of
jeopardy or the"no jeopardy” standard. Inresponseto comments, arevised estimate for take of northern
spotted owls has been incorporated into this document based on afurther analysis. Those estimatesand
discussions regarding the attendant impacts can be found in Section 4.8.1.1. Whether or not jeopardy
islikely would be addressed in the Services' consultation/conferencing documents under section 7 of the
ESA. Thisdetermination would be made before any Permitisissued. The Services have not determined
at this point that the HCP would avoid jeopardy for all species. However, the Services should point out
that the HCP was designed to avoid jeopardy of all species and was designed with particular emphasis
on owls. Revised take estimates based on further analysis by the Services may be forthcoming at the
time the section 7 consultation is completed.

XIl. ESA SECTION 10 PERMIT ISSUANCE CRITERIA

Comment Summary:

The Northwest | ndian Fisheries Commission, the Defenders of Wildlife, National Audubon Society and
alocal chapter, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, Wilderness Society, Washington Native Plant Society,
the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, three local organizations, and five individual signersto
four sets of comments, raised variousissues regarding the section 10 issuance criteria. Comments most
frequently expressed the opinion that one or more of the criteria were not fulfilled by the proposed
application, and that a Permit should not be issued. The Defenders of Wildlife believe HCPs should
advance speciesrecovery. Although thethree most singled-out criteriawere the Jeopardy Standard, the
Minimization and Mitigation Duty of the Applicant, and Incidental Take definition, all requirementsfor
Permit issuance are dealt with below.

Services Response:

The Incidental Take Permit issuance criteriaare stated in section 10(a)(2)(B) of the ESA and at 50 CFR
17.22(b)(2), and 50 CFR 17.32(b)(2) and are incorporated here by reference. In some of the letters
received, these criteriawere restated incorrectly, or applied out of context, accounting for a substantial
amount of the controversy asto whether a permit might be issued on this draft application. A decision
has not been made yet in this regard, but, the decision to issue a permit would depend inextricably on
the permit applicant meeting the criteria stated in the sections cited above. This meansthat to issue the
Permit, the decision-maker would have to find the following:
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A. Incidental Take

The taking would be incidental, (to and not the purpose of, the carrying out of an otherwise lawful
activity). Many commentors asserting this criterion could not be found, miscast the word “incidental”
as meaning “occasiona” or “in small part.” However, when taken with the statement included above
from section 10(a)(1)(B), “incidental” means “ occurring during the course of, but not as the purpose of
carrying out another legal activity.” In the case of the present Proposed Action, the “otherwise legal
activity” is the management of the subject Planning Area for commercial timber production. Thus
“incidental take” does not necessarily imply a quantitative determination of take. Nor does a certain
level of take short of the Jeopardy standard (stated below) necessarily preclude permit issuance.

B. Applicant’s Duty to Mitigate

The Applicant would, to the maximum extent practicable, minimize and mitigate the impacts of such
taking. Again, from the language contained in public comments, it appears reviewers have
misunderstood the application of thiscriterion in reviewing an application for an Incidental Take Permit.
The most common misconceptions revealed in public comments regarding this criterion involved: ( a)
thelinkage between the Applicant and the “ maximum extent practicable’ standard; and (b) exactly what
gets “minimized and mitigated.” Some commentors misstated the criteria as maximum extent
“possible,” whichisclearly incorrect and entirely changesthe sense of what isrequired of the Applicant.
“Practicability” refers to economic and operationa feasibility for the Applicant in the context of the
activitiesit proposes under the requested Permit. Sincethe Applicant isproposing to do the minimizing
and mitigating, practicability isnot an objective parameter. Many commentors also stated that the HCP
must minimize and mitigate the take or the effects to the species, rather than the impacts of the take.
Again, these mistaken restatements of what isrequired of an I'TP Applicant can completely undermine
areviewer’s understanding of what comprises an adequate application package.

C. Adequate Funding Assured

The Applicant would ensure that adequate funding for the HCP would be provided. The implementing
regulations add the following: “and procedures to deal with unforseen circumstances would be
provided.” At first blush, the adequate funding provision appeared relatively uncontroversial among
reviewers. Some writers suggested the Applicant should be required to make a stronger showing of
commitment to funding the HCP. Some even suggested the Applicant be required to post a bond to
ensure its commitment as has been done in other regions of the country in other planning processes.

The Servicesrespond that posting abond or establishing mitigation trust funds has most frequently been
used in HCP projects where the underlying proposal involved permanently converting habitat to a
nonhabitat condition. That situation is inapposite here, where although habitat may be modified, the
proposal does not envision permanent conversion. As a result, the Services are confident in the
agreements they negotiated with this Applicant asthey are captured in the Implementation Agreement.
That agreement includesthe A pplicant’ sassurance that the HCPwoul d be adequately funded throughout
its duration. In this regard, the Services have requested and the Applicant has agreed to periodically
report its financial condition to assure the Services of its continuing ability to meet its HCP
commitments. The IA has been modified accordingly to include periodic financial reports. See aso
responses to Funding.

Thehandling of Unforeseen Circumstancesin the proposal isfounded onwritten Departments of | nterior
and Commerce policy interpreting the ESA, and is handled as a separate topic in this appendix.
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D. NoJeopardy

Thetaking would not appreciably reducethe likelihood of the survival and recovery of the speciesin the
wild. Thisisarestatement of the Jeopardy standard. Not only must thisfinding be made under section
10 of the ESA, but the Serviceswould berequired to undergo asimilarly rigorous analysis under section
7, during intra-Service consultation on the Proposed Action of issuing the requested Permit. See
response to section 7 consultation issues. Finaly, the Jeopardy issue is important also because of its
linkagetothe Extraordinary Circumstancesprovisions. That topiciscovered under HCPImplementation
topicsin this appendix.

E. Other Measures

Comment Summary:

Under the catch-all topic of “Further Measure,” the Services received a variety of comments from the
Defenders of Wildlife, the Checkerboard Project, and others. Included were commentsthat the Services
should have asked for “further measures.”

Services Response:

The measures, if any, required under subparagraph (A)(iv) would be met; and (the Secretary) has
received such other assurances as he may require that the HCP be implemented. The HCP incorporates
additional species-specific monitoring to ensure jeopardy is avoided and the Services require the
Applicant to sign the Implementation Agreement (1A) to ensure implementation of the HCP. The
Services do not believe that any further measures are needed per section 10(a)(2)(B)(5).

XIll. MISCELLANEOUS

A. Permit and Issuance Process

Comment Summary:

Oneindividua stated that the Services should have provided a more explicit description of the section
10 Permit process and another stated the Services should have included a copy of the Permit in the
package that was provided for review.

Services Response:

The actual Permit is not prepared until well after the public processis completed. The Permit itself is
far lessinformative than the components to the application that are provided for public review. Finally,
in the context of this project, the Services do not believe there is a need to explain the context of ITP
issuance in a different manner than appeared in Section 1.0 of the DEIS. Should the public desire
additional information on this subject they should contact the Services.

B. Technical Reports Associated with the HCP

Comment Summary:

The Servicesreceived anumber of comments pertaining to the Applicant’ s Technical Reports associated
with the HCP.

Services Response:

Commentsregarding Technical Reports have been forwarded to the Applicant. Reviewersarereminded
that Technical Reports are not a component of the NEPA or HCP documents; however, the subject of
many of those comments were addressed under the appropriate topic.
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C. Typographical Errors and Ambiguity
Comment Summary:
Oneindividua remarked that typos and ambiguity can have big meaning.

Services' Response:
The Services agree and have made an effort to correct errors and eliminate ambiguity to the maximum
extent possible.

D. Incorporation by Reference

Comment Summary:

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians endorsed some of the comments made by the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission. The Wilderness Society incorporated the comments of the Checkerboard Project. The
Washington Environmental Council concurs with the Audubon Society and the Wilderness Society. The
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance supported the comments made by the Cascade Checkerboard Project and
the Audubon Society. The Mountaineers referenced portions of comments made by the Wilderness
Society, The Checkerboard Project, and the National Audubon Society. Ridge supported the comments
of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Fraser, Ms. Tanke, the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard Project, and the Y akama
Indian Nation. Ms. Tanke supported the comments make by the Sierra Club-Cascade Checkerboard
Project.

Services' Response: The Servicesrecognizethe concurrencewith other comments. Comment summaries
contained herein by topic only reflect those comments submitted by the origina commentor.

E. Specific Areas

Comment Summary:

A number of commentors, in letters or on cards, addressed specific locations, inside and outside the
Planning Area and some locations unknown to the Services and the Applicant. These remarks included
"protect areas along Carbon River, South of Sumner", ""Please save Scatter Creek Trails', "French Cabin
Creek hashad past logging near Stream™. Oneindividual commented that “ Plum Creek drainage’ deserves
careful protection.

Services' Response:

The Services recognize the publics concern for particular sites, especially those sites with which they are
familiar. The Services note that thisis not a site-specific management plan, but encompasses 170,000
acres of the Applicant’sland. All areaswithin the Planning Area are addressed by this Proposed Action.
The Servicesfurther note that riparian areas will be addressed as described earlier in thisdocument. The
Services believe the latter commentor has misinterpreted the term “Plum Creek” to be a physical feature
in the Planning Area. Instead, this term is a part of the Applicant’s Company name (i.e., Plum Creek
Timber Company, L.P.).

F. Remarks Regarding Destruction

Comment Summary:

A number of commentors remarked on this topic using the pre-printed cards to make statements such as
"stop wrecking everything”.
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Services' Response:
These comments were too general and beyond the scope of NEPA to warrant response.

G. Revestment, History of Plum Creek Timber Company and Railroads, Tax Status,
and Violations

Comment Summary:

A number of commentors remarked on thesetopics. Oneindividual remarked that these topicswere better

|eft for another arena.

Services' Response:
The Servicesagreewith thelatter comment. Regarding violations, the Servicesnotethat violations, should
they occur, will be dealt with according to the governing laws and regulations.

H. Past Practices

Comment Summary:

One individual commented that no one is exempt from worrying about old-growth because of the
irresponsible practices of the past.

Services Response:

The HCP recognizes the contribution of old-growth stands in meeting the habitat needs of late
successional dependent species. See above responsesto Amount of Harvest, Rotation Age, and Harvest
Schedule.

l. Obligation to Future Generations and Expense to Business

Comment Summary:

The Services received a number of statements that pertained to this topic. Generally, these comments
encouraged consideration of long-term ecol ogical and economic viability and the conservation of resources
for futuregenerations. A portion of these went further to suggest that these actionswere necessary in spite
of the expense or impacts upon the Applicant.

Services' Response:

Whilethe Services agreewith maintai ning long-term ecol ogical and economic viability and themanagement
of resources for all peoples and future generations, most of these comments were beyond the scope of
NEPA.

J. Preserve Gene Pool of Plants and Animals

Comment Summary:
An individua made the suggestion summarized in the title of this topic.

Services' Response:
The Services concur with that statement asagoal, and have incorporated that philosophy throughout their
actions.
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K. Suggestions Regarding Federal Lands

Comment Summary:

A comment was received regarding the SPAMA plan. One pre-printed card indicated that "it's time for
logging to start supporting itself and quit running over public lands' and another that "the Government
should increase the costs charged to timber companies for cutting of any and all timber on forest lands to
equal or exceed the prices paid to private partiesfor cutting their trees’. Several commentswere received
regarding management of Wilderness Aress.

Services' Response:

The Services forwarded the SPAMA comments to the Forest Service. The remaining comments were
beyond the scope of this NEPA effort because they deal with management of Federal lands and Federa
timber. This Plan only addresses management occurring on private lands owned by the Applicant. See
also Roadless/Wilderness response.

L. State Regulations

Comment Summary:

A chapter of the Audubon Society commented that the Proposed Planis"littlemorethan” Stateregul ations,
and the Washington Environmental Council commented similarly saying the HCP and DEIS fail to
acknowledge that State regulations would not be effective for wildlife protection.

Services' Response:
The Services note that many components of the Proposed Plan exceed State regul ations specifically for the
protection of wildlife.

M. Pack Forest Accord

Comment Summary:

A professor at the University of Washington, College of Forest Resources, commented that Plum Creek
hasfollowed the basic principleslaid out in the Pack Forest accords. Hefurther statesthat thereisamajor
emphasis in the HCP on the protection and enhancement of riparian zones which is where many believe
private landowners should be focusing their stewardship.

Services' Response:

The Services were not a party to the above mentioned workshop and discussion paper. However, the
Services are supportive of efforts by the timber industry to work cooperatively toward wildlife
conservation.

N. Applicant's "Environmental Principles™
Comment Summary:
Oneindividua encouraged the A pplicant to continueto follow these principleswhileanother remarked that

their effortsin “New Forestry” and stewardship were effective and should continue.

Services' Response:
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The Services recognize those comments.
O. Grow Hemp

Comment Summary:
Oneindividual suggested onapre-printed card that the A pplicant consider hemp production, instead of tree
production.

Services' Response:

Because the Services and Applicant’s policies preclude actions which violate laws and regulations, the
Services assume that the commentor is referring to recent efforts at developing nonnarcotic hemp. In
addition, hempisshade-intolerant. The Servicesbelieve growing hemp would requiresignificant overstory
remova which would be detrimental to streams and other habitats. Native wildlife are adapted to forest
environments and most species would not find usable habitat in such fields. The Services believe this
comment was therefore beyond the scope of this project.
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APPENDIX 3

Summary of Action Itemsin the
Habitat Conservation Plan

CHANGESTO HCP IN RESPONSE TO PUBLIC

COMMENT
WETLANDS
Section 3.4.1.1 Increased buffer size on nonforested wetlands and bogs greater than 5 acres to
100-foot minimum and 200-foot average which is significantly above State
Regulations of a 25-foot minimum and 50-foot average.
Section 3.4.1.2 Increased restrictions to preclude more than one entry every 50 years, addressed

protection for wetlands near streams, increased the size and amount of |eavetrees,
and restricted use of ground-based equipment.

SPECIAL HABITATS
Section 3.4.3 Defined caves and increased the buffer around them from 25-feet to 100-feet.
Also added that the 100-foot buffer would be managed to approximate FD habitat.

Section 3.4.5 Added Seeps and Mineral Springs. Described desired activities within 200 feet
and the objectives of the resulting habitat.

Section 3.4.6 Added harvest method and desired condition of Ponderosa pine stands.

INTERIM AND MINIMUM GUIDELINES FOR RHASs

Section 3.3.3.1 For perennial, nonfish-bearing streams, the Plum Creek added a 30-foot zone
near the stream where ground-based equipment is prohibited. The Plum Creek
also added or extended the 100-foot buffer above 5,000 foot € evation on the east
side of the Cascades for all 303(d) streams, and where bull trout or anadromous
fish habitat is a concern.

NESTING PROTECTION

Multiple Sections  For the spotted owl, marbled murrelet, and northern goshawk (Sections 3.2.1.1;
3.2.1.2; 3.5.2.4; 3.6.1; and 3.6.2), established a 0.25-mile radius circle around
known nest sites from March 1 to August 31 to ensure no disturbance during the
nesting season.
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OWL MONITORING
Section 3.6.1
and5.1.2 M odified the scope of owl monitoring from demographic surveys (Sections 3.6.1

and 5.1.2) at only deferral sites to RSPF model and deferral validation surveys
distributed across the Planning Area. Owl monitoring will occur during 2-year
periods culminating in reports in years 2, 10, 15, 20, and 40 for a total of 10
survey years. Sample areas will encompass about 10 to 15 percent of the
Planning Area. The number of nest sitesfound will be compared to RSPF model
projections and will be used to determine “trigger points’ for actions under
Adaptive Management.

STREAM TEMPERATURE MONITORING
Section 5.1.6 Increased stream temperature monitoring from two to five years.

ROAD MANAGEMENT
Section 3.2.1.3 Allowed some Phase || BMPsto be included in Phase | to better protect certain
prime habitat types (e.g., wet meadows and avalanche chutes).
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APPENDIX 4

Changesto Plum Creek’s
Dr aft Cascades Habitat Conservation Plan

Table of Contents:
53 IMPLEMENTATION AGREEMENT
5.3.3 Safe Harbor
5.3.3.1 Background
5.3.3.2 Basdline
5.3.3.3 Impacts
5.3.3.4 Alternatives

Section 1.2.2.2 Major Subbasins:
Figure 3 changed to reflect correct western boundary of the HCP. Seethe end of Appendix 4 for revised
Figure 3.

Section 1.5.1 The Northwest Forest Plan

pg. 64; Table 4 (DEIS Table 5) has been modified to more accurately reflect the acres by ownershipin
the Designated Areas and Matrix as outlined in the Northwest Forest Plan. Seethe end of FEIS Section
2.0 for arevised edition of this table.

Section 1.6 Consistency With Federal Programs:

pg. 72; second paragraph, last sentence:

For example, although the DCA management strategy outlined in the final draft Recovery Plan (Lujan
et a. 1992b) has been superseded by the Northwest Forest Plan, the HCP would support opportunities
for owlsto disperse into and between the four DCAsin the Planning Area (i.e., WD-7, WD-8, WD-39,
and WD-40), by providing adequate foraging and dispersal habitat in all riparian corridors in the
Planning Area. The HCP would aso provide NRF habitat to supplement owl sites on Federal lands.

Section 1.8 Land Access:

pg. 76; first sentence:

For the landscape and habitat analysis in the HCP, Plum Creek assumed that it had access to all
Company lands and that timber on those lands was available for harvest. Thisincludes access through
harvest deferral areas to non-deferral stands.

Section 2.3 Stand Structur e Classification System:

pg. 83; first paragraph, second sentence:

7)  Theage of these standsisless than 200 years and they, although these stands can occur naturally
as dense, large diameter trees, most of them have been selectively harvested.
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Section 2.4 Spotted Owl Habitat Types:

pg. 84; third paragraph:

2) High quality Type C (marginal) habitat ean may serve as NRF habitat in the eastern Cascades;
whereas, mid-to low- quality Type C habitat generally provides at most, FD habitat at the stand
level;

pg. 86; fifth paragraph:

3) Plum Creek would also, where practicable, set aside small (i.e., less than 5 acres) clumped,
forestedrareas of older forest which would serve as* stepping stoneswithin FD habitat” to enhance
juvenile dispersal across the Planning Area.

pg. 87; ninth paragraph, first sentence:

Plum Creek devel oped anew definition of dispersal habitat for the east side of the Cascades(i.e., FMAZ
2 through 4) based on forest characteristics measured on more than 666 944 plots taken at |ocations of
radio-tagged breeding adult spotted owls (Hicks and Stabins 1995; Section 2.4).

Section 2.6.5.1 Primary Assumptionson Federal Lands:
pg. 95; third paragraph, under assumption 5:
0 harvest activities will not alter stantd-struetare forest class (Jensen 1995); and

Section 2.10.1.1 Literature Review:

pg. 103; first paragraph, fourth sentence:

The northern spotted owl is one of three subspecies of spotted owls recognized by the American
Ornithologists Union (JehnsgarecAOU 1988).

Section 2.10.1.1 Age and Sex Characteristics:

pg. 103; The following change was made because the section does not discuss sex characteristics of
spotted owls:

Age and-Sex Characteristics

Section 2.10.1.1 Nesting and Breeding:
pg. 109; second paragraph, last sentence:
Finally, physical contact, as exemplified by mutual preening of feathers, also serves to strengthen pair
bonds (Forsman and-Whight Wight 1979).

pg. 109; third paragraph, fourth sentence. Clarification of citation use:

Rather than build their own nest, spotted owls often modify existing structures{Btichanan1991). Fotr
Five types of nest structures are used: broken tree-top cavities, lateral tree cavities, abandoned raptor
stick nests, large horizontal branches, and debris platforms including mistletoe clumps.

Section 2.10.1.3 Factors Affecting Population Dynamics, Predation and Competition:

pg. 113; first paragraph, first sentence:

Key predators of spotted owls include the great horned ow! {Bube-vitrgirands), northern goshawk, and
red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) (Lujan et al. 1992a).

pg. 114; fifth sentence:
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In astudy of 26-spetted-owtsand infection levels by round worms, flat worms, and spiny-head worms
in 20 spotted owls, Hoberg et a. (1989) found that more than 80 percent of the birds were infected with
at least one worm species.

Section 2.10.1.4 Plum Creek’s Spotted Owl Surveys, Spotted Owl Ecology in the Planning Area:
pg. 116 second paragraph fourth sentence:

easeadeerest— Infact, spotted owl plannlng circles(i.e.,, 1.8-mile radl us) overlap intwo areasthat Cross
the 1-90 corridor. The first is near Humpback Creek, west of the Cascade crest, and the second is near
Easton Ridge, east of the Cascade crest.

Section 2.10.1.4 Plum Creek’s Spotted Owl Surveys:

pg. 119; third paragraph, third sentence:

Demographics

Owlsontheeast side of thecrest...tend to have higher productivity levels(i.e., they often nest every year,
have lower nest failure rates, and eften may raise up to three young).

pg. 127; sixth paragraph, first sentence:

Home Range Analysis

Habitat selection in relation to availability within the home range of 15 individua spotted owlsin the
Planning Area was evaluated by Plum Creek (Herter-aneHHieks1995 Hicks et al. 1995).

Section 2.10.2.1 Literature Review:
pg. 138; third paragraph, third sentence:
The population size of murrelets within the Plum Creek HCP boundary is unknown, but it is believed

to be instgnifieant small.

Habitat characteristics

pg. 141; sixth paragraph:

The total predicted amount of suitable murrelet habitat (i.e., habitat located below the silver fir zone),
based on 1988 satellite imagery, is approximately 718,000 acres State-wide. However, disconnected
stands less than 15 acres are not shown on the 1988 data. Therefore, this is a dight underestimate of
potential available habitat.

Nesting and Breeding

pg. 142; second paragraph, first sentence:

During the past 20-years, 61 nests have been located in North America; within the range of the listed
population, 6 8 have been found in Washington,...

Pg. 142; third paragraph, third sentence:
According to the F#S ROD requirements...

Section 2.10.3.4 Grizzly Bear Habitat Analysisin the Planning Area:
pg. 152; second paragraph, first sentence:
One of the objectives of the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan (Atmack-etat. USFWS 1993, appended)...
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Section 2.10.5.4 Mammals:

pg. 178; ninth paragraph, sixth sentence:

Myotis Bats

Thomas and West (1991) found no pregnant females in western Washington at study sites between 300
and 600 meters, whereas pregnant females were common on the east side of the Cascade range in
Washington and in the Oregon Coast range (Christy and West 1993).

Section 2.10.6 Species of Concern:

pg. 192; Correctionsto Table 15

Lifeform 14: Secondary: SI/SS/YF/PT
Lifeform 15: add beaversto Lifeform types

Section 2.12 Fish Resourcesin the Green River Subbasin:

pg. 206; fourth paragraph, sixth sentence:

The Muekteshoottribe U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is currently conducting a feasibility study to
redesign and reconstruct the...

Section 3.2 Multi-Species Appr oach:

pg. 229; second paragraph:

This HCP takes a multi-species, ecosystem approach to managl ng for all specmsfound in the Planning
Area. The biological needs of ; med vertebrate species (listed
and unlisted, named and unnamed) are addr&ssed by the HCP and are covered by the Implementation
Agreement with the Services.

2) Special Emphasis Species - Thisgroup includes 21 species, all of which are Federal candidate
species. These include species with the highest likelihood of becoming federally listed during
the Permit period. This group includes 8 mammals, 4 birds, 4 fish, and 5 amphibians.

Add near end of last paragraph:
For each Lifeform, forest structural classeswere assigned as primary and secondary habitat preferences,
or as nonhabitat.

Section 3.2.1.1 Northern Spotted Owl:

pg. 231; second paragraph:

Features of the Management Plan

2) Provide spotted owl NRF habitat throughout the Permit period. Plum Creek would maintain
those amounts of NRF habitat identified for each decade in Table 24 (at aminimum 8 percent
of the its ownership in the Planning Area) as spotted owl NRF habitat.

5) Useonly selective harvest on approximately 3,200 acres (64 management units) of NRF habitat.
7) Protect and maintain 10,900 acresin riparian habitat areas (Section 3.3) to provide NRF and FD

habitat between upland deferrals on Plum Creek’s lands and habitat on Federal lands. This
includes 5;800 5,600 acres in riparian habitat areas that currently function as NRF and or FD.
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8) Demographic and verification surveyswould be conducted to eval uate the effectiveness of Plum
Creek’s harvest deferrals and dispersal corridors in maintaining the viability of the-36 spotted
owl nest sitesidentified in the high-denstity-“etuster-areas™ prioritization process for deferrals,
and to verify the assumptions of the RSPF model (Section 2.9; Irwin and Hicks 1995).

11) Known sitesin the Planning Areawould receive seaserat protection within a 0.25-mile radius
from March 1 through August 31.

Rationale for Designating NRF Deferralsand FD Corridors

pg. 233; third paragraph, first sentence:

Fifty-seven management units totaling more than 2,600 acres were designated as NRF deferrals. The
management units designated for NRF deferral range from 9 7 to 105 acres and would remain
unharvested for at least 20 years.

Section 3.2.1.2 Marbled Murrelet
pg. 237; changes as shown below:
1) Harvest Deferral

o] stands contain 8 trees per acre greater than 32 inches DBH and these large trees are clumped or
contiguous across a patch rather than scattered, isolated remnants above a second-growth
canopy.

The above criteria regarding the number of large trees per acre was used to determine potential
murrelet habitat in lieu of the number of suitable murrelet nesting platforms because of
differences in platform measuring methodology between Plum Creek and Washington
Department of Fishand Wildlife (Hamer 1995) surveys. Two standswere considered unsuitable
murrelet habitat without being field surveyed based on prior knowledge of a professional
wildlife biologist experienced in murrelet biology. These stands were considered unsuitable
because they either were mistyped and contained small, densely-packed trees or were bisected
by railroad and power lines and remaining large trees were scattered, isolated remnants above
the existing canopy.

nest-sites:
o] confirmation of parameters

pg. 238; changes as shown below:

2) Murrelet Surveys- Plum Creek conducted murrelet surveys on 853 acresin the Planning Area
between 1994 and 1995. Of the 853 acres surveyed, approximately 224 acres were on Plum
Creek land and 629 acres were on Forest Service ownership.

3) Nest Site Protection
o] Suitable habitat would be protected in all directions from an occupied stand until a 100 meter
break in suitable habitat is encountered; and or
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o] An upper limit of 500 acres would be established per nest site. Plum Creek and FWS would
cooperatively determine “the best 500 acres,” regardless of ownership. Plum Creek would
protect their portion of the identified “best 500 acres.”

4) Seasonal Protection - Plum Creek would, however, protect these “future” murrelet sitesin the
Planning Area by deferring harvest--the-stanes within a 0.25-mile radius duringthe-nestifig
season from March 1 to August 31. Additionally, maintenance of ren-dechnirig old growth
forests in non-declining amounts on Plum Creek’s lands combined with designated critical
habitat and riparian conservation areas set...

Section 3.2.1.3 Grizzly Bear:
pg 239; flrst paragraph flrst sentence

State and Federal agenciesagreethat grizzly bearsoccur, at least occasionally, within the Planning Area.
Historical and recent observationsin the north and central Cascades also indicate that grizzly bears may
be dowly extending their southern range. However, at present there is insufficient information to
confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning Area.

pg. 240; second paragraph, second sentence:
Verification would consist of successful denning by grizzly bears in the subunit and/or sightings of
femate grizzly bears with cubs.

pg. 240; second paragraph:

4) Prohibit Firearms - Within the recovery zone in the 1-90 Lakes Subunit, Plum Creek would
prohibit firearmsin all Company and contractor vehicles, except where firearms are anecessary
part of the duties of Company personnel (e.g., law enforcement/security).

Phase |l BMPs

pg. 240; add at end of section:

2) Road L ocation and Construction

Some of the provisions of this BMP would be implemented in Phase I. Watershed analysis and the
riparian and wetland strategies, together with the Environmental Principles would likely influence the
|ocations of new roads, and removal of some old roads, so that there would be fewer miles of roadsin
many sensitive areas in the future. Some habitat categories (e.g., wet meadows and avalanche chutes)
would be avoided specificaly for grizzly bears beginning in Phasel. Berry fieldswhich arelikely to be
important for grizzlieswould al so be avoided whenever practicable. Similarly, saddlesare oftenthemost
environmentally sound alternative for crossing aridge with aroad. Crossing in other locations might
have severe impacts for species relying on talus slopes or other important special habitat type, or might
increase the cost of roads to avoid steep slopes and mass-wasting sites. Plum Creek may consider
establishing priority areas should some Federal designation effort be initiated. In the meantime, Plum
Creek would use its own discretion regarding road location relative to most grizzly bear habitat.
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Section 3.2.1.4 Gray Wolf:
pg 242; first paragraph flrst sentence

Aswiththegrizzly bear, State and Federal agenciesbelievethat gray wolvesoccur, at least occasionally,
withinthe Planning Area. Although availableinformation on thedistribution of gray wolvesinthenorth
and central Cascadesishot asextensiveasfor other wildlife species, Plum Creek believesit isreasonable
to assume that gray wolves would eventually reside in the Planning Area during the Permit period.

pg. 243; add changes to the three features of the gray wolf management plan:

2) Provisonsfor Prey Habitat Conditions -
These prey species are grouped under Lifeform 5, as species which use edges between eover
forage (i.e., stand initiation; shrub/sapling; and young forest) and ferage cover habitats (i.e.,
older forest types).

3) Road M anagement -
Plum Creek has been involved in many cooperative road closures with the Forest Service,
WDFW, and DNR, to restrict vehicular traffic to maintain or increase big game security and
regiee manage hunting pressure.

Section 3.2.2 Lifeform Management:

pg. 246; last paragraph, switch first and second sentences:

Target goals for percentages of structural stages to be maintained on Plum Creek’ s land under current
regulations and the HCP, to meet the desired suitable habitat estimates for each Lifeform, are shownin
Tables25 23 and 26 24, respectively. The projected percentage of primary and suitable habitat available
for each Lifeform is summarized by decade in the Planning Area with-tmptementatrorof for current
regulations and the HCP in Tables 23 25 and 24 26, respectively.

Section 3.2.2.5 Lifeform 5:

pg. 250; first paragraph:

(2) “forage” made up of recently harvested areas (i.e., stand initiation; shrub/sapling; and young forest),
and (2) “cover” made up of areas with more developed forest conditions.

Section 3.2.2.6 Lifeform 6:
pg. 253; first paragraph

' e; Although only timber harvest wasmodel ed, many other
factors such asfire and natural dlsturbanC% areresponsiblefor creating tstheontyprocesstomatan
stand initiation, shrub/sapling, and young forest structural stagesconsidered to be primary habitat for this
Lifeform.

Section 3.2.2.15 Lifeform 15:

pg. 258; last last sentence:

With implementation of the HCP, early-aged habitat (e.g., stand initiation, shrub/sapling, and young
forest) for Lifeform 15 will decrease from 28 percent in 1996 to 11 percent in 2045, while middle-aged
(e.g., pole

Fina EIS
March 1996 A-146



timber and dispersal forest) and late-aged (e.g., mature forest, managed old growth, and old-growth)
habitat will change from 24 percent and 36 percent in 1996 to 42 percent and 35 percent in 2045,
respectively.

Section 3.2.2.16 Lifeform 16 (kingfishers, otters, and beavers)
pg. 258; add to heading:

Section 3.3.1 Washington Forest Practices Rules and Regulations:

pg. 260; change as shown below:

The Washington Forest Practices Act (RCW 76.09) and implementing Forest Practices Rules and
Regulations (WAC 222-08) are the principal...

pg. 260; first paragraph, add to end of paragraph:

The intent of this HCP is that compliance with State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations would
continue throughout the Permit period. However, it should be noted that WAC 222-16-080-7(a )
exempts activities covered under an HCP from the provisions of 222-16-080. State Forest Practices
Rules and Regulations, such as road construction standards and minimum |leave tree requirements are
not intended to be supplanted as a result of implementation of the HCP.

Section 3.3.2 Watershed Analysis:

pg. 261; add new text and table:

Watershed analysis for State and private lands in Washington is a systematic procedure that assesses
physical and biological processes within a watershed. This procedure also generates information for
devel oping management guidelines that protect and restore aquatic habitat.

Washington State watershed analysis has seven modules that assess various watershed elements
important to fish habitat and water quality (Table 26a). A water-quality moduleis expected to be added
in 1996. The assessment identifies areas sensitive to land management. A prescription team then
develops options for operating in and adjacent to sensitive areas to prevent or minimize impacts to
aguatic resources. For each prescription team assembled by Plum Creek in the Planning Area, Plum
Creek would invite at least one representative from either the FWS, NMFS, WDFW, or local Tribe to
participate ontheteam. Inthe event such representatives could not participate, abiologist with expertise
in fisheries and watershed analysis would be required.

Toillustrate situationsthat are addressed in watershed analysis, anumber of common prescriptionsfrom
on-going or completed analyses are described below. For areas prone to landslides (e.g., such asinner
gorges), road construction and timber harvest are generally prohibited. |ntermittent/ephemeral streams
on steep slopes with a high potential for erosion are thus protected by riparian buffersthat rangein size
from 30to greater than 200 feet. Road drainage must be diverted away from steep convergent slopesand
landings adjacent to sensitive areas pulled back. Road systems would be evaluated for sediment
production and mass wasting potential. Road maintenance and abandonment plans would then be
developed to reduce erosion below specified target levels. Management in riparian areas would be
customized to site specific conditions and considers the potential for streams. (1) to migrate; (2) to be
subjected to debris torrents; (3) to be affected by large woody debris; and (4) to be impacted by future
timber harvesting. The objective would be generally to provide late-seral stand conditions (i.e., large
diameter conifers) within ahalf of asite-potential tree height. Harvesting would betypically prohibited
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in channel migration zonesand within thefirst 30 feet of the riparian management zone to maintain bank
stability and ahigh level of shade and large woody debrisrecruitment. Inareaswhere harvesting hasthe
potential to significantly affect peak streamflows, limitswould be placed on harvesting until trees reach
hydrologic maturity. Landownersare also encouraged to retain canopy cover through partial harvesting.

Watershed analysis would provide the basis for implementing the ecosystem management objectives of
the HCPrelated to aquatic resources. Management objectivesrelated to wildliferesourcesare addressed
in Section 3.2.

Section 3.3.3.1 Interim and Minimum Guidelinesfor RHAS:

pg. 263; third paragraph, last sentence:

1) Fish-bearing Streams (DNR Types 1-3) -
One-time(i.e., one harvest during the Permit period) selectiveor partia harvestswould
bealowedin RHAS, if Plum Creek can ensurethat post-harvest conditionsinthe RHAs
would provide, at aminimum, the equivalent of spotted owl habitat (i.e., FD habitat or
greater). These harvests would incorporate removal of no more than 50 percent of the
merchantable (i.e., commercial) timber volume available for harvest in the 200-foot
RHA.. Intermittent streamsfound to befish-bearing would receive special consideration
under watershed analysis.

pg. 263; add as last paragraph:
Type 4 and Type 5 streams with a high likelihood of fish presence or near the
confluence of a Type 3 stream would be tested prior to harvest to verify presence or
absence of fish to ensure the proper buffersare utilized. Additionaly, if afish-bearing
stream has a blockage and the source of the blockage is removed, the stream up to the
nearest natural blockage would be treated as a fish-bearing stream.

pg. 264; first paragraph:

2) Nonfish-bearing, perennial streams(DNR Type4) - Along perennial streamswithin
Federal Late-Successional Reserves, Adaptive Management Areas, and whereelevation
and topography are suitable for owl dispersal, Plum Creek would provide 100-foot
RHAs on each side of these streams. |n addition, watersheds east of the Cascade crest
containing 303(d) streams and/or bull trout or anadromous fish would receive 100-foot
RHAs along perennial streams above 5,000-foot elevation and outside of Late-
Successional Reserves and Adaptive Management Areas. Also, ground-based
equipment is prohibited in the 30-foot zone nearest the stream for all RHAS.

pg. 264; third paragraph:
In perennial, non-fish bearing streams that may be susceptible to landslides or debris
flows (e.g., inner gorge topography), appropriate sized riparian buffers would be
determ| ned through watershed analysrs +ﬁtermrttent—§reams—fetrﬁd-to-be+rsl=r—beaﬁﬁg
0y ¥s: In the interim, State
Forest PracticesRul %and Regul atr onspreclude harvest and road construction on slopes
at risk of failure.

Section 3.3.4 Harvest Deferralsfor 303(d) Stream Segments and Wetland M anagement Zones:
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pg. 271; next to last sentence:

...watershed analysisis completed in each watershed (Figures 23 and 27), and within :356-1,320 acres
in wetland management zones (WMZs) surrounding wetlands (Section 3.3.4). Currently listed 303(d)
streams are being provided with a 100-foot RHA on Type 4 streams. Watershed analysis will address
thewater quality parameterstypically impacted by forest practices such asstream temperature, turbidity,
and sediment input.

Table28. Approximatemilesand per centageof DNR stream typeswithin each riparian protection
strategy by owner ship in the Planning Area.

pg. 270; Change the Table to reflect the increase in miles of streams with 100-foot buffers on Type 4
streamsin LSRand AMA. Streamtype under Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P.; change 152 under 100
ft. RHA to 165, and change 24 under 25 ft RLTA to 11.

Section 3.3.5 Aquatic Resources Monitoring:

pg. 272; change as shown below:

2) Anayzetheeffectsof thevariousriparian habitat areas (RHAS) management strategies on steam
stream temperatures.

Section 3.4.1 Wetlands:

pg. 273; change as shown below:

The riparian wetlands would be identified during watershed analysis and appropriate prescriptions to
protect the functions and val ues of these wetlandswould be developed. Most of the wetlands within the
Planning Area are spatially and functionally associated with rivers and streams. Other wetlands may
occur more or less in isolation. These isolated wetlands are generally small, but may have unique
characteristics and provide habitat for numerous W|IdI|fe speC|es Plum Creek would implement, as
minimum and interim guidelines, theRi trateg standard State Forest Practices
Rules and Regulations and the Riparian M anagement Strategy to protect all wetlands.

Forest Practices Rulesand Regul ationsand watershed analysismay provide adequate protection of wetland
features such as water quality, temperature, and some associated wildlife species (e.g., amphibians),
however, they may not be adequate to protect all wetland-dependent species.  Species such as cavity-
nesting ducks would benefit from larger buffers as would be provided by the Proposed Action for
nonforested wetlands and bogs greater than 5 acres in size (see below).

pg. 273; change as shown below:
3.4.1.1 Buffer Size and Shape
TheForest Practices Rulesand Regul ationsrequire buffers, termed wetland management zones (WMZs),
on all Type A wetlands and on most Type B wetlands These regulanons would be followed for
wetIandsIessthanSacrasmsze A & 3 v

woul dretain a 50 foot average WMZ.

retatfranaverage WivtZoef-56feet; and for Type B wetl ands between 0.5 and 5 acresthe WMZ retai ned
would be a minimum of 25 feet.

Nonforested wetlands and bogs greater than 5 acres would recieve a 100-foot minimum and 200-foot
average buffer width because of the greater seasonal persistence of open water, seasonal and spatial
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variation, and year-to-year variation.

pg. 274; change as shown below:

3.4.1.2 Additional Wetland Treatments

Although forested wetlands have fewer restrictions on timber harvest than nonforested wetlands, they
have special rulesdesigned to protect wetland soils. Cable systemsare allowed in forested wetlands, but
tractors, wheeled skidders, and other ground-based | ogging systems may be used only when soil moisture
islow or the ground isfrozen. At all times equipment use must minimize compaction or disturbance of
the soils. Where possible, forested wetlands would be left in aforested condition (i.e., retain a canopy
closure of 30 percent).

Plum Creek would allow only one entry every 50 years to each wetland buffer. Where wetlands are
located outside of, but associated with, riparian areas, such as off-channel habitats or where they are
located in association with unstabl e slopes; the minimum buffer width may bewaived, after consultation
with the Services, in favor of aredirected effort to more appropriately distribute the buffer treesto link
these critical habitats. All wetlands which are an integral part of the stream system would receive the
appropriate RHA, RLTA, or other treatment as directed by the Riparian Management Strategy. The
Services have recommended that harvest unit leave trees should be clumped in proximity to al small
wetlands when such options exist and do not conflict with higher-priority ecological objectives.

Residual Trees. Thesizeand number of |eavetreesfor wetland buffers are specified in the State Forest
Practices Rules and Regulations. In addition to these specifications, the leave trees would be
representative of pre-harvest tree sizes and species.

Road Building and Equipment Exclusion. In planning roads and landings, Plum Creek will comply
with State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations and attempt to avoid wetlands. |f wetlands cannot be
avoided, Plum Creek will maintain natural drainage and reduce impacts by minimizing subgrade width
and spoil areas. If Plum Creek isunableto minimizeimpacts, the Company would restore affected areas,
reduceimpacts, or repl ace aff ected wetlands as specified by State Forest PracticesRulesand Regulations.
Also, if a particular road segment necessitates filling or draining more than 0.5 acres of wetland, the
Company would compensatefor that fill (or drainage) by creating new wetlandsor by enhancing existing
wetlands.

Theareaadjacent to the edge of awetland would be maintained free from ground-based equipment. This
would avoid direct impact to amphibians and other wetland edge-dependent species and prevent
compaction of soil and interstitial spacesin the substrate. 1n addition, ground-based equipment would
not be allowed in the following areas.

1) Within a nonforested wetland:;

2) Within 25 feet of a nonforested wetland edge, where the wetland exceeds 0.5 acres; and

3) Within 25 feet of an open water area associated with a forested wetland, where the wetland
exceeds 0.5 acres.

Section 3.4.2 Talus Slopes:
pg. 274; first paragraph, third sentence:
Although these areas represent arelatively small portion of the landbase in the Planning Area, they are
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important special habitat which maybe may be adversely affected by road construction and timber
activities.

pg. 275; last sentence:
Residual large green trees and snags would be left within 100 feet of the sites. Where possible the
objectives of maintaining shade and providing a source of course woody debris would be met.

Section 3.4.3 Caves:

pg. 275; change as shown below:

The Services definition of a cave includes, naturally occurring cavities or recesses large enough to
contain a human (interpreted as a 2 foot by 2 foot opening with at least 4 feet of depth), with attributes
of high humidity, stable temperature (interpreted such that the opening:passage relationships are either
cylindrical or the opening isrestricted, or depth of the caveissignificantly deep so that air does not flow
freely to and from the outside causing desiccation and rapid temperature changes in the cave), and has
a zone characterized by darkness and silence (dripping or running water is an exception). Caves with
known maternal colonies or hibernaculafor significant numbers of bats would meet minimum size and
shape requirements. If cave passages are sufficiently below the ground surface, road building may be
permissibledirectly abovethe passages. If passagesare shallow, recommendationsfor road building and
equipment may be warranted in areas above and immediately adjacent to those passages.

There are currently no known cavesin the Planning Area. If acaveisdiscovered inthe Planning Area,
Plum Creek would notify the Services. 1t would betheresponsibility of the Services, in conjunction with
the State Department of Fish and Wildlife, to map the cave and recommend prescriptions to avoid
compromising theintegrity of the cave passages. Plum Creek would reduce the potential for impacts by
establishing a buffer around the entrance to caves. This buffer would be designed around site-specific
conditions, but would not be lessthan 100 feet from the entrance of the cave. The 100-foot buffer would
be managed, if adequate trees and size classes are available, to approximate FD habitat similar to that
prescribed for the 100-foot riparian buffers.

Many species of wildlife including Townsend’ s big-eared bats roost almost exclusively in cavities and
caves, both man-made and natural. Potential impactsto bats and other species may include disturbance
of cavesused for hibernation, denning, or other activities. Additional stepsto protect known hibernation
or denning caves includes prohibition of human disturbance near the entrance of caves, and elimination
of the spraying of herbicides or fertilizers within 100 feet of caves. A managed buffer of this size was
developed in conjunction with the Services and is considered adequate to maintain stable temperature
and relative humidity in adjacent caves and to address the biological needs for most, if not all, cave-
dependent species. It is important to note that it is not the intention of Plum Creek to buffer every
depression, hole, or fissure found in rock outcrops. Rather, Plum Creek would protect all caves
discovered which are sufficiently deep and narrow of opening that provide astable environment for cave-
dependent species.

Section 3.4.4 Snags and Snag Recruitment Trees:

pg. 276; add as last paragraph:

Hollow snags have been identified by the Services as important habitat for swifts, fisher, and marten.
Although hollow snags arerelatively rarein comparison with similarly sized solid snags, they would be
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given high priority for retention at all sites. However, if these or any other standing snags present a
safety hazard, they would be felled and either |eft in place or removed.

Section 3.4.5 Seeps and Springs:

pg. 276; add as new section:

Seeps and springs represent areas transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water
table is usually at or near the surface, or the land is covered periodically, by shallow water. Although
these specia habitats may be small and difficult to locate, they may have unique characteristics and
provide habitat for specialized plants and animals not provided elsewhere in riparian areas. Foremost
among the wildlife species that depend upon these special habitats (e.g., mineral springs) is the band-
tailed pigeon (Columbia fasciata). During the breeding season (i.e., April through September) themain
population of these birds occurs below 1,000 feet elevation in western Washington forests exhibiting
goodinterspersion of seral stagesand openings, abundant food resources, and mineral springs(Sanderson
1977). Band-tailsare known to seek sources of mineral saltsnecessary for the production of “crop milk”
for feeding young birds (Sanderson 1977). Themost common sourcesof thesemineralsarefrom mineral
springs and brackish water in estuary tide channels (Sanderson 1977). Inlate summer, these birds move
into higher elevationsin response to the increasing availability of fruitsand berries. By late September
most band-tails depart for southern wintering areas (Jeffrey 1989).

To prevent or reduce impact to these habitats and wildlife species that depend upon them, such as the
band-tailed pigeon, Plum Creek would implement, as minimum and interim guidelines, the Riparian
Management Strategy and standard State Forest Practicesand Regulations. Thebiological abjectivesare
to protect and maintain the integrity of known seeps and mineral springs, while retaining trees adjacent
to these habitats to maintain water quality, provide shade, and provide downed logs for forage and
shelter. Activities within 200 feet of mineral springs would be coordinated with the Services and
designed to retain adequate trees for perching, and to maintain berry, fruit, and mast-producing shrubs
and trees which provide food sources, particularly in openings in proximity to the mineral springs
(Roderick and Milner 1991). Trees designated for harvest in proximity to seeps and mineral springs
would be felled directionally away from these habitats. Skidding and yarding activities would be
avoided and al ground-based logging equipment would be prohibited from entering these habitats.
Residual large green trees and snags within 25 feet of these sites would be left, and either clumped or
scattered depending upon operational feasibility. Inaddition, under corporate Environmental Principles,
Plum Creek voluntarily minimizesitsuse of herbicides, and the Company exceeds State Forest Practices
Rulesand Regulationsby prohibiting sprayingin riparian areas, and by not allowing spraying within 100
feet of water bodies.

Section 3.4.6 Ponderosa Pine Stands:

pg. 276; add as new section:

Plum Creek utilizes selective harvesting in Ponderosa pine stands where such techniques are
operationally and silviculturally appropriate. Continued use of selective harvestingwould resultinmulti-
aged stands over the Permit period. Table 30b (added to HCP Section 3.5.3, see FEIS Appendix 4)
presents an analysis of stand structural stages within the Ponderosa pine/Lodgepole pine forest class
(Jensen 1995) for the HCP during the Permit period. Where development of a multi-aged forest is not
possible, Plum Creek would enhance opportunities for biological diversity by leaving trees of various
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size classes, as well as existing snags and snag recruitment trees.

Section 3.5.1.1 Northern Spotted Owl:
pg. 277; first paragraph, second sentence:
Beathor Direct injury to owls as aresult of forest management is not anticipated.

pg. 277; first paragraph, fifth sentence:
In addition, the mitigation measures described in this HCP are designed to: (1) avoid thettketihood-of
injury to spotted owls; (2) protect habitat; and (3) facilitate dispersal of adult and juvenile owls.

pg. 280; change as shown below:

2) Distribution of spotted owl habitat through the Permit period -
For example, WD-40 (Figure9) isexpected to contain more NRF (i.e., 48 percent) than the other
DCAs, whereas, WD-7 is expected to contain the least NRF (i.e., 20 percent). Overall, at year
50, DCAs are estimated to contain more NRF habitat (i.e., 38 percent) than the Planning Area
asawhole (i.e., 25 26 percent).

pg. 284; change as shown below:

4) Dispersal habitat
As discussed above, dispersal habitat is projected to mere-than-doetbte increase from 20 to 35
percent in the HEP Planning Area over the Permit period.

pg. 285; change as shown below:

5) NRF habitat patch sizes
Plum Creek would strive to manage patches in such a way as to maximize patch size. Plum
Creek has not committed to large minimum patch sizes; however, the Company’s intent is to
manage in such away that harvest-units might be located near recently harvested areas to the
extent allowed by State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations. This would facilitate periods
of activity in subbasins, followed by periods of inactivity during which time roads could be
closed or abandoned. Another benefit of this management is that these harvested areas would
be of similar age and, after a number of years, would start to represent larger blocks of older
forest.

Section 3.5.1.2 Marbled Murrelet:
pg. 290; last sentence:
Plum Creek’ s overall strategy for murrelets would be avoidance and minimization of take.

Section 3.5.2.1 Reptiles:

pg. 297; third sentence:

Specifically, habitat for this species will be addressed through 30-foot, no-harvest zones along all fish-
bearing streams, and 100-foot RHA swith 30-foot, no-equipment zonesa ong permanent, nonfish-bearing
streams and larger wetlands.

Section 3.5.2.2 Amphibians:
pg. 297; first paragraph, third sentence:
For example, some amphibians breed only in high etevatien gradient mountain streams...
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Tailed Frog

pg. 297; first paragraph:

...LWD guidelines and 100-foot RHAs with 30-foot, no-equipment zones on each side of permanent,
nonfish-bearing streams (DNR Type 4) will meet the biological needs of this species.

Northern Red-L egged Frog

pg. 297; first paragraph:

Designation of 30-foot, no-harvest buffersalong fish-bearing streams (DNR Types 1-3) and 30-foot, no-
equipment zones within the 100-foot RHAs on permanent, nonfish-bearing streams (DNR Type 4) on
Plum Creek’ s lands and RCAs on Federal lands,...

Cascades Frog

pg. 298; first paragraph:

Additional habitat for this speciesthat may occur in commercial harvest areaswill be addressed through
30-foot, no-harvest buffers within the 200-foot RHAs along fish-bearing streams (DNR Types 1-3) and
30-foot, no-equipment zones within the 100-foot RHAS on permanent, nonfish-bearing streams (DNR
Type4)...

Spotted Frog

pg. 298; first paragraph:

I mplementation of the HCPwould provide RHA swith 30-foot, no-harvest buffersand additional partial
harvest zones along fish-bearing (DNR Types 1-3) streams and additional LWD retention areas and 30-
foot, no-equipment zones on perennial nonfish-bearing streams. The wetlands strategy also provides
additional retention in buffers, no equipment zones around certain nonforested wetlands, and wider
buffers on larger wetlands.

Larch Mountain Salamander

pg. 299; first paragraph:

Plum Creek will also reduce theimpact to potential habitat near caves by establishing a25-feet 100-foot
buffer around the entrance to caves.

Section 3.5.2.4 Birds:

pg. 300; first paragraph:

Harlequin Duck

Provision for 100- to 200-foot RHAs (with 30-foot, no-harvest zones on fish -bearing streams, and 30-
foot, no-equipment zones on nonfish-bearing streams)...

Northern Goshawk:

pg. 301; add changes as shown below:

1) Harvest Deferrals- Timber harvest in the five six management units which currently contain
goshawk sites would be deferred for at least 20 years.

2) Habitat Management- Goshawks use all spotted owl habitat types (i.e., NRF and FD), as
nestirg-habitat with some nesting occurring in both habitat types. Asaresult of implementation
of the HCP, goshawk nesting habitat (i.e., primary habitat approximates NRF and secondary
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habitat approximates FD; therefore, “ suitable” habitat isroughly equivalent to NRF habitat plus
one-half FD habitat)...

3) Seasonal Restrictions - For additional nest sites that may be found-erPhum-Creek-stand
in the Planning Area during rout| ne harvest plannl ng and Iayout harvesting would be delayed
within a0.25 mileradiusd 3 from March 1 until August
31.

Bald Eagle

pg. 304; add to end of last paragraph:

Bald eagle site-protection plans will not only include nest sites, but associated foraging areas and pilot
trees. Winter concentration areas and communal roost sites will be protected from disturbances during
the season of use.

Peregrine Falcon

pg. 305; add to beginning of last paragraph:

Protocol surveys will be performed prior to harvest or road building within 400 meters of a potential
eryie (i.e., arock cliff vertical face greater than 150 feet).

Vaux's Swift
pg. 308; add before last sentence:
The leave tree retention strategy places special emphasis on large hollow snags.

Section 3.5.2.5 Mammals:

pg. 309; pg. add at next to last sentence:

Townsend’s Big-eared Bat

This buffer will be designed around site-specific conditions, but will not be less than 25 100 feet from
the entrance.

Section 3.5.3 Associated Species (Lifeforms):

pg. 312; change as shown below:

As ameans of quantifying the habitat conditions used by species grouped into each of the Lifeforms,
wildlife use patterns among the eight forest stand structural stages (Figures 46 through 48) and special
habitats {(Fabte-36) were tallied and summarized by decade in the Planning Area with implementation
of the HCP (Table 30) and current regulations (Table 30a) (see Lundquist and Hicks 1995; Lundquist
et al. 1995). An analysis of the stand structural stages within the forest classes (Jensen 1995) for the
HCP is presented in Table 30b.

Section 3.5.3.5 Lifeform 5:

pg. 320; add to end of Section:

Although there is a decrease in the amount of edge habitat expected by year 2045, it is expected that 62
percent of the area would be within a 0.5-mile radius of a distinct edge. This remains a substantial
amount of habitat for Lifeform 5 speciesin the Planning Area. Road closures in selected areas would
increase habitat availability for some Lifeform 5 species such as elk and deer, thereby decreasing their
vulnerability to legal and illegal harvest.
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Section 3.5.3.6 Lifeform 6:

pg. 321; add after second paragraph:

Additional emphasis was placed upon the discussion of the impacts to this Lifeform to ensure that
specieswithin Lifeform 6 would be adequately addressed. The overall emphasis of the HCP isin many
ways counter to the generalized habitat needs of Lifeform 6. The HCP strives to provide more mature
forest adjacent to riparian and wetland areas to address species other than thosein Lifeform 6. Because
the projected amounts of primary habitat (i.e., SI, SS, Y F within riparian and wetland areas) appearsto
decrease to low levels, the Services believed that a closer examination of the habitat needs of Lifeform
6 species was warranted.

pg. 321; third paragraph, second sentence:

The expected decrease is due to the modeled reduction in timber harvest activity anticipated within
RHAs across all ownershipsin the Planning Area, as aresult of management focused on other species
(e.g., northern spotted owl), which requires retention of later structural stages of forest development.

Astde—from AIthough natural dlsturbance such as flre blowdown, disease, flooding, and insect
infestations # es d could produce substantial acreage of Stand
Initiation, Shrub/Sapling, and Young Forest stages, these stochastic eventsand the occurrence of yarding
corridors were not modeled in the habitat analyses. Non-timbered areas (e.g., wet meadows) also were
not considered in the modeling, athough these areas may be used by many Lifeform 6 species.

Consequently, estimated levelsof pri mary habrtat for L|feform 6 species may have been underestr mated
inthe analysrs 3 !

pg; 322; add to fifth paragraph, after first sentence:

Orange crowned warblers are commonly associated with young stands of most forest types, dense
shrubby thickets, forest openings, and forest edges, and would likely continue to use early structural
stages outside of the riparian areas. Townsend's solitaire, may also be affected due to the anticipated
reduction in edge habitat during the Permit period. During the Permit period, early-structural stagesare
expected to decreasethroughout the Planning Area, though not as sharply aswithinthe RHA s (Table 30).
Section 3.5.3.13 Lifeform 13:

pg. 327; changes as shown below:

Because of differing needs among the species for snags of suitable size, this Lifeform was partitioned
into two subgroups, 13", and “13a". Pri mary habitat for themajority-of each qoee'res Lifeform 13 was

m—the-PI-annmg—Are&(—'Fabte—lS)— Secondary habrtat |ncI udes young forest and poletr mber and recently
harvested areas.

Severa species, including the pileated, white-headed, and Lewis’ woodpeckers, were included in
subgroup 13a. For purposesof eval uati ng hab| tat cond|t| onsthrough the Permlt penod thetatter pr| mary
habitat for this group v - 3
{matdrethroughotdgrowthy, |ncI udes onIy mature forests, managed oId growth and oId growth WhICh

have larger snags in densities sufficient to support these species. with-seeondary-habttat-acetrringas
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theyoungerstroctaral-stages(fFabte15). Secondary habitat includes young forest and pole timber (after
20 years), and stand initiation and shrub/sapling (after 10 years when stands with greater structural

diversity (e.g., live and dead tress) are more dominant in the Planning Area (Table 15).

pg. 328; fifth paragraph, first sentence

State Forest Practices Rulesand Regul ationsin western \Washington (without benefit of the HCP) require
retention of an average of at least three standing dead or defective live trees (greater then 12 inchesDBH
and greater than 10 feet tall), two live recruitment trees (greater than 10 inches DBH and greater than 30
feet tall), a...per acre of harvest. In eastern Washington only two standing dead or defective live trees
are required.

Section 3.5.3.15 Lifeform 15:

pg. 332; add to end of Section

Lifeform 15-early habitat (Table 15) decreases from 28 percent of the Planning Area in 1996 to 11
percent in 2045 (Table 25). Although this represents a decrease from current amounts, it may still be
substantially more than would occur under natural conditions. Some of the speciesin this category may
experience population fluctuations or decreasesfrom current levels. These species should be adequately
addressed due to the continued provision of early-successional and nonforested habitat in the Planning
Area. Other speciesin this category may have requirementswhich further limitstheir available habitat.
For exampl e, aspeciesrequiring early-successional habitat inthe Douglas-fir/Grand Fir zone (Table 30b)
may have much less habitat available than if it could use early-successional habitat in any forest type.
Stand structures projected for the five coniferousforest types and for deciduousforest typesindicate that
early-successional habitat would continueto beavailablein all forest types, but may be decrease slightly
through time.

Section 3.6.1 Spotted Owil:

pg. 341; change as shown below

2) NRF Maintenance (M C) -Plum Creek will maintain target percentagesfor NRF habitat for each
decade of the Permit period (Table 24), and at...

3) NRF Deferrals (M C) - 2,600 acres of current NRF habitat will be deferred from harvest for at
least 20 years...

pg. 342; change as shown bel ow:

6)

6) Model and Deferral Validation Surveys - Plum Creek would conduct surveysin portions of
the Planning Area to validate the RSPF model predictions of spotted owl habitat suitability
during the Permit period and the effectiveness of deferrals at sel ected spotted owl sites. Survey
methodology will be determined with the FWS.

9) Seasonal Protection - Known owl sitesin the Planning Areawould receive seasonat protection
within a 0.25-mile radius from March 1 through August 31.

Section 3.6.2 Marbled Murrelet:

pg. 342; change as shown below:

12) Murrelet Nest Site Protection (MC) -

Additional murrelet sites discovered by qualified surveyors during the Permit period enPhim
€reek stand in the Planning Area would be protected dtrifig-the-edrrent-restihg-seasor-by
deferring harvest in the stands within a 0.25-mile radius during the nesting season from March
1to August 31.
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Section 3.6.3 Grizzly Bear:

pg. 342; change as shown below:

14) Phase| BMP's(MC) -
Upon approva of the HCP, Plum Creek would implement a series of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) within the recovery zone in the 1-90 Lakes Subunit.

Section 3.6.5 Other Species:

pg. 343; change as shown below:

17) Goshawk Nest Protection (MC) - Plum Creek would defer harvest of 274 acres of habitat
currently supporting goshawk siteson Plum Creek’ sland, for at least 20 years (Section 3.5.2.4).
For additional nest sitesthat may be found in the Planning Areaduring routine harvest planning
and layout, harvesting would be delayed within a 0.25 mile radius from March 1 until August
3L

Section 3.6.7 Riparian Management:
pg. 344; add the following to subunit 1:
26) Riparian Habitat Areas
(1) In Federal LSRsand AMAs: 200-foot RHA on fish-bearing streams with 30-foot, no-
harvest zone; 100-foot RHAS on perennial, nonfish-bearing streams up to 5,000 feet
elevation; a 30-foot, no-equipment zone and an additional 100-feet RHA for “sensitive
reaches’; and 25-foot RLTAS on nonfish-bearing streams above 5,000 feet el evation.

Section 3.6.8 Special Habitats:

pg. 345; change as shown below:

32) Caves - Forested buffers will be left for a minimum of 25-100 feet from cave entrances to
protect bats and other species of wildlife. Site-specific analysis would follow in cooperation
with the Services.

NOTE: After printing thefirst edition of the HCP, it was discovered that pages 347 and 348 had been
printed on duplicate pages. In subsequent editions of the HCP, the duplication of these two pages
was eliminated. Thus, thereisa two page discrepancy between some versions of the HCP. To make
thefollowing changeseasier for all reviewersregardless of the edition of the HCP they may have, the
appropriate page numbers for both versions of the HCP are provided.

Section 5.1.2 Spotted Owl Monitoring

pgs. 357/359; changes as shown below:
Purpose

Spotted owI monltorlng would be conducted to

ﬁeas—aﬁd—te verlfy the assumptlons of the RSPF model (Irwm and Hicks 1995) and verlfy the
effectiveness of selected harvest deferrals in maintaining site occupancy.
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AMA—aneSR—portions-ofthePlannihg—Areac Model and deferral validation surveys would be
conducted in 10 to 15 percent of the Planning Areato reestablish contact and locate all spotted owl nest

sitesin areas sampled. Survey areaswould be distributed in LSR, AMA, and Matrix landscapes within
the Green River, 1-90 Lakes, and Taneum subunits of the Planning Area. Survey methodology will be
determined with the FWS and will incorporate atwo-visit survey sequence each season (i.e., about May
1 to June 30), surveying of likely habitat, and use of appropriately distanced calling stations (i.e., 0.25-
to 0.5-mile distance between calling stations). Spotted owl sites within the survey areas which were
targeted with deferrals will be monitored for occupancy for the duration of the deferral period.
Approximately 16 deferral swhich support 9 sitesare encompassed by currently established survey areas.
Sites discovered during surveys would be checked later in the season to determine nesting
success/productivity. As additional owls are located, they may be banded, at the discretion of Plum
Creek, to facilitate identification upon later sightings.

By combining the RSPF model with results of the spotted owl monitoring and GIS information, Plum
Creek shedtd woul d be able to determine the” carrying capacity” or the number of owlsthe forest habitat
shetteHbe is capable of supporting at any time through the 50 year term of the HCP, or such shorter term
if terminated sooner, pursuant to the IA (i.e., the “Phase|”).

Frequency
The demographic datawould be gathered for two seasons prior to reporting years 2, 10, 15, 20, and 40
(Table 31) the-end-of-eachreportigperiod.

Section 5.1.4 Grizzly Bear Monitoring:
pgs 358/360 changes as shown bel ow:

State and Federal agenciesagreethat grizzly bearsoccur, at least occasionally, within the Planning Area.
Historical and recent observationsin the north and central Cascades also indicate that grizzly bears may
be dowly extending their southern range. However, at present there is insufficient information to
confirm the extent to which grizzly bears use the Planning Area.

Section 5.1.5 Gray Wolf Monitoring:
pgs 358/360; changes as shown bel ow:

Aswiththegrizzly bear, State and Federal agenciesbelievethat gray wolvesoccur, at least occasionaly,
withinthe Planning Area. Although availableinformation on thedistribution of gray wolvesinthenorth
and central Cascadesishot asextensiveasfor other wildlife species, Plum Creek believesit isreasonable
to assume that gray wolves would eventually reside in the Planning Area during the Permit period.

Section 5.1.6 Aquatic Resources Monitoring:
Objective1l:  Providelandscape-wide monitoring of habitat conditions over the Permit period.
Method 2
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pgs. 361/363; add as last paragraph:

Monitoring and research is another vital component of watershed analysis and is consistent with an
adaptive management strategy. Watershed analyses are revisited every five years to make appropriate
changes in prescriptions based on monitoring data or advances in scientific understanding. Examples
of monitoring and research done asaresult of watershed analysisinclude: (1) aroad sediment production
study; (2) McNeil sampling of streams to assess fine sediment levels; (3) installation of two stream
gages, (4) testing of digital elevation hydrologic models; (5) stream temperature monitoring; and (6)
stream surveys to evaluate channel changes and large woody debris levels. |f data indicates that
prescriptions are not effective or inadequate, changes in the prescriptions would be made.

Section 5.1.6 Aquatic Resources M onitoring:

Objective2:  Analyze the effects of the various riparian habitat area (RHA) management
strategies on stream temperature

Method 1

pgs. 362/364; added to end of third paragraph:

Temperatureswill be monitored for 2 5-years, during the period July 1 through September 15 (Table 31).

Two years of monitoring will occur prior to riparian treatments and three years post-treatment. In the

event that summer temperatures are unusually low or data are deemed insufficient to draw conclusions

about the effectiveness of the various riparian management strategies, monitoring will be extended

beyond the 3-year post-treatment period. During this period, stream temperatures would be recorded

hourly. It isimportant to point out that this temperature monitoring would be in addition to the stream

temperature monitoring that would be conducted as a part of watershed analysis.

pgs. 362/364; added to end of fourth paragraph:

This study would focus on potential changesin annual maximum temperatures. Adaptive management
(Section 5.4.3) would be used to evaluate the success of Plum Creek’s RHAS in achieving stated
ecological goals.

pgs. 363/365; delete Method 2 paragraph (it has been added to Objective 1):

pgs. 363/365; change method numeration to reflect the above change:
Method 3 2

Objective3:  Assessfish populationsin the context of recovery of habitat conditionsin Cabin
Creek

pgs. 364/366; last sentence:

Plum Creek would conduct fish population surveysduring the Years 1,2,3,4,6,8,10, and then, every 10-

years thereafter, during the HCP Phase. Adaptive management (Section 5.4.2) would be particularly

important if monitoring detects trends which may require corrective actions.

Objective4:  Assess the biological integrity of streamsin the Planning Area over the Permit
period
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pgs. 364/366; last sentence:

Fhreestationstn Two to three samplesin two riffleswill be collected from the Little Naches River, and
Cabin Creek, and Snow Creek during witt-bemonitored-durthg3uty-and September. Sampling once a
year with multiple samples per riffleisan effective sampling strategy if conducted in aconsistent manner
(JmKarr, pers. comm., Univ. of Washington). Sampleswould becollectedinYears1,2,3,4,6,8,10, and
then, every 10-years thereafter, during the HCP Phase. Additional sampling may be done as part of
watershed analysis monitoring or after disturbances in the watershed. The adaptive management
approach (Section 5.4.2) would provide afeedback mechanism to evaluate monitoring data and abasis
for determining if corrective actions are necessary.

Section 5.3.1 Unforeseen Circumstances:

pgs. 371/373; add to end of Section:

In the event of Unforeseen Circumstances, the Services and Plum Creek would discuss the situation and
possible remedies. A number of possible remedies would be explored in succession. Remedies first
explored would be those which could be accomplished through the use of flexibility or adaptive
management. Inthe event that those actions are not practicable or are not acceptable to either party, the
Services or Plum Creek may suggest an amendment. An amendment is possible at any time under this
agreement if it ismutually agreeable to both parties. If an amendment isnot possible, the Services may
seek to obtain additional conservation or mitigation from Federal lands. The Services would aso be
permitted to pursue any other avenues within their means. However, the Services would be unable to
impose additional mitigation upon Plum Creek except under Extraordinary Circumstances, as defined
in the Implementation Agreement and discussed in the following section.

Section 5.3.2 Extraordinary Circumstances:

pgs. 372/374; add to end of Section:

The Services may need to recommend an amendment to reallocate the level of conservation among
species and habitats to avoid jeopardizing a species while avoiding imposing additional financial
constraints on Plum Creek. If Plum Creek does not agree with the terms of the additional mitigation
proposed by the Services, Plum Creek may terminate the Permit with respect to one or more species
under the terms and conditions set forth in Section 11 of the Implementation Agreement.

5.3.3 Safe Harbor (Phase I1)

5.3.3.1 Background

Plum Creek believes that implementation of the HCP may result in increases in populations of listed
species on its lands, particularly if more or better habitat for listed and unlisted species is voluntarily
provided in the Planning Area than was projected at the outset. If so, the incentive for any landowner,
absent any special provisions, would be to reduce habitat to levels projected for the end of theHEPPhase
Phase| of the Permit, particularly if Federal law at that time providesthat prehibited habitat modification
or disturbances-as may be aform of incidental take of listed species. Plum Creek believesthat it isin the
best interest of the Company and listed speciesto have apositive incentive to attract and maintain species
and to improve wildlife habitat during and beyond the-HEP-Phase | of the HCP. To address these
concerns, Section 12 of the |A (Appendix 10), providesfor a second phase. “Safe-Harber™ afterthe HEP
Phase:

This second phase of the HCP is modeled after the "Safe Harbor" concept. It is designed to provide an
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incentive to maintain habitat. It is undesirable for landowners to manage their lands to avoid providing
wildlife benefits out of fear for additional regulatory requirements. Similar to the " Sandhills Agreement”
(FWS 1995), the landowner would continue to avoid or minimize "direct take" and reproductive-season
impacts. Solong asthe Basdline (defined bel ow) ismet or exceeded, any subsequent incidental taking will
be authorized by the section 10(a) permit.

Unlike the "Sandhills Agreement”, the voluntary contribution of habitat under this HCP is not measured
against the current Baseline. Thisisrelated to the delayed implementation of the " Safe Harbor" concept
inthis case. Also, in the event of early termination of this HCP, the Baseline would be more restrictive
than provided in the "Sandhills Agreement”. For these reasons, the term Phase |1 is used to describe the
"Safe Harbor" concept provided in this HCP.

To the extent that habitat conditions exceed the Safe-Harboer-Basdine described below for a species, the
Permit would continue after theHEP-Phase | to authorize incidental take of certain Permit wildlife species
and other wildlife species that become listed and are associated with that habitat for up to an additional
fifty (50) years (hereinafter "SafeHarber—Phase 11"), or until the habitat defined as the voluntary
contribution is reduced to the Baseline.

Il is subject to the requrrements for mrnrmrzatlon and mrtrgatron presented below under the headi ng
Baselrne i A o

Baselme Duri ng theSaFet—IﬁrbeﬁPhase I I, PI um Creek wi II report the status of theSaaEeHarbePBaseHﬁe
subject habitat parameters (e.g., stand structures) every 10 years to the Services.

Incidental take authorization under the-SafeHarber Phase || does not take effect until confirmed by the
Services or, in the event of any disagreement, until all parties complete the dispute resolution process as
described under Section 14 of the IA. Furthermore, Phase |1 would not take effect until the dispute
resolution process is completed under Section 14.2 of the |A to determine whether additional mitigation
isnecessary upon early termination. Nothing in this section precludes Plum Creek from conducting forest
management activities while SafeHarber Phase || availability is being determined or so long as such
activities are otherwise in accordance with existing law. If at any time during the-Safe-Harber-Phase ||,
the Services determine, based on reliable, peer reviewed, technical information, that Plum Creek's
continued use of aSafetHarber Phase | incidental take authorization for aspecieswill appreciably reduce
thelikelihood of the continued survival and recovery of such species, the Services may suspend terminate
the SafeHarber Phase |l incidental take authorization for such species. Ppending any dispute resolution
under Section 14 of the IA, the Services may suspend such incidental take authorization.

5.3.3.2 Baseline

Selection of Baseline Year - Asdescribed above, and except as specifically recorded below, if the 50-year
Phase | is completed, the SafetHarber-Basdine will be the amount of habitat projected to exist at year 50
(i.e., 2045 if the Permit isissued in 1996) as described in this document, as the same may be amended
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from time to time—-the-56—year HEPPhase+tscompteted: In the event that the HEP-Phase | is
terminated early, the Safe-Harber-Baseine would be either the amount of habitat projected to exist at year

2045 (expected HEP-Phase | termination year) or the amount of habitat existing in year 1996 (time of
Permit issuance), whichever is greater and provides the most habitat for that species or Lifeform. Safe
Harbor-Basdines will be calculated for each species affected, and habitat will be defined separately for
each species, or groups of species pursuant to the Lifeform groupings.

Primary habitat, where such is differentiated for a given species or Lifeform, is the driving factor when
comparing the amount of habitat in 1996 and 2045. In the event of early termination of Phase I, the
amount of primary habitat will be used to determine whether the 1996 or 2045 Baseline applies.

For example, Lifeforms 9, 13a, and 14a have more suitable habitat projected for year 2045 than currently
exists, but lesser amounts of primary habitat are projected for 2045 than currently exists. In the event of
early termination, because primary habitat amounts determine the selection of Basdline year, the amounts
of primary and suitable habitat available in 1996 would form the Baseline.

However, the determination of habitats available for harvest in Phase Il will utilize both primary and
suitable habitats as described below. In other words, both primary and suitable habitats must exceed the
Phase || Baseline before Phase |1 would apply to a species.

Baseline Habitat Amounts - For the northern spotted owl, primary habitat isdefined asNRF habitat, while
seeondary-habttat+s "suitable” owl habitat ist-e; NRF and FDy. In the event of early termination of the
HEP-Phase |, the amounts of primary habitat available for management and harvest during the-Safe
Harber-Phase || and under this aSafeHarber provision would be those amounts of primary habitat that
exceed theamount avaitabte in 1996 (i.e., 20 percent). Thisisbecause primary habitat isthedriving factor
when comparing avattabte habitat amounts in 1996 and 2045. Therefore, the amount of suitable habitat
comprising the SafeHarber Basdline is equivalent to the 1996 amount aswell (i.e., 40 percent). The use
of primary and seesrdary suitable habitats would allow Plum Creek to substitute excess NRF habitat for
deficiencies, if any, in FD. In the case of normal termination of the HEP Phase | at year 50, the amount
of primary and seeendary suitable habitat comprising the Safe-Harber Basdline is equivaent to such
habitat amounts projected &t for 2045.

For marbled murrelets, habitat is defined by the criteria delineated in Section 3.2.1.2. For Grizzly bears,
habitat is, for the purposes of this section, the amount of security habitat as defined in Section 2.10.3.4.
This is the combined total of foraging/prey, hiding/thermal, and non-forested habitats occurring in low
road-density areas. This calculation of habitat would be completed for the portion of the 1-90 Lakes
Subunit which includes the Recovery Zone. Avoidance of prime habitats and provision of cover and
escape opportunities as described in the applicable BMPs would continue during Phase I1. For gray
wolves, habitat is defined as the amount of security habitat found throughout the Planning Area. Other
than the geographic area, wolf security habitat is defined in the-sameway-as a similar manner to grizzly
bear habitat. Wolf habitat isthat amount of habitat which remains usable due to an absence of excessive
road densities. Unless the most current scientific data indicate otherwise, useable habitat will be defined
using the same road densities as were applied for grizzly bearsin Phase |.

For al other named-ane-tnnramed species, whether listed now or listed within the next 100 years, habitat
will be defined using the appropriate mix of stand structures which comprise the primary and suitable
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habitats for the appropriate Lifeform. Stand structure amountsto be considered for these purposesarethe
minimum amounts (those amounts required during Phase I) that will occur on Plum Creek’s lands only.
These minimums reflect the flexibility provided Plum Creek to operate within arangefor al of the stands
structures. These minimums as they apply to the-Safe-Harberprevison Phase |1, can be calculated by
multiplying the values depicted for Plum Creek ownershipsin Table 26 30 by 90 percent. The reasoning
for this calculation can be found in the explanation for stand-structure flexibility found in Section 5.3.5
Amendments and Flexibility. However, it should be recognized that Table 26 30 depicts current
projectionsfor 1996 and 2045. It isexpected that these values may be changed pursuant to the amendment
provisions set forthinthelA. Current estimates and 1996 projections, aswell asfuture projections, may
be modified as a result of the intensive inventories to be conducted during the first 2 years of the HCP.
SafeHarboer—Phase || calculations would utilize the best estimates available and the most current
projections. Criteriato be met in comparison to the baseline include suitable aswell as primary habitats.

Fwo Severa exceptions to these methods exist. For Lifeform 5, habitat is defined based on edge habitat
and requires GI Sto cal cul ate the amount of edge available. For the majority of speciesin Lifeform 5, road
densities may play as important a role as amount of edge habitat, because high road densities sometime
preclude the use of what otherwise would be usable habitat. Basdinesfor Lifeform 5 specieswill include
road densities as a determining factor and will be determined prior to implementation of Phase Il with
regard to any such species.

With respect to fish species, the SafeHarber-Baseline includes those riparian habitat elements necessary
for properly functioning fish habitat. Fish habitat will be determined as properly functioning based on the
results of both watershed analysis and monitoring. The habitat benefits appropriate for Safe-harbor
reduction during Phase |, are those habitats that if removed, do not diminish the proper function of
riparian and fish habitats. Likeall aquatic, riparian, and wetland species; certain habitat treatmentswould
continue throughout all portions of Phase |1:

1) Most minimum and interim treatments would continue. Buffer widths for wetlands and riparian
areas would remain as prescribed in Phasel. The amount of commercial timber removed during
harvest would be no more than 50 percent from managed riparian areas provided the resulting
stand would till provide FD habitat for owls. Other riparian and wetland buffers would only be
harvested in accordance with the prescriptions found in Phase . No-harvest and no-equipment
zones would be maintained.

2) Watershed analysis prescriptions devel oped during Phase | would be followed during Phase 1.

3) Stand structure projectionsfor riparian and wetland search areas, as presented in Table 30, would
form the baseline.
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With respect to species which may belisted in the future, and which are inextricably linked to aparticular
special habitat or habitats (e.g., caves, talus, cliffs, wetlands) would not receive Phase |1 coverage unless
the specia habitat treatments specified in the HCP were continued through Phase I1.

Baseline Minimization Efforts - In addition to the habitat provisions discussed above, stepswill be taken
to minimize the direct take and reproductive-season impacts upon listed species. For instance, harvesting
or road building would not occur within a 0.25-mile radius of an active owl nest, goshawk nest, or
occupied murrel et stand between March 1 and August 30. Wolf den siteswould be protected as specified
during Phase |. Eagle and peregrine falcon plans and protection measures specified in Phase | would
continue in Phase Il. Limited operations immediately adjacent to nesting and breeding sites which are
necessary to avoid precluding successful nesting and breeding of listed specieswill beimplemented during
the breeding/rearing season. For most species, the time when young are less mobile and are limited to a
given structure or geographic location iswhen they are most susceptibleto direct impacts or abandonment.
Thistype of protection would be afforded other species should they become listed. For example, should
wolverines be listed, restrictions for wolverines would involve the type of seasona protections provided
gray wolves under Phase | but would not include the entire home range area that might otherwise need
protection to ensure that incidental take would not occur. The Services would not preclude the
modification of suitable habitat having only indirect effects outside the breeding season so long asrequired
habitat levels are maintained. If an area is subject to two or more restrictions or take-minimization
methods simultaneoudly, and if these restrictions would otherwise preclude economic operations in the
Planning Area, Plum Creek may develop site-specific plansin conjunction with the Services which would
minimize the risk of death or injury to a known member of a listed species to the maximum extent
practicable while at the same time, alow economic operations to continue.

5.3.3.3 Impacts

Since no take of listed species would be authorized under Phase 11, except to the extent habitat
conditions exceeds the basline for a specific species, it is expected that the biological and physical
conditions during Phase 11 should at a minimum mirror the conditions described for year 50. To
invoke Phase 11, Plum Creek would maintain habitats above the Baseline for the affected species.
The worst-case scenario is that the voluntary contribution would be negligible; i.e., habitat
amounts would be equal to those projected for year 50. Habitat conditions are expected to
improve over the long-term for Federal lands in the Planning Area. However, for the purposes
of this analysis, it is assumed that all such improvement would cease at year 50. Habitat amounts
calculated by using the 90 percent factor across the board is also a worst-case scenario. With the
exclusion of catastrophic events, the total amount of potential forested habitat should remain
constant. Current levels of nonforested habitat (e.g., lakes, rock, and ice) comprise
approximately 8 percent of the subject properties. Harvesting of mature stands would result in
conversion to an earlier seral stage, but would not reduce the total acreage of habitats available.
Therefore, actions taken by Plum Creek cannot reduce the habitats to 90 percent of projected
levels for all forested stand structures simultaneously. However, Table 32 presents the amounts
of habitat available to most Lifeforms, assuming a reduction to 90 percent was possible **across-
the-board".

Should early termination occur, conditions must exceed year 1996 or 2045, which ever is greater,
inorder to utilize Phase I1. Therefore, conditions depicted at year 2045 for each Phase 11 species
would always be exceeded. The analyses presented in the HCP for Phase | as they pertain to
years 1996 and 2045 are therefore incorporated herein by reference.
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Phase 11 impacts are minimized and mitigated in several ways. First, actions conducted during
Phase | would benefit a host of species. These benefits will be realized by unlisted as well as
listed species and many currently unlisted species are expected to benefit from the actions
occurring in Phase I. Second, the level of 'take™ expected is variable and dependent on the
amounts of habitat voluntarily provided over time. Management decisions made by Plum Creek
may result in habitat amounts which exceed the Baseline. The value derived from these habitats
would depend on the amount by which they exceed the Baseline and the length of time those
habitats are present. Maintenance of habitat above the Baseline is considered mitigation. The
level of mitigation would depend on the amounts of habitat and the length of time over which they
are provided. In the case of Phase I, the mitigation must, by its very nature, occur in advance
of the take. Lastly, ""direct take' and reproductive-season impacts would be avoided. Avoidance
of these impacts should help substantially reduce the level of impact associated with Phase 11.

Should additional habitat be present during the later stages of the Permit period, the incentive
for Plum Creek, absent any special provisions, would be to reduce habitat to levels projected for
the end of Phase I, particularly if Federal law at that time provides that habitat modification or
disturbance may be a form of incidental take of listed species. Plum Creek believes that it is in
the best interest of the Company and listed species to have a positive incentive to attract and
maintain species and to improve wildlife habitat during and beyond Phase | of the HCP. For
example, if Plum Creek exceeded the projections for NRF habitat prior to completion of Phase
I, it would be allowed to maintain that habitat for some period of time without fear of additional
Federal restrictions. In the absence of Phase 11, Plum Creek would have to decide whether to
harvest that habitat prior to the end of Phase I or risk foregoing those profits. It is in the best
interest of the resources and the Company to provide the flexibility that Phase 11 offers. For
these reasons, Phase 11 offers advantages beyond those of a 50-year Phase 1.

As a further assurance that impacts would be minimal, several provisions exist. In the event of
early termination, a comparative standard would be used to determine the baseline. This would
result in a very high Baseline for most species. In the event of completion of Phase I, the
Services' are provided an opportunity at year 40 for further analysis as to whether Phase 11 is
warranted for the requested species. In addition, the Services retain the ability to invoke
extraordinary circumstances at any time. Together, these provisions afford the Services
assurance that impacts would be minimal and would be exceeded by the benefits accrued.

5.3.3.4 Alternatives

Plum Creek considered severa alternativesto the " Safe Harbor" concept presented herein. A No-Axction
scenario would mean that Plum Creek would be encouraged to harvest habitats which exceed the HCP
projections asthe end of Phase | was approached to minimize regulatory restrictions. Plum Creek wishes
to avoid thistype of disincentive to proper management and would prefer to have the option of providing
additional habitat instead of liquidating habitat in fear of regulatory constraints. For this reason, Plum
Creek did not choose the No-Action Alternative. Other alternatives considered were a 100-year Phasel,
periodic renewal of the Permit, and consentual or unilateral Phase | extensions. The end result of these
alternatives would likely be similar biologically; however, the Proposed Plan offers greater certainty to
Plum Creek than alternatives involving review and revisons. The 100-year Phase | dternative was not
chosen by Plum Creek because it believed 100 years was an excessive period of time for Phase | dueto
uncertainties of economic projections and operations (i.e., rotation ages).
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Section 5.3.5 Amendments and Flexibility:
pgs. 382/384; fifth paragraph:

In another example, new information may disclose that dispersal habitat definitions for the northern
spotted owl requireslessor greater canopy cover than previously allotted. To better tie mitigation to the
needs of species, minor modifications to the HCP might be allowed to incorporate new canopy cover
objectives.

Section 5.4.2.2 Thresholdsfor Triggering Corrective Action:

pgs 385/387 deI ete Iast I|ne

Section 5.4.2.3 Analysis of Causative Actions:
pg. 386/388; first sentence; first paragraph:
Should biological conditions be determined to have deviated from those predicted or estimated in the
HCP, additional analysis would beieeessary conducted and discussed with the Services to determine
if the deviation is caused by management actions taken in the HCP or by external factors independent
of the HCP.

Section 5.4.3.1 Watershed Analysis:

pgs. 387/389; second sentence:

HCP standards and guidelines would be modified for individual watersheds as a result of scheduled
watershed analysis. This would be accomplished through adaptive management. Modifications
prescribed by watershed analysis would be implemented by Plum Creek.

Section 5.4.3.2 Spotted Owl Management Strategy
pgs. 387/389; second sentence:

Spotted owl monltorlng would be di rected at verlfyl ng the

assumptions of the RSPF model and effectweness of spotted owl deferrals at selected owl sites. The
RSPF model would also be tested in other landscapes supporting owls outside the Planning Area.
Additionally, the model would evaluate the Planning Area using current habitat conditions to generate
a rewsed estimate of spotted owI carryl ng capaC|ty, and compared against current occupancy of kigh

designated survey aresas.

Sectlon 6. 0 Appendlces
Glossary

pg. 2; add the following:
Merchantable Timber: Harvested Timber with commercial value.
Section 7.0 References:

Add and/or change references as shown below:

Jeffrey, R. 1989. The band-tailed pigeon: distribution, effects of harvest regulations, mortality rates,
and habitats, 1968-1979. Unpublished Rept. to Washington Dept. Wildlife, Olympia, Washington.
Sanderson, G.C. (Ed.) 1977. Management of migratory shore and upland game birdsin North America,
Internatlonal Assoc Frsh and W|IdI|fe Agenmes Washl ngton D. C

Fitkm—aﬁd-E—R—Garera USFWS 1993 appended North Cascades ori zzIy bear ecosystem eval uatlon
Final report to the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee, Denver, Colorado. 156 pp.
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REVISED or NEW HCP TABLES AND FIGURES
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Table 26a. Summary of Watershed Processes and Resources Addressed by the
Washington State Watershed Analysis Modules.

Watershed Analysis Module

Mass Wasting

W ater shed Processes and Resour ces Addr essed

Debris Torrents
Landslides
Earthflows

Surface Erosion

Hillslope Surface Erosion
- Gullying
- Dry Ravel
- Sheetwash

Road Erosion

Hydrology

Peak Streamflows
Summer Low Flows

Riparian Function

Large Woody Debris Recruitment
Shade / Water Temperature
Bank Stability

Channel Condition

Historic Channel Disturbance

Current Channel Condition

Spatial Distribution of Channel Response Types
Dominant Habitat Forming/Geomorphic Processes

Fish Habitat

Distribution and Relative Abundance of
Salmonid Fish

Existing Habitat Condition

Fish Habitat Utilization and Preferences

Water Supply / Public

Location and Sensitivity of Water Supplies/Public
Works

Works - Public State Roads and Bridges
- Reservair, Irrigation Structures
- Municipal, Domestic, Hatchery Water
Supplies
Fina EIS

March 1996

A-169



Table 29,

area in the entire subunit and on Plum Creek's land, by decade.

Grizzly bear habitat conditons estimated for security areas within the 1-90 Lakes
Subunit during the Permit period. Estimates shown are percentages of the security

YEAR
AREA 1996 | 2006 2016 2026 2036 2045

Entire Subunit

For/Prey 15 20 17 9 4 4
Hid/Therm 63 58 60 69 74 74
Plum Creek

For/Prey 31 41 38 19 10 9
Hid/Term 50 41 43 62 72 73

NOTE: : For/Prey - Foraging/Prey Habitat

Hid/Therm - Hiding/Thermal Habitat
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Table 30b. Total Acreage and Percentage of Forest Classes in the Planning Area by Stand
Structural Stages for years 1996, 2016, and 2045.

Forest Class ' Acreage

DF-WH 88,399
NF-SF 67,286
NF/SF/SA 40,321
DF-GF 145,520
PP-LP 17,001
DECID 1,571
Non-forested 58,770
Total 418,868

Forest Class '

Structural NF/SF/SA
Stage * 2045 }§ 1996 | 2016 | 2045
Si 7 9 9
SS 7 6 2
YF 18 10 8
PT 9 19 5
DF 17 15 31
MF 23 21 24
MOG 13 12 5
oG 6 7 16
Structural
Stage 2
12
35 <1 <1
5 1 1
' DF-WH = Douglas-fir / western hemlock 2 8l = stand initiation
NF-SF = Noble fir / silver fir ' S8 = shrub/sapling
NF/SF/SA = Nable fir / silver fir / subalpine fir YF = young forest
DF-GF = Douglas-fir / grand fir PT = pole timber
PP-LP = Ponderosa pine / lodgepole pine DF = dispersal forest
DECID = Deciduous MF = mature forest
MOG = managed old-growth
See descriptions on following page. 0OG = old-growth

® Structural stage percentages are based on the total acreage within each Forest Ctass.



Section 3.0 Habitat Conservation Plan

Table 30b. Continued.

Descrintions of the Forest Cl (see Jensen 1995):

Douglas Fir - Western Hemiock (DF-WH): Forest stands of Douglas fir or western hemlock that occur on
the west side of the Cascades. Other species such as grand fir, Engleman spruce. western larch, Sitka spruce.
red cedar and western white pine are minor components in Douglas fir stands. Mountain hemlock is included
here but normally inhabits elevation higher than is typical of this Forest Class.

Noble Fir - Silver Fir (NF-SF): Natural stands of dense silver fir and planted stands of noble fir that occur
at higher elevations on the west side of the Cascades. Subalpine fir occurs as a minor component of this
Forest Class.

Noble Fir - Silver Fir - Subalpine Fir (NF-SF-SA): Natural stands of dense silver fir and planted stands of
noble fir that occur at higher elevations on the east side of the Cascades. Subalpine fir occurs as a minor
componeni.

Douglas Fir - Grand Fir (DF-GF): Areas dominated by Douglas fir but with grand fir as a secondary
species on the east side of the Cascades. This drier Forest Class is more susceptible to insect attack and fire.
Western hemlock, Engleman spruce, Sitka spruce, western larch, red cedar, mountain hemlock. and western
white pine may be included as miner components of stands or may be dominant in some stands. Soils and
microclimate influence the distribution of tree species within this Forest Class.

Ponderosa Pine - Lodgepole Pine (PP-LP): Arid transition zone dominated by Ponderosa pine. Fire
frequency is high but usually of low intensity.

Deciduous (DECID): Hardwood dominated stands that occur primarily in moist sites on the west side of the
Cascades and in isolated pockets on the east side.

Non-forested: Areas that do not support commercial forests. They may be void of trees or unable to support
a sustainable commercial forest crop {e.g., lakes, rock areas).

Plum Creek Timber Company, L.P. Page 211
Cascades Habitat Conservation Plan
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Table 32.  Estimated percentages of all ownerships in the Planning Area providing primary (P) and total suitable
habitat (SH) for each lifeform at a 90 percent reduction of the levels projected for Implementation of
the HCP. Percentages are estimates and displayed by decade for the 50 year Permit period.

YEAR
1996 2006 2016 2026 2036 2045

Lifeform P! st | P [sh| p |[su]l P [suf P |[sull p [sH
2 55 64 56 | 65 | 57 | 66 || 62 | 68 [ 68 | 71 || 72 | 73
3 55 64 56 | 65 || 57 | e6 || 62 | 68 || 68 | 71 | 72 | 73
4 32 34 27 | 31 || 24 | 30| 24 | 30 {28 | 32 | 30 | 33
5 not estimated not estimated not astimated not estimated not estimated not estimated
6 15 44 13 | 44 8 41 1 a8 || 1 37 || 1 37
7 26 50 27 | 50 fl 28 | 52 || 28 | 51 || 25 | 49 || 21 | 48
8 23 49 25 | 48 || 31 [ 53| 30 | 54 [ 21 | 50| 15 | 47
9 25 46 25 { 46 || 28 | 50| 28 | 51 || 25 | 45 | 2t | 47
10 58 66 56 | 64 | 60 | 67| 70 | 74 || 73 | 76 | 74 | 76
11 - 58 72 56 | 74 | 60 | 78| 70 | 80 || 73 { 79| 74 | 78
12 55 57 56 | 58 | 57 | 62| 62 | 67 [[6B | 71 | 72 | 72
13 51 62 46 | 57 || 43 | 57 || 49 | 63 || 57 | 67 || 62 | 70
13A 35 43 33 | 47 | 30 [ 51| 30 | 54 |32 |5 35| 56
14 51 68 46 | 65 || 43 | 64 | 49 | 66 [ 57 | 71 | 62 | 73
14A 35 43 33 [ 39 [ 30 [ 37 30| 40 [ 32 | 45| 35 | 48
15 (early) 26" 27 24 14 11 10

156 (middle} 22 24 29 . 39 41 3g

15 (tate) 35 33 30 30 32 35

16 55 64 56 | 65 || 57 | e6 || 62 | 68 {68 | 71 || 72 | 73

' - Percentage of the HCP search area containing Primary Habitat

? - Percentage of the MCP search area containing Suitable Habitat = Primary Habitat + (Secondary Habitat/2}

*. Parcentage of the HCP Planning Area within 0.5-miles of an "edge” between forage and cover habitats

4. Expresses the percentage of habitat in the HCP Planning Area containing early, middle, and late-aged forests.
Search Area: RHAs only (Lifeforms 1,2,3,6,7,9,12,16); Rocks and Talus {Lifeform 4); Entire Planning Area

(Lifeforms 8,10,11,13,13a,14,14a,15).

File: fhep\hepdocmattrices\tble32




APPENDIX 5

Changes to the Implementation Agreement

The following modifications were made to reflect a change in terminology regarding Safe
Harbor and other minor editing changes.

10 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1.9 TheHCP, Permit and this Agreement run concurrently for a period of fifty (50) years
during Phase | theHEPPhase. The HCP also addresses, the Permit provides and this
Agreement implements, a Phase || SafeHarber incidental take authorization as an additional
incentive to Plum Creek to improve wildlife and fish habitat so that the HCP may yield benefits
after Phase | the HEP-Phase beyond those anticipated at the time this Agreement is executed.
To the extent that habitat conditions exceed the Phase || SafetHarbor Baseline, the Permit
would continue after Phase | theHEP-Phase to authorize incidental take of certain Permit
Species and Plan Species listed after Phase | the HEP-Phase associated with that habitat during
Phase || the-SafetHarberPhase. In addition, Section 5.3.3 of the HCP and Sections 2.0, 7.0-8.0
and 11.0-16.0 of this Agreement remain in effect throughout Phase || the-Safe-HarborPhase.

1.10 The purpose of this Agreement is to implement the HCP on which the Permit is
based; to contractually bind the parties to the terms of the HCP; to describe the remedies and
recourse in the event of a breach of the terms hereof; to obtain assurances that, to the extent
the ESA and this Agreement provide, the Permit will be amended to add any species
dependent on the various habitat types analyzed in the HCP should such species be listed as
threatened or endangered after the effective date of this Agreement; and to implement Phase
Il the-SefeHarbor-Phase.

20 DEFINITIONS

2.5 Theterm "Extraordinary Circumstances' means a material change in circumstances
or information that warrants revising a habitat conservation plan prepared under Section
10(a) of the ESA or a Phase |1SafeHarber Baseline and requiring additional mitigation from
the permittee to avoid appreciably reducing the likelihood of survival and recovery of the
affected speciesin the wild.

2.87 The terms "Peer Review" or "peer reviewed" mean that consistent with Section B(1)
of the Interagency Cooperative Policy for Peer Review in Endangered Species Act Activities
(59 Fed. Reg. 34,270), the Services will provide for peer review of the scientific dataon

Fina EIS
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which the agencies base any finding requiring peer review in this Agreement to ensure that
any such findings are based on the best scientific data available. In the event peer review of
such datais not available in time to enable the Services to meet their obligations established
by statute, regulation and this Agreement, the required finding or decision based on such
datawill be effective but may be subject to reconsideration by the Services as soon as that
information becomes available.

Sections 2.9, and 2.10 become 2.8 and 2.9 respectively

2.10 " Phase I" means the fifty (50) year period during which the HCP, Permit and this

Agreement run concurrently unless sooner terminated under Section 11.0 of this Agreement.

2.11 "Phase 1" means that period of up to fifty (50) years after Phase | during which the
Permit would continue to authorize certain incidental take of Permit Species and Plan
Species that become listed after Phase | where to the extent habitat conditions exceed the
Phase |1 Baseline for such species.

Sections 2.11, 2.12, and 2.13 become sections 2.12, 2.13, and 2.14 respectively

2.145 "SafeHarbor-Phase || Baseling' means those habitat conditions existing on
lands within the Project Area as described in Section 5.3.3 of the HCP, as the same may be
amended from time to time.

2.17 The term "Unforeseen Circumstances' means a change in circumstances or
information that might give rise to the need to revise a habitat conservation plan prepared
under Section 10(a) of the ESA or a SafeHarboer-Phase || Baseline. The listing of any Plan
Species or the designation of critical habitat are not Unforeseen Circumstances.

40 TERM

This Agreement, the HCP, and the Permit will remain in effect until fifty (50)
years from the original date of issuance of the Permit unless sooner terminated under
Section 11 of this Agreement. In addition, following written confirmation by the Services
that the Phase | ISafeHarber provisions of Section 12 of this Agreement are available, the
Permit, Sections 5.3.3 of the HCP and Sections 2.0, 7.0-8.0 and 11.0-16.0 of this
Agreement remain in effect during Phase || the-SafeHarboerPhase || to authorize certain
incidental take associated with activities within the Project Areaasis more fully described
in Section 12.0 of this Agreement.

Final EIS
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5.0 FUNDING

As discussed in Sections 3.7 and 5.3.6 of the HCP, Plum Creek has sufficient
financial resources to, and by this Agreement does commit to, fund its affirmative
obligations under the HCP. To ensure notification of any material change in the financial
ability of Plum Creek to discharge its obligations during the life of the Permit, Plum Creek
will provide the Services with a copy of its annual report each year of the Permit or other
reasonably available financial information as mutually agreeable.

7.0 AMENDMENT
7.3.2 Other Modifications

@ Generally. Minor changesin the HCP may be initiated by written notice
from Plum Creek or the Services. Such notice must contain a full description of the change
and factual analysis that demonstrates the expected effect of the change on any Plan or
Permit species or habitat types and the basis for the conclusion that the change is minor.
Minor changes are deemed approved and become effective 60 days after receipt of written
notice unless the responding party provides written disapproval of the proposed change or
written notice that the proposed modification must be processed as an amendment under
paragraph 7.3.1 of this Agreement. Minor changes under this paragraph include, but are
not limited to, minor modifications to the mitigation program described in Section 5.3 of
the HCP, changes by the Servicesin the Phase || SefeHarber Baseline in accordance with
Section 12.3.2 of this Agreement, or any reporting regquirements; correction of
typographical, grammar, or editing errorsin the HCP; and correction of any maps or
exhibits to reflect previously approved changesin the HCP or other new information.

8.0 UNFORESEEN AND EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES

(©)(2) Indetermining whether Extraordinary Circumstances exist, the
Services will consider, but not be limited to, the following factors. the size of the current
range of the affected species; the percentage of the range adversely affected by the HCP;
the percentage of range conserved by the HCP; the ecological significance of that portion
of the range affected by the HCP; the level of knowledge about the affected species and the
degree of specificity of the species’ conservation program under the HCP; and whether the
HCP was originally designed to provide an overall net benefit to the affected species and
contained measurable criteria for assessing the biological success of the HCP."

(23) Change subsection numeration.
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4 If the Services make a finding of Extraordinary Circumstances,
during the period necessary to determine whether additional mitigation can be provided on
Federal land or to seek additional mitigation from Plum Creek if necessary, consistent with
subparagraph (c)(3) of this paragraph, the parties will use their best efforts to avoid
contributing to appreciably reducing the likelihood of the survival and recovery of the
affected species.

9.0 FINDINGS

[The following findings will not become final until after opportunity for public comment
on the HCP and related documents. They are included here for illustration only during the
comment period.]

e Other Measures

Any other measures set forth in the HCP and required by the Services as being
necessary or appropriate for the purposes of the HCP will be fulfilled. The Services shall
issue the Permit to Plum Creek esnetrrent-with-the upon execution of this Agreement.

11.0 TERMINATION-SFHEPERMIT

The Permit may be terminated by either the Services or Plum Creek in accordance
with the Services regulations in force on the date of such termination; however, in
addition, Plum Creek reserves the right to terminate the Permit in accordance with
regulations in effect at the time of Permit issuance, now codified at 50 C.F.R. 88 13.26
and 220.31 (1994 ed.) and incorporated herein by reference. In the event Plum Creek
elects to terminate the Permit before the end of theHEP-Phase |, Plum Creek agrees to
provide the Services with 90-days advance notice of the proposed termination and a
termination report as described in Section 5 of the HCP. Early termination under this
Section is subject to compliance with the Permit condition requiring that any past
incidental take has been sufficiently mitigated by conservation measures under the HCP
implemented by Plum Creek prior to termination. The Services agree that Plum Creek
may invoke the dispute resolution procedures of Section 14.2 of this Agreement to pursue
resolution of any technical disagreement concerning the necessity or amount of such
additional mitigation.

Termination of the Permit with respect to any species would also automatically
terminate this Agreement and the HCP with respect to such species. This Agreement and
HCP may be terminated by any party with respect to any unlisted species, not covered by
the Permit, for any material breach of this Agreement and HCP with respect to that
species. Any termination under this Section is subject to and limited by the Ssfe-Harbor
Phase || provisions of Section 12.0 of this Agreement.

120 SAFEHARBOR PHASE I

121 General
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The HCP has addressed, the Permit provides and this Agreement implements,
additional incidental take authorization during Phase || the-SafeHarboerPhase. Pursuant
to such authorization, Plum Creek may incidentally take certain Permit Species and Plan
Species listed after Phase | the HEP-Phase to the extent that habitat conditions for that
species exceed the SafeHarbor-Phase || Baseline described in Section 5.3.3 of the HCP
on lands within the Project Area, subject to the conditions and criteria set forth below in
this Section. In the event a SefeHarbor-Phase || Baseline is established, the Permit,
Section 5.3.3 of the HCP and Sections 7.0-8.0 and 11.0-16.0 of this Agreement remain
effect throughout Phase |1 the-SafeHarborPhase.

12.2 SafetHarbor-Phase || Basaline

The baseline for purposes of determiring-the-SafeHarbor-at the end of theHEP
Phase | shall be the SafeHarber-Phase || Baseline as defined in Section 2.15 of this

Agreement.
12.3 SafetHarbor-Phase || Procedures
12.3.1 Plum Creek Notice

In its 40-year report to the Services as required by Section 5 of the HCP, or as
part of its 90-day advance notice for early termination under Section 11.0 of this
Agreement, Plum Creek shall provide notice of any SafeHarber-Phase |1 incidental take
authorization it anticipates may be available after Phase | theHEPPhase. Plum Creek's
notice shall include the technical data and analysis that Plum Creek hasrelied upon in
determining the availability of a Safe-HarberPhase |1 Baseline, what actions, if any, Plum
Creek will take to minimize incidental take of known species pursuant to Section 12.6 and
an explanation of the extent to which the habitat conditions Sefe-Harber-exceeds the Safe
Harber-Phase || Baseline for each Permit Species. Nothing in this Section precludes a
subsequent notice by Plum Creek to the Services as part of any amendment pursuant to
Section 7.0 of this Agreement initiated after the 40-year report.

12.3.2 Services Response

@ 40 Y ear Report. In response to any SafeHarbor-Phase |1 noticein
Plum Creek's 40-year report, or subsequent SefeHarbor-Phase || notice, the Services will
advise Plum Creek in writing within one (1) year with respect to notices given prior to the
end of Phase | the-HEPPhase and within 90 days with respect to notices given within
Phase | the-SafeHarboer-Phase after receipt of such notice that, for each Permit Species,

(1) the Services confirm Plum Creek's ability to enter Phase || SafeHarbor
so long as Plum Creek remains in compliance with the terms and conditions of the HCP
throughout the remainder of Phase | the HEPPhase; or

2 the Services have determined, based on reliable, peer reviewed,
technical information that the SafeHarber-Phase || Baseline requires adjustment to
adequately protect such species prior to the exercise of any SafeHarber-Phase ||
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incidental take authorization In such a case, the Services will use the amendment
procedures in Section 7.3.2 to effectuate the adjustment. Any disputes regarding the
proposed adjustment will be resolved under the dispute resolution procedures in Section
14.0 of this Agreement; or

3 the Services have determined, based on reliable, peer reviewed,
technical information, that the SafeHarboer-Phase || incidental take authorization is not
avail able because such action would appreciably reduce the likelihood of the continued
survival and recovery of such speciesin the wild.

(b) Early Termination. In the event that Plum Creek includes a Safe
Harber-Phase |1 notice as part of its 90-day advance notice for early termination under
Section 11.0 of this Agreement, the Services will advise Plum Creek in writing within 60
days after receipt of such notice that, for each Permit Species,

D the Services confirm Plum Creek's ability to enter Phase |1 SafeHarbor;

or

2 the Services have determined, based on reliable, peer reviewed,
technical information, that the SafeHarbor-Phase || incidental take authorization is not
available because such action would appreciably reduce the likelihood of the continued
survival and recovery of such speciesin the wild.

Safe Harbor Phase |1 incidental take authorization does not take effect until
completion of any dispute resolution under Section 14.0 of this Agreement. Nothingin
this Section should be construed to preclude Plum Creek forest management activities
after Phase | theHEP-Phase so long as such activities otherwise are in accordance with
existing law.

124  SafetHarbor-Phase |l Monitoring

As provided in Section 5.3.3 of the HCP, Plum Creek will report the status of
the SafeHarber-Phase || Baseline and minimization efforts accomplished during Phase ||
the-SafeHarborPhase every 10 years to the Services.

125 SafetHarbor-Phase |l Termination

At any time during Phase || the-SafeHarberPhase the Services determine,
based on reliable, peer reviewed, technical information, that Plum Creek's continued
exercise of a SafeHarbor-Phase |1 incidental take authorization for a given species will
appreciably reduce the likelihood of the continued survival and recovery of such species
in the wild, it may terminate the Safe-Harber-Phase |1 incidental take authorization for
such species. While any dispute resolution under Section 14.0 of this Agreement is
pending, the Services may suspend such incidental take authorization for that species.

12.6 Minimization of Incidental Take during SafetHarborPhase|

Plum Creek will minimize the incidental take of species listed as of the date of
thlsAgreement by undertakl ng the measures descnbed in Sectlon 5.3.3 of the HCP. 1
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take of speaes Ilsted and added to the Permit subsequent to the signing of this Agreement
that might ocur during Phase 11, Plum Creek will design and conduct is forest
management activities during Phase |1 to the maximum extent practicable to avoid
directly causing actual physical injury to or death of a known member of alisted species,
as described in section 5.3.3 of the HCP. Plum Creek will also avoid unauthorized
incidental take of other listed species (e.g. harvesting of Safe-Harbor owl habitat which
may also be murrelet habitat for which there might not be Phase |1 SafeHarber protection
under the Permit). The Services will provide Plum Creek with guidance regarding the
methods to avoid such direct physical injury or death. The parties acknowledge and agree
that it is not the intent of the parties to require Plum Creek to either survey for the
presence or absence of alisted species or to manage to avoid all incidental take of listed
species, but rather to minimize such effects by limited operations during the breeding
season for aglven listed spemes in areas |mmed| ately adjacent to nesting and breedl ng

an area is subject to two or more seasonal restrictions or take-minimization methods
simultaneously, and if these restrictions would otherwise preclude economic operationsin
the Project Area, then Plum Creek may develop site-specific plans in conjunction with the
Services which would minimize the risk of death or injury to a known member of alisted
species to the maximum extent practicable while at the same time, alow economic
operations to continue. If the parties cannot agree upon the methods necessary to avoid or
minimize directly causing actual physical injury or death to a known member of alisted
species, then the parties will use the dispute resolution process set forth in Section 14 of
this Agreement.

13.0 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION AND RE-INSTATEMENT

The procedures and criteria for suspension, revocation, and re-instatement of the
Permit shall be in accordance with regulations in existence at the time such action is
taken. If the Federal regulations that govern should be modified from those codified at 50
C.F.R. 88§ 13.26 t0 13.29, and/or § 222.27, as of the date of original execution of this
Agreement, the modified regulations will apply only to the extent the modifications were
required by subsequent action of Congress or court order. Such procedures and criteria
shall also apply to suspension, revocation and reinstatement of this Agreement and the
HCP whether or not the species of concern is the subject of the Permit.

140 ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Plum Creek and the Services recognize that disputes concerning implementation
of, compliance with, or termination of the Permit, HCP or this Agreement may arise from
timeto time. It istheintention of the parties to use the alternative dispute resolution
procedures in this Section and to work together in good faith to resolve all such issues.
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However at any time erther party determrnes that circumstances warrant, they may utilize

bte-any remedy provided in Section 15 of this
Agreement without waiting to complete this informal dispute resolution process. The
Services specifically reserve the right to use whatever enforcement powers and remedies
are available by law or regulation, including but not limited to, suspension or revocation
of the Permit.

150 REMEDIES

The parties to this Agreement shall have al remedies at law and in equity
available to them except that no party shall be liable in damages to any party or other
person for any breach of this Agreement, any performance or failure to perform a
mandatory or discretionary obligation imposed by this Agreement, or any other cause of
action arising from this Agreement.

16.0 MISCELLANEOUSPROVISIONS
16.2 Integration and Severability

This Agreement, together with the HCP and the Permit, constitute the
entire agreement between the parties. If any provision of this Agreement is found invalid
or unenforceable, all other provisions shall remain in effect to the extent they can be
reasonably applied in the absence of such invalid or unenforceable provision. This
Agreement supersedes any and all other Agreements, either oral or in writing between the
parties hereto with respect to the subject matter hereof and contains all of the agreements
among them with respect to said matters, and each party acknowledges that no
representation, inducement, promise or agreement, oral or otherwise, has been made by
any other party or anyone acting on behalf of any party which are not embodied herein.

16.4  Services Authority

Nothing in this Agreement is intended to limit the authority or
responsibility of the Services to invoke the penalties or otherwise fulfill their
responsibilities under the ESA. Moreover, nothing in this Agreement is intended to limit
or diminish the legal obligation and responsibility of the Services as agencies of the
Federal government.

16.5 Appropriations

Implementation of this Agreement and the HCP by the Servicesis
subject to the availahility of appropriated funds. Nothing in this Agreement will be
construed by the parties to require the obligation, appropriation, or expenditure of any
money from the U.S. Treasury. The parties acknowledge that the Services will not be
required under this Agreement to expend any Federal agency's appropriated funds unless
and until an authorized official of that agency affirmatively acts to commit to such
expenditures as evidenced in writing.

1646 Notice
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APPENDIX 6

Services’ Consultation with Affected and Interested
Tribes

On March 26, 1996, the Services met with members and representatives of the affected and
other interested Tribes and the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. The meeting was
called to provide afurther opportunity to consult with the Tribes regarding the concernsraised
intheir comments on the Incidental Take Permit process and this particular application. The
meeting took place at the Muckleshoot Tribal Fisheries Center on the Muckleshoot Indian
Reservation in Auburn, Washington. At least 70 Tribal members, technica staff, and
representatives were invited. Attendees included Gilbert King George and Pete Gerry
(Muckleshoot Fisheriesand Wildlife Committee Chairs), Patrick Reynoldsand Karen Walters
(Muckleshoot Tribal Technical Staff), 1sabel Tinoco (M uckleshoot Coordinator), Paul Kennard
and Daryl Williams (Tulalip Tribal Technica Staff), Keith Wyman (Skagit Systems
Cooperative), Jim Anderson, Bruce Davies, Janet Burcham, and Eric Schott (Northwest Indian
FisheriesCommission), Martin Ereth (Skokomish FisheriesBiologist), Charlene Post (Squaxin
Island Tribal Fisheries Policy), and others who may not have introduced themselves or joined
the meeting in progress. The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and the Y akama Indian Nation were
notified of the meeting.

At the meeting, Tribal members, their technical staff, and the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission presented their comments on aspects of the proposed HCP that may affect
resources of Triba interest. Those individuals speaking on behalf of the Tribes had the
opportunity to readdress comments previously provided by the Tribes, prior to and during the
first NEPA public review period.

All comments raised previous to this meeting have been addressed elsawhere in this FEIS.
Some of these have generated changes to al of the documents comprising the application
package. At this meeting, two thematic criticisms were shared by the commentors. First, as
was stated by Patrick Reynolds, the commentors remain unconvinced that the HCP sriparian
protection prescriptions provide any increment of protection over Washington State’ s Forest
Practices Rulesand Regulations. Second, the commentors are discomfited by perceived limits
on the ability to raise during the Permit period, concerns that the provided measures are not
working. A related concern was their desire for involvement in the monitoring program and
any subsequent adaptive management.

On the first criticism, Matt Longenbaugh, representing NMFS, provided a “side to side”
comparison of what the Plan provides in comparison to the State Forest Practices Rules and
Regulations. Previoudy, this comparison was presented in DEIS Table 1 (page S-9), which
isincorporated, largely unchanged, inthe FEIS. In summary, State Forest Practices Rulesand
Regulations for fish-bearing streams require 25-100 foot riparian management areas
(depending on stream width and fish numbers) in which aggressive timber harvest is permitted
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and only a few streamside trees are retained for shade and future wood recruitment to the
channdl. Nonfish-bearing streamsrequire 0-25 foot riparian management aress, inwhichtrees
must be retained only where necessary to protect resources. Intermittent, nonfish-bearing
streams receive no protection.

By contrast, the HCP proposes 200 foot wide managed buffers for fish-bearing streams. In
these buffers, the first 30 feet are no-harvest zones. The outer 170 feet are available for a
single selective harvest during the Permit period which must leave at least 50 percent of the
available volume and maintain 55-70 percent of the canopy. Treesaong al perennia streams
(fish and nonfish-bearing) would be managed within the managed buffers to grow into late-
seral forest dominated by large-sized conifers.  The formula for retention provides the
Applicant with an incentive to leave larger trees. Nonfish-bearing perennial streams on the
eastside of the Cascades would receive 100 foot buffers containing 30-foot equipment
exclusion zonesclosest to the stream. 1n addition, even the smallest intermittent ssreamswould
receive some protection where the threat of erosion is identified through field reviews of
unstable slopes.

By committing to do watershed analysis over the entire Planning Area, the Applicant will
greatly improve the site-specific level of riparian and overall watershed protection, compared
to the unknown number of watershed analyses that would be otherwise done, over the life of
the Plan, by avariety of groups.

Tribal comments have resulted in changes to the Proposed Plan affecting these resources. For
example, the FEIS reflects changes in the proposed riparian management strategy for
Washington “Type 4" streams, on pages 16-17. Nevertheless, the meeting made clear there
exists a divergence of opinion as to the extent of benefit provided in the proposed HCP
compared to proceeding under State Forest Practices Rules and Regulations. The Services,
based on the examination of the literature (e.g. McDade et a. 1990), are satisfied that the
riparian prescriptions in the proposed HCP make the necessary contribution for fully
functioning riparian aress.

Second, Reynolds stated the Tribes desire continued input and greater participation inthe HCP
process and question how that would be affected by provisions of the agreement between the
Services and the Applicant. The Services and Applicant agreed that a position on each
watershed analysis team would be reserved for a Triba fisheries biologist or other
representative from WDFW, USFWS, or NMFS. Nonetheless, Reynolds and Walters
articulated their concern that based on the pace of watershed analysis proposed in the HCP,
they did not have the means to adequately represent the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in this
continuing process.

The Services have sought to assist the Tribes in this regard by entering into a cooperative
agreement with the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. By entering into this agreement,
the Services have facilitated the coverage of Tribal concerns and inclusion of Tribal technical
expert assistancein preparing and implementing HCPs. Additionally, other means of possible
support from other sources and agencies could aso provide assistance to the ability of the
affected Tribesto participate in watershed analysisteams. Finally, participants at the meeting
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agreed that a foundation exists for continuing consultation on issues that arise in the HCP
process that affect Tribal interests.

After the March 26, 1996 consultation, Bruce Davies of the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission submitted a memorandum to Tim Bodurtha, the HCP Program Supervisor. The
memowasentitled “ Additional Ideasonthe Plum Creek HCP.” Daviespresented two concepts
that he suggested could be included in the Plum Creek HCP: 1) that HCPs be encouraged as
adaptive management experiments, and 2) that the Trust responsibility should require
additional mitigation over time as part of the adaptive management process.

The HCP does contain an active adaptive management component which it recognizes as both
a “management experiment” and also an active prescription that will help the HCP meet its
stated objectives. The Adaptive Management described in the HCP identifies componentsin
the HCP where adaptive management can be applied. Areas identified as opportunities for
adaptive management include the proposed riparian management strategy and watershed
analysis, among other things. The primary process described is one used to improve
management practices by learning from experience.

The processis designed to establish research based on the monitoring of practices proposedin
the HCP. Thresholds triggering corrective action are related to the goals of those practices.
Where goals are not being met, the Services and Applicant would examine causative actions
and modify management and mitigation elements. The timing of the described feedback
“loops’ would coincide with the HCP reporting cycle that occurs continually throughout the
Permit period.

Nothing in the proposed HCP, ITP, or IA would be intended to limit the Services Trust
responsibilities to Indian tribes. As a result of the proposed integration of adaptive
management to address HCP prescriptive activities into the future, the Services believe the
tools are in place to continually address the proposed protective strategies for both fish and
wildlife resources. The Services agree with the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission that
the flexibility needed in long term planning effortsis provided, in part, by the use of adaptive
management.
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